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MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS,

TBEREGRINUS, a native of

Parium, a city on the Hel-

lefpont or Dardanelles, during
the fecond century of the Chrif-

tian sera
;

a fubjeft of the An-

tonines, a cotemporary and af-

fociate of Aulus Gell'ius, and of

Lucian.

Having flamed his early man-
hood by flagitious conduct, and

I'uffered from an injured hufband,
a punimment which added ridi-

cule to the fmart of retributive

juftice ; having hurried, by vio-

lence and vexation, an aged fa-

ther to the grave ; from the

pangs of felf-accufation, and the

refentment of his fellow citizens,

he fled into Paleftine, a country,
which once proved a fcourge,
and afterwards gave a faviour to

the world.

A wanderer, unfettled in life,

unfettled 'and wavering in opi-

nion, he gradually degenerated
into a character not uncommon
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in modern times, a violent de-

claimer againft thofe pleafures

which he wanted inclination or

ability to tafte.

At length, ftimulated by com-

punction, novelty, or poverty, he

fought repofe for mental inquiet-

ude, in the bofoin of Chriftianity,

which firft fprungup in the Ro-

man province of Judaea, where

Peregrinus for a fliort time re-

futed.

Apparently fincere in his pro-

feflions, he was anxious for the

ineftimable comforts of hope and

forgivenefs, which revelation

holds forth to repentant finners,

and received confiderable relief

from the devout zeal of his pa-

trons, who, estimating the value

of their .acquifition, by the enor-

mity of his tranfgreffions, fym-

pathized with his forrows, and

were edjified by his difcourfes, ia

which he adorned the doctrines

of the gofpel, by figures, allu-

lions,
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lions, and exprefiions, borrowed

from the various dialects and ele-

gant mythology of the Greeks.

But neither the habits nor

difpofitions of the profelyte, were

calculated for
fulfilling the con-

ditions of a difpenfation, which

enjoins purity of life, and affords

no gratification to fcnfuality,

felfiftinefs or vanity. His con-

verfion expofed him to the re-

ligious banter of Lucian, who,
however well-founded his fuf-

picions might be, as to the mer-

cenary motives of Peregrinus,

evidently miftakes, in his attacks

on the Chriftian religion, the

Mofaic ritual, for the milder

and more cheering doctrines of

Chrift.

The farcafms of the fatirift,

or the imprudence of the new

convert, gradually opened the

eyes of the Chriftians ; his mo-
deration and abftemioufnefs,

were found to be only afTumed,
for the purpofe of impreffing on
the world, an opinion of his fa-

perior fanctity, while his non-

compliance with the innocent

cuftoms of the world, was dif-

covered to be a moft arrogant
and afluming fpecies of pride,

which, under the malk of philo-

fophy, rudely fets at defiance

the eftablifhed opinions and ge-
neral fetife of mankind.

To attract notice at all rifques,

and to become the fubject of ge-

neral converfation by any means,
was the ruling paffion of his foulj

whilft, with all his boafts of fu-

perior wildom, he poured forth,

on every trifling occafion of en-

vy, contradiction, or irritation,

a torrent of foul invective ;
and

always in a greater proportion,
if the perfon he attacked, ap-

peared to excel him in perfon,

fortune, morals, or underftanding.

Having proved himfelf grofsly
deficient in every Chriftian re-

quifite, and difguifing, under the

philofophic garb, an overbearing

fpirit, as well as a depraved
heart

; after repeated, but inef-

fectual admonitions to amend,
he was expelled from the Chrif-

tian church.

Again thrown loofe onfociety,
he travelled on foot into Egypt ;

and having, by vicious or pre-

pofterous conduct, clofed every
avenue to fair fame, he affumed

the character of a Cynic, affect-

ed the drefs and manners of Dio-

genes, inflicted on himfelf cor-

poral chaftifement, and infilled,

that to a philofopher, all words

and all actions, as long as they
did not violate moral juftice, or

diminifh the great mafs of pub-
lic happinefs, were equally indif-

ferent.

He neglected or defpifed the

decencies of drefs, language, and

gefture j performing publickly,

without fhame, and without

fcruple,
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fcruple, actions, which whole-

fome prejudice and propriety, in

all civilized focieties, have co-

vered with a thick veil.

Such conduct was neither imi-

tated nor .approved, in a country

warmly attached to ritual ob-

fervance, and which has been

called the mother of fuperftition.

The difappointed Cynic was

driven with ignominy from the

banks of the Nile, and repairing

to Rome, foothed his chagrin

and gratified his pride, that

pride which, in the human heart,

puts on fuch a variety of forms,

by loa'ding with virulent abufe,

the cuftoms, inuitutions, and

government of the country,
which tolerated his infolence.

He rudely attacked that ex-

cellent emperor, and good man,
Titus Antoninus, who practically

proved, that HE WAS THE TRUE

PHILOSOPHER, by liftening with

patience to his impudent haran-

gues ;
and if any of the charges

againft him, were true,, by a-

mending his conduct.

A Prefect of the city, extreme-

ly irritable in his temper, or

whofe conduct, as lefs correct,

was more vulnerable, drove our

unfortunate declaimer from the

capital ;
and after paffing through

feveral cities of Greece, unno-

ticed or defpifed, Peregrinus
fixed his abode at Athens, where

he attracted the notice of Aulus

Gellius, who has recorded the

fubHance of feveral of their con-

verfations.

One of his favorite topics was

to inveigh againft the folly, as

he called it, of wrapping up the

names of things, 'the terms affix-

ed to vicious indulgence, or the

harmlefs propenfities of nature^

in refined phrafe and delicate

expreffion; he probably would

have agreed with a certain writer,

that there was evidently an in-

creafe of fin, fince bad women
were called women of pleafure,

and the crime of adultery, foften-

ed into the inodifh denomination

of crim. con.

More vain and oftentatious in

his particular way, than any man

alive, he grofsly attacked the li-

berality and public-fpirit of He-

rodes Atticus, a rich citizen,who

diffufing his wealth in laudable

exertion, and ornamenting his

country by magnificent ftruc-

tures, reflected credit on the tafte

and munificence of a private

citizen ; placing many of the

comforts, and fume of the lux-

uries of life, within the reach of

the pooreft individual.

The territory on which the

Olympic Games were exhibited,

had been for ages a burning fand,

the death of many a candidate,

from duft and fultry heat; a fpot

rendered claffical by poets, and

affording a permanent land- mark
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to the chronologift and hiftorian,

was fcantily fupplied with water,

for the neceffary purpofes of re-

frefliment, ornament, and food
;

a reproach to the avarice, the

poverty, or the tafte of the

Greeks.

The quick fighted zeal of He-

rodes, faw and provided for the

defect ; he conducted, at a vaft

expence of labor and money, a

copious dream, fupplied from

diftant fprings, by an aqueduct,
which uniting magnificence with

utility, was the wonder and or-

nament of his country.
A work, which it was difficult

to fpeak, or even think of, with-

out praiie, which excited and

deferved general approbation,
was confidered by Peregrinus, as

an excellent opportunity for ex-

ereifing his talent at fatire and

invective.

He abufed Herodes, as vain-

glorious and oftentatious, in thus

lavilhing his wealth on an under-

taking, which only ferved to

render the Olympic combatants

effeminate, and unwarlike
;
he

afferted, that it was more ufeful

to the ftate, though a few lives

were facrificed, to habituate and

harden them, by expofure to

heat and thirft, than to fuffer the

defenders of their country to en-

joy the unmanly indulgences of

coolnefs and fhade.

After much declamation in

favor of felf-denial, it was ob-

ferved, that on the next cele-

bration of the games, the Cynic
was fortmoft in the crowd which

prufied forward to enjoy the lux-

ury of a limpid ftream.

The office of a public cenfurer

of mankind, whatever may be

his motives, is not of a kind to

conciliate affection, but the in-

confiftencies of Peregrinus ren-

dered him contemptible ;
a cir-

cumftance highly mortifying to

a man, inceflantly hunting after

popularity, and ambitious of

pofthumous fame.

Rendered defperate by difap-

pointment, he refolved, in the

fervor of falfe philofophy, which

fo often lofes fight of truth, uti-

lity, and common fenfe, he re-

iolved to aftonifn the world, and

build his reputation on what he

judged an imperifhable bafis, by

putting an end to his exiflence

on a funeral pile.

Being queftioned as to the end

and defign he had in view, he

faid, that h meant to hold forth

to the world an impreffive ex-

ample; to teach men to defpife

death, and to bear pain with firm-

nefs and compofure.

It was in vain he was told,

that a fear of death was
llrongly

implanted in our boibms for the

wifeft purpofes, and that it was

the firft duty of every citizen,

and ought to be paramount to

every
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every other, to perform the of-

fices of fociety, in that poft, in

which Providence had placed
him.
" If he imagines," faid Lu-

cian, on hearing of his delign,
" if he imagines there is any

thing fo wonderfully pre-emi-
nent and heroic, in committing
himfelf to the flames, I can fur-

nilh him with a long lilt of fools

and madmen, who have excelled

him in this his favorite method

of making his exit.

i( In the blaze of a fierce fire,

as fuflbcation is inftautaneous,

fenfation ceales in a moment
j

but on any occafion which rouzes

their zeal, or animates their de-

votion, the Indian Brahmins li-

terally roaft themfelves by flow

fires, voluntarily expofing them-

felves to the agonies of death, for

feveral hours.

" If the padion of Peregrinns
arifes merely from being tired of

life, he need only return to his

own country, whofe laws, as a

parricide and an adulterer, he has

notoriously violated, and he will

inftantly receive the jull reward

of his crimes."

With all his pretended firm-

nefs, the Cynic appears inward-

ly to have dreaded the fate to

which he had devoted himfelf;

he was not without hopes, that

by the interference of his aflb-

ciates, or the companion of the

people, his propoied death would

be prevented.

But general expectation being
rouzed, his abfolute and pofitive

refufal to undergo that which he

had voluntarily offered, befides

lowering him in the efteem of his

followers, (for even Peregrinus
was not without dilciples) his

failure would have expofed him
to the rifk of being torn to pieces

by the populace, who, on fuch

occafions, are not difpofed to

fubmit quietly to an irnpoftor,

who fports with their feelings,

and infults their credulity.

Finding he had nothing to ex-

pect from the humanity, he ap-

pealed to the fuperftition of the

people ; fpoke of coeleftial com-

munications, dreams, and omens,
which forbade the execution of

his pnrpofe ;
but he had gone

too far to retreat, and finding

that he had no alternative, but

the death he had chofen, or a

more (hocking and ignominious

end, he prepared the funeral pile

with his own hands.

On the day appointed, and

during the vail concourfe of the

Olympic Games, he appeared

with a train of attendants j ad-

dreflld the people in a ftudied

fpeech, in which he aflerted,

that the evils he had fuf-

fered, and the pains he had en-

dured,
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dured, were fufficient teftimonies

of his attachment to philofophy,

without the prefent proof.

He then expatiated on the

vanity of life, and the glory of

devoting- ourfelves to death, for

the benefit of others, but was in-

terrupted by the (bouts of his

friends, (in all probability previ-

oufly inftructed) who exclaimed,

that fuch a man ought to live for

the fake of his country, for the

inftruction and edification of

mankind.

Thefe words, fo highly grate-

ful to Pertgrinus, which would

have fecured him the credit,

without fubjecting him to the

penalties of martyrdom, were

calculated at once to foothe his

vanity, and gratify his love of

life, which, in fpite of his declar

rations, ftill predominated.
Thefc words were inftantly

overpowered by the voices of a

very confiderable majority, who

loudly infilled, that a non-per-
formance of that which he hacj

promifed, was unworthy the

character he aflumed, that a

philofopher ought to fet an ex-

ample of confiftency and fcrupu-
lous faith. " Conduct him to

the pile, conduc^i him to the

pile," re-echoing on every fide,

filled our philofopher with terror

and difmay.

Convinced that nothing but

death, in the manner and form

he had himfelf propofed, would

fatisfy the mercilefs and irritated

multitude ;
in a tremor, produc-

ed by violent agitation of body
and mind, he funk on the ground;

repeated fainting?, fucceeded by
a violent fever, made it necefl'a-

ry to poftpone the bufinefs.

A phyfician who was fent for

to adminifter relief, informed

him, that if he was fo anxioufly

bent on death, he might fave

himfelf the trouble and ceremo^

ny of publicly inflicting it on

himfelf, for that the fever, ifun-

fubdued, would foon releafe him

from his cares,

Peregrinus, not relifhing the

propofal, told his medical friend,

that merely to die in his bed,

was not the thing he wanted,

that fo common a mode of going
out of the world unnoticed an4

unapplauded, had neither the

charm of novelty, nor the at-?

traction of popular admiration.

After a liruggle of feveral

weeks, between his fears, his

difeafe, and his pride, the fever

left him, and he pofi lively fixed

the time and place at which he

would execute his purpofe.

On the fixteenth day of July,

in the one hundred and fixty-

fifth year of the Chriflian oera,and

in the two hundred and thirty-

fixth Olympiad, fuch was the
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formal ftyle in which it was an-

nounced, he afcended for the

la(t time, a funeral pile, which

he had conftructed with his own
hands.

Three miles from Olympia, on

the evening of a ferene day, and

the moon mining with a filver

light, Peregrinus prefented him-

felf to the public eye, with a

long train of followers, and

many others, whom curiofity or

admiration had attracted.

Laying afide his mantle, his

wallet and his ftaff, with a flam-

beau, he fet fire to the fabric he

had formed, of fir and other in-

flammatory materials
; then

fcattering incenfe around him,
and turning his face to the fouth,
he exclaimed in a loud voice,
fl Genii of my anceftors, open

your arms to receive me;" and

leaping into the flames, was foon

reduced to aflies.

Thus terminated the career of

a man, who may be faid to have

rendered himfelf extraordinary

by his crimes, and the manner
of his death.

Having, by flagitious obliqui-

ty, barred againft himfelf a path
to honeft fame, which is, or

ought to be, within the reach of

virtuous conduct and beneficial

exertion alone, he attempted a

bye-road to renown, by fingula-

rity, eccentric conduct, and what

he called philoibphy ; a name

which for the worft purpofes,
and with the moft deplorable ef-

fects, has been fo often confer-

red on fyftems, neither directly
nor remotely tending to meliorate

ourfelves, or increafe the know-

ledge and happinefs of others.

Lucian, who was prefent at,

and defcribes the death of the

Cynic, endeavoured, in the fpirit

of ironical raillery, to perfuade the

fpectators, that he felt the motion

of an earthquake, at the moment

Peregrinus expired, that a vulture

was feen to afcend from the fu-

neral pile, and a voice heard, ut-

tering the following words : I

quit the earth, and take my flight

to heaven.

As a proof of the difpofition in

mankind to propagate, as well as

receive faluSood, the fatirift re-

lates, that a few months after,

he was in company with an

old man, of venerable appear-

ance and fair character, who

pofitively affirmed, that he not

only faw the vulture' afcend,

and heard the words distinctly

pronounced, but that he beheld

the {hade of Peregrinus, cloathed

in a white tranfparent robe, and

with a crown of olive on his

head, in the portico of a temple

at Elis.

For thefe, and other reafons,

flatues and divine honors were

decreed to his memory ;
his ftaff,

a few years after his death, fold

for
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for au Attic talent, which may
be computed in Englifh curren-

cy, at fomething more than

one hundred and eighty pounds.
Thus the peculiar turn of

men's minds of that age, to ad-

mire fuicide, and applaud thole

who infulted them, confecrated

and diffufed a degree of fplendor
over the memory of an indivi-

dual, who, but for a lucky efcape,

would; a few years before, have

perilhed on a crofs, as a profli-

gate, a parricide, and an adulterer.

In the prefent day, a candidate

for fame or profit, though he

will not exaftly tread in the foot-

fteps qf Peregrinus, fome of the

means he may employ, will per-

haps, be equally contradictory
to utility and found fenfe.

Illiterate and ftupid himfelf,

he may perfuade the world, that

be has by a fortuitous glance,
made himfelf acquainted with

the ftruclure and laws of the ani-

mal economy, that he has in a

few months rendered himfelf a

complete mafter of the myfteries
of a fcience, to which the great
benefactors of mankind, have

devoted the ftudies of a long life.

Giving credit to his aflertions,

the infatuated multitude will la-

vim their wealth on the minion

pf lucky incident, whom, but

for the delufive mi ft he has fpread

before their eyes, they would not

have truftcd in their fcullery or

their dog-kennel.
Another may publifh, as the

produ&ion of firft-rate genius,
the elaborate nonfenfeof his own

brain, artfully cloathed in the

duft, the cobwebs and antiquated

phrafe of remote times; produc-

ing from old chefts his new ma-

nufcripts, he may raiie contribu-

tions on the ignorant, the credu-O *

lous, and the unwary,
A third adventurer, but of a

different defcription, may liften

to the harangues, and perufe the

nonfenfe of enthufiafts, myftics,

and madmen, till he catches the

infection, and considers every

pratingdriveller as infpired. And
how -much foever the early part
of his life may have been re-

marked for literary acutenefs and

found judgment ; in the heat of

enthufiaftic delufion, he may ob-

trude his abfurd fpeculations

into national debates, and imi-

tating the Saracens of old, pay
divine honors to thofe, whom
Providence has deprived of its

choiceft gifts ; to ideots and

maniacs, whofe arguments are

beftanfwered by a ftraight waift-

coat, and who ought never to

have been fuffered to re-pafs the

thrdhold of a mad-houfc.

PETRIFIED CITY IN
T AFRICA, a tale often

told,
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told, frequently refuted, and

fometimes believed.

To the catalogue of thofe who
have given credit to this abfurd-

ity, I believe firft mentioned by

Kircher, in his Mundus Subter-

raneus, may be added the name

of Louis the fourteenth, King of

France, who ordered one of his

ambafTadors to procure the body
of a man from this fingular city.

It would not have been right

to difobey the commands of fo

generous a monarch, and the

fum of five hundred pounds was

promifed to two Janizaries, if

they would procure, for a royal

collector, the objecl of his wifhes.

After a certain time, the crafty

mufTulmen returning from a pre-

tended journey into the defart,

reported, that it was not in their

power to convey away fo bulky
a weight as the body of a man,
without difcovery, but that wip-

ing to do every thing in their

power for the fatisfa&ion of his

moft Chriftian majefty, they had,

with confiderable difficulty and

rift, brought a petrified boy, and

a petrified bun, for which the

envoy, without demur, paid the

ftipulated price, and the pelre-

J-aclions were fent to France.

Thefe expenfive curiofities were

afterwards (hewn to a learned

and (hrewd traveller, Dr. Shaw,
'who proved very fatisfactonly,

J.hat the bun was an echinus,

and the hard-hearled boy no
other than a ftatue of Cupid, on
whofe moulders the marks of a

quiver, feparated by violence,

evidently appeared, but which

the Janizaries, in their merce-

nary eagernefs, or grofs igno-

rance, had taken no pains to

efface ! !

pHILTPSON, JOHN, a gen-
tleman of good family, ia

the county of Norfolk, a
ftriking

inftance of the infamty of per-
verted paffion.

Blefled with the gifts of for-

tune, intellect, literary acquire-

ment, and perfonal accomplifl:-

mcnt, beyond the majority of

mankind, he devoted the whole

of his powers, mental, corporal,

and pecuniary, to illicit love; I

do not mean to the indiferimi -

nate indulgence of an appetite

for venal beauty; paralilcmja-

cilomque venerem non amavit\

his plcafures were more refined,

but far more dcftru&ive to the

peace and interefts of fociety.

The arts of Mr. Philipfon were

wholly directed and employed in

vitiating fpotlefs purity; he felt

no defire to win that heart, and

prefs that hand which had been

won and prefTed by another.

In thefe unwarrantable and

dangerous purfuits, he fuffered

no consideration of honor, con-

fcience, or expehce, to arreft his

abominable
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abominable career, and it would

excite the doubts, as well as hurt

the feelings, of my reader, to

mention the number of women
he feduced.

This execrable warfare againft

happinefs and innocence, natu-

rally expofed him to perfonal

violence ; he fought eleven duels,

in three of which he was defpe-

rately wounded ;
and in attain-

ing his favorite object, under-

took journies and voyages to

difhint countries, and endured

fatigue, hunger, thirft, cold, and

a deprivation of the common
comforts of life, with a patience

and perfeverance, which, in a

good caufe, would have procured

him the reputation of a hero or

a faint.

It is fortunate for the world,

and wifely ordained by the Al-

mighty,, that no individual mall

potlefs
inexhauRible refources j

otherwife there would be no

check to the wantonnefs of folly,

no curb to the perpetration of

the word of crimes.

At the age of forty-feven, the

fubjecl of our prefent article,

literally,
and in every fenfe of

the word, was not worth a {hil-

ling; he had fpent and whollyD ' ' *

diffipated property, real and per-

fonal, to the amount of one

hundred thoufand pounds ;
fo

highly did he value the peri (li-

able and tranfitory pleafures he

enjoyed.

Having exchanged wealth and

independence for ignominious

poverty ; the gaming table, and

other arts, fomewhat connected

with his favorite paffion, afforded

him a precarious fubfiftence for

a few years.

In the interval, being detected

in an intrigue, attended with ag-

gravating circum (lances, which

would have expoled him to the

(trong arm of the law, he fud-

denly quitted the Britifli domi-

nions, and flying to France, lived

feveral years at Paris, in a rou-

tine of fplendid infamy.
"

But," to ufc the words of a

writer of his life, for Mr. Philip-

fon was not without a titled

biographer, the companion of

fome of his follies, and many of

his crimes
;

" but aiming at a

game too high, he was appre-
hended by virtue of a Lettre de

Cachet, imprifoned in the Baftile,

and died in that fortrefs, in the

year feventeen hundred and

eighty,"
This unpropitious pofition did

not extinguish his conftitutional

propenfity; he contrived, fays

the authority I have ju ft quoted,
to attracl: the pity, win the af-

fections, and corrupt the virtue

of the daughter of one of his

keepers; and, as if his death was

to
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to take a tincture, oharacleriftic

of the manners of his life, lie

a&uallij died in the arms of' tills

infatuated female.

A child, born' after the dentil

of its parent, itill furvives him,

and often liltens with a mixture

of furprize, horror, and regret,

to the eventful hiltory of Juck a

father.

pIIILOSTRATUS.
From a paflage in the life of

Apollo Tyameus, quoted by Phi-

loftratus, who is accufed of deal-

ing too muck in the marvellous,

it appears, that a people of India,

called Oxydraci, poflefled a de-

finitive material, in its proper-

ties and effecls, nearly approach-

ing to gunpowder, and that this

circumstance intimidated Alex-

ander the great, and prevented
his attacking them.

"
They overthrew their ene-

mies," fays this antient author,
"

by tempefts, thunderbolts, and

lightning, hurled from their

walls."

For this paflage I am indebt-

ed to a modern writer of novels,

whofe name and work have both

efeaped my memory.

pHCENIX, a bird defcribe4
^

by Tacitus and by Pliny.

The defcription of the natura-

lift is quoted as a pafTage from

Manillas, a Roman writer, co-

temporary with Marius and Sylla,

but no longer extant.

"The Phoenix is a native of

Arabia, facred to the fun, and

which lives to the a:re of five or

fix hundred years; when finding
the languors of diffolution ap-

proaching, it prepares a neft of

tiie flender branches 9f Caffia,

and other aromatic fhrubs, on

which it expires, and, wonderful

to tell, a young bird is produced
from the marrow of the bones of

its parent."

My readers will hear with

furprize, that a bird thus gravely
mentioned by a celebrated natu-

ralift, and fpoken of by a philo-

fophic hiltorian, in fat, never

exifted.

PHYSICIANS, and their Pre-

feriptions.

It has been obferved by a late

writer, whofe good fenfe is per-

petually ftrr.ggling againii ftrong

prejudices,
" That phyfic is more

dedrucYive than difeafe, and that

the inconveniences it actually

produces, are much greater than

any evils it can remove.
"
However, as it is the fafhion

to take phyfic, L^e people, who
have little to do, had better throw

away their time on fclf-preferva-

tion, than in vvorfe employments;
in fueh cafes, the occupation of

a phyfician is curious, he creates

is ii..r the profejjed pur-

pofe
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pofe of deftroying them, and in-

troduces giants that he may have

the credit of knocking them

down
;
in a word, he terrifies, in

order that he may foothe, and

torments, that he may afterwards

difplay his {kill and dexterity in

giving eafe.

" All this evil and chicanery

might be prevented, if we would

only exert a little ftrength of

mind
; acquire that mod import-

ant of all arts, the art of fuffer-

ing, and patiently fubmit to the

disorders entailed on our nature ;

we ihould, in that cafe, get rid of

a moft expenfive and vexatious

fpecies of impofture, and be cer-

tain, when the hour of death ar-

rived, that it came in the ordi-

nary courfe, and had not been,

haftened by the miftakes of ig-

norance or the deceptions of art."

The ingenious author, whofe

words I have copied, was a cu-

rious but not uncommon inftance

of a man's theory and practice

being completely at variance;

although a profeffed fceptic in

matters of fcience as well as re-

ligion, on almoft every occafion

of ill health and deprefled fpirits,

he fent for a phyfician or a cler-

gyman ; being rallied for this

apparent inconfiftency, his ge-

neral reply was,
" I wifli to

hear what they have to fay, and

then follow my own opinion."

But independent of this prac-

tical recantation, and allowing
that the medical art cannot

lengthen life, which, in ten

thoufand inftances, it notorioufly

and undoubtedly does, may I be

permitted to afk this farcaftic

obferver, if it is of no import-
ance to diminiih pain, and alle-

viate the calamities and difafters

of life ? Will he deny the magic
effects of opium, whofe com-

pofing drops make fo many nau-

feous draughts go down? Would
he refufe bark to a miferable

wretch fhaken to pieces by an

intermittent? Would he inter-

dict the moft powerful of all

minerals to a repentant (inner,

tainted by the envenomed

fcourge of unlawful love ?

In the agonies of a pleurify,

would he withdraw his arm from

the falutary lancet, or, having
fraclured a limb, would he reject

the affiftance of a bandage ?

Whatever he might fay, his

conduct, on thefe trying occa-

fions, would at once prove his

faith, and contradict his profef-

fions.

pICUS, JOHN, Count of

Mirandola, a learned man,
and a munificent patron of lite-

rature, in the twelfth century,

called by Scaliger, MONSTRUM
SINE VITIO.

At the a<re of eighteen, he is

faid to have been maftcr of tirrn-

ty-tu-o
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ty-two languages ; he was the

friend of Politian, who publifh-

ed their correfpondence ;
there

is alfo an elegy on the death of

Laurentio de Medicis, addreffed

to him, which may be feed

among the Latin poems of Pe-

trus Crinitus.

The count was author of a

book of Thefes on a variety of

fubjecls, logic, divinity, mathe-

matics, magic, phyfics, and the

Caballa; this work gave great

offence, and was formally con-

demned by Pope Innocent the

fecond (Gregorio Papi.)
In an apology, which Picas

found it neceflary to make, he

gives a curious inftance of the

grofs ignorance of one of his

adverfaries
;

this ingenious gen-
tleman beino; afked the meaningO O
of the word Caballa, replu-d, that

it was the name of a certain

wicked heretic, who had writ-

ten againft the Chriflian re-

ligion.

pITT, WILLIAM, fecond

f: fon of the firft Earl of Cha~

tham, a minifter whom I once

idolized, then rudely attacked,

and now revere ; fuch are the

fluctuations of hafty judgment,
enthufiafm, paffion, or caprice.

Having pratifed for a (hort

time as a barrirter, he foon felt

that it was not his fate to retail

opinions for gold, or to make

the worfe appear the better caufe;

a more fplendid, and to the pub-
lic, a more beneficial fituation

was referved for him.

At a period of life, when moft

of us, abforbed in folly and feu-

dality, are fowing the bitter feeds

of repentance; with a refolution,

which it is eafier to deride than

imitate, hevigoroufly applied the

whole powers of his mind to

public bufinefs, and private im-

provement.

With the youthful down ftill

on his cheek, he plunged into

the ftormy fea of politics ; defy-

ing compromife, and outftrip-

ping competition, he fkilfully

fteered amicift the quickfands of

party; leduced, but never cor-

ntpted by democratic fyrens,

purfuingthe triumph, and partak-

ing the popular gale, he at length

gained the wifhed-for port, where

he reigns fupreme, the favorite of

his fovereign, the arbiter of his

aflbciates, and, with a few ex-

ceptions, beloved by the people.

A young man, thus occupying
a poft, which cabinet veterans

have patted their lives in quali-

fying themfelves for, or in vainly

attempting to procure, naturally

excites a wifh to enquire by what

extraordinary merits fuch pre-

eminent fuperiority has been at-

tained.

To "this queftion, a ready and

fatisfactory anfwer may be given:
the
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the afcendancy of the Lord War-
den was evidently produced by

predominating abilities, and the

impulle of liereditary worth ; by
affiduous parental inftruclion,

and lad, but not leaft, by the

fortunate peeuliarity of his po-
litieal pofhion.

At a -certain period of his

reign, the king's fituation, as to

confidential Jervants, was con-

fefledly hopelefs, his mortifica-

tions had been various and ievere.

The director of his education,

and the friend of his private

hours, through the unwarrant-

able arts of a faithlefs libeller,

was generally difliked : the Bed-

ford party had been driven from

the helm, with circumflances of

violence and outrage ; the Duke
of Grafton, purfued by the per-

fonal virulence of the greatO

literary qfjajfin, found that flight

was his only fafety.

An amiable chancellor, of

exquiiite fenfibility, and firft-rate

powers, but diftra&ed by con-

tending pallions, periled pre-

maturely, before his patent and

appointment had gone through
the neceifary official forms : Lord

North, confidering his minif-

terial exiftence as incompatible
with the difapprobation of the

Houfe of Commons, retired

without a flgh.

That illuftrious combination of

talent and integrity, collected

under the aufpices of the worthy

Marquis of Rockingham, had

undermined the ground on which

they flood, by their Jelf-denying
ordinance : Lord Shelburne, with

many recommendatory requifites,

was not generally accepted; and

Mr. Fox, with powers and a dif-

pofition, reipeded even by his

enemies, had given juft caufe of

offence, by a coarfe, a degrading,
an unconftitutional definition of

a king.
Thus fituated, and in fad thus

deferted, our gracious monarch

anxioufly looked around him for

a Treafury Alias, on whom the

burthen of minifterial reipoiifi-

bility might reft.

A youth happily prefented him-

felf, of popular name, correct

conduct, brilliant powejs, and

morals like his own, undebauch-

ed, but like his own, fufficiently

pliant for cabinet intrigue ;
the

fovereign faiv, and marked him

for his own.

It mull be confeffed, that on

this occaiion, the machinery for

difplacing one minifter, and mak-

ing another, was curious and

mafterly.

The affairs of a great mercan-

tile company had been long and

defperately deranged j
decifive

meafures were called for from all

quarters, to remedy the evils of

peculation
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peculation or mifmanagement,
and to replenifh an exhaufted

treafury.

For thcfe defirable purpofes,

and to introduce accuracy, order,

and
rigid fupervifion, Mr.. Fox's

India bill had been produced;
but an incautious diftribution of

patronage firft exciting dilcon-

tent, an invafion. of chartered

rights was conjured up, his ma-

jeiry's opinion of the meafure,

during its diicuffion in parlia-

ment, was diligently and inde-

cently propagated ;
the weak

\vere alarmed, the ill-defigning

fet in motion; Lord Temple laid

the train, his coufin was ap-

pointed Premier, the watch-word

was given, and PITT AND THE
CONSTITUTION fpread like wild

tire through the natiun.O

From this flight retrofpe& it

appears, that the king's perlbnal

diflike of his prcdecelTors, was

the more immediate cauie of

Mr. Pitt's early advancement ;

this advantage he improved by

alternately difplaying immove-

able firmnefs, and accommodat-

ing pliancy.

He pertinacioufly kept poffef-

fion of the man(ion inDowning-
itreet, again!! the fenle of a

majority in parliament which all

former minifters had trembled at

and flirunk from : iurrounded by
a hoft of enemies, during the de-

clamatory violence of the debates

on a propofed regency, he was

not fubdued by popular clamour,
he was unawed by the frowns of

a prince.

His readinefs to accept and fol-

low advice from all quarters has

been exemplified in his Board

of Controul, his Irifli Propofi-

tions, his Commutation Act,

his Tobacco Bill, and more par-

ticularly by the line of conduct he

has purfued on that critical and

delicate fubject, REFORM, and

in the various attempts which

have been made to abolifh or

meliorate the flave-trade; points,

on which be has acted with good

fenfe, expediency, and good de-

fign.
(f Your path," faid a virulent

declamatory pamphleteer, who

addrefied the Premier, when the

appointment of a regent, and

Mr. Pitt's refignation, were hour-

ly expe&ed, "your path as. a

ftatefman is for ever clofed, but

nature and education have emi-

nently qualified you for the bar.

" The court of King's Bench,

where your friend, (at that time,

Lord Kenyon) prefides, opens its

friendly doors, and you may
link with fafcty into a refpect-

able barrifter.

" With your brief, your tie-

wig, and the fourth-part of a

hackney-coach, you will be va-

lued by folicitors and atiornies j

with pompous diction, ftudied

phrafeology,
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phrafeology, and nicely felccted

words, you may f'oothe the {lum-

bers of a puifne judge, and mif-

Icad a petty jury."
The prophecy of this fccond

Daniel failed
;

his majefty hap-

pily recovered, and Palinurua,

improved by age and experience,

again fits at the helm.

Much has been faid on his ex-

tending the excifc-luws; a mode

of fecuring the revenue, which

Sir Robert Walpole, from the

feditious and fellim clamour of

his opponents, found it neceflary
to abandon.

Of ib enormous a fize is the

national debt, that every means

of infuring the payment of the

dividends is highly laudable; and

I believe it is generally allowed,

that on many important articles

of confumption, no impoft can

be rendered productive, without

the unpopular aid of an excife-

nian. This, though unavoid-

able, is a ferious evil, a perplex-

ing clomeftic grievance.

The early opinions of Mr.

Pitt, on feveral topics, which

once procured him confiderahle

popularity, have been malig-

nantly felefted, and publifhed by
his enemies, in the hope of fix-

ing on him the ftigma of tergi-

verfation ; but when we recol-

letft the various mifchiefs which

bare been produced by agitating,

at improper fcafons, firft prtnci-

iples, in themfelves harmlefs and

undeniable, I confider the con-

duct of the miniiter as prudent
and juitifiable.

On the fubjeft of a parlia-

mentary reform, univerfal fuf-

frage, &c. &c. whatever at a

certain time may have been the

generally accepted opinion, no

well-meaning man can deny,
that in our prefent circum-

ftances, a government ought to

be fupported, which fecures us

refpecl: abroad, and tranquillity

at home.

In the following extract from

one of his Ipeeches, the praife of

animated patriotifm and ftrong

impreflion, cannot be denied to

the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
"

I hope and truft," faid Mr.

Pitt, in anfwer to thofc who were

arguing for peace,
"

I hope and

truft that we are not lefs anxious

for peace than the honourable

gentlemen; but, however defira-

ble it may be, we will not prof-

trate the prefent interelts, the

future fafety, the honor and in-

dependence of Great Britain, at

the feet of an infolent and inii-

dious foe.

" It is not yet, I thank God,
that we are to learn the humili-

ating levTbn of a bafe and abject

fubmifiion.
" In what rencounter have

our
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Our enemies had reafon to think

us degenerated from the fpirit
of

our anceftors ?

" In what conflict with En-

glifhmen have they not regularly

experieneed defeat and difap-

pointment ?

" To proclaim that we are

exhauftcd, that we want the

union and ability neceflary for

making a proper refiftance; to

depreciate our refources, and ex-

alt thole of France, are, I con-

fefs, fingular methods of bring-

ing our atlverfaries to reafon."

At the moment of my pre-

paring this article for the prefs,

Mr. Pitt's return to the treafury

is announced
;

this is a circum-

iiance highly important in every

point of view; whether we con-

fider him as THE PILOT WHO
WEATHERED THE STORM, dur-

ing the war of the French revo-

lution, or as a parliamentary

orator, who difcovered and pro-
claimed fo many errors in the

adminiftration Q{ hisfriend, Mr.

Acldington; errors, which we

hope and expect he will correct

and remedy. I embrace this op-

portunity of bidding Mr. Ad-

dington a cordial, a friendly

farewell
; he has left an impref.

fion on the minds of the people
of England, which will not foon

be effaced; that of a minifter

pleafant in manners, honeft in

defign, intelligible, plain, and

VOL. III.

cool ; who, fcorning to ftoop to

the little arts of a place and pen-

lion-hunter, brought into office,

and carries with him into retire-

ment, clean hands, an uncor-

rupted heart, and an independ-
ent mind.

I confidered, and ftill conlider

him as a minifter, who, during
the whole of his adminiftration,

recollected the enormous bur-

thens already laid on our moul-

ders, and added to them in every
inftance with reluctance; A MI-

NISTER WHO NEVER FORGOT HE
WAS A MAN, and who perfevered

in fetting his face (hinc illce la-

chrymce} againft public default-

ers, and official peculation.

Multis, this I would tranflate

into many millions, multis ille

lonisfleliLis abiit.

Still I think he did right to

retire
;

the popular current fet in

favor of his fucceflbr, which I

hope he will not dij'appoint ;
and

I am very much miftaken if the

late Chancellor of the Exchequer
would not, in every inftance,

facrifice his own intereft and in-

clinations, whenever placed in

competition with the welfare of

his country.

Various and important are the

reafons for congratulating my
country on Mr. Pitt's return to

office; he is a war minifter, the

marked enemy and oppofer of

French ufurpation, qualified by
c" experience
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experienceand fcnglifh feelings, to

curb and correct it; and, affift-

ed by the prompt energy and fer-

tile refources of Lord Melville,

if they perfift in my favorite plan
of fweeping the ocean in every di-

re&ion, and fending out crullers

with every wind and every wave,
fo that not a cockle boat, under

French colours, (hall appear, WE
MUST SUCCEED.

I hope to fee the time, when
jiot a particle of tea, fugar,

coffee, or any foreign produce,
fhall he confmned in France, till

it has paid the duty at an Englifh
cuftom houfe; by thefe and other

means, war may be rendered as

lucrative as peace ; we fhall be

enabled to fulfill, with honor and

eflfecl, the duties of the expenfive

office in which, by accident or

by neceffity, we are placed ; that

of DEFENDERS OP THE INDE-

PENDENCE OP EUROPE.

But at all events, I hope we
fhall be protected and guarded

againft the diplomatic arts of

MeflT. Otto and Talleyrand, thofe

vvholefale dealers in peace, thofe

fabricators of treaties
; an art in

which the infidious duplicity of

a Frenchman generally over-

reaches the honeft, unfufpecling
nature of an Englishman : this

Gallic art I dread more than all

their
flotillas, and all their threats

of invafion.

JMotwithftanding my ftrong

perfonal propenfities in favor of

Mr. Fox, my admiration of the

powers of his head, and my love

of the qualities of his heart, I

rejoice that he was excluded from

forming a joint comprehenfive ad.

miniftration
; my reafons, which

I hope will not offend him, I beg
leave to {lute.

,
I conceive, and I have reafons

for conceiving, that his princi-

ples prc-difpofe him to republi-

canifm, that he is too honeft and

too well-meaning to difguife or

difappoint thefe tendencies ;
and

further, that he is connected

with, and attached to, perfons

profcffing the fame opinions ;

but who, without the kindnefs

of his nature, would carry them

even beyond the bounds of ra-

dical reform, and by the fury of

indifcriminate zeal, plunge the

country at once into a ftate of

confufion and uproar, at a mo'

went like the prefent, very un-

defirable.

I therefore object againft Mr.

Fox and his friends making any

part of the prefent adminiftra-

tion, for the fame reafon that

ecclefiaftics would preferve the

teft act ; not that they have any
doubt of the obje&ors to it

meaning well') far from it, but

becaufe they are candid, open,
and honeft, and becaufe their

virtue is their crime. The princi-

ples they avow are inconfiftent

with
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with the Englifh conftitution,

which is a pure monarchy, with

all its prerogatives, collaterally

aided and affifted, it is true, by
one legiflative, judicial, and by
one democratic fifcal branch, but

neither of which can, and God

grant never may, exercife one

jot or one tittle of regal power.

PITTMAN, HENRY, a So-
"^

merfetOYire furgeon, who
ferved the Duke of Monmouth
in his profeffional capacity, on

his difaftrous expedition.

Of his conduct on this occa-

fion, a narrative remains, in

which Pittman repeatedly de-

clares, that the fervices he ren-

dered the duke were not volun-

tary, and takes great pains to

prove his aflertion
; yet, in fpite

of all our precautions, there are

crevices and loop-holes through
which truth as well as error will

creep.

In the apology for his conduct,

a quarto pamphlet publiflied in

lG8y, having occafion to men-
tion the duke's undertaking, he

calls it fatal and unfortunate,
which to Monmouth and his ad-

herents it undoubtedly was, but

to King James, if he had pofleff-

ed one grain of prudence or good
fenfc, the defeat was aufpicious

and lucky; nor would the epi-

thets ufed by Pittman have been

applied to the event, but by a

well-wifher to the ill-condu6ted

defcent.

After the victory of the king's

troops, our furgeon and a num-
ber of his aflbciates were con-

ducted to prifon, tried, and con-

demned to death, but by good

fortune, by pleading compulfion,
or rather by the well-timed ap-

plication of a large fum of mo-

ney, which Pittman complains

entirely ruined his fortune, his

execution was refpited, and, at

laft, changed to the punimment
of tranfportation to Earbadoes.

From this ifland, to which fo

many individuals, in modern

times, voluntarily and profitably

tranfport themfelves, he found

means to efcape, and returned to

England a year after the revolu-

tion, to witnefs the triumphs of

his friends, and rejoice at the de-

preffion of a common enemy.
With refpect to the book pub-

lifhed by Pittman, it is neither

interefting from the information

it contains, nor attractive in the

manner by which it is conveyed;
it is the huzza of a prifoner at

large, who, in the blifs of reco-

vered liberty, joins in the na-

tional chorus.

To blacken the deeds of the ab-

dicated fovereign, and to defcribe

the barbarities of the rnercilefs

Jeffreys, he thought a likely me-

c 2 thod
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thod of recommending himfelf

to King William and his mi-

nifters.

LEADS TO LOVE,
a fentiment confirmed by

every day's experience, and re-

markably exemplified at the pre-
fent moment.

Numbers of Engliuh women
have married exiled Frenchmen,
and many inftances have oc-

curred, in which virgins, wi-

dows, mothers of families, and

buxom abigails, have been fe-

duced by thefe ftrangers, whofe

perfons, tempers, and manners,
were by no means attractive ;

the lovers, in every inftanee I

was acquainted with, had no

other recommendation than ge-
nuine diftrefs, and fortunes ruin-

ed beyond recovery.
' c La pitie," fays one of their

writers,
ff comme toutes les

paffions, a fes fophifmes et fes>

erreurs."

But if this amiable weaknefs

ibmetimes leads to error and

degradation, it occafionally is the

handmaid of happinefs and do-

meftic comfort; a cafe ftrongly
in point occurred in the life of

Dr. John Burton, formerly fel-

low of Eton College, a man
never recolle&ed by his cotem-

poraries without love and regret,

and mentioned in a former vo-

lume as a
literary antagonift of

Dr. King, who was of a charac-

ter a little different.

Dr. Burton having been pre-
fented by his college to the vicar-

age of Maple-Derham, in Ox-

fordfhire, repaired to that place
in order to be inducted ;

when a

melancholy fcene prefented itfelf;

the widow of his predeceflor, in

that preferment (Dr. Edward

Lyttleton) with three infant

daughters, without a home, and

without fortune ! !

The worthy doctor infifted

that the lady mould on no ac-

count be put to the trouble of

quitting the parfonage ; he con-

folcd her by every means in his

power, and occafionally repeat-

ing his vifits, became ftrongly
interefted in her welfare, and, at

the fame time, fo fafcinated with

her perfon, difpofition, manners

and accomplifhments, that, after

a decent time, they became man
and wife.

Thofe who have a relifh for

learning, embellifhed by tafte

and guided by good fenfe, will

find them happily united in the

Opufcula of this excellent man ;

a Latin oration fpoken before the

univerfity of Oxford, and after-

wards published under the title

of "
Heli, or an Inftanee of a

Magiftrate erring through le-

nity," is well worthy the perufal

of
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of vice chancellors, pro&ors, and

heads of houfes.

The following paflage of his

monumental inicription is (Irict-

ly appropriate ; Vir, inter pri-

mes, dotlus, ingeniofus, plus,

opum. contempior, ingenues ja-
ventutisfautor~.

pLAIN DEALING, beft be.

fore as well as after mar-

riage.

The following anecdote of cer-

tain inaufpicious nuptials, I will

not authenticate, left I mould

give pain to a worthy man, which

in every in (lance has been care-

fully avoided in this colle&ion,

although the contrary ha h been

averted; particularly in an article

of my firll volume, which de-

icribed a Cngular inflance of ac-

cumulated diftrefs in one family.
I know that pain was inflicted

by the narrative in queftion, and

I meant to give pain, but it was

to two odio.us and worthlefs cha-

racters, who had direcllv or col-

laterally been the caufe of all the

mifery that was endured ; but I

mult not* forget the unlucky

wedding, which, though I have

fuppreffed names, deferves to be

recorded.

A gentleman of fortune and

good fenfe, but fomevvhat hafty

in his temper, had for feveral

years addrefled a young woman
f his own age and rank, and,

after the ufual delays, had at lad

prevailed on her to accept, his

hand; the party went from

church to the houfe of -a, near

relation, at a few miles diflance,

and the day, as was cuftomary
at that period, pafled in merri-

ment and feafting. At a late

hour, the bride was .conducted

to bed, and he.r. impatient lover,

fcarcely yet a huiband, after

evading the mares of intoxica-

tion, and the contrivances of

mifchieyous fun, hurried to his

miftrefs's bed chamber.

But, in a fhort time, the com-

pany was alarmed by an outcry
that the gentleman, after re-

maining a few minutes, had

fuddcnly quitted the room,
rufhed down flairs, and left the

houfe without uttering a word.

The night, which promifed

pleafanter things, concluded in

buftle and confirmation ;
inftead

of foft fighs, rapturous kifles,

and the gentle violence of hy-
meneal love; h'yfteric fcreams,

bartfhorn, long faces, burnt fea-

thers and confufion.

Meflengers were difpatchcd

in fearch of the bridegroom, to

his own houfe and other places

in vain.

It was not without great dif-

ficulty, and after feveral months

had pafled, that any explanation

of this fingular feceffion could be

procured from the lady.

After
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After many leading queftions
and diftant hints, fuch as coun-

fel, learned in the law, are fome-
ttmes obliged to have recourfe

to, with reluctant witneffes, it at

laft came out, that her hufband

had undreffed, and having raifed

part of the covering of the bed,
as if in the act of ftepping in,

had almoft immediately re-placed

them, put on his clothes, and

retired as has been already re-

lated.

He never would fee his wife

again, but fettled on her a fepa-

rate maintenance, more than was

proportionate to the income of

his eftate; though repeatedly

queflioned on the fubject, and

tried by wine and irritation, he

never could be prevailed on to

account for his conduct ; it is

difficult to imagine any circum-

ftance which could vvarrrant

fuch a proceeding.
The world, which on thefe

and many other occafions is kind

enough to guefs at, or find out

the motives of all our actions,

determined at once that the lady
had crooked legs, was warped in

the back, or in fome way halt or

mis-fhapenj other reafons ftill

more unpropitious were afiienedj

(he lived and died a virgin wife.

The eircumftance is intro-

duced in this place to prefs a

practical confideration of it on

ypung people and their friends,

if they wifh to fecure happinefs
in wedlock. Courtfhip, it is

true, is generally a mafquerade,

and, to a certain degree, perhaps
it is impoffible it mould be other-

wife j few women would receive

a lover in their night-caps, or

with the diftractions of faro fur-

rowing their brows; and he who

afpires to the fame of being a

favorite with the ladies, will, in

general, refrain from vi filing

them, with the fteams of a ftew,

or the naufeating exhalations of

a drunken club, hanging about

him.

Our beft looks, as well as our

beft clothes, are generally referv-

ed for fuch occafions j ftill I

profefs myfelf a fworn enemy to

concealment and difguife, on

points where health of body,

peace of mind, and domeftic

comfort are fo nearly concerned.

J neither wifh nor expect fe-

male delicacy to be diftrefled by

mortifying confcffions and awk-

ward avowals; as to common

impediments, a man mould keep
his eyes open, and have his

fenfes about him. Yet, if I had

made an offer of my fervices to

a lady, in whofe family exifling

circumjlances were unpropitious,

it would certainly be the duty of

a father, an uncle, or a guardian,

to inform me that the s;oddefs ofo

my idolatry could only be kept

flraight by ftcel a.nd whalebone j

that
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that her form was fo unfymme-
trical, ag to difqunlify her for

fulfilling the flrit great com.

mand ; that a very near relation

was under the care of Do&or
Willis ; or that their blood had

been unhappily contaminated by
fcrophula ;

to make fuch un-

pleafant difcoveries, and the fir ft

night nuift, either to man or

woman, be a moft irritating cir-

cumftance.

Certain fagc matrons, to whom
I have communicated my opi-
nion on this and other fubjecls,

generally make their heads, and

tell me, that if my fyftem was

literally and ftricily adopted,
half the weddings which take

place would be prevented, and

population be retarded. Perhaps

they are right, but how much
individual unbappinefs would be

prevented; and furely the ftate

of a cheerful old maid, or a dry
old batchelor, who takes good
care of his nephews, his nieces

and himfclfy is a thoufand times

more defirable than that of a

wretched parent, agonized half

his life by the deaths, di Portions

and fatuity of his puny offspring.
A lively and a lovely woman,

often mentioned in this work,

having, in addition to her various

thefa,Jlolen a fight of this ar-

ticle, in an unfinimed (late, in-

fills that certain preliminary quef-
tions iliallj in future, be put to

all men and women previous to

the marriage ceremony.
Thofe to be put to the latter,

fuch as, are your legs Itraight ?

Is your {hape taper ? &c. &c.
&cc. ihe leaves to gentlemen to

draw up ; but among the quef-
tions to be put to the lords of the

creation, fhe wifhes the following
to be introduced.
" How many horfes and how

many grooms have you at New-

market, and what are your en-

gagements there ?

" Will you promife, if you
meet' a Hack-legs the day you
are going to be married, that you
will not fay to him, in my hear-

ing,
'

lamveryforry, Dick, I can-

not go to * * * * wi th you j
uft now ;

but if you will. wait at the Folly

a little, I {hall have done with

this woman in lefs than an hour,

and will come dire&ly to you ?

" If you mould make fuch a

(lip, and I mould be fuch a de-

vilifli good kind of creature as to

excufe it, will you promife, upon

your honor, to be fatisfied with

getting drunk three times a

week ?

" What is your prefent female

eftablifhment ; your previous at-

tachments it would be illiberal

to expect you to drop, but may
I depend on your not enlarging

them ?

" Have you more than fix

acknowledged natural children ?

Thofe
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Thofe fupprejjed in the Found-

ling hofpital and country work-
houfes are, of courfe, out of the

queftion ?

<s Will you permit my guar-
dian to have half an hour's con-

verfation with you in the pre-
fence of the phyfician, furgeon,

apothecary, nurfe and laundrefs,

you have employed for the laft

five years ?

f( Will you alftainfrom chew-

ing lemon-peelfor one week, and

tobacco for the reft of your life ?

ce Can you produce receipts in

full from your Oxford and Lon-
don tradefmen ? Are the title-

deeds of your eftate in your own

pofleffion ?

<f Who fuffers for you at

Bath, and the watering places ?

Will you fubmit to pafs one

evening in a week at home, and

without company ?

" In cafe of a young family,
will you enter into a bond, under

confiderable penalties, to in-

dulge me in a favorite plan of

domeftic education, and if not

qualified to fuperintend and di-

rect, will you engage not to place

any impediments in my way,
but to ftrengthen my authority

by your prefence and approba-
tion?

(f Will you promife, in cafe

of compliance with thefe various

requeft;?, and however encouraged

by elevated example, not to break

out into paffionate exclamations

before -the fervants, fuch as, THIS

DAMNED WOMAN POISONS ALL

MY COMFORTS, &C. &C.
ff Do you believe there is a

God, and that he fent a Redeemer

to die for mankind ? Do you

agree that your family fhall de-

vote one clay in feven to prayer

and thankfgiving, that you will

at leaft, once in that day, accom-

pany me and your children to

fome public place of worfliip ?

Will you on the Sabbath-day
abftain from routes, card-parties,

giving dinners, and long jour-
nies ?

"
If, notwithstanding all my

precautions, it mould be my
misfortune to have a vicious,

unfeeling hufband, and to be at

laft driven by a mutual union of

folly, refentment and infatuation

to Doctors Commons, will you
allow it to be fome extenuation

of my crime,
( That I was car-

ried to a country -box, in a remote

county, with one of your deare/l

friends upon earth, and that du-

ring the whole time of your /lay,

you regularly retired intoxicated,

and placed your dearejl friend

upon earth ly my fide, at mid-

night, on a fopha, yawning and

exclaiming as you went out,
f You fee, George, men and their

wives are the dalle/I devils in the

world, and the ivorfe company,''

though you were conjcious, at

the
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the fame time, that the compa-
nion yon qffigned me to, was the

jirfl winner of my virgin heart,

but afterwards Jeduced by mer-

cenary views, and the redeeming
his eftatefrom a heavy mortgage,
toform an alliance wilhj'plcndid

mifery.
" If you fhoulcl be fo unfor-

tunate at the gaming-table as to

lofe not only your money, but

your credit, will you promife not

to take a wild young man of fa-

mily and fortune to board and

lodge in your manfion-houfe, at

an extravagant price, telling him
at the fame time, with a wink

and a fignificant look at me,
that you will find him in every

thing?
" Will you engage, if ever

you condefcend to accompany
your wife to the play, not to get

up at the end of the third adt, in

a fide box, a crowded houfe, and

Mrs. Siddons on the ftage, and

fay, in an audible voice, taking
out your watch at the fame time,
*
Well, my dear, you'll excufe

me, but I mu/i ftep into the

lobby, and have a peep at the

flefti market, all the world will

be there ?'

" And if you Jfiould happen
to forget this promife, and I, by

way of anfwer, fay,
*

Pray plcafe

yourfelf, I am valtly well enter-

tained here, I may depend on

your coming in time enough to fee

me to the carriage.' Will you
further promife not to anfwer in

a loud voice, fo loud as to attract

the attention of the whole houfe,
'
DAMMEE, MA'M, DO YOU

MEAN TO INSULT ME?!!'
But the queftions of Madame

Beaux Yeux have led me aftray
into the land of promife ; and I

haften to conclude the article

with a
llory, which thole who

oppofe my doclrine of unrefcrv-

ed, previous communications,
tell, by way of laughing me out
of myfyficm; it is, I

'

btlieve,
taken from a work of fome cele-

brity in its way, formerly pul?-
liflied by Mr. Jofeph Miller, of

facetious memory, and has gone

through many editions.
'

" Before we go to church,"
faid a lover, in humble life, to

his fweetheart on the morning of

their wedding-day,
"

I think it

but honeft to own that I have

occafionally been too intimate

with the fexton's daughter; but

I hope it will make no difference

between us.' " None in the

leaft, love," replied the bride,

very coolly,
"

I admire your

candour, and will imitate it; on
moft of thofe nights you were

toying with the daughter, I was

romping with her brother in the

next room."

Excufez moi mon emetique,
et je vous en excuferai votre

lavement, was a proverbial ex-

prcffion



PLAGUE.

preffion, current for time imme-

morial, in a kingdom, which

with all its affectation of refine-

ment and fuperiority, has exhi-

bited at every period, and ftill

continues to exhibit, a contra-

dictory union of gallantry and

meannefs, grofsnefs and gaiety,

politcnefs and barbarifm.

pLAGUE of fixteen hundred

and forty-fix.

The following are fome of the

public directions given during
this tremendous calamity in the

Knglifh metropolis, and intro-

duced, in this place, on the un-

erring principle, that it is as

important to prevent, as to

remedy.
"

Every houfe vijited (hall be

marked with a red crofs, in the

middle of the door, which mark
fliall at lead be a foot in length
and of a proportionate breadth,
with the following words in lesi-o o
ble characters accompanying it,

LoKD HAVE MERCY UPON US J

thefe to continue on the door of

the houfe, until the lawful open-

ing of the fame.
(( The fearchers, chirurgeons,

keepers and buriers, (hall never

pafs the ftrcets without a red rod

in their hands of three feet iu

length, open and evident to be

feen by all they meet.
"
They (hall not go into any

houfe but their own, and they

(hall wholly abftain from com*

puny.
" The ttrect (hall daily be

pared and kept clean before each

door, the paring, fcraping, and

filth to be immediately carried

away by the raker, who (hall

give notice of his approach by

blowing a horn.

"
Layftalls (hall be at a proper

di fiance from the city, and no

vault (hall on any account be

emptied in any garden, or in any
other place, adjoining, to the

fame.
"

Special care fhall be taken

that no {linking fifh, unwhole-

fome flefli, or mufty corn be fold

in the (hops or markets
;

the

brewers and tipling houfes muft

alfo be well looked after, and no

umvholefome caflcs muft be fuf-

fered
; no hogs, dogs, cats, tame

pigeons, or tame rabbits (hall

be kept.

PLAYHOUSE, the
** diverfion of the age, which

flourishes with luxurious ele-

gance, in defiance of timid mo-

ral! (Is, and the more furious at-

tacks of the puritan and metho-

dift.

In the ardor of well-meant

but miftaken zeal, thefe declaim-

ers forget, that a love of pleafure

is a natural, and, if moderately-

indulged, a rational principle,

im-
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implanted for wife purpofes, in

the breafts of us all.

That it is unlawful to laugh,
and criminal to pretend to be

happy, an impious idea, which

dcfcribes the Almighty and bene-

volent Difpofer of the univcrfe as

a tyrant, and man as the victim

of a fevere defliny, could only
have entered an imagination
clouded by defpair, and impervi-
ous to the mild rays of hope and

mercy.

But, if the doors of our thea-

tres could be clofed, T fear that

the divine and philanthropift
would gain an ineffectual victory,

by driving the promifcuous mul-

titude of a crowded metropolis to

the fties of fcnfuality and drunk-

ennefs, or the recefles of fecret

fin.

Yet the merit of Collier, and

thofe who followed him, fliould

not be forgotten ; they attacked

and drove from the ftage thofe

impious railleries and obfccne

allufions, injurious to correct

amufement, and difgraccful to

national tafte, which tainted the

dramas of the day, and too often

fully the pages of Wycherly,

Gongrevc, Farquhar, and Van-

burgh.
It would be eafy, in the prefent

inftance, as has been repeatedly

,
obferved in other parts of this

collection, it would be eafy from

jlhe abufe to argue agaiaft the

ufe of amufement ;
but does it

follow from reafon, or the nature

of things, or from a negligent
and corrupted police, that the

avenues of our theatres muft, on

every fide, be furrounded by the

noifome dens of proftitution, and

fraud ? where women and wine

are employed, by well-known

defperadoes and their emiflanes,

as decoys to the gaming table,

whilft plunder and filicide clofc

the difmal fcene.

The fame argument might,
with equal propriety, be alledged

againft kings, bccaufe St. James's

palace, the refidence of a prince

exemplary for pure manners and

decorous conduit, is almoft el-

bowed by gamblers, pickpockets

and impures ;
and in fuch num-

bers, that if fire from heaven, as

in the days of the patriarchs,

mould defcend and deftroy every

houfe of infamy in the royal pur-

lieus, our gracious monarch

would almoft have a defart around

him.

But it was not to criticife on

the drama, or moralife on its

abufes, that the prefent article

was introduced ;
the public ex-

pectation has been ftronglyraifed,

and amply gratified, by the gor-

geous decorations and bulky mag-
nificence of our new-built the-

atres, which, leaving regal fplen-

dor and ecclefiaftic grandeur at an

humble diftance, rival or outftrip

the
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the vaft dirnenfions and graceful

proportions of ancient art.

The Coup d'CEil is certainly

ftriking, but, after the dare of

wonder and the exclamations of

panegyric are fatiated and ex-

haufted, when the critic and dra-

matic amateur are feated in the

brilliant magic circle, to enjoy
that for which moft rational men
vifit a theatre; they will find,

with regret, that comfort, and

the pleafure of diftinclly hearing

what is faid on the ftage, have

been wholly facrificed to archi-

tectural grandeur and vaftnefs of

fpace ;
a fpace, which the woeful

experience of paft feafons has

"feelingly told the managers, is

never, but on the rare occafion

offome temporary ftimulus, ade-

quately occupied.

Proud to catch cold at a Vene-

tian door, has repeatedly prefent-

ed itfelf to the imagination as

well as feelings of many a

fhivering fpectator.

Mr. Sheridan might have been

taught, without paying fo clearly

tor his knowledge, and without

exhibiting the degrading fpec-

tacle of a half-finimed building

(that unerring fymptom of an

empty treafury) he might have

been taught, that there is a de-

gree of fpace, accurately deter-

mined by reafon and experience,

beyond which the human voice,

however artificially aflifted, or

violently (trained, cannot with

efficacy reach.

The rapture of an immenfe

receipt may feize the imagina-

tion, or tempt the avarice of a

manager, but he ought never to

lofe fight of the prior claims of

the public, to comfort and amufe-

ment ;
or he will, as in the pre-

fent cafe, be often obliged to ex-

hibit his gilded lattices, his ftuc-

coes, his pilafters, bis proceffions,
his cavalcades, his laughing tra-

gedies and crying comedies, to

empty benches
;

whilft the few

who are fo unlucky as to be en-

trapped by the gaudy puppet-

fhevv, will fufTer mifchiefs not

eafily remedied, from damp
fpace unoccupied, and from

freezing currents of air
5
and all

they have in return, is a view of

apparently dumb actors, whom

they may like to fee, but, with the

exception of the fidlers, cannot

poffibly hear.

The public would have been.

to the full as well anmfed, and

much better futisfied, had the

theatres prepared for their recep-

tion beea lefs gawdy and lefs

ftupendous, without levying ad-

ditional contributions on their

pockets; contributions, wliich in

the prefent rage for fumptuous

exhibition, they would have
pair]

with lefs regret, had not the

pleafure derived from the drama,

and the1
, comfort of Hearing :>..
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good play, been proportionately

diminiflied, if not almoft wholly

deflroyed.

pOET LAUREAT, a title firft

invented by the Casfars of

Germany, perpetuated by cuftom

in the Englifli court, and confer-

red at different times on the va-

rious and unequal merits of a

Gowcr, a Skelton, a Dryden, a

Gibber, and a Warton.

From Anguftus to George the

third, the mufe has been flatter-

ing and venal, hut it will be dif-

ficult to produce in any age or

country, a fimilar eftablilhment of

a ftipendiary poet, who is bound

to furnifb twice a year, a mea-

fure of praife and vcrfe, fuch as

may be fung in the prefence of

the fovereign and his court.

The Delphic laurel, in the my-

thology of the Greeks confecra-

ted to Apollo, and celebrated by
the enthufia(tic imagination of

poets, and the garland of oak-

leaves didributed to viclors in

the Roman Capitoline games,

probably firft fuggefted iuch a

literary diftinction, which, with

its various ceremonies, was con-

tinued to the reign of Theodofius,

who abolifhed it, as a remnant of

Pagan fuperftition.

After ages of defolation and

barbarifm, when few could write,

arid few enjoy the pleafures of

good writing, this title, after clue

examination, was renewed with

considerable fplenclor, in the ten-

der and accomplHhed Petrarch,

whofe name, though his works

have been configned to oblivion,

by certain modern critics, has a

lirong and juft claim to gratitude

and praife, for reviving by pre-

cept, as well as example, the.

fpirit and iludies of the Auguftau

age.

Various and violent difputes

have arifen on the fubje& of

Laura ; by fome commentators,
her exiftence has been denied,

and by others 'ftrongly fupportcd j

whether (he was or was not mar-

ried, has alfo afforded ample
matter for difcufiion. The Abbe

de Sade, who glories in being her

defcendant, calls her the mother

of eleven children, naming pre-

cifely the date of her birth, her

marriage, her death, and the

name of her hufband, Huguesde
Sade, a citizen of Avignon.
The identical object of a poet's

love, fume-times exifting only in

his own heated imagination, and

fometimes real flefli and blood,

after fo long an interval, cannot

be eafily ascertained.

In the conteft concerning Lau-

ra, as in many others, zeal and

partiality fupply the place of evi-

dence and argument : both (idea-

may be right
in their aflertions,

concerning thepcrfon they confi-.

der as Petrarch's love, but all may-

be'
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be wrong, when their afiertions

arc applied to the real object of

their hero's attachment. I con-

fefs I fee no fort of d ifgrace at-

tached to the poet or his miftrefs,

from the mere circmnftance of

her being married, which the

admirers of Petrarch, think it

their duty fo elaborately to refute,

and ib ftrenuouily to deny.
I believe few men have paflfed

through life without admi-

ring, and fometimes celebrating

female beauty and excellence, al-

though poflell'ed by another :

but it mult be extreme igno-

rance, or extreme malice only,
that would convert every inftance

of fuch involuntary homage to

feminine worth, into illicit inter-

courfe. In luch cafes, the dan-

cers of time, opportunity, and

importunity, cannot be too often,

nor too ftrongly inculcated. But

daily inftances occur, in which,
from the united force of friend-

fliip, interett, and religion, the

nuptial vow has never been ftain-

ed, even by what a late writer,

calls, the mnocent adultery of
the eye.

The diftinftion of Poet Lau-

reat, which Petrarch deferved

and enjoyed, was conferred on

Philelphus, a fatirical, generous,
but diftreffed poet of the fifteenth

century, whole Decades and

profe epiftles are not without en-

tertaining anecdotes of his times 5

on Tafib who took refuge "from

calamity under the patronage
of Cardinal Aldobrandini ; on

Querno the buffoon of Leo the

tenth, and on ^Eneas Sylvius

Piccolomini, afterwards Pope
Pius the third, who on being

prefented with a panegyric in

verfe by a poet who expected

pecuniary recom pence, gave him
the following impromptu.

Pro numeris numeros vobis fpe-
rate Poetje,

Mutare eft animus carmina, non
emere.

To which the writer with fpirit,

perhaps with juftice, replied :

Si tibi pro numeris numeros for-

tuna dediffet,

Non eflet capid tanta corona

tuo.

To my fair readers who may
feel the inconvenience of a dead

language, it may be necefiary to

explain that the pope in his two

lines, exprefled his determination

to give verfe for verfe,. that he

would barter but not buy poetry:
to this the difappointed expectant

replied, that if his holinefs had

never met with any other return,

for the labors of his pen, the

triple crown would never have

encircled his head.

The ceremony of being pub-

licly crowned with laurel, was

revived at Rome in the eighteenth

century, in the perfon of Sig-
nora
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nora Corelli, a learned Italian

woman, eminent for her talents

in poetry and mufic.

Her previous examination con-

tinued the greateft part of a day,

in the prefence of a polite, a

literary, and a numerous au-

dience.

Our fair candidate, to ufe the

ceremonial language of a pro-

ceffion, was fupported, in plain

Englifli, (he was conducted or

accompanied by the ladies of the

patrician families of Cardelli,

Dandini, and Gennafi.

The confervators appointed by
the pope, fitting under a canopy
adorned with the arms of his

holinefs, and other allegoric de_* O

corations, received Signora Corel-

li, who as (he approached, made
a graceful effort to bend her

knees, but was gallantly and dex-

teroufly prevented by the Cheva-

lier de Cinque, one of the cham-
berlains of the facred palace.

He gently raifed the lady, and

in an audible voice declaring toO
the confervators the merits oi the

candidate, and the previous trial

(he had pafled through; by their

directions, which after a fhort

confultation they flood up to

give, he prefented her with the

papal diploma, and placed a

crown of laurel on the head of

the happy female.

Jean Baptifta Cinci, a Roman

knight, regiftcred the coronation,

which was announced to the pub-

lic, by the difcharge of three

hundred cannon from the caftle

of St. Angelo : and Signora
Corelli received the congratula.
tions of her friends.

To aftern republican at my el-

bow, who wonders I will crowd my
page \v\t\\fuchmummery, I direct -

ly anfwered
;

" That it was not

more abfurd than drefling up a

proftitute in the caft off frippery

of ariftocracy, calling her the

Goddefs of Reafon, and feating

her on a throne in the church of

Notre Dame.

Perhaps it was as innocent, as

electing for the citizens of Rome,
confuls, cenfors and tribunes,

at the moment their deliverers

were dethroning their fovereign,

plundering their churches, and

packing up the beft of their pic-

tures, the moft precious of their

mafter pieces of art, and anti-

quity, to be fent to the metropo-
lis of the greateft, THE MOST HO-

NEST and enlightened nation in

Europe : I confefs it was not

equal to the coronation of the

Emperor Napoleon, furrounded

by his Chamberlains, Arch-

Treafurcrs, Legions of Honor,
and Arch-Traitors.

POLITICAL ATTACH-
* MENTS, how very tran-

fitory.

Few ages have witnefied more'

uYikinsr
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finking inftances of revolutions,

thau the preient, not only in

kingdoms and inilitutions, but

in men's minds, in their affoci-

ations, in their theories, and

their practice.

The following extra&s from a

fevere addrefs to an eminent

character, were written by a man
who once idolized the obje6l of

his prefent hoftility. He com-

mences with telling his old affo-

ciate " that in the plenitude of

a luxurious table, in the arms

of faded beauty, and the full-

mouthed chorus of a degenerate

club,, he ilrangely forgets him-

fclf as a patriot and an honeft

man
;

that he negle&s thofe

duties, and defpifes thole falutary

maxims which taught him firft

to rife.

" To ftem the current of early

inclination," continues the pam-

phleteer
" to counteract habitual

propenfity, and cenfure an old

friend, is extremely unpleafanl ;

but the moment is now arrived,

when to trifle is to be criminal,

when not to exert the whole of

'our powers, whatever they may
be, againfl France, the common

enemy of God and man, is the

worft of treafon.

"
It would be unworthy of a

man, who once enjoyed a mare

in your convivial moments, to

catch at an unguarded word, or

watch for a warm expreffion after

a third bottle
; yet, it is impof-

fible for friendihip, partiality,
or common fenfe, to deny that

your toafts and tavern-fpeeches
are hair-breadth cfcapes from

libel and fedition
; that you con-

vert a public dinner into a con-

vention of mal-contents, for the

purpofe of provoking irritating

difcuffion, and deflem mating in-

flammatory harangues.
" The company you keep,

the opinions you avow, and the

fyftem you purfue, however ho-

neft your intentions, are hoftile

to the interefts, and derogatory
to the honor of your country;
in its effects, your conduct is

more injurious than the avowed

enemy who openly declares war

againft us.

" The efforts of the Philiftines,

thofe deteftable idolaters of old,

who defied the living God, their

efforts to vanquim the Herculean

Ifraelite, would never have fuc-

ceeded, had not a kindfriend pre-

vioufly defpoiled him of that lux-

uriant appendage which decorat-

ed his brow, which was the

fource of his ftrength, and the

terror of all his enemies.
" Such and fo trying are the

circumftances and fituation of

this country, that the part YOU
at cannot be a matter of indif-

ference ; thoufands who never

think for themfclves, look up to

you for their political creed, -.

which
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tvhich they receive with implicit

faith, and propagate with enthu-

fiaftic zeal.

" An individual, gifted like

you, I eonfider, and would treat,

as a necromancer, a magician

pra&ifing unlawful arts, and be-

witching, by your extraordinary

powers, the public mind*
" In this refpe6t, you are

more to be dreaded than Bona-

parte j
and if you will not liften

to the voice of duty, I would, on

the paramount incontrovertible

principle, that public fafety is the

fupreme law, I would not hefi-

tate a moment in fubje&ing you
to a mild fpecies of coercion.
" I would, for a time, deprive

you of pen, ink and paper ; all

intercourfe with a certain de-

Jcription of your friends, fhould

be cut off.

"
I would confine you as a mif-

taken theorift, an obftinatc man,
who fcorn to yield to the impe-
rious neceffity of the times

; an

impracticable ftatefman, an in--

expedient philofopher, who eon-

fider the welfare of your country
as duft in the balance, when

placed in competition with a fa-

vorite pofition, or a perfonat
attachment.
" The exercife neceflary for

your health fhould riot be pre-
vented

; no pleafures, compatible
with public fafety, fhould be

wanting to foothe your hours of

VOL. HI.

retirement ; a fpacious houfe, ex-

tenfive pleafure grounds, a libra-

ry, and a botanic confervatory
<

wine in moderation, mufic, and

your female friend, whoy on the

fcore of intellect and accomplifh-

ment, is herfelf a hoft, mould

alternately alleviate your regrets.
tf And when the clouds, which

now darken our horizon, mall be

happily diflipated by the prudent

activity of his majefty's minifters,

and the bravery of our fleets and

armies, you fhould be reftored to

that liberty of which you do not

appear to know the proper value.
" But I ardently hope that

fuch meafures will not be necef-

fary, that you will no longer be

led aftray by an erring fpirit, that

you will rouze from your de ufive

infatuations; as you have been

egregioufly miftaken, let your

progrefs in the right path, be

proportionately energetic.
" You have been mifled, as is

not uncommon in life, by men
of lefs ability, but more cun-

ning than yourfelf ; they enfnare

the open generofity
of your ho-

neft nature by exaggerated de-

fcriptions and mifapplied firft

principles; by plaufible pofi-

tion s, impracticable theories, and

deceitful forms of words.

" Retire from affociates un-

creditable to your intellect and

your tafte ; retire, while yet your

retreat is not cut off, from a vor-

D tex
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tex which has whirled into per-
dition the firft of politicians and

the firft of men ; take refuge with

every moderate and every eon-

fiderate man, in the ftrong holds,

and behind the fafe barriers of a

constitution which offers protec-
tion to all.

<( And (till a patriot, though a

courtier grown,
From petty tyrants fly unto the

throne".

POLITICAL COUNTRY
17 GENTLEMAN in Ireland.

The following portrait, drawn.

by a native of that country, I

fuppofed was imaginary, but

fmce my former edition, I have

been informed that it is taken

from the life.

" God 'forgive me if I am

miftaken, but I do not believe

there is a race of animals more

noxious to Ireland, than our po-
litical country gentlemen ; re-

member, I fpeak of the caft in

general ; I acknowledge and am

acquainted with feveral valuable

exceptions.

"Awkward and arrogant; full

of confequence and claret, they
cxercife defpotic power among
their country vafials, who, cring-

ing in the kitchen and the hall,

imitate the conduct of their

landlords at the caftle.

"
Taking their annual flight

to town, they exhibit a curious

contraft of ftiffnefs and obfequi-

oufnefs; the open air, ruddy

cheeks, and clownim bluftering
of a Dromore bully, with the

cunning of an attorney, and the

bending back of a place hunter.
" Such are the characters who

advertiie their country, as they

would a bad fervant, libel the

people who fupport them, and

cxpofe us to the ridicule and ab-

horrence of Europe."

POLITICAL PARADOX, in
** a niodern writer which I

have heard immoderately praifed.
" The utmoft pinnacle of po-

litical perfection, is, that of be^

ing powerful and happy amidft

the moil enormous abufes."

To this, another may be ad-

ded, which, I underftand, a cer-

tain gentleman confiders it as

the glory of his life to have pro-

duced: the zeal with which he

has enforced and explained it,

have been confidered, in a certain

quarter, as an atonement for his

former errors.

" The more theoretically true

any political maxim appears, in

the fame proportion, it will be

found practically falfe, unfafe,

and inadmiifible."

pOPE, ALEXANDER, the

moft correct and harmonious

of Englifh poets, evidently, and,

in the firft inftancc, from' his

own
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own confeflion, affifted by the

rich melody of Dryden, and

the ftrong imagination of Mil-

ton.

On a writer who has cxhaufted

the copioufnefs of Ruffhead, the

verfatile refinement of Dr. War-

ton, the candid criticifm of

Spcnce, and the acute precifion

of Dr. Johnfon, little remains to

be faid
; yet I cannot help ac-

knowledging the pleafant and fci-

entific manner in which the fecond

writer, after a paufe of twenty

years, gradually undermined the

untenable aflertions contained

in his firft volume, concerning
the genius and writings of the

fubject of this article.

I finccrely wifli that men of

genius like Dr. Warton, and his

brother Tom, would occaiionally

advance fomc ingenious paradox
for the amufement of literary

circles, that the public might be

gratified and improved, by fuch

ingenious recantations.
"

Pope," fays one of his bit-

ter enemies, amiably, if not fnc-

cefsfully anfwered by Mils Se-

ward,
({

-Pope has taken great

pains to make a penitent nun

fpcak thelanguage ofaproftitute."
The aflertion of this gallant de-

fender of Heloife, is not without

foundation, fuch conduct can
'

Scarcely be excufed, by the fervid

imagination of a poet, or the

tempting opportunity fuch fingu-

lar adventures afforded, to the

creative mind of a man of genius,
for glowing dcfcription, paffio-

nate language, piciurefque ima-

gry, and pathetic exclamation-.

Yet, in ftri&nefs of fact, the

poem is erroneous, for the unfor-

tunate Heloife was not fo wholly
loft to the importance of fair fame,
and the world's good opinion,
as to decline marriage on herO
01en account, or on the licentious

principles of the poet ; who, I

believe, would have been an ar-

rant rake, but for the mortifying

.-impediments of adiftorted form,

*.. and a tender conftitution.

Nuptioe non convenient cum

philofopho ; wedlock and its'

cares are unfuitable to the life

and habits of a man of learning,
are the words of this accomplim-
ed woman. She confidered, fhe

fenfibly confidered marriage as

inconfiftent with the purfuits of

her lover, who was ambitious .of

literary fame, and fired with the

keen ardour of polemic divinity,

and the faftiionable fcholaftic

learning of his day.

Of thefe curious lucubrations

of Abelard, evidently the pro-
ductions of an acute, a ftrong,

but mifguided mind, I have feen

a folio volume ;
a fpecies of read-

ing, not very acceptable to pre-

fent readers.

This ftatement, ftrjctly con-

fiftent with truth, but widely

D 2 different
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different from the fenfual and

voluptuous motives, fo feducing-

ly difplayed in Pope's epiftle,

furely places Heloife in a molt

amiable and endearing point of

view.

I may probably be thought

overfcrupulous, and unreafonably

fevere, in wishing to reje6l any

part of the interesting and pleaf-

ing works of Popej I may pro-
voke the cenfure fo often pro-

nounced againft the prefent age,
that the farther advances we
make in debauchery, the more

fcrupulous and faftidiouSly nice

we become in our tafte and ap-

prehenfion; that to conceal a li-

centious life and depraved man-

ners, we draw over it a thin, a

fiimfy curtain of prepofterous af-

fe&ationj faces hardened by the

bronze of guilt, we plaifter and

dawb over with artificial bluSh -

es, the ineffectual femblance of

innocence and fenfibility.

A rank hypocrite upon record,

a profligate, well-known in every

ftew, and pofted in the fpurious
chronicles of every pariSh in

which he has refided, {hall rouze

the indignation of an audience,
for a minute violatiou of deco-

rum, or a diftant allufion in con-

verfation, while the prude and

demirep, join in chorus with

their hero, yet enjoy that which

they abufe.

The paiTages, to whofe avowed

licentioufnefs of fentiment, and

irritating voluptuoufnefs I have

juft alluded, I cannot but confi-

drr, as highly injurious to the

manners of a riling generation,

and incompatible with that un-

fullied purity, fo defirable in fe-

male minds, and fo eflential to

the welfare of families.

I once heard a modern Lorenzo,

who is often mentioned in this

work, a gay accomplished villain,

who had killed his man, and de-

bauched many women : I once

heard him triumphantly declare,

that it was his conflant and re-

gular fyftem, in the profecution

of his amorous intrigues, to place

certain irritating, but decently

written memoirs, as it were ac-

cidentally in the way of his vic-

tims. After they had produced'

their natural effe&s, he followed

them up, by reading with due

emphafis, Significant geftures,

and explanatory comment, this

lufcious poem, and he declared

that he never failed of fuccefs.

Dr. Warton has applied to

Pope, the following character of

the French poet Boileau, written

by Voltaire.

" Not having abilities equal

to the fubliine and the pathetic,

but pofleffing, in a considerable

decree, acute perception, and

good common fenfe, he became

the poet of reafon."

Yet furely the praife of enrap-
tured
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tared fublimity, cannot be deni-

ed to the Meffiah of Pope ; his

verfes on an unfortunate lady,

exhibit the moft pathetic touches

our language affords ;
and it is

impoflible to perufe the epiftleto

Abelard, his Rape of the Lock,
and his Dunciad, notwithftanding
its perfonal malignity,without be-

ing convinced of his talent for

incident, and that he poflefled a

fertile and happy invention. .

His undertaking a long and

laborious tranflation, appears to

have diminiflied, in the opinion

of common readers, the real po-

etical merits he poflefled j but,

he was feduced into the toils,

and where is the man who could

have refitted the temptation ? He
was feduced into the toils by the

allurements of independence.
Let it however be remember-

ed, that it was a high-blooded,

fpirited courfer, voluntarily fub-

mitting to the load, the collar,

and the lam. for the fake of more

delicate provender; arid that af-

ter quitting the trammells, he

was ftill able as before, to (kim

o'er the unbending corn, and

ivveep along the plain.

In all future editions of the

tranflation of Homer, intelle&ual

equity, and literary juftice, de-

mand that the names of Broom

,and Fenton, fhould be printed

jointly with Pope's in the title

page, and to each part they in-

dividually executed, whether in

the text or notes.

To announce a large work,
which could only be produced

by confiderable toil and applica-

tion, as the fole work of one

man, when it was avowedly, and

a large portion of it, the produce
of feveral perfons, is calling in

falfehood, to aid the fame of a

man, who wanted not fuch

helps.

It has been remarked, with

an ill-natured and invidious

comment, that the library of

this moft claffical of our bards,

has fallen into the pofleflion of

Mr. Rofe, defervedly eminent, in

an important department of go-

vernment, for official diligence,

and indefatigable application.

I fee no reafon for doubting
this gentleman's ability, to ufe

and enjoy the treafure he poflef-

fes, and to which he feems more

particularly entitled, as nearly

related to a noble lord, who was

one of Mr. Pope's executors.

It has been laid of Pope, as of

other fatirifts, that the characters

he delineates, are all hero, or all

fcoundrel ; and that when party

prejudice, and perfanal refent-

ment are forgotten, pofterity
will

hear with furprize, that Dennis,

with eccentricities bordering, in

the latter part of his life, on

ma4-
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madnefs, was a found critic
;

Welftead a refpeftable writer
;

and, that his '

bug with gilded

wings,' was a young nobleman,
of elegant manners and amiable

life, a patron of arts and oflearn-

ing-

'

:

;

We have been inundated, and

I underftand are ftill threatened,

with more inundations of POPE,
WITH NOTES : Is there no pub-

lic-fpirited bookfeller to refcue

us? Will no kind hand fave us

from the expence and trouble of

comments which do not explain,

of puerile trifles and indecent

anecdote ?

It was the pride and aim of

Mr. Pope, to write fo clearly

and intelligibly, that he who ran

might read', and I cannot help

exclaiming, to paft as well as

prefent annotators, to the dry dog-
matifm of Dr. Warburton, and

the indifcriminatc indelicacy of

Dr. Warton CLAUDITE JAM
BIVOS PUERI.

An edition of Pope, without

a fingle note/well printed, on

good paper, with black ink, and

delivered to the public at a rea-

fonable price, is much wanted,
and would fell well

;
it mould be

fubjecled to the management of

tafte, difintereftednefs, and good
fenfe.

Compilations from every au-

thor who mentions Pope, or lived

within twenty miles of Twick-

enham, and pieces highly excep-

tionable, which it is not certain

he wrote, ought to be rejected,
as equally uncreditable to the

poet and his editor; from fuch

an edition, I would expunge with

a figh, the far-famed epiftle to

Abelard.

RATE, a heavy in-

creafing land tax, introduced

in this place for the purpofe of

mentioning one of the probable
caufes to which this redundant

expenditure may be attributed ;

THE PREVAILING CUSTOM OF

APPOINTING ATTORNIES, VES-

TRY CLERKS.

Ido not by any means fufpecl
thefe gentlemen of foul play, or

ill defign, but it is natural to ex-

pect that they will carry with

them into office the fpirit of

trade
; man is not formed of ma-

terials to perfift in a line of con-

duel which would defeat the

purpofe of a profeflion, by which

a family is to be fupported, and

competency attained.

It was formerly the cuftom to

place in this fituation, fome

reputable decayed tradesman,

who, on any occafion of differ.

ence or altercation, appointed a

friendly meeting of the parties,

and the difpute was adjufted

without further expence.

But in [the prefent manner of

conducting parifli bulinefs, it has

been
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been calculated, that the enor-

mous fum of' thirty thoufand

pounds a year, is expended in

appeals to quarter feffions
;

that

vexatious removals, litigious

contefts, and journics over halt'

the kingdom, in conducting pa-

rifh contefts, amount to one

third of the whole expenditure.

I cannot name without ap-

probation, a fenfible and well-

timed bill, brought into parlia-

ment by Mr. Eaft, for prevent-

ing vexatious removals
; before

this falutary repeal, an induftrious

labourer, or mechanic, was ex-

pofed to the hardfliip of being hur-

ried from a fpot to which he was

attached, and where he was able

to fupport his family. Thismea-

fure was'dictated by the urgency
of the times, and by common

fenfe; every man furely ought
to be permitted to exert his la-

bor and ingenuity, that moft

precious and inalienable fpecies of

property, in whatever manner,

and in whatever place he pleafe.-.

pOST, FREDERIC CHRIS-
A

TIAN, a wcll-difpofed re-

ligious enthufiaft, who, by intcr-

nia'rryincv with their females, and

by attentively ftudyi'ng the cuf-

toms and habits of Indians, and

by perfonal integrity, exercifed

in the years fcventeen hundred

and fifty-eight, and feventeea

hundred and fifty-nine, a pow-

erful influence over the warlike

tribes of Delawar and Ohio; na-

tions, who though untutored in

the arts and refinements of Eu-

rope, had proved themfelves

formidable enemies.

The fervices of Poft were im-

portant and well-timed, at a pe-
riod when our profpects were

gloomy ; the Englifh army, un-
der General Braddock, from too

great fecurity, that parent of

danger, or from the predatory,

harraffing, and irregular mode
of attack, adopted by favages,

had, with their leader, been, not

only defeated, but almoft literally

cut to pieces ; and it was be-

come neceflary to take effectual

means for counteracting the in-

trigues of France, who, by emif-

faries, by prefents, by threats,

and mifreprefentation, had fe-

dueed the Shawanefe, and other

powerful tribes, from their alli-

ance with England.

The expedition of General

Forbes againft Fort Duquefne
was at this time alfo preparing;
an expedition, in which difficul-

ties and difafters, unknown in a

German campaign, and dangers
not eafily guarded againft, were

added to tardy levies, an army
on paper, provincial difputes,

flow payments, and a commander
worn down by anxiety and clif-

eafe, and obliged to attend his

army on a litter.
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An enemy, at one moment

hovering or howling, the next,

filently watching every unguard-
ed moment, to mark down from

behind a tree, or to cut off by

furprize every ftragglerj generally

inviuble, and for the moft part

inaccefiible ; while the feelings of

a military man were irritated in

the moft vulnerable part, by his

befl men dropping around him,

yet compelled by mortifying ne-

ceffity, to bear the attacks of,

but never purfue, a flying horde,

who, at moments when exhauft-

ed nature was matching a fhort

interval of repofe, naming from

precipices, thickets, and caverns,

with hideous yell, diabolic fea-

tures, and inftruments of butch-

ery, rather than death, were cal-

culated to infpire horror in an

extraordinary degree.

For thefe, and other reafons,

I have long been induced to con-

fider the expedition of Forbes as

requiring,and actually difplaying,

thofe great military requifites, fo

rarely united, SUFFERING WITH
PATIENT FIRMNESS, AND ACT-

ING WITH INTREPID VIGOR, in

a greater degree, than was exhi-

bited by Wolfe, or
by Am-

ber ft.

The victories of Quebec and

Montreal, were, I confefs, more

iplendid, rapid, and decifivc, and

they have, on that account, been

more warmly celebrated by hif-

torians, poets, and painters.

But to fecure fuch advantages,
and to render the footing of the

Englifh permanent on the Ame-
rican continent, it was of the

firfl confequence to detach the

natives from their French allies;

to mitigate refentmcnt, and conr

ciliate friendfhip.

After a war which had Ion?sj

raged with inveterate animoiHy,
where was the man to be found,

who would expofe himfelf to the

hardfhips of a journey, through
immenfe woods, infefted with

wild beafts and noxious reptiles,

pver morafles, fwamps, and

mountains ;
where the thickeft

brakes, moft impracticable ra-

vines, and regions leaft frequent-

ed, were to be explored, in order

to avoid French fcouts, and ma-

rauding parties of favages, whom,
to have met, before any negotia-

tor reached the Indian towns,

and had a TALK with the chiefs,

would have been certain death.

Repeated and large rewards

having been vainly offered to the

few who were qualified for the

tafk, Chriftian Frederic Poft, the

fubje&ofour prefent article,came

forward ; in an earned manner,
and with an interefting counte-

nance, he fpoke as follows :

" If it pleafe the Lord that I

undertake the journey, and that

I ulti'-
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T ultimately find favor in his

fight, may I reft allured, that the

national faith will be fcrupulouf-

ly obferved in fuch treaty as I

fliall make ? for with forrow I

-declare, that by our treacherous

dealings with the natives, the

character of an Englishman is

become a bye-word to the fcorn-

ful, a reproach in the mouth of

our enemies/*

Such is the weight of perfonal

character, or fo well-founded

were the charges he made, that

he was liftened to with refpe&ful

attention, and affured, that what-

ever engagements he might en-

ter into, ihould be religiouily

obferved.

Rejecting every offer ofcom-

penfation, for an SL& which he

declared, nothing but a ftrong

,convition that it was his duty,

could have prevailed on him to

undertake ; with little more than

a few prefents for the favages, a

fcrip and a ftaff, he plunged into

the wildernefs.

A ftrong, an enthufiaftic, a ra-

tional reliance on divine Provi-

dence, appears to have been his.

principal fupport, under perils,

which an Englimman with his

comforts about him, flmdders

only to read of. His cloaths and

flefli torn by briars and thorns ;

half a night fometimes pafled in

a tree to avoid fome real or fuf-

pefted danger, and after de-

fcending, obliged to repofe (I

fcarcely can think, deep) till day

light, drenched in rain, hungry,

fatigued, and cold.

It is not neceflary to dwell on

adventures which, but for the

known veracity of the man who

related them, would fcarcely be

credited ; after almoft every fpe-

cies of difficulty and diftreis that

romance has invented, or ima-

gination can fuggeft, our intre-

pid traveller at length approach-
ed the confines of the Indian,

town
; (
but the part he had to

at on his arrival, was not with-

out considerable danger.

Poft was fufficiently acquaint-

ed with the character of a fa-

vage, to be convinced, that if he

did not firft procure a fight,
as

well as a hearing of the chiefs of

the tribes, he fiiould inflantly fall

a facriiice to the uncontrolled

pnfTions, and irritated refent-

ments of angry individuals in.

the intereft of France; his fitu-

ation required coolnefs, intrepi-

dity, and circumfpeclion, as well

as a portion of agility and flrength

of body.
After accurately furveying the

fpot, he conveyed himfelf, un-

oblervcd, into a thicket ou a

rifing ground, near their habita-

tions, and from this place watch-

ed till he favv the pcrfons with

whom he firft wifhed to com-

mence THE TALK. The moment

a favorable
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a favorable opportunity offered,

he undauntedly darted from his

retreat, rufhed towards the chiefs,

with fume of whom he was per-

fonally aequainted, and threw

himfelf into their arms and pro-

tection; a call facred in the

breaft of an Indian, with all his

excefles, and never violated.

His prcfcncc foon excited cu-

riofity and alarm, the natives

quickly collected in confiderable

numbers, and the Shawanefe, an

exafperated and furious tribe,

corrupted by Gallic prefents, re-

collecting that he was an Eng-
lifh partizan, rufhed upon him

with their tomahawks.

On this trying occafion, his

hofpitable friends, who valued

him as a good man who had

never deceived them, refolutely

protected Poll from their wea-

pons ; received feveral wounds

aimed at him, and after much

peiuuifion, he was permitted to

deliver his prefents, and explain

the object of his miflion.

A tumultuous difcuffion took

place, but the majority, partial

to the character of Frederic, and

knowing him to be a religious

obferver of his word, finally ac-

cepted his offer, while their angry

opponents, feceding to the op-

polite banks of a river which

wafhcd their town, to brood over

thtir discontents, threatened,

and even attempted, to afiafii-

natc the fuccefsful negociator.
'

A detachment, on the point
of fetting out to harrafs General

Forbes, was countermanded, and
the treaty concluded by many
tribes who inhabit an immenfe
track of country, entirely aban-

doning the alliance of France.

Thus, a man of peculiar fim-

plicity of manners, honeft, but

unlearned, was enabled by religi-

ous enthufiafm, knowledge of a

certain kind, and by local habits,

to render his country fuch fervice,

as the moft confummate military

fkill, united with erudition, ac-

complifhent, and diplomatic dex-

terity, would have attempted in

vain. He returned to enjoy the

grateful acknosvledgments of his

countrymen, and the approbation
of an honeft heart, but would

never allow that he had perform-
ed more than an al of common

duty, as a Chriftian and a man
nor would he accept of any re-

ward.

Poft concludes an unadorned

account of his journey with a

devout prayer, of which the fol-

lowing is a part.
" Praifc and

glory to the Lamb of God, which

was {lain for our redemption,
which conducted me in fafety

through a land of perils, jcaloufy,

and miftruft, where Satan, the

prince of this world, has rule

and
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and government. Ble.fTed be

the Lord, who halh preferved me
under all dangers and difficulties,

who was niv guide through the
j d +-

wildernefs, the mire, the thicket,

and '-Ts."

1 couid not help r j, in

hus d life rent conventions" with

the Indians, I mean thofc who

oppofed his defigns, that the fol-

lowing flirewd but natural quef-

tion, on the part of a'native, evi-

dently perplexed ffie iincerity

and good fenfe. or the envoy.
ff Why do the Engiifn

French come from their own
countries to fight? can't they

fettle their diiputes ac home ?

Yon tell us, it is true, that the

ground on which we hunt, you
have bought at a fair price, but

remember, YOUR COUNTRYMEN
ALWAYS MAKE THE POOR IN-

DIANS STUPID WITH STRONG

SPIRITS, -\VHKNK\T-U THEY MEET
TO AGREE FOR A PURCHASE."

pOTT, PERCIVAL, an Eng-
lifh furgeon, and a feientific

narkablefor the claffic

purity of his ftyle, the fcrupu-
lous precifion' of his definitions,

and unerring clofeneis of argu-
ment.

" His life," fays a medical

rn.'in, and one of his enthufiaftic

admirers, to whom I am obliged' ^j

for a good part of this and other

profeilional information,
" his

life was a national blefTmg, his

death a national lofs
; he en-

larged the bounds of human art;

he was eyes to the blind, and
feet to the lame."

Comparifons have been faid to

be odious, yet, if by comparing
the merits of thofe who have gone
before, we are able to ftimulate

to ufeful exertion thofe who fol-

low, why fhould companions
be forbidden ? Oppofed to his

cotemporaries, Gataker, Csefar

Hawkins, Bromfield, and Ranby,
he was eminently fuperior in

originality of thought, didaclic

perfpicuity, and the fimple graces
of genius and tafte.

Mr. Pott predominated, early
in life, in aprofeffion, which has

been laid not to procure the

members of it bread, till they
have no teeth to eat it, particu-

larly as a eonfulting furgeon, a

path generai'y occupied by medi-

cal veterans; for fifty years he

difeharged, with
fidelity and ho-

nor, the appointments of furgeon
ar,d leclurer to a large hofpital.

Yet there were thofc about

him, as there are, fortunately,

about us all, to preferve vigilance,

and fupprefs inordinate exulta-

tion, many good-natured friends,

able and willing to proclaim

his defects. He was aeeufed of

too pompous an affectation of

the employment and aflbciation

of the nobility, to the exclusion

of
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ofthe pleas ofdifeafe and poverty,
the duties, the hofpitalities, and

the domeftic endearments of

life.

This aecufation was contra-

dicted by fac\, for no man was

better qualified to communicate,
and no man received greater

pleafure, at the table, the fire-

fide, or in profeffional converfa-

tion, than Mr. Pott
;

he was a

fond father, a good hufband, a

fuccefsful cultivator of literature;

in art an amateur as well as a

connoiffeur. His pecuniary cha-

racter ia beft afcertained by the

life he led, the company he kept,

and the fortune he left, which

though competent and refpec-

table, was lefs by one-third, than

men with half his receipts have

accumulated.
" If a patient ever prefents

himfelf to Pott," faid, one of

his profeffional cotemporaries a

wit and a bon-vivant; "if a pa-

tient calls, whom he fufpe&s
of not having a five guinea fee

in his pocket, he always has his

hand in the direction of his

watch firing, and the following

fpeech ready.
f

I muft beg of

you my Jriend to be as concife

as poffible, for I am to be at Lady

Harrington's (the old countefs

was at that time an excellent pa-

tient) I am to be at Lady Har-

rington's exactly at two, and am
a very material evidence, in an

important caufe in the court of

King's bench, where I muft be

precifely at three, fo that you fee

I have not a moment to lofe/
*

I am forry to hear it,' faid

a man of unpromifing appear-

ance, who from the eagernefs of

his enquiries, had been (hewn

into the ftudy, in Lincoln-inn-

fields,
' for I am come poft

hafte, in achaifeand four, which
is gone to change horfes, to de-

fire that you would inftantly at-

tend my brother, who being
thrown from his horfe in hunt-

ing, has fractured his (kull j arid

as yon have fo many engage-

ments, I think it my duty to

feek help where it can be pro-
cured.' In fpite of entreaties, he

ruflied to the door, and left Don

Diego, as you may fuppofe, fe-

verely mortified. ''

Ridicule and buffoonery do

not require truth and matter of

fat, on which to raife their fu-

perftrudtures ;
this ftory, perhaps

a fabrication of the
t rnoment,

was well told, and calculated to

raife a long and hearty laugh, at

a tavern dinner. The company

enjoyed the joke, admired the

humor of the buffoon, bur like

other men of a fimilar call, hv

was admired and feared.

The humorift who with many

good points, had brought cares

on himfelf to drive away thofe of

others; wholly devoted to diffi-
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pation, was gradually avoided,

and defpifed, and after a life of

pecuniary difficulty, and lhabby

expedients, funk into obfcurity,

dotage and oblivion.

pOWEL, VAVASOR, a hot-

headed Welchman, a reli-

gious enthufiaft, and a popular

preacher, iii the reign of King
Charles the firfty of a good but

decayed family in Radnorshire,

where his father was reduced to

the humble ftation of a ven-

der of ale
;

the fubje6t of our

prefent article, in his youth at-

ed for feveral years as hoftler, at

Bifhop's Caftle in Shropfhire.

In this occupation he embra-

ced every opportunity of at-

tending religious worfhip and

reading fuch books as he could

procure ;
he alfo occasionally re-

ceived, pecuniary affiflance from

his uncle, and by the help of this

maternal relation, afterwards be-

came a ftudent at Jefus College,
Oxford ;

but from the narrownefs

of his finances was never able to

get regularly matriculated.

With thefe and other aids, he

qualified himfelf for, and became

a fchoolmafter at Clun in Shrop-

Ihire, but is faid never to have

been a correct writer or reader

of the learned languages ;
at this

pJace having procured (as was

aflerled by his enemies) a letter

of ordination, granted to a de-

ceafed perfon, whofe name he

had crazed, he inferted his own.

By this unwarrantable and

furreptitious manoeuvre, he was

permitted to officiate as curate.

" He now began to thunder

from the pulpit as if he had been

a fiery fpirit iffiiing out of hell
;

but in confequence of the many
errors he broached, was fufpected

of nonconformity; his calling

was queftioned, and his orders

(canned. Both being found fpu-
rious and counterfeit, he was m-

dicled, tried at the Radnor fef-

fions, and with much ado, efca-

ped the gallows : from a union

of neceflity and inclination, he

then commenced field preacher."

At this time the difputes be-

tween King Charles the firft and

the parliament increafing, Powcl

exerted the whole weight of his

influence and eloquence againft

royalty ; for this reafon " he was

no longer permitted to preach in

the principality, but was conduB-

ed by tfie Providence of God, to

London, where he continued to

hold forth againft the king, utter-

ing, ftrange notions and unheard

of blafphemies, and promoting

by all means in his power, the

good old canje."

The parliament at length pro-

ving victorious, Vavafor deter-

mined on returning to his native

country, but applying to the

lynod or aiTembly of divines for

a tefti-
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a tefti menial, was told that he

could not be approved, unlefs he

would take orders from the pref-

bvlcry.

To this he replied,
" that he

luui no objection to be tried as a

Chriimn, and as a fcbolar, or

concerning his life and conver-

falion, but that with refpecr. to

praying, preaching and doctrinal

matters, he had his doubts of the

competency of any human infti-

tutions, becaufe DIVINE GIFTS

CAN ONLY BE IMPARTED AND
CALLED IN QUESTIONED DIVINE

AUTHORITY."
The aflembly, aware of the

fervices which" Povvel had done,

and was ftill able to render them,

at laft
"

patched up a certifi-

cate j" he was warmly fupported

by the independents and returned

triumphantly into Wales, with a

llipend of one hundred pounds
a year, payable out of the

revenues of the deans and chap-
ters.

With augmented powers, and

quickened zeal,
" he became as

aiSlivej as the perpetual motion

of a bad tongue, and the inven-

tion of a wicked brain could

make him, calling epifcopacy,

antichriftian, and foully afper-

ling the eftablifhed clergy ; he

had alfo other pretty pickings
from glebes, referved rents,

tythes, and lay-iinpropriations,

from fi.xtecn hundred and fortv-

nine, to fixtccn hundred and
fifty-

three."

By thefe and other means he

grew wealthy, and was accufed by
his enemies .of becoming worldly
minded

; an offence which it is

difficult for a man, who is to live

by the world, wholly to avoid :

but with all his faults, he gave

unequivocal proofs of fincerity,

firmnefs and boldnefs, in the day
of trouble, as well as profperity.

Hearing that Oliver Crom-
well defigned to affume the

powers of ablblute monarchy,
under a deceitful name ; after

feveral private rebukes and ad-

monitions, he publicly repri-

manded him, to his face, .from
the pulpit, for his bafenefs, apcf-

tacy and ufurpation, and avowed

his refolution to keep no terms

with one who had fo notoriously,

violated his faith and trull
;

re-

commending the fame line of

conduct and inveterate hoftility

to others.

The ufurper not willing that

the ecclefiaftic drum which had

forwarded and cheered his tri-

umphant march, mould leaf In

arms againjt him
;

after vainly

endeavouring to filcncc Vavafor,
. by promifes, by foothing, and

by threats, he committed him to

prifon.

From this confinement he was

releafed by the reftoration of

King Charles the fecond, but

had
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had fcarccly time to tafte the

fweets of liberty ;
his former

activity being recollected, he

was again imprifoned, and fi-

niflied his days in the Fleet,

where he had patted the laft

nine years of his life.

Powel had many faults and

fome abfurdities, and I give him
a place in my book, becaufe I

think he was honeft, and uni-

formly oppofed defpotifm under

every form
; he faw through and

lamed the canting hypocrify, the

felfifh ambition of Cromwell,
who kicked at the ladder by
which he had climbed ; he alfo

inveighed acrimonioufly againft
the corrupt and unbridled profli-

gacy, political as well as moral,

of Charles the fccond.

His enemies defcribe him as

a man of a ftrong mind, but

fcifmatical, bufy and prefumptu-

ous,; an indefatigable enemy to

kings and bifhops. By fome he

was accounted an anabaptift, by

others, a fifth monarchy man.
From what I have fecn of his

writings, (for he was an affidu-

ous, an unceafing employer of

theprefs) tbis does not appear to

have been the cafe
; his tenets

and doctrines make a near ap-

proach to calvinifm
; yet the

prefbyterians and independents
affected to difavow him as a

brother fectary.

He was reputed to be ec a dan-

gerous and peftilent man," and

was notorious in the pulpit for

language virulently culpable, and

unbecoming.
In one of his fits of railing

againft the univerfity, having oc-

cafion to mention a certain fellow

of Magdalen college, who had

offended him, he obferved " that

the pope would provide for him

a mitre, and the devil, a frying

pan."
" Vavafor Powel was an un-

wearied labourer in God's vine-

yard, he would preach and pray
without ceafing, and was of that

fiery imagination and tempera-

ment, produced or called - forth

by the prolific fpirit of thofe dif-

tempered times, that the emana-

tion of a fervid fpirit, or the per-

fpirable matter of the overloaded

veffels of his head, was feen to

afcend in a vapour or vifible

cloud over his head at the time

of preaching.
This did not efcape the notice

of his fond admirers, who com-

pared it to the nimbus or circular

ray, placed by painters around the

heads of canonized faints, and

other holy characters.

It probably was frofty wea-

ther
;
when fuch exhalations are

often obferved, and at thofe fea-

fons, may frequently be feen ari-

fing from horfes, and other ani-

mals, who have travelled a good-

pace.

I have
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I have more than Once re-

marked it, to a friend, who oc-

cafionally reads this collection,

in the late ferjeant Davy, who
was once told by a gentleman
whom he had been perfecuting
as an evidence,

" that his pores
and bis mouth were always

open."
In the inftance to which I re-

fer, the learned ferjeant attracted

the notice of the whole court by
the vapor which ifTued from him,

arid was told by a brother barrifter

in reply to a long and laborious

effort of Davy,
" that notvvith-

ilandirig all the pains he took,

he only threw a cloud over the

bufinefs."
,

But it is time to conclude

Powel's article, which I will do

in the words of one of his fur-

viving friends.

" He was a fuccefsful teacher of

the paft, a fin cere witnefs of the

prefent, and an example of un-

yielding fortitude to future ages ;

amidft the falling off of thou-

fands, amidft principalities and

powers, and the rulers of dark-

nefs, he obtained mercy, and was

found faithful ;
after various trials

and imprifonments, he would

not accept deliverance unwor-

thily, but waited patiently and

with refignation God's good

time, expecting a better rcfur-

re&ion."

The titles of fame of his pub-
lications are peculiar :

1. Twenty-feven Reafons a-

gahift human Liturgies.
2. Chrift and Mofes, or the

Gofpel Covenant.

3. A Difcovery of the great

Difparity between a Scriptural

and a Diocefan Biihop.

4. The Bird chirping in his

Cage. (Written whilft in pri-

fon.)

5. A Young Man's Conflict

with the Devil.

He alfo publifhed a defence of

himfelf again/ft a report falfely

raifed by his enemies, that he

had defrauded the receivers of the

Wellh tythesj a ufeful Con-
cordance of the Bible, and many
other works.

POWER OF A KING OFK ENGLAND.
An ingenious foreigner afked

an Englishman to point out the

difference between the conftitu-

tion of Ids country, and that of

Great Britain, obferving at the

fame time, that a King of Eng-
land did what he pleafed by
means of a parliament, whilft his

own ibvereign, an abfolute mo-

narch, did the fame without a

parliament.
To this queftion the following

anfwer was given ;

c( In points

which do not iliock the preju-
dices
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dices and inclinations of the

people, I agree that generally

fpeaking, a King of England can

do as he pleafes, but every day's

experience proves, that there are

meafures which the minifter ar-

dently wifhes to carry, but in

which his friends will not fup-

port him.

In general a&s, the regal pre-

rogative feems uncontrouled
;
in

thofe of a particular and private

nature,, the power of a King of

England, is as circumfcribed as

that of the meaneft of his fub-

je6ls.

He can raife twenty millions

ofmoney, and declare war againft
half Europe, but he cannot,
without courfe of law, abridge
the liberty of the humbleft indi-

vidual.

But even this apparently abfo-

lute power, if we examine it

more clofely, is in facl, no more

than influence j and he who is

influenced by any motive, be it

whatever it. may, has in fa&, va-

lue received for the facrifice he

makes.

The kins; or minifter who of-
V_=

fers a bribe dire&ly, or by im-

plication, confeifes, that the par-

ty he wilhes to prevail on, pof-
fefles the power of refufal

;
fo that

corruption is at once an effct

and a proof of liberty.

In the prefent age of indifcri-

niinate, licentious, and uncandid

VOL, III.

difcuffion, inftanccs of undue

Jlretches of power are in the

mouth of every political (trip-

ling ; of the inability of royalifm
to prevent or correct perfonal
infult and outraged feelings ; two

notorious inftances, are upon
record in the prefent reign-
John Wilkes and Peter Pindar j

a perfon who mould venture to

pour forth on any private indi

dual or any decent woman, the

grofs fcurrilities and indecencies,

avowedly falje, which thefe gen-
tlemen fo lavifhly beftowed on

their fovereign, of all men on.

earth the moft well-meaning and

inoffenfive; fo grofs a violation

of propriety would inftantly have

been punifhed with a horfe-whip
and a kick down (lairs.

p)RATT, MR. a novel-writer,
**

and, if he could (hake off

the idea of making books, a re-

fpe&able verifier.

This author, who often exhi-

bits in the fame page, fingular

contrafts of brilliancy, and infi-

pidity, and who is better known

to the world under his aflumed

name of Courtney Melmoth,
had been originally a clergyman
in Northamptonrtiire, but yield-

ing to the confluences of neg-
lect or indecorum, feceded from

the priefthood. All the intelli-

gence I could procure on this

fubjfccl, in a hafty journey I

u once
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once made through -i part of the

country where Mr. Pratt had

officiated, was, from a country

female, who exclaimed, that he

hail been a terrible man among
the women.

His Emma Corbett is well

drawn, but of too melancholy a

caft for readers of weak nerves,

whom I have often obferved

injuriouflyaffefted by its perufal;

he was accufed by the partisans
of the mother country, of put-

ling all the argument in the fcale

of the affertor of American in-

dependence ; the war on that

continent being the ground-work
of his novel.

His Pupil of Pleafure, levelled

again (1 the deftruclive effects of

the Chefterfield fyftem, is a maf-

terly but mifchievous production;

he opens the campaign of his

hero in fo fafcinating a manner,
dcfcribes his encounters, his vic-

tories, and his pleafures, in fuch

high colouring, before the cataf-

trophe and puniihment of fo

much villainy take place, that the

antidote is faid to have proved as

deftrufttve as the poifon it was

defi<rned to counteract ; con-

fc-'ouspf this, I hope, undefigned

eflTecl, and, in the hope of cor-

mHingit, he published his Tutor

of Truth.

Pratt never was popular. It

has been demanded, why ? He

was, at leaft fifteen years ago,

pleafing in his perfon and man-
ners

;
and at table, where there

was Madeira for the complaint
in his ftomach, he had, for a

woman's man, much intending
anecdote and ready information ;

perhaps, he trod too clolely on,

the heels of pompous plaufibility

and affe&ed refinement. With

many literary and many focial ac-

complifhments,how then can we
account for his being received,

in certain circles, with an awk-

ward kind of cautious referve ?

This was occafioned by his

tendency to unceafing panegyric
on young men with lively ima-

ginations and well-lined pockets;
on thefe affeclors of literary af-

fociation, he is faid to have occa-

lionally levied contributions; I

mean in the fair way of debtor

and creditor; for I acquit him of

the infamy of gambling tricks,

that modern fafhionable way of

making ufe of a friend. His

condudl was rather the juftifiable

fhiefle of a clever fellow, who
could fay good things, and praife

the man, in profe or rhyme, who
could not, but had plenty of gui-

neas, almoft the only commodity
in which Pratt was deficient.

Another prejudice operated

againft him. In one of his early

productions, Benignus, or Libe-

ral Opinions, he had inculcated

a doclrine, that a humane, open-

hearted, generous man, without

a guard
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a guard on his conduft, would,

in his journey through life, be

cheated, plundered, plucked, de-

ceived, and finally, rot in a jail,

unlefs he exerted againft the

falfe, felfifh herd of dirty or of

iplendid fcoundrels whom we

meet at the corner of every ftreet,

fome of their own low arts aud

mercenary manceuvres.

I will not fwear to the words,

as I quote from memory, after a

very dirtant perufal, but this was

nearly the meaning ; I wilh not

to plead the caufe of an hypo-

thefis, which, carried to the ex-

treme, would transform us all to

mifanthropes, and make us pafs

each other as wolves and tygers.

But have I a reader, who, laying

his hand on the right place, will

ferioufly avow that there is not

in the world, as it goes, fome

reafon for Pratt's axiom; like

others, it muft be taken, cum

grano Jails,
with fome allow-

ances.

It was, as might naturally be

expelled, luftily cried out againft

as the doctrine of MachiaveJ.

Rochefoucault and Mandeville
;

it excited the howl of the precile

moralift, and the fnarl of the

growling fatirift, who abufed and

praelifed the deceit, and new-

open-mouthed on the man who

pretended to tell tales out of

ichool. It is thus that the ra-

vimed coquette laments the rape
of a libertine, whom (he has in-

cited, abufes and enjoys.

In a fuppofed vacancy of the

Laureatfhip, Mr. Pratt has been

introduced as a competitor by a

modern rhymer, who thus de-

fcribes the metamorphofis of the

nobleman appointed to decide'on.

the various merits of the candi-

dates, and who, at the time, had

the difpofal of the poft in quef-
tion.

But 'ere the court commenc'd, a

change was made,
A not unneedful change in Sal's-

b'ry's head
;

For court precedence, and for

etiquette,

A change of mourning, and a

ball room feat;

Preclfion nice in fwords, and

coats and bags,
A lord's blue ribbon, or a foot-

man's tags ;

For all thofe bagatelles which

courtiers fay,

Mud grace the man who wears

the golden key ;

Poetic knowledge, criticifm fub-

lime,

To judge of metre, and decide

on rhyme ;

To weigh in fcale exact, each

poet's merit,

Which few improve, and fewer

itill inherit,

E 2 Such
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Such the rare gifts beftow'd upon
h ni now,

Soon as the court breaks up, his

fapient brow

Sinks to foft fmiles, nod, chat,

and ready bow.

Thus have I feen, oh were he (till

but
living,

To make us laugh, at which fuch

fools are ftriving ;

Thus have I feen, King David,

king of a&ors,
Who rul'd, at Drury, goddefles

and hectors,

Give empires, crowns, and pro-
vinces away,

And pour out bounty, as he

pour'd out tea;

The curtain dropp'd, at home,
we ail agreed,

He was a little manager indeed.

Without waiting to produce
the various inftances of Mr. Gar
rick's frequent and well directed

benevolence and generofity, in

contradiction to this farcafm from
the man of rhyme, I proceed to

introduce, in his words, the fub-

jecl: of our prefent article :

Pratt next advanc'd to

fpeakj
'

Once Courtney Melmoth (in a

youthful freak)
With honey'd flatt'ry, his long

pra&ic'd trade,

His foft attack upon the peer he

made :

"
Illuftrious fon, of an illuftrious

fire,

Whom poets worfhip, and whom
all admire

;

In ev'ry feature of thy godlike

face,

Shines attic wit, true judgment,
fenfe and grace.

Oh, thou art all" Arreft thy

cloying treat,'

The peer reply'd,
* the dofe is

much too fweet;

'Tis true, we love the foothing
voice of praife,

When well wrapp'd up in fmooth

and artful lays ;

But praife, like thine, is quite
another matter,

So undeferv'd, 'tis the fevereft

fatire.

With hand unfkilful, to the

work you rufh,

And daubing trowel, not a fine

hair brufh.

Mere lamb or veaf, or beef, dif-

guft the glutton,

Ragou'd, he'll fwallovv ram for

Banftead mutton ;

With raptures fwallow, like a

ftiarp,-fet wit,

Of what plain drefs'd he had not

touch'd a bit.

Thus, pleafant Warren, when
he gives a pill,

A gilded coat he orders o'er it

ftill ;

However
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However good the. purpofe it

perform
It muft be given in a proper

form ;

Or the fick patient naufeating

throws,

Full in the doctor's face the

mawkifh dofe.

Pleafure's warm pupil, who for

Stanhope rages,

Tho' knowledge of the heart per-

vades the pages,

Tho' meant againft Lord Chef-

terfield to tell,

Splits on the felf fame rock, you

paint too well.

I am forry any thing in this

article mould have offended Mr.

Pratt, with whom I once patted

fome pleafant hours ; I can only

fay that if I had been difpofed to

ufe, inftead of burning, a packet
of anecdotes fent, unajked, from

(hire, I mould have fub-

jecled my felf to a profecution for

defamation.

pRATT, EDWARD, an of-

-"* ficer in the fervice of the

Eaft India company, and half

brother to the venerable and il-

luftrious Earl Camden, who,

fince. my former impreffion, has

departed to a world,where he will

enjoy the rewards of patriotifm

and public fpirit.

The fubje<t ofmy prefent arti-

cle is produced as a remarkable

inftance of unconquerable taci-

turnity and tenacious accuracy
of memory. Though by no

means an avaricious man, he

always preferred the upper floor

of a houfe for his refidence, on
account of its tranquillity, and

regularly, without departing
once from his rule for twenty

years, while on more, dined in a

room by himfelf at a tavern, con-

fuming daily throughout the

year, a folitary bottle of port,

without intoxication.

He was feldom heard to fpeak,

but no circumitance, however

urgent, could prevail on him to

break filence at whift, the favo-

rite amufement of his life
;

at

the conclufion of each rubber,

he could corre&ly call over the

cards, in the exacl; order in

which they were played, as well

as the perlbns from whofe hands

they fell., and enumerate various

in (lances of error or dexterity in

his aflbciates, with practical re-

marks.

This exertion of the retentive

powers, though exercifed on a

trifling occafion, was often doubt-

ed, and as often afcertained by
confiderable wagers, or the argu-
mentum ad (rvmenam, that favor-

ite, and where both parties have

money, that decifive argument
of the prefent agej better quali-

fied for drawing out a purfe, than

producing acute reafoniug, or

elaborate inveftigation.

So
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So averfe was Mr. Pratt to

ufing his tongue, that he chofe

to forego many little fatisfaftions

and comforts, rather than be at

the pains to alk for them ; the

endearing chit chat of friendfliip

and affection, the focial Imall

talk of domeftic life, the In Jy
iiitercourfe and fpinted conver-

fation of poliflied circles, which

the fons of folitude fomutimes

reliih, and are fometinks bcft

able to join in and enjoy, he fe-

duloufly avoided, perhaps was

unqualified to tauV.

In his voyages to the eaft, he

might be compared to the Afiatic

mute, or the vifionary quietift :

he often doubled the Cape with-

out opening his lips ; and, on a

certain occafion, the fhip having
been detained by a long calm, to

an Englifh failor far more dif-

trefiirig than a tempeftuous fca,

the anxious and difpirited crew

were at iaft revived by the wiflied-

for breeze fpringing up.
A few days after the welcome

tidings of land were proclaimed
from the top-maft, while the of-

ficers and {hip's company were

congratulating each other on the

approaching comforts of terra

firma, the features of Mr. Pratt

were obferved to relax :
"

I knew

you would enjoy the thoughts of

Jand," faid the firft officer to our

fpecial original,
" I faw it an

hour before the carelefs raga-

muffin aloft," were the firft, the

laP", and the only words he utter-

ed during the voyage.

He, who for mouths has been

pent up in the foetid exhalations

of a (hip's hold, the difgufting

elofenefs of a dog-hole between

the decks, or been drenched,

melted, or frozen on the fhrouds

or a quarter-deck, will join in

furp.ize, and is beft qua! i tied to

eflimate fuch unnatural, fuch

ftoic apathy.
This general coftivenefs of

fpeech, fuch unlocial referved

behaviour, probably originated
from ill treatment on his firft

voyage, and a fubfequent, hafty,

unfavourable opinion of his affo-

ciates, the boifterous fons of the

waves ; an ill-founded, an un-

generous prejudice, in which

he was fupported by a fenfible

and learned writer, whofe Goliah

faculties were at times debafed

by the puerile infatuations of a

pigmy.
I prefer a prifon to a fhip, faid

Dr. Johnfon, for you have alu ays

more room, and generally bet-

ter company. This illiberal iar-

cafm, from a man who knew and

taught better things, deferred,

and in certain circles would have

experienced the chaitiicment of

a cane, could a man have bt-cn

found, fufficiently bold to en-

counter the formidable quar-

ter- ftaft" of the moraliii, which in

the
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the controverfy concerning the

authenticity of the poems of

O(Iian, once filenced the menaces

of Mr. Macpherlbn, who at-

tempted to throw his fword into

the critical balance.

PRAYERS OF THE
A CHURCH.
A certain curate being defired

by a fick perfon, to introduce his

name among! thofe exprefsly

prayed for in the fervice, de-

manded of him how it happened,
that when in health, he never

faw him at church, but found

that he was always defirous of

the prayers of good Chriftians

when afflicted with difeafe.

" I will explain this matter to

you," faid the countryman,
tf when I have my health, the

providing for my family, and the

cares of the world, fo thoroughly

occupy my mind, that I really

find neither time nor inclination

to think of any thing elfe, it is

only when I am ill that I am de-

vout
"

" How then cgn you be fo

unreafonable," faid the ecclefi-

aftic,
" as to defire that I mould

take any ftep that would be like-

ly to put religion, and the

thoughts of futurity out of your
head ? indeed I will do no fuch

thing ; either refolve to perform

your religious exercifes when in

health, or continue fick and re-

pentant, till you are brought to a

fl-nfeof y air duty."
That excellent feaman and

gallant commander, Sir Edward

Haake, uled to relate a ihort

conversation he once heard be*

tween two boys, belonging to

different (hips :
" Do you havfc

prayers often on board your

(hip," faid Jack;
"
Always when

there is a probability of rough

weather," replied Tom. "Aye
there's fome feufe in that ; but

we have them r gulariy all the

year round, in the rineu weather,

without a breath of air
flirting,

and when there's no more occa-

fanfor it he was interrupt-

ed by the whittle of the boat-

fwain.

PREACHER, a good one thus

defcribed.

"
By a good preacher," fays

a modern writer,
"

I do not mean
a man of noife and gefture, who

preaches up himfelf rather than

his fubjecl, and alcends the pul-

pit for the fame realon that too

many go to church.

- "
By a good preacher, I un-

derftand a man of folid, but not

fhining parts, improved by edu-

cation, who, entering into the

fpirit of the holy Icriptures,

fpeaks what he feels, and feels

what is juft ',
who is clear and

copi-
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copious ; accurate and perfuafive;

more attentive to fenfe than

found ; to matter than manner ;

to dignity of fentiment than lof-

tinefs of ilyle 5 whofe difcourfes

have as much fimplicity as will

render them inftruclive to the

common people, and at the fame

time as much fublimity as will

make them acceptable and ufeful

to the more refined clafles of fo-

eiety."

PREGNANT WOMEN? it

is faid to be an aphorifm of

Hippocrates, that if a female of

this description be bled, {he will

mifcarry.

The quick lighted dexterity of

the prefent age, knows by expe-

rience, as well as analogy, that

this learned man, and excellent

pbyficianj was in this point very
much miftaken;

Breaking through a rule, which

probably has colt thoufands of

women their lives, I underftand,
from a medical friend, that bleed-

ing in this inftance, is pra&ifed

by the moderns, not only with-

out fear ofdanger, but with con-

liderable utility and fuccefs.

Galen, at an early period,when
art and fcience were fettered

by iyftems, and governed by

great names, Galen narrowly ef-

caped being Honed to death,

for bleeding patients till they

fainted, yet I am informed from

the refpe<5table authority) which

I have juft quoted, that in pleu-

rifies, and in other highly in-

flammatory difeafes, in the coun-

try, the method he purfued was

perfectly juftifiable,
and in fome

cafes, abfolutely neceflary.

PRESENCE OF MIND, in

the hurry and horror of a

popular infurre&ion, or any other

urgent calamity, how few of us

are able to poflefs a collected

mind ?

The populace of Paris, inflam-

ed by refentment, and probably
ftimulated by apt emiffaries, had

refolved to deflroy the houfe of

Monf. D'Efpremenih
As the decifions of a mob

are generally executed as ra-

pidly as they are conceived,

the frantic multitude haftcn-

ed to the fpot, but were fur-

prized and filenced on their

arrival, at being addrefl'ed from

an upper window of the houfe in

the following manner: " Whofe
houfe do you propofe fetting

fire to?" "
D'Efpremenil's/'

was the anfwer. " This then

cannot be the houfe, for I bought
and paid for it but a few years

fince, and he was .only the te-

nant. Would you burn the fur-

niture? It is the upholfterer's :

Would you deftroy his wife ?

She
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She is the property of the pub-
lic : Would you kiU his chil-

dren ? They may he your
own.

This fingular addrefs was effi-

cacious, and the croud returned

to the Jardin de Palais Royale,
that focus of the French Revolu-

tion, From which it has fince

taken its name.

PRESSING, a mode of pro-

curing mariners for public
fervice in cafes of emergency,
violent, alarming, and often

dangerous ; bearing hard on a

ufeful body of men, whofe expo-
fure to the warring elements,
feems to render additional cala-

mity unneceffary, and apparent-

ly inconfiftent with the genius of

a free government.
Yet this harfli proceeding, fo

contrary to Britifh liberty, feems

a prerogative inherent in the

crown, from general immemorial

ufage, grounded on common
law

; and though not dire&ly,
and in exprefs terms, authorized

by any particular ftatute, is re-

cognized by many a6ls of par-

liament, which it is not reafon-

able to fuppofe would mention a

practice, illegal and repugnant to

the principles oftheconftitution,

without fome mark of difappro-

bation.

War is confeffedly a great

evil, and preffing, one of the

mifchiefs which accompany it,

but it is a maxim in law, as well

as found policy, that private
mifchiefs mult be fubmitted to,

for the prevention of national

calamity, and a greater calamity
cannot be imagined, than to be

weak and defencelel's at fea, in

time of war.

I will not harrafs the reader or

myfelf, by a long and pompous,
recitation of acts, from the peti-

tions, as they were then ftyled,

of the
fifty-feventh year of the

reign of Edward the third, to

the ftatute of the fccond aa<i

third of Philip and Mary, which
"

layeth a penalty on watermen,
for

obft.inat.ely withdrawing and

hiding themfclves in fecret place?

and out-corners, till the time of

preffing is over-pafled."
I come at once to that aufpi-

cious period, the revolution,

when the principles of
liberty-

were underHood and aflerted.

During the reign of King Wil-

liam, as well as that of Queen

Anne, perfons under certain qua-

lifications, and of a certain de-

fcription, were exempted from

prelh'ng, under proper precau-

tions, to prevent abufe.

Thefe exemptions, clearly and

inconteftibly pre-fuppofe and

prove the expediency, the necef-

fity, and legality of preffing, as

without fuch remedies or pro-

tections, the law confiders every

feaman
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feaman as liable and fubje& to

an inconvenience, unavoidable in

a maritime country.
This fubjeCt, which was

thought important by that great

coniiitutional lawyer, SirMichael

Foftcr, will, I hope, be confider-

ed as not wholly unworthy the

attention of general readers,

ftript of technical pbrafe, and le-

gal jargon.
It may alfo tend to quiet men's

minds, when they are convinced,

that this temporary invafion of

liberty, after other various and

ineffectual methods of manning
the navy, have been repeatedly

tried, is neceffary for the wel-

fare, and even the exiftence of

the Hate, and that it is the law

of the land ; obfcrving that the

queflion of preffiug freemen or

land men, is not at all affected by
this declaration.

1 (hould hope that this ftate-

imnt of a queflion, which has

of; en afforded ma'ter of d^.; la-

mation to ill -
ckiigning men,

would ftimnldte all who are in;-

mHciialely or remotely concerned

in commanding, or fupplying the

wants of the Britifh navy, to

exert tbemfelves, in alleviating
the hardihips, and adminiftering
to the comfort of Ensrlilh fea-O

men, more particularly in pre-

venting their being caned, nd

by upftart JiripLings.
Lc! us place ourftlv.es in the

fil nation of a man prefTed at the

moment of return from a long
and perilous voyage, and expofed

by the hard law of inexorable

neceffity, to be dragged from the

dearefl objects of love, and do-

meftic affection, to feek for

wounds and death, amidft the

raging of tempefts, and the noife

of many waters.

PRICE, JAMES, anEnglifh

chymift, who, in a courfe

of experiments, exhibited in the

prefence of may perfoqs of fci-

ence and reputation, produced
a wonderful powder, which, if it

did not actually turn what it

touched to gold, like the fabulous

philofophcr's flone, made near

approaches to that miraculous

tranfmutation.

Haifa grain of this wonder-

working ingredient which was of

a deep red color, and weighed

by an indifferent perfon, pre-
vented quickfilver from evaporat-

ing, or boiling, though the cru-

cible which contained it, was

lurrounded by an intenfe fire,

and was itielf become red hot.

I will not puzzle my readers,

nor fxpofe mylelf, by defcribing
in technical terms every part of

the procefs ;
it is fufficient to

obferve, that Dr Price dirccled,

but touched nothing, and, that

at the conclnfion or the opera-

tion., when tiie crucible was

cooled
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cooled and broken, a globule,

weighing ten grains, of a yellow

metal, was found at the bottom,
which afkilful artift, after trying
it by the common lefts, pro-
nounced to be pure gold, for

which he would give the higheft

price, that was generally alked

for that precious metal.

A variety of experiments,

which it is not necelTary to par-
ticularize in this place, and of

which the principal nobility and

gentlemen, in the neighbourhood
of Guildford, the doctor's refi-

dence, were witnefies, eftablifli-

ed, beyond a doubt, the facl, that

by means of his extraordinary

powders, for he produced a white

as well as a red one, filver and

gold, in the proportion of 28 to 1,

and in other inftances of 40 to 1,

and 60 to I, was repeatedly pro-
duced.

Notwithstanding fuch unex-

ceptionable evidence, the world,

ftill incredulous, and fufpecling

deception, demanded further ex-

periments ; but the fanguine ex-

pectations of the friends of Dr.

Price were checked and extin-

guiflied, by his obferving, that

the whole of his materials were

expended in the experiments he

had made, and that he could not

furnifh himfelf with more, but by
.
a procefs tedious and operofe,

whofe effects had already been

injurious to his health, and of

which he declined the repetition.

Whether the operator had im-

paired his fortune, his intellect,

or his fpirits, I cannot toll, but I

underftand, that, not long after,

he died by his own hands; and

his fecret, to the experimental

chymift, fo highly inteivfting,

perifhed with him.

The philofopher and ftatefman,

who may lament the lofs of an

art, which apparently would have

enabled us to pay oft the national

debt, and to fet at defiance the

exhaufting circumfiances of war,

will however ceafe to repine,

and will eftimate the doctor's

fecret at its proper value, when.

they are told, as he confetfed to

a friend, a few months before his

death, that the materials necej-

Jary to produce an ounce of gold,

co/ljeventeeu pounds.

pRINCE OF PEACE.
I am accufed of having treat-

ed this Spamih favorite indeco-

roinly, and add the following cir-

cumitance in his favor.

Don Ramos de Sabs, a re-

fpe&able profefibr and doctor of

laws, in the umveriity of Sala-

manca, was condemned to fix

years imprisonment in the inqui-

fition, for certain fpeculative opi-

nions : againft this decilion his

friends appealed ; but the Arch-

bifhop



PRIVILEGE AND PREROGATIVE.

bifliop of Toledo,
ft

confidering
de Salas as a bold, unbending
fpirit, a philofopher of the pre-
fent age, and one who had pre-
fumed to doubt the neceffity of

an inquifition," confirmed the

fentence.

The Prince of Peace being ap-

plied to for his interceflion, laid

the bufinefs before the king, who
ordered the proceedings to be re-

vifed
$

this the Grand Inquifitor

refufed, but his majefty enjoin-

ing obedience to his mandate,
the ecclefiaftic paufed, and rely-

ing on his influence with the

qneen, addreffed himfelf to her

majefty on his knees, and in pa-
thetic language5 but without fuc-

cefs.

It was on this occafion, that

the Queen of Spain burft forth

into the following animated

words,
" Your grace," for our

fpirited female was fpeaking to

the Archbifhop of Lorenzo, who
was ufing his endeavours after

the Grand Inquifitor had failed,

<c
your grace muft excufe me,

for I can liften no longer, it is

lo thefe inquifitors, and to hypo-
crites like thefe, that the fore-

reigns of Europe are indebted

for all the revolutions, and all

the misfortunes they have ex-

perienced." De Salas was fet

at liberty, and this is faid to be

the firft inftance, in the Spanilh

annals, in which a decree of the

inquifition had been reveried.

In certain late remonftrances

which took place between the

Englifh and Spanifh courts, the

Prince of Peace has been cenfur-

cd for his degrading fubmiffion

to Gallic indignity; what might
not any man be obliged to fub-

mit to, rather than expofe his

throat to the knife of a footpad,
or his head to the piftol of a

highwayman ?

pRIOR, MATTHEW for a

curious fpecies of domeftic

economy, and his reafons for

pracYifing it, fee ELWES, JOHN.

PRIVILEGE AND PRERO.
^

GATIVE; two delicate

powers in the Englifh conflitu-

tion, which require confiderable

addrefs in the exertion of them,
to avoid on the one hand, their

extinguifhing general liberty;
and ou the other, not to deprive

public functionaries of the ener-

gy of felf-prefervation.

The elfence of our Englifh

conftitution, if I understand it

rightly, is, that each of the bo-

dies which com pole it, can a&

fepurately, only within their own

walls, but jointly over the

whole.

The will of the king, except
in his own palaces and precincts,

where
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where he acts as the m after of

his family; the will of the king,
in every other cafe, can only be

executed by magiftrates, civil

officers, and public courts of

juftice, under the known and ef-

tabliihed law of the land.

But the powers of the houfe

of commons, have been pro-
nounced by a late parliamentary

orator, undefinable, a dreadful, a

terrible word; a tyranny, to

which, if his defcription be cor-

rect, I mould prefer the fiat of a

Perfian Cadi.

He pronounces it criminal to

pretend to enumerate the various

inftances, in which that fupreme

law, ihefalus popull, might call

them forth.

The utility, and fometimes the

neceffity, of fuch a power, can-

not be denied j but it is highly
defirable to define it, and mark
out fences and barriers asainft aO
formidable enemy, which might
attack thole from whom it deriv-

ed its exiftence.

In the early part of the pre-
fent reign, the fpeakers warrants

excited terror and refentment in

the whole country, and produc-
ed animated oppofition.

It was contended, that what-

ever power the fpeaker poflefled,

it could only be given him to

regulate the aflembly in which
he prefided, that they might per-

form their functions effectually,
and without

interruption
.

He is alfo authorized to pre-
vent publishing the debates, and
to punilh any one who (hall ridi-

cule the aflembly or its members;
on the wholefome principle, that

whatever we render contempti-

ble, we (hall foon difobey.
Yet I confefs my lei f on the

whole, more jealous of the undue

exertion of
privilege,

than of re-

gal prerogative; I would rather

be levelled to the ground by the

flaffof a conftable, or the fift of

a king's meflenger, than be

crumed by the weight of a fer-

jeant's mace.

I mould prefer being difpatch-

ed at once under the weight of

Mr. Reeves's royal trunk, to the

evil of having my head or my
limbs broken every feffions, by
one of the crabbed branches ; I

would rather be killed at once

by a lion, than he kicked and

bruifed by another animal, who
had wrapped itl'elf in his royal

Ikiii.

PROBLEM OF MOLY-
A

NEUX, the friend of Locke,
and mentioned by the latter in

his Eflay on the Human Under-

Handing.
A perfon born blind, and arri-

ved at manhood, has been taught

by long habit to dillinguifli ly
his



PROFLIGATE SERVANT.

hi* t(wch, a cube from a globe,
of the (aine metal, and of the

fame <ize. The queftion is, the

cube and the globe being placed

on a table, and the blind man ac-

quiring his fight in a moment,
the queftion is, whether, without

tone! ting, he would be able to

fay which is the cube, and which

is the globe.
Moft men of fcience have de-

termined that the perfon fo fitu-

ated, could not at once deter-

mine
; the whole feems to turn

on this
;
whether the notions of

extcntion and figure, are ac-

quired equally and coiempurane-

citjly by light as well as touch.

PROFESSION, or bufmefs,
^ a dependence far preferable

to court patronage. See WIL-

LIAMS, Mr.

PROFLIGATE SERVANT,
** a fins;ular but hazardousO
mode of reforming one.

A few years fince, there ap-

peared in one of the Irilh Jour-

nals, an advertifement from a

fervant who wanted a valet's

place, ftating, that he was without
*"

"hara&er, and had many faults,
f

Sped to mend. A confef-
fion fc

frank, and indeed fo un-

clafg of

caught thv,
eye of a gcnt ien,an in

the

kno-.vn for eccentric humor, and

generous hofpitality.

He lent for the man, and on

his entering the room, thus ad-

dreffed him ;
" You gracelefs

dog, that feem bent on ftarving,

pray where and with whom did

you live laft?" " With Squire

,
of St. Stephen's Green,"

replied the valet,
if and an ill-

natured, unreafonable man he

was, an't pleafe your honor, tho*

'tis true, I gave him fomefmall

canje ;
would you believe it, fir,

for no other reafon in the world,

than becaufe I kept genteel

hours, kiffcd the wenches, loved

whifky, and becaufe he miffed a

pair of filver mounted piftols,

and another thing or two, he

fent me packing, and flopped

my wages.
1 '

" You are the lad for my
money," laid the gentleman,
"

you have owned your faults,

which I have never been able to

prevail on a fervant to do.

" I now know your failing ;

but remember, if I ever catch

you at any of your light-fingered

tricks, you (hall certainly die in

you fhoes. Be with me to-mor-

row morning, at nine o'clock,

you idle dog ; in the mean time,

take thefe ten guineas, and pay

your old matter for his piftols."

The gracelefs rogue entered on

his place the next day, and faith-

fully
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fully ferved for the reft of his

life, his new matter, who left

him at his deceafe, a handfome

annuity ;
he embarked in trade,

was fuccefsful, and at the mo-
ment I write, is a wealthy and

refpe&able merchant in Dub-
lin.

,By a fevere difciplinarian, he

would have been doomed to con-

finement in a jail,
that riurfery

for violence and plunder, from

which, after fome flight punilh-
nient for his tirft o Hence, he

would have ilTued a qualified def-

perado ;
and after a life of blood

and plunder, in all probability,

would have expiated his crimes

on a gibbet.

ROJECT OF BOURG-
FONTAIN; a plan, faid

to have been concerted at a reli-

gious houfe of that name, in

France, in the year fixteen hun-

dred and twenty-one, for the

purpofe of confultinc; on the

means of abolilhing Chriftianity.

The perfons mentioned, as

having been prefent at thefe con-

fultations, were the Abbot of St.

Cyan, Janfen, Bifhop of Ypres,

Robert Arnauld, and others
;

this fabulous narrative, now al-

moft buried in oblivion, once

excited a confiderable fenfation

at P.iris; a pamphlet, written to

eiiablifh its exilience, was fup-

prefled by a public edict, and dif.

gracefully burnt. It is noticed by
Pafcal, in his lettres, Provencales,

by iMeynier, in the Facia Janfenii,

and was proved to be wholly a

fchemeof the Jefuits,to throw an

odium on the Jan fen ids, by Father

Clemencet, one of the pious,

learned, and indefatigable Bene-

dictine editors, to whom litera-

ture is fo much indebted.

My attention was called to this

obfolete controverfy, by the

alarming publication of Profeflbr

Rob ifon, who roundly charges
the philofophers, fceptics, and

free-mafona of the prefent day,
with a regular and premeditated

defign of the fame kind : I would

wilh to do juftice to the inten

tions of the learned writer, but

like other warm advocates, in

fupport of a favorite opinion, he

proves too much.

I ay;ree with him in opinion
on many of his data, and fub-

f< ribe to the truth ofJome of his

ftatements ;
but in the ardor of

zeal, or the fertility of a creative

imagination, he attacks mon-

Iters, and fight with giants, who

exift only in his own fancy.

I cannot fee, nor indeed do I

believe, that there has been any
aflbciated body, collected by a

bond of union, by oath, or by.

co-operation of defign, to under-

mine the Chriitian religion, more

than there has been in all ag'cs

and iu all countries, amongft the

vici-



PRINCIPLES AND MANNERS.

vicious, the profligate, and the

unprincipled.

At every period of civilized

fociety, there have been, and

ever will be, bold, bad men, who,

finding that the religious fyftems
of their country (tood in the way
of their own criminal purfuits,

have endeavoured to ridicule, re-

ject, and difbelieve the one,

rather than fet bounds to, or

mortify the other.

This principle, rebellious both

againft reafon and revelation,

originates.from paflions, planted

for the wifeft purpofes. in the

human breaft, and of this CON-

SPIRACY, fo emphatically pro-

claimed by the profeffor, every
man becomes a member, who

prefers illicit indulgence, to ho-

neft gratification, and who refills

the falutary reftraints of juftice

and moderation.

Perhaps this ingenious, but

exaggerating writer, will be fur-

prized and concerned at being
himfelf considered as a CONSPI-

RATOR AGAINST TRUTH AND
COMMON SENSE, when he accu-

fes refpectable bodies of men, of

being difafTeiled to religion and

order, who are in fa&, as warmly
attached to Chriftianity and re-

gal government^ as the zealous

proieiTor himlelf; but who do

not injure the caufc they fupport,

by rajh and ill admj'ed alarms.

PRINCIPLES AND MAN-
A NERSOF THE TIMES;
a once popular work oi Dr.

John Brown's, a favorite, and I

fear, a flatterer of the Bifhop of

Gloucerter.

In a ftyle highly animated,

and in elegant language, but

with a conliderable degree of the

WarburIonian arrogance, Dr.

Brown draws a melancholy pic-

ture of the decline of public fpirit

and private virtue
; he does not

call it an abandoned, wicked, pro.

fligate age, but a vain, a luxuri-

ous, a felfifti, and an effeminate

one. From thefe, and other

circumftances, he prophecies na-

tional ruin and difgrace ; but the

fplendid fuccefles which foon fol-

lowed, and the commercial prof-

perity of Great Britain attaining

a height unexampled, the do&or

was pronounced a falfe prophet j

his book loft its credit, and the

writer, fome years after, fell a

facrifice to defpondency, from

the difappointmentof certain ex-

pectations he had formed from

the munificence or the gratitude

of the Czarina.

This modern Cenfor, this fe-

cond Cato, who is faid to have

enjoyed many of the pleafures

which he fo feverely ladies, feems

to have forgot, that the fame

charges have been brought againft

every nation, which has attained

wealth
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wealth and power. Who will,

who can, or who ought, to pre-

vent a man, up to his neck in

rouleaus and India bonds, from

gratifying his inclination for ele-

gance, fplendor, and refine-

ment ?

Fifty years have almoft elapfed

fince the following picture of the

manners of the Englifli capital

was fketched ; how far it is ap-

plicable to our prefent circum-

ftances, it is not my bufinefs to

decide.
(C The firft and principal ar-

ticle of town-effeminacy, is that

of drefs, which, in all its variety

of modern excefs, is too low for

frrious animadversion; yet in this,

mull every man, of every rank

and age, employ his mornings,
who pretends to keep good com-

pany. The wii'eft, the mod vir-

tuous, the moft polite, if defec-

tive in thefe exterior and un-

manly delicacies, are avoided

as low people, whom nobody

knows, and with whom one is

Aihamed to be feen,
*' No man offafhioncan crofs

the fireet in which he lives, to

dine, without the effeminate co-

vering and conveyance of a chair.

Wherever he goes, he meets the

fame delicacy ; warm carpet* are

ipread under his feet, hangings
Airround him, doors and win-

dows, nicely jointed/ prevent all

VOJ., in.

pofiibility of entrance to therudo

external air.

"
Vanity lends her aid to the

unmanly fpe&acle; fplendid fur-

niture, a fumptuous fideboard,

a train of attendants, elegant and

coftly entertainments, for which

earth, air, and feas, are ranfack-

ed; expeniive wines from the

Continent, and the childifh va-

garies of a whiiniical defert, are

the fupreme pride of the matter,

the admiration or envy of his

guefts.
"
Luxury is not idle in her

province, but fhares with her lif-

ter Vanity, in the labors of the

day. High foups and fauces,

every mode of foreign cookery,

that can quicken tafte, and fpur

the lagging appetite, is afiiduoufly

employed.
(l A knowledge of books, a

tafte in arts, a proficiency in

fcience, were formerly regarded
as proper qualifications for a man
of elevated condition; but read-

ing is now funk into a morning's

amufemcnt, till the important
hour of drefs arrives, a gentle re

laxation from the tedious rounds

of pleafure.
" But what kind of reading

rauft that be, which can attract

or entertain the languid fpirit of

modern effeminacy, and prevent

the infupportable toil of think-

ing ? Weekly effays, novels,

P. play**



6(3 PRINCIPLES AND MANNERS.

plays, and irreligious pamphlets,

together with a general haft) of

thefe, ferved up in fome monthly
mels ofdullnefs, are the meagre,

literary diet, of town and coun-

try.
(( The principle of honor is

either loft or totally corrupted,
our ambition is trifling, ourplca-
fures are unmanly. In fuch a

general defect of religion and

honor, can we expert to find a

place for the love of our country ?

Shew and pleafure, and the means

of procuring them, are the main

objects of purfuit. The clergy
need not blufh that they have

fallen with the fame, the man-

ners, and the principles of their

country; the worthy part of them

cannot afpire to truer glory, than

to have become objects of con-

tempt to thofe who are the con-

tempt of Europe."
It may be curious to contraft

this character of his countrymen,
whom Dr. Brown thus feverely

defcribed/as in the laft ftage of

degeneracy, with his fingular

picture of our Gallic neighbours.
" The French have virtues

and vices, ftrengths and weak-7 O

nefles, refpeetable, inconfiftent,

and . apparently incompatible
with each other. Effeminate, yet
brave

; infmeere, yet honorable
;

hofpitable, not benevolent; vain,

yet fubtle; fplendid, not gene-
rous ; warlike, yet polite j plau-

iible, not virtuous; mercantile,

not mean
;
in trifles, ferious;gay

in enterprize; women at the

toilette
;

heroes in the field
;

in

conduct, decent ; profligate at

heart; divided in opinion; in

action united
;
weak in manners

;

ftrong in principle ; contempti-
ble in private life; in public, for-

midable."

A character of our neighbours
before the resolution, by another

writer, ought to accompany the

doctor's flcetch.

" If I may hazard a remark

on the converfation talents of a

Frenchman, I would praife them
for equanimity, but cenfure

them for infipidity ; originality

of thought, and vigorous expref-

fion, are fo entirely excluded,

that characters of ability and

inanity, nearly meet on a par.

Tame, elegant, uninterefting,

and polite, they converfe with-

out inftruction, and depart with-

out offence.

" Where there is much polifli,

you have little argument, and if

you neither argue nor difcufs,

what is converfation ? Good

temper and eafy manners, it muft

be confefled, are the firft in-

gredients for fociable chat, but

wit and knowledge muft break

into fome inequalities, or con-

verfation is like a journey on an

Dr. Brown's work excited the

feverity
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feverity of criticiftn, and in his

attempt to defend himfelf, he

was accufed of falfe reafoning,

and prefumption ;
his adverfaries

afierted, that the ilate of the king-

dom was a complete refutation

of his book
;
that funk, as he had

defcribed it, in effeminacy, cow-

ardice, felfifhnefs and fenfuality,

it had chaihfed its enemies by lea

and land, and that the literary

character of the age had been ref-

cued from the fcurrilous farcafms

he had poured forth, by works
' which would be perufed with

pleafure, when his gloomy de-

clamations would be forgotten.

SALMANAZAR,
GEORGE, a man of learn-

1112;, a literary impoftor, and one

of the writers employed in com-

pilling the Univerfal Hiftory, a

tafk which he executed with Ikill

and fidelity.

This adventurer, who attracted

in his time, no fmall attention,

was firft noticed by a Colonel

Lander, in the garrifon of Sluys,

at which place, a wanderer from

his parents and country, and

under the p refibre of extreme

poverty, he had enlifted as a pri-

vate folditr. But he induftri-

oufly and artfully circulated a

ftrange ttory, that he was a na-

tive of the idand of Formofa,
converted from idolatry by cer-

tain Jefuits, and that he was

obliged to fly from the vengeance
of the Japanefe, whofe hatred

has been defcribed as particularly

virulent againft Chriftianity in all

its forms.

The fingularity of his relation,

and the apparent fimplicity of

his manners, induced the colo-

nel, and Innes, his regimental

chaplain, an unprincipled profli-

gate, to take him under their

protection ; he accompanied
them to England, and was foon

after introduced to the Bifhop of

London, who liftened to his ac-

count with pity and implicit faith,

became his patron, contributed

generoufly towards his fupport,

and rewarded with confiderable

preferment, Innes, who was

aware of, and had early detected

the cheat, but confidered it as a

convenient ftep to patronage.
The artful conduct of theftrang-

er, in producing and fpeaking a

language, alphabet, and grammar,

purely of his 6wn invention, and

his eating raw meat, roots, and

herbs, foon rendered him an ob-

ject of public notice, and occa-

-fioned much curious difniiifition

between many characters of the

firft rank in church and (late.

The keen-eyed icepticifm of

the Doctors Halley, Mead, and

Woodward, refcued them, how-

ever, from the charge of blind

credulity, in which many of their

refpectable cotemporaiies were

F 2 invoU
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involved
;

thefe gentlemen had

cried down Plalmanazar as an

arrant rogue, from the begin-

ning. Yet, what pretence, how-

ever vain, what abfurdtty, how-

ever palpable, need fhrink from

enquiry, or dread detection, when

Dr. Graham, Mayerfbaeh, Ani-

mal MagnetilYn, and Metallic

Tra6tors, meet with zealous dif-

ciples, and warm encourage-

ment ?

The moft fanguine hopes of

the impollor, could he have

filenced the accufation of his

own heart, appear to have been

crowned with fuccefs, and hede-

.rived liberal contributions from

the pity, the curiofity, or the

folly of mankind, who confider-

ed it their duty* as Chriflians

and as humane men, to protect

an unfortunate fugitive, who
had fuffered in. the caufe of

truth.

He drew up, in Latin, an ac-

count of the ifland ofFormofa, a

confident and entertaining work,

which was tranflated, hurried

through the prefs, had a rapid

fale, and is quoted, without fuf-

picion, by Buffon ;
whilft his

adherence to certain fingularities

in his manners and diet, gather-

ed from popular opinion, or from

books, conliderably ftrengthened

the impofi lion, for the carrying

on of which he was eminently

qualified, by polfefling a com-

mand of countenance, temper,

and recollection, which no per-

plexity, rough ufage, or crofs

examination, could derange.

His memory was at the fame

time Ib correctly tenacious, that

after the exereife of habit, in

verbal arrangement, on being de-

fired to tranflate a long lift of

Englifh words into the Formo-

fan language, they were marked

down without his knowledge,
and his credit was confiderably

corroborated by his correctly af-

fixing the fame terms to the fame

words, on the queftion being re-

peated, three, fix, or even twelve

months afterwards. In this

manner his impofture had been

firft difcovered by Innes, but this

difgrace to his cloth fuppreflcd

what he knew, and joined in the

fraud from finifter motives.

By favor of the Bifhop of Ox-

ford, who proved a warm advo-

cate in his caufe, Pialmanazar

was enabled to improve himfelf

in his ftudies, and convenient

apartments were provided for him
in one of the universities.

To imprefs his new neighbours
at this place with proper ideas of

his intenfe and unceafing appli-

cation, it was hiscuilom to keep

lighted candles in his room du-

ring the night, and to fleep in an.

eafy chair
;

that his bed-maker

finding his bed untumbled (and

not failing to repeat the circum-

ftance)
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fiance) might not fuppofe he

indulged in fo unphiloiophical a

refreihment, as going to bed : he

occasionally lamented the nolle

and interruptions occafioned by-

certain young men in an adjoin-

ing apartment, who preferred the

joys of wine and good-fellow-

mip, to folitude and midnight
ftudies.

On his return to London, he

drew up, at the defire of his

friends, a Verfion of the Church

Catechifm, in what he called his

native tongue, which was exa-

mined by the learned, found re-
"

gular and grammatical, and pro-
nounced a real language, and no
counterfeit. By thefe, and other

arts, the fuppiies of his patrons
continued liberal, and he was
enabled to lead an idle, in iome

inftances, when he was thrown
off his guard, an extravagant,
and, it is to be feared, occafion-

ally an immoral life.

Thofe gentlemen who had firft

fufpefted his
integrity could not

reft till their doubts were jufti-

fied ; they pointed out various

abfurdities, and many contradic-

tions, in his narrative, as well as

in his declarations ; his firft en-

couragers began to feel fhame,
he was gradually lowered in the

public cttcem, his early benefac-

tors
filently withdrew their fup-

port.

The fraud was generally under -

ftood, and the capricious culli-

lility of the public, \vhich is fo

eager to fwallow barefaced im-

probability, was loon converted,

by a natural procefs, into the

malignity of irritated pride, and

the refentment of mortified vani-*

ty; while thofe who had origi-

nally given warning againft im-

pofture, did not forget to increafe

the confufion of their opponents,

by ridicule and farcafm.

The fituation of this degraded
man became critical

; detected,

and almoft deferted, his fubfiit-

ence was precarious, but having

difplayed in his affumed charac-

ter, confiderable abilities, and

having cultivated an extenfive

acquaintance with a clafs ofmen,
who have been pronounced the

beft patrons of literary adven-

ture, he was employed by the

bookfellers in a periodical publi-

cation, and laftly in the accurate

and ufeful, but dry and laborious

undertaking of a Univerfal Hif-

tory, a confiderable portion of

the antient part of which, was

committed to his care.

He did not, during his life, in

any formal manner, proclaim his

impofition, and could never be

prevailed on, to difclofe his real

name and country (fuppofed to

be the fouth of France) that he

might not difgrace his family ;

yet
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yet he did not fcruple confeffing
his fraud to confidential friends,

with tears and repentance.

PUBLIC SINGERS AND
* PLAYERS AT ROME.
We learn from an ancient

hiftorian, part of the precaution-

ary difcipline practifed by them ;

the firft I do not exactly under-

fland, and the fecond is a fub-

ject I will not enter on; "Plum-
beam chartam fupinus pectore

fnftinebant, enemate et vomitu

purgabant, pomis et cibis offici-

ojis
abftinuere :" this helps to

explain a paflage I have read in

fome modern poet.

Black -friars annalls him were

pleas'd to call,

The warden of apothecaries

hall;

And when fo dignified, he'd not

forbear,

That operation which the learn'd

declare,

.Gives a fine voice, and makes

the ladies fair.

PULPIT CASUISTRY.
* In a late difcourfe, on the

general complexion and preva-

lent manners of the times, it

was remarked, that the learned

preacher appeared fomewhat em-

barraffed; that as a polite man

getting on in the church, and

Ibcfore a dignified audience, he

ftruggled between a conviction

of difagreeable truths, which it

was his duty as a minifter of the

gbfpel, to declare unrefervedly,
and a wifh as a courtier, to palli-

ate or foften them.

After fpeaking of that depra-
ved ftate of morals, the common
effect of wealth and luxury,
which at every period of the

world, has ended in the downfall

of the mott powerful empires, he

added fomewhat paradoxically,."
that, in the prefent day, al-

though the reigning manners of
the multitude, gave a counte-

nance to vice, the general fenli-
ment of the pullic, was infavor

of virtue."

The divine, on quitting the

pulpit, was attacked by a near

neighbour, for uttering fo con-

tradictory and exceptionable a

tenet; he accufed him " of at-

tempting to palliate the exterior

levitv, but difguifed flagitioufnefs> c o
of the age, and infifted, that it

was a nioft unjuftifiable fpecies

of mockery, to give a mere em-

pty confent to the principles of

virtue, whilft we
flatly contra-

dicted it by actions."

The preacher, a pleafant, a

worthy man, and not without

many good points in his charac-

ter, feemed a little hurt
;
but it

was remarked at dinner time-,

that chagrin had not at all dimi-

niflied his appetite, or injured his

tei<
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fcientific and pra&ical relim for

port wine.

The language he held, and for

which he was properly cenfured

by one of his afibciates, reminds

me of a production publifhed

many years ago ; I do not re-

collet, when, by whom, or

where, but I well remember the

objecl: of the writer was peculiar.

He endeavoured to prove that a

man of a moft flagitious private

life, but who ftri&ly attended to

exterior decorum, and regularly

performed the duties of public

devotion, was lefs an enemy to

revealed religion and virtue, than

a man of more innocent life, but

who entirely neglecled or care-

lefsly performed the duties of

public worfliip, and private

thankfgiving.

PULPIT .ELOQUENCE.
^ The unanimated mode of

delivery, too generally adopted

by Englifh preachers, has been

often cenfured, and with fome
reafon ; yet I cannot, by any

means, agree with thofe who
would vvilh to introduce the gef-
tures of theatric exhibition into

the houfe of God.

To awaken mankind from the

dreams of fenfuality, and worldly
intereft

;
to increaie the influence

of virtue by additional motives,
and to deter the wicked by new
terrors

;
to enfprce morality by

divine revelation; to convince-

our reafon and affet our hearts,

are the great objects of every
honeft preacher of the gofpel ;

objects equally defeated by extra-

vagant action, violent vocifera-

tion, or by his afiuming the ap-

pearance of a ftatue, with head,

hands, and eyes, immoveably ri-

vetted to his text book.

Though the toil of art fhou!4

be difcovered as little as poilible,

he who would do good as a divine,

muft not let a wifh tojhine be his

paramount motive ;
he muft

adopt a grave fimplicity, a well

regulated earneftnefs of delivery,

adeliberate pronunciation, a mild

devout, unaffected folemnity of

manner, arifing from a con-

viclion _of the important truths

he inculcates. Nothing is more

awfully impreffivethan well timed

paufes, after any ftrong fenti-

ment, or emphatic quotation
from the infpired writers.

There (liould be no fmirking,
no ielf-approving half-fuppreffcd

fmiles, no iludied graceful atti-

tudes, no curvetting of the head

and neck-, no toffing forward of

the flioulders, no prettincfs of

gate, no regular intervals for ad-

jufting band, drefs, book, hand-

kerchief, and cumion.

I know two well-meaning, and

in other refpe6ts, pleafant men,
who lofing fight of propriety,

common fenfe, and the facred

nature
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nature of the office in which they
are engaged, conftantly exhibit,

in the pulpit and reading delk,

the prepofterous habits, affected

niceties, and prim prettineffes of

petit maitres.

Although in other points their

characters are refpe&able, and

their pulpit competitions good j

thefe unwarrantable and incon-

littent levities, always excite ridi-

cule or difguft.

The defirable medium between

a ranter and a drone, it is eafier

to wifh for, than defcribe j it muft

be the effect of good fenfe and

cor reel tafte, on a temperate
frame of body and mind, on a

well modulated voice, a critical

ear, an interefting countenance,

and a chade uniformity of expref-

fion and gefture ;
and I believe

in fome instances is unattainable,

even with thefe requifites, from

a mal-formation of the organs of

fpeech.

Many of thefe, it is true, muft

be born with a man, and cannot

be acquired. Numbers of me-

ritorious young clergymen, after

long and confiderable pains, have

erofsly failed ; while others, com*

mencing their clerical functions,

unprepared, and almoft unpre-

Ineditated, have fecured iiient

attention, and univerfal appro-
bation.

He who could fecttre the occa*

lipnal attendance of two or thre i

judicious, candid, but 'fevers

friends, to hear him officiate

during the firft month of his en-

trance on the minifterial office,

would reap confiderable advan-

tage from their obfervations.

Biftiop Burnet is faid to have

indulged, in an undue degree
of pulpit a&ion, and to have

been highly gratified with an in-

decorous mode of approbation,
a fort ofhumming noife from the

congregation, which was a pre-

valent faflhion at that time.

This cuftom, highly indecent

in a place of worfhip, provoked
the cenfure of Bifhop Spratt, the

rival of the prelate of Salifbury ;

he checked it frequently whilft

he was preaching, and on more
than one occafion, raifing his

voice, exclaimed,
"

Peace, peace,
I pray you peace !" The \vhig

divine, if we may believe a tory

biographer, left delicate in his

tafte, is laid to have fometimcs

fat down to enjoy it.

Yet to applaud a favorite

preacher, by voice as well as gef-

ture, was frequently praclifed at

an early period of the Chriltian

church.

Vigilanttus, though afterwards

a backflider and heretic, could

not fupprefs the raptures he felt

on hearing St. Jerome j
he leap-

ed ftiddenly from his feat, and

applauded both with hands and

feet; exclaiming at the fame time

with
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with a loud voice, Exellent Fa-

ther ! Holy Man! Orthodox Di-

vine !

It is alfo related on good au-

thority, that when St. Chry
fottome delivered his ferraons,the

congregation frequently waved

their handkerchiefs and hats, and

at a certain time cried aloudj
" Thou art a preacher fent from

God, the thirteenth apoftle of

Chrift, the glory, and honor of

the priefthood."

Gregory Nazianzen once

boafted, that his words mov-
ed the people, as the waves

of the fea are raifed by the

wind*

The correct tafle of the pre-
fent age has baniflied this inde-

cent cuftom from our churches ;

if clapping were allowed, it

would be unfair to forbid hiding,
and thus the temple of the Al-

mighty would be converted into

a play houfe, or a bear-garden.
The culhion-thumping pro-

pcnfity of Biftiop Burnet, often

excited the profane merriment

of Charles the fecond; he told

him, on one occafion, as he de-

fcendecl from preaching at the

royal chapel; "If my doubts were

not removed by the force of your

arguments, my Lord, I fhould

be inftantly filenced by the weight
of your lift."

The king had been irritated by
the honeft cenfuresofBurnet^wljo

thought it his duty, as a Chrif-

tian biftiop, to expoftulate with

Charles on his abandoned con-

duel ;
" The only means of ex-

tricating yourielf from the trou-

bles which furround you," faid

Burnet,
"

is to remove the croud

of giddy and guilty creatures that

flutter about your court
; no-

thing hath fo much tended to

alienate the affections of your

fubjecls, after the great loyalty
and deliverances you have expe-

rienced, as the fcandalous reports

of your life, and converfation,

which, if you perfift in, divine

vengeance will puriue you in this

world and the next."

PURSUITS OF LITERA-
A TUBE.
The author of this unacknow-

ledged production, which would

place a crown of bays and of net"

ties, on the poets head, is praif-

ed, and juftly praifed, in the fol-

lowing words, by a modern wri-

ter.

Thou too, the namelefs bard,

whole honeft zeal

For law, for morals, for the pub-
lic weal,

Pours down impetuous on thy

country's foes,

The ftream of verfe, and many-
la?iguag'd proj'e ;

Thou too, though oft thy ill-ad-

vis'd diflike

The
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The
giiiltlefs

head with random

ceniure ftrike

Though quaint allufions, vague
and undefin'd,

Playfaintly round the ear, lut

mock the mind,

Through the mix'd mafs, yet

tafte and learning (Line,

And manly vigor itamps the

nervous line ;

While patriot rage the generous
verfe mfpires,

And wakes and points the dcful-

tory fires.

I have marked, with the filent

criticifm'of Italic, the only fault

I have been able to find in Mr.

QUEEN ANNE, the four laft

^^
years of her reign, which

commenced with fplendor, but

clofed unpropitioufly ; this pe-
riod fo productive of great events

and great men, has afforded mat-

ter of controverfy to a variety of

writers.

He who has read only the

well written malignity of Swift,

and the eloquent mifreprefenta-

tions of Bolingbroke, fhould pe-

rufe a periodical paper published
at that period, called the Medley;
Tracts on the management ofthe

war, written by Dr. Hare, Bi-

(liop of Chichefter ; Larnberti's

Memoirs j the Barrier Treaty
Vindicated ; andBurnet's Hifiory

of his own Times ; obferving to

recollect as he proceeds, the

party principles of each writer.

Both fides occafionally depart
from impartiality and juftice ;

fixing their eyes on men rather

than meafures, they forget that a

genuine Whig with the beft in-

tentions, may be an indifferent

minifter, and a Tory with all his

degrading maxims, may prove
himfelf an able politician, and

vice verfa.

We know and feel that there

have been knaves and fools on
all fides, and he who {hould afk

on \vhich of the benches a mem-
ber of parliament fat, before he

praifed a good action, might as

well demand the color of his

coat, and would act as rationally

as the Jew, who on a certain oc-

cafion demanded, if any good
could come out of Nazareth.

Yet, it is impoflible for the

moft candid and moderate man
to deny, that the four laft years
of the reign of (..Kieen Anne ex-

hibit a fpettale mortifying to an

Engliilunan ',
an enemy trodden

into dull only a few years before,

by the victorious Marlborough ;

the fame enemy dictating a hu-

miliating peace ; a peace for

which Europe and the world are

now fuffcring, as France crippled,

proftrate, and bleeding at every

pore, might, and on every prin-

ciple of policy and felfd*.
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ought to have been irrecoverably

crufhcd.

In reply, it has been obferved,

that our national reiburces were

cxhaufted, that a long train of

fplendid victories produced no ad-

vantage, Avhile the wealth of the

country was conveyed into the

pockets of army-agents, colonels

of regiments, commiflaries, and

contractors.

If fuch was the (late of things,

why, but from corrupt and un.

warrantable motives, why were

the repeated and urgent applica-
tions of Lewis the fourteenth

and his miniftcrs fevera! years
before fo constantly rejected ;

when England might have made
her own terms, and much of

the defolation inflicted on the

prefent generation have been

prevented : the fnake might have

been incurably fcotched.

Such conduct, whether to be

attributed to a Godolphin, a

Maryborough, an Oxford, or a

Bolingbroke, cannot be too fe-

verely reprobated.

Among the artificers of this

execrable peace ; hiftorians have

generally named Henry St. John,
Vifcount Bolingbroke, who was

baniflicd foon after the accefliou.

of the Houfe of Hanover, but by

intrigues which have never been

exadtly underftood, afterwards

made his peace at St. James'?,

fluid his outlawry was rcvcrfed,

He then became an un-

ceafing oppofer of adminiftration,

and was addreOTcd in pane"\ric
ftrains by a cotemporary poet,

who attempted to cloath him in

virtues, which it was known
that Bolingbroke defpifed.

The verie-writer defcribed the

ftatefman in his philofophical

retirement, praifed his turn for

agricultural purfuits, and his

fondnefs of rural fports ;
told of

his building a palace at Dawley,
and calling it a farm ; laid that

his eloquence detained the en-

raptured gueft till midnight, that

his conversation at table, was the

feail of reafon, and the flow of

foul, and concluded with an

abufive apoftrophe, againft a

country and an adminiftration,

which had doomed fo great and

good a man, at once the glory
and {hame <5f England, to ob-

fcurity and repofc.

A certain literary friend of the

premier, irritated by what he

considered as grofs mifreprefen-

tation, anfwered it in a fpirited

way, and allured the author,

that it was impoffible to
,
re-

cognize St. John, in the difguife

in which he had wrapped him,
for the poet had compared him
to a God vifiting

the earth.

" With whom can fuch abufive

lies prevail ?

Or who believes the pro diluted

tale ?

If
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If George is Jove, fure every man

muitown,
St. John the Titan who aflaiFd

his throne ;

But bailled in his plan fo wild

and vain,

Our thund'rer hurl'd him to the

earth again,

With mercy heard him groaning

fur reprieve,

Forgave his wrongs and bade the

rebel live.

How ill his practice juftifies
his

plea,

How ill his pardon and his crimes

apTce.

Abroad, forfwearing ev'ry trait'-

rousdced,

At home, refolving blindly to

proceed ;

Renewing all the rancour of his

mind,
,

In patriot ma(k, andliberty's fair

guife,

Bidding fell difcord and rebellion

rife.

Dawley may triumph in iis build-

er's art,

And ftand fit emblem of its own-

cr's heart ;

Tho' low its name, yet pompous
is its frame,

The words and deeds of St. John

are the fame;

Humbled with guilt pretending

to appear,
M. I ^

With vows repentant mocks the

public carj

But out of fight all chicanry and

cheat

*

Again wou'd his duplicity dif-

play,

Again be truftcd, and again be-

trav>

In pow'r abufing ev'ry facred

tru fl
.

Ungrateful, cruel, treach'rous,

ancj U njuft.
But when difmifs'd impatient of

the fting;

A traitor to his Saviour and his

king ;

This is the hero whom thy verfe

belies,

Honeil and gen'rous, virtuous

and wife.

Wou'd hiftory and painting lend

their aid,

What horrid deeds, had Dawley's
wails difplay'd ?

\yhat fcenes of rapine, luft, de-

ccit, wou'd rife 3

Heroes in exile, and betray'd al-

lies
j

ln
fj,i

tc of all that god-like

Marlb'rough won,

The Lilly traiup icja ancj tne Gaul

undone ;

jn ^-lte of an _____

The Britifh lion hunted from the

fj clj )

And to a proftrate foe compelPd
to vielcl,

Thcfe were thy glories, St. John
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I am compelled by truth to ob-

fcrve, that the time for making
Inch a peace as ought to have

been made, was at the moment
of the Duke of Marlborough's

victories, when, the whole court

of Versailles was panic- ftruck,

and the French armies flying in

every direction : this ftatement,

if correcl:, places the whole

weight of fraud and guilt on the

Whigs.

TDAPHAEL'S CARTOONS.
Certain productions of the

pencil of that great painter on

facred fubjecls, fo called.

ls Thefe pictures," faid the

late. Mr.Wilkcs, "were purchafed
with the public money, by King

William, who loved and under-

ftood the fine arts, and poflefled

the feelings of a man of tafte, as

well as the lentimcnts of ahero."

This defcription of our great

deliverer, is, I confefs, fomewhat

different from the opinion I had

conceived of him
;
with all his

merits as a warrior and a flatef-

jnan, the king, as I have always

thought, neglecled or defpiied

the elegant productions of art and

imagination ; painting and poe-

try were under few obligations to

him.
" He built," continues the

fame gentleman,
" a fuite of

apartments for their reception at

Hampton-Court, and the Eng-
lifh nation was permitted to eon-

template their beauties, without

difficulty. They remained in

that palace until the prcfent

reign, when they were removed

to a late baronet's Jnioky houfe,

at the end of a great Jmohy
town, being firft mangled, that

they might fit their preient im-

proper fituation.

"
They are entirely fecludcd

from the public eye, though pur
chafed with the public money*
before theacceffion ofthe Brunf-

wick family ;
and while the

Kings of France and Spain, open
their collections for the pleafure

and improvement of their iub-

jocts, Englifhmen are prevented

enjoying the fight of what may
be called, the pride of our ifland,

a national treafure, and by no

means private property. Surely

a bad compliment to a generous

people, who, under prodigious

public burthens, allow their

prince an immen'e income."

The editor thinks it
right,

to

add, that the honorable gentle-

man was miftaken in laying,

that the pieces in queftion are

(hut up from public. inipe6tion,

as he underrtancls that any perfou

vvhofe inclinations induce him,

may be favored with a fight, if

he is provided with half-crown.-,

will remember thoroughly to

clean
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clean his (hoes, and afk no im-

proper queftions.
"

I cannot but lament," fays

the fame writer,
" that an oppor-

tunity was lately loft of improv-

ing public tafte, and decorating

a noble ftructure (St. Paul's)

with the molt valuable works

of Sir Jofluia, and other eminent

painters, owing to the abfurd

prejudices of a taftelefs prelate,

Dr. Terrick. It is thus that

learning and fcience hive ever

.been oppofed by ftupidity and

fuperftition."

The doors of this cathedral,

fmce I fir ft came to the prefs,

have been opened to the merits

of Dr. Johnfon, the philanthropy

of Mr. Howard, and the gallant

intrepidity of our naval com-

manders.

To obviate an implied cenfure

of the condudt of a great perfon-

agc, in the above extract, I infert

a well-founded compliment to

George the third, from a late

hi (torian.

The merit of difcovery has too

often been ftained with avarice

and cruelty; an honourable ex-

ception is due to the virtue of our

own times and country.

The voyages undertaken, by
command of his prefent majefty,

\vere infpired by the pure and

generous love of fcience and

mankind; adapting his benefac-

tions to the different ibges of

fociety, he has founded a fchool

for painting in the Capital, and

has introduced into the iflands of

the South Sea, thofe vegetables

and animals molt ufeful to hu-

man life.

Thefe are imperial works, and

worthy kings.

Nothing was wanting
1 to have

O *-

compleated fuch fplendid bene-

volence, but a liberal, free, and

unreferved communication of all

the original curious drawings
and fketches of certain voyages,

printed and publiihed at the royal

expence, and given to the public

at a moderate price. Thole who

may not clearly comprehend the

hint, may refer to the latter part

of the article afiigned to Mr.

BRUCE, in a former volume.

"O ATHBOD, King of Fries-

land, in the feventh century;

a pagan, and originally, a perfe-

cutor oftheChriftians, but almoft

converted, by Wulfran, Biihop

of Sens.

He confented to be baptized',

if, previous to the ceremony, his

converter would give him a fatis-

fadlory anfwer to an important

queftion ;
this the prelate,

in his

zeal for procuring ib.illuftrious a

profelyte, readily promifed.

On the day appointed, the

priefts
and the people a fi enabled,

and a fplendid proce{Ik>n,worthy

a royal convert, took place.

When
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When arrived at the faered

font, for it was not till the bap-

tifm had commenced, that the

king propofed his queftion ;
fix-

ing his eyes fternly on the bi-

fhop, he thus addrefled him :

"
I adjure you in the name

of Almighty God, that God,

who, you fay, fent his only foil

to die for mankind
;

I folemnly

adjure you to inform me, if, in

confequence of my baptifmal atl-

miffion into the Chriftian church,

I mould hereafter vifit that hea-

ven which you have promifed to

the faithful, whether I (hall meet

the fpirits of my departed an-

ceftors, thofe heroes who have

greatly lived, and greatly died ;

thofe ill uftrious chiefs, whofe ex-

amples it has been my pride to

follow, and in whofe footfteps, I

would willingly tread ?"
ic

I will not deceive you, fir,"

replied Wulfran, with more fin-

cerity than worldly policy,
" as

God hath referved to himfelf,

only a certain number of elect:,

the princes of whom you fpeak,

having died without baptifm,
will certainly be damned.
" But for your comfort, your

royal defcendants, with a long
train of noble Frifians, who mail

believe and be baptized, will

hereafter be your affociates in

the realms of everlafting blifs."

" I cannot admit your inhu-

man and irrational fyftem," re-

plied Rathbod, withdrawing his

foot, which was already in the

water,
" I prefer the ancient

opinions of my forefathers,who(e

valor and heroic atchievements,

deferve a better fate, than that

infernal fiery gulph, which you
defcribe."

'

With thefe words the royal

fceptic retired, leaving the bi-

fliop to lament his want of or-

thodoxy, in thus giving way to

the feelings of nature, and

the convictions of common
fenfe.

"O EASON, its ufe and abufe.

" To magnify the powers
of reafon beyond their extent,

or to depreciate them below their

real ufe, are extremes injurious

to the caufe of truth, ami great

impediments to our forming a

correct judgment on fubjefts of

the firft importance to our hap-

pinefs.

"He who mould aflert, that the

human intellect is fully adequate

to the difcuffion and comprc-
henfion of the various and won-

derful operations of nature,which

every where funound him, or

the unfathomable myfteries of

Divine revelation, would feel

himfelf contradicted by the ex-

perience of every moment of his

life.

" h is therefore of the firft

confequence, to determine the

extent
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extent of our faculties, to decide

ho\v far, and on what fubje&s,

they may faf'ely be trailed.

" To form a judgment of men
and things, from comparing the

pad with ihe prelent, and to de-

duce ufeful rules for our conduct

in life; to draw, from a iludy of

human nature, the laws of our

frame, and the conftitution of

ibcicty, apt arts for increaling or

eftabliihing the advantages we

enjoy from it
;

to examine the

proofs on which the validity of

holy writ depends, and to be able

to guard ourfelvcs againft the cle-

luiions of cnthufiaits, are a few

of the great purpofes, for which

the human underftanding may be

fafely relied on."

Satisfied with that portion of

knowledge, which it has pleafed

the Almighty to impart, and not

complaining of that which he

hath thought proper to withhold,

let us

Hope humbly then, with tremb-

ling pinions foar,

Wait the great teacher death,

and God adore.

TDECOVERY FROM THE
f* GRAVE, a remarkable in-

ftance of, recorded and authen-

ticated by feveral refpe&able hif-

torians.

It is mentioned in this place,

in order to ftimulatethc relations

and friends of perfons whofe ani-

mation hath been Jufpended, by

drowning, fuffocation, and other

accidents ;
and to encourage

them not to relax in their efforts

of recovery, however hopelefs

appearances may be.

I alfo mean this article as a

falutary check on perfons of an-

other defcription, the refiduary

legatees, fecond coufins, favorite

houfckeepers, and religious inti-

mates of wealthy bachelors, rich

widows, and childlefs or childiih

old men j I would wifli them not

to be too hafty in laying them

out, and to pay fome little regard

to decency and decorum, before

they fend for the undertaker,

fcrew up the coffin, and rum-

mage for the will.

A fpark of life not yet wholly

extinguifhed, maybe rouzed into

a flame, by their abominable hy
pocrify, and their avaricious

hopes, be ultimately defeated, by
a new devifee.

But, waving further preli-

minary comment, to which I am

perpetually gliding, and to come

at once to the facl ; the circnm-

{lance I propofe relating, took

place in the middle of the fix-

teenth century, during the reigns

of Elizabeth of England, and

Charles the ninth of France, at

a period when the intrepid fe-

male, who filled the Euglifli

throne, felt it her duty, or her

imereft,
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iiitereft, to interfere in the wars

of the League, and actually fent

an army of fix thoufand men^

under the command of Ambrofe

Dudley, Earl of Warwick, who

took pofleffion of Dieppe and

Havre de Grace, but was too late

to prevent the city of Rouen be-

ing taken by aflault, by the Duke
of Guife and his party.

ft was at this fiege, and in

defending Fort St. Catharine, a

ftrong pod, that Francis de St. Ci-

vile, a young man of a good fa-

rnily in Normandy, lut fome-
^vhat tainted ly the new opinions-,

1'eading on the company he com-

manded, received a mufket fhot,

which, entering his right cheek,

and pafling obliquely down-

wards, was buried in his neck.

A confiderable effufionof blood

took place, he fell motionlefs tin

the ground, and foon after, being
confidered as dead, Was ftripped,*

a*nd with another corpfe com-

mitted to the earth.

A faithful fervant, long con-

riecled with, and warmly attached

to his family, impatiently wait-

ed his returrr, and on being told

what had happened, was anxious

to fee the body of his beloved

mafter, and, with a fuperftition,

i'n this inftancc amiable, to give

it Chriftian burial.

,

'

In the cagernefs of zeal and

t>f love, he procured feveral fol-

VOL. Ill* Ci

diers, of Mr. de St. Civile's

company, to attend him, with

torches, to the fpot where the

captain was buried. The day
was already clofed, when he re-

ceived the melancholy intelli-

gence, and afolemnftillnefs reign,

ed over a fpot, fo lately the fcene

of carnage and Confufiori.

They opened many graves in

vain, and as they were fearful

of exciting the attention, and

drawing upon them the fire of

the befiegers, Were preparing to

return without having accom-

plifhed their bufinefs, when this

trufty domeftic's attention was

fuddenly attfa&ed by fome bright

body on the ground, which, re-

flecting the blaze of the torch,

fparkled in his eye.

Turning back to examine the

caufe, he faw, uncovered, a

hand and arm of fome corpfe al-

ready buried
; on clofer infpec-

tion, and gazing with eager

looks, he found that the glitter-

ing objeft, was a diamond ring
on one of the fingers; this he

inftantly recognized, having for-

merly brought it to his mafter as

a token of love from the tniftrefs

of the young foldier's heart.

The body was difinterred with-

out delay, and the valet, bearing
it in his arms, returned to his

quarters : he could not help re-

marking, as he carried this ho-
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noruble burthen, that it was Ilill

\varni
; {topping a moment to

look at that lace, which had

fmilcd on him a thoufuml times,

he perceived fomething like a

faint breath ifluing from the

mouth, this circumftance created

new hopes, and the in ftant he

reached home, placing the body
in a warm bed, and calling in

medical aid, the wounded man

gradually recovered.

The firft object De St. Civile

opened his eyes on, was the fond,

the faithful domeftie, who had

attended him from his entrance

into life, and had now matched

him from an untimely grave.

He remained forfcveral weeks

in a languid (late, and the city was

in the mean time taken by ftormj

the befiegers being exafpcrated

againft the family of the wound-

ed captain, for the active part

they had .taken, with that more

than favage animofity, with

which civil wars are carried on,

threw the fick man from the

window.

Fortunately for Mr. De St.

Civile, there was a large dung-
hill underneath, on which he fell

without injury ; here, in the

noife and confufion of a military

afl'ault, he lay for feveral days

unnoticed by the enemy, was

occafionally fupplied with a little

nourifhment, and at laft convey
-

rd, by night, through the kind

care of his original deliverer, to

a farm houfe, a few miles from

the city ; at this place, with good
- ' 1 * *-j

nurfing, he at length recovered,

and was perfonally known to

Mrmf. De Thou, to whom I am

obliged for a good part of this

fhortj but interefting narrative.

"O EFORM. " It is better/'
*

fays a modern writer,
ll that

reformation ihould be difficult,

or even unattainable, than that

laws fliould be uncertain, and the

enjoyment of life and property

precarious."

Being afkcd, if reform was

never to be rifked ? he almolt

confeffed as much, for a reafon,

peribnal, and not at all applicable

to the fubject,
" becaufe the

promoters of it, will, in every

inftance, be facrificed, as the

bulk of mankind always think

enough has not been done."

Another of his reafons for de-

lay is,
" that abufe mould be-

come decrepid, hoary, and in its

dotage, before you attack it; any

inftitution, law, or cuftom, ge-

nerally dcfpifed and ridiculed,

however colon" al, muft, in a given

time, tumble to the ground un-

fupported ; its removal then will

not endanger public tranquil-

lity.
" I confiiler every evil as tri-

fling,
when compared to routing

the vengeance^ and exciting the

ener-
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energies of that omnipotent fo-

vereign, the people ;
in a word,

I prefer the leprofy, the itch,

and a thoufand little nafty teaz-

ing clifeafes, which fret a inan

difmally, I confefs, to the plague,
to peftilence, and famine. I

would rather pay a government
of my own countrymen, ten, or

even twenty per cent, of all I

pofTefs, than be ftripped by a

Gallic pro-conful."
The acts de Heretico combur-

endoy concerning witchcraft, and

many others, \VQveforgotten long
before they were repealed ;

and

in a thoufand inftances of mal-

vcrfation, oppreffion and abfur-

dity, the general opinion may be

eafily collected, and the griev-

ance removed, imthoitt convok-

ing a primary ajjembly.

REFORMER OF MESSI-
*** NA; a fingular character,

delineated by the induuYious

compilation, or created by the

lively imagination of a mrfcella-

neous writer, who Jlourl/hcd

thirty years (ince
;
he introduces

the flory, as an inftance of the

heroic lunacy of public fpirit,

produced by flagrant depravity,
and univerfal corruption.

This fevere corre6lor, is dc-

fcribed as an induftrious mecha-

nic, whofc daily occupation did

not prevent his noticing the

fcenes which pafled before him.

He faw, with indignation, a

general abfence of public virtue,

and private principle; honefty

opprefled, and vice rewarded;
the fword of juftice evaded by

corruption ; a univerfal dege-

neracy of manners, and a want

of power or inclination in go-

vernmentj to chaftife offenders.

Under the impulfe of fuch

convictions, and ilimulated by a

zeal, which individuals cannot

be too cautious how they in-

dulge ;
he boldly refolved to take

on himfelf the arduous talk of a

reformer.

Having previoufly determined

in his own mind, that the dif-

eafe was fpread too widely, and

too deeply rooted to admit of

palliative remedies, and confci-

ous that the verbal remonftrances

of a man in his obfcure rank,

would not only be ridiculed and

difregarded, but draw down de-

ftrucYion on his headj he refolved

to work on the fears of the wick-

ed, and thofe who were inatten-

tive to the voice ofconfcience,and

fearlefs of future punimment ;

to terrify by wjlant vifitation,

and fignal deftruction, from a

quarter unknown, unfeen, and

which it would be out of their

power "to guard againft or avoid.

Providing himfelf with a mort

gun, which he loaded and con-

cealed under his cloak, he falli-

ed forth in dark evenings, and,

G 2 as
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as fafe opportunities offered, dif-

patched incorrigible offenders, of

various ranks> whofe notorious

enormities had long condemned
them in the public opinion.

In different parts of Meffina,
and in the courie ofa few months,

many individuals were found

fhot, but their property untouch-

ed; ufurers who had ruined

thousands by extortion ; unjuft,

oppreflive magiftrates, who con-

verted the la\Vs of their coun-

try into inftruments for grati-

fying avarice or revenge; bad

minifters, who had involved

their countrymen in unneceflary
war

; pretended patriots, who in-

difcriminately oppofed and cen-

fured every meafure of govern-

ment, for the corrupt purpofe of

forwarding the intereft of them-

felves and partizans, and ulti-

mately fuccceding to the places

of thofe they abufed ; adulterers

and debauchees ; hufbands who
blufhed not to live on the price

of nuptial proftitution j and

wives who confidered beauty as

a fair refource for repairing the

fortunes they had diflipated at

the gaming table.

The general aftonifliment was

confiderable, no confummate

villain of confequence, dared to

walk the flreets
;

it was in vain

that guards and fpies were em-

ployed to difcover the murderer;

his fyflematic caution eluded all

the arts of the police; perhaps

the great mafs of people were

not wholly difpleafed at the ju-
dicial and exemplary difpatch he

made.

After more than fifty of the

worfl men of the city
had been

put to dcathj without a fingle

circumftance arifing, which

could enable any one to guefs by
whom they were aflaffinated ;

the viceroy, thinking it neceflary
to exert himfelf in every poffible

way to difcover the author, pub-
liflied a proclamation, in which,

after enlarging on the general ter-

ror, and the melancholy cataf-

trophes which had taken place,

he offered a reward of ten thou-

fand crowns, to any man who

fhould apprehend, or be inftru-

mental in apprehending the of-

fender or offenders; the fame

fum, and a free pardon were alfo

offered to the perfon who adtual-

ly committed the murders in

queftion, if he would confefs

them, and the motives by which

he was actuated.

To render his fincerityunqucf-

tionable, the viceroy went pub-

licly, in proccfiion, and with

great pomp and iplendor, to the

cathedral ;
received the facra-

ment, and folemnly repeated his

promife at the altar", that he

would ftriclly, and without men-
tal refervation, perform his vow

in every particular,

The
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The aflTaflin having fatisfied

his zeal for juftice, and being

willing to fccure fafety, as well

as that independence, which he

thought he deferred, immediate-

ly repaired to the palace; de-

manded an audience, and after

ffrong affufances from the prince,

that he would religioufly obferve

his oath, confeffed himfelf the

murderer of the perfons, who, at

different times, had been found

in the ftreets.

The viceroy paufed, and fup-

prefling, as far as he was able,

the ftrong emotions of horror

and furprizfc, which ftruggled in

his breaft, proceeded to argue
with the reformer, on iheunjufti-

fiable cruelty and irregularity of

his proceeding, in thus pulling
to death fo many perfons, with-

out judicial procefs.

The mechanic defended his

conduct on the plea of juftice,

and the interefts of morality and

virtue
; infifted, that the charac-

ters of thofe he had dcftroyed,
were too notorious to require any

legal, trial, and concluded, with

feverely reprimanding the chief

magiftrate, for fuffering fo many
bad men to live.

The royal, reprefentalive,what-

ever might be his inclination, re-

ligioufly kept his word, paid the

tlipulated fum, and, as it was

judged, that Meffina might not,

in every refpect, be a proper re-

fidence for the mechanic, after

what had happened, he embark-

ed, with his family and effects

in a merchant (hip, bound to

Genoa, and paflcd the remainder

of his life, in the territory of that

republic.

However dangerous and un-

warrantable it may be to encou-

rage fuch a fpecies of active zeal,

his fellow citizens confefled, that

for many years they felt the ad-

vantage of his fevere, but im-

partial juftice.

It is well for the governors of

the world, and for the peace of

mankind, that this Minos of

Meffina is not more frequently
imitated

; for, if every man were

to confider himfelf as authorized

to wield the fword of juftice, it

would be a productive fource of

blood fhed, anarchy and diftrefs.

Few of us are qualified for the

office he undertook ;
he poflelT-

ed, it is true, feveral effential and

indifpenfible requifites for a

reformer; integrity, difinterefl-

ednefs, and perfonal intrepidity ;

but he was deficient in omnifci-

ence, to render his decifions un-

erring ;
he was not able to dive,

like him, to whom all hearts are

open, into the deep feated motives

of human action.

It is not probable, that he had

entirely baniflied from his heart,

thofe
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thofe malignant and bafe paf-

fions, which are fometimes con-

cealed under the mafk of patriot-

jfm and public fpirit; paffions,

which with all our efforts, we

find it extremely difficult to (hake

off, whilft we continue in thefe

tenements of clay.

In an hour of fplenetic dcfpon-

dency, or unjuftifiable irritation,

I have fometimes wifhed that a

cceleftial, unerring, but invifible

fpirit, at different ages, and in

different parts of the world, had

been commiffioned by the Al-

mighty, to interfere more imme-

diately in punifhing, or rather,

checking and preventing atro-

cious offenders, and yet not to

apparently interrupt the free

agency of man.

Without being aware that my
reverie was incompatible with the

fyftem of a general Providence,

and without confidering its im-

piety, I have fometimes thus

given way to the impulfe of pre-

dominating imagination.
What reafonable man could

have repined, had Eve funk to

the ground, never to rife again,

as (he was conveying the fatal

flpple to her lips ? Who would

not have exulted, in reading that

Cain's arm had dropped palfied

to his fide, while he was railing

it, in order to murder his bro-

ther ? What mifchief would

have been prevented; ha^l blind -

nefs feized on David, while he

was calling adulterous looks at

the wife of Uriah ? How many
dangers, and how many difficul-

ties would the Egyptians have

efcaped, had Pharaoh been re-

moved from the book of life? >

The flagrant enormities of a long
lift of Roman Emperors, under

whofe vices, the world, deluged
with blood, groaned for fo many
ages, might have been put an

end to
j by a flight twill, or the

gentle preflure of a nervous fi-

bre.

The hand which figned the

revocation of ..he edict of Nantz,
and gave the fiat to the bloody
St. Bartholomew Tragedy, by
one of thefe invifible agents,

might have been rendered harm-

lefs and inert.

Thirteen colonies would ftill

have remained in the poffeffion

of Great Britain, had the man,
who fliut the door of the coun-

cil chamber in Dr. Franklin's

face, been previoufly thrown to

the ground by an aoopleclic fit,

Louis XVI. would flill have

Hit on the throne of France,

had his counfellor perilhed before

he advifed his fovereign, contra-

ry to his own inclinations, to

become the great and good all)/

of the Americans, and to fend his

troops beyond the Atlantic, to

learn lelfons of rebellion.
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EFRACTORY PRIEST,
and a Conftitutional one, a

dialogue between.
w?

Rrefra&ory Prieft. What
have you done

;
do you not

dread Divine indignation ?

Conftitutional Prieft. For

what ?

Ref. Pr. You have married,

and can you afk fuch a quef-
tion?

Con. Pr. Patriotifm and

morality induced me to fulfil the

firft command of God, and the

great law of nature ; I could not

reconcile myfelf to a practice,

generally adopted by thofe who
have no wives of their own, to

make ufe of thofe of my neigh-
bours.

Ref. Pr. You are a fchifma-

tic.

Con. Pr. That is impof-

fible, for I fide with the ma-

jority.

Ref. Pr. You are unworthy
of being a prieft ;

if each of us

were to do as you do, who would

pray for the faithful, who would

conjFefs, who would fay mafs ?

Con. Pr. There is not a

word of mafs in any part of the

Bible or Teftament
\ as to pray-

ing and confefling, mankind

muft perform thofe duties, as

they did in the primitive ages,

for themfelves.

Ref. Pr. Who would mar-

ry?

Con. Pr. -The magiftrate.

Ref. Pr. Who would bap-
tize?

Con. Pr. The firft Chriftian

that came in the way, as the

church empowers every Chrif-

tian to do.

Ref. Pr. According to your

account, people might do with-

out priefts ; you would reduce

religion to mere morality.

Con.Pr. To love and to ferve

our country ; to fear God, and

to keep his commandments
;

to

do to others as \\e would they
mould do unto us, is the whole

of the law and the gofpel.

Ref. Pr. You are an inno-

vator.

Con. Pr. By no means, my
opinion was the fame, when we
had cardinals and grand almo-

ners.

Ref, Pr. God will punim

you.
Con. Pr. He has the power,

but I think too highly of Him to

fear that He will.

Ref. Pr. Impious wretch !

what no more priefts ?

Con. Pr. I do not fay that

we will have no more priefts, I

only fay that we can do without

them.

Ref. Pr. This is precifely

what ought not to be faid
; you

are an atheift, and will repent of

what ou have done.
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JTJ
EGIMENT OF JEWS.

^^
It was thought ad vi fable

at a certain time, to raife a re-

giment of Jews in Lifbon ; many
oppo.fed the meafure, but the

majority of the coimcil were of

opinion, that thofe whp enjoyed

protection, mould am"ft in de-

fending the country.

After many difficulties, and

various obflacles, the regiment
was raifed and difciplined j but

on the day appointed for their

marching on actual fervice, an

exprefs, arrived from the com-

mander in chief, requiring of the

minifter (I believe Pombal, whofe

adminiftration, with a thoufand

faults, had many good points) a

regiment of dragoons, and a de-

tachment of artillery, to keep the

peace, as he found it impoffible

to prevent the Jews and the peo-

ple
from fighting.

The Ifraelites were difarmed

and difbanded, one of them be-

ing reproached, made the follow-

ing reply as he threvy down his

inuiket .

" Can yo.u b,e furprized at

what has happened ? After hav-

ing plundered, imprifoned, and

burnt fo many thoufand Jews,

was it not folly and madnefs to

expect effectual affiftance, or cor-

dial co-operation ?"

OELICKS OF ANTIQUITY.
It has been frequently ob-

ferved, that objects of this d^>

fcription, are, and have been,

more fafely and certainly prer

ferved, by the worthleflnefs of

the materials of which they
are compofed, than by the moft

fcrupulous precaution, and anxi-

ous care.

Some of the moft invaluable

works of the ancient matters^,

wrought, or caft in the precious

metals, and tempting the avarice

of an unenlightened pofleflbr, or.

the rapacity of a barbarian con-

queror, have been melted down,
and for ever loft to the collector

and antiquary.

Accident, in a few inftances,

has preferred thern^ for the

amufement and inftruction of

pofterity ; the following inftance-

is too remarkable to be omitted

in this place.

In the year fixteen hundred
and

fifty-fix,
a fifliernum d rag-

ing his net on the banks of the

Rhone, in the neighbourhood of

Avignon, was confiderably ob-

ftructed in his work, by fome

heavy body, which he feared

would injure the net.

Proceeding (lowly and cauti-

oufly, he at length drew it on

flipre untorn, and on examining
its contents, in the prefence of

feveral perfons collected on the

fpot, he found that it was a

round fubftance, in the (hape of

a large plate or did), thickly en-

crufted
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prufted with a coat of hardened

mud
',
underneath he obferved it

was a dark colored metal, which

induced him to confidcr it as

iron.

A filverfmith accidentally pre-

fent, encouraged the ignorant

fender in this miftake, and after a

few affected difficulties and de-

murs, purchafed it of the poor

man for a trifling fum.

The crafty knave immediately
carried it home, and after care-,

fully cleaning and polifhing his

purchafe, it proved, as he before

fufpected, to. be of pure filver,

perfectly round, more than two

feet in diameter, and weighing

upwards of twenty pounds.

Fearing that fo ma fly and

valuable a piece of plate, offered

for 1 ale at one time, and at one

place, might produce injurious

fufpicion, and troublcfome en-

quiry; he immediately, without

waiting to examine its beauties,o
divided his new found treafure

into four equal parts, each of

which he difpofed of, at different

and diftant places.

One of the pieces, which had

been fold at Lyons, falling into

the hands of Mr. Mey, a wealthy

merchant of that city, and a

well-educated man, he directly

fa\v its value, and after great

pains and expencc, procuring the

other three fragments, had them

m'cely rejoined, and this rare

unique was at laft placed in. .the

cabinet of the King of France ;

of its fate, during the tumults of

the French Revolution, I am not

informed.

The curiofity of my reader

will be naturally interefted to

know what it was the fitherman

had taken in his net.

This relic of antiquity, precU
ous in every point of view, and

no lefs remarkable for its work-

manihip, than for the occufion

on which it was made, and UK:

extraordinary place and manner

in which it was found, HAD
BEEN BURIED AT THE BOTTOM

OF THE RHONE MORE THAN

TWO THOUSAND -YEARS.

It was in fa& a votive (hield,

prefented to the heroic and ex-

cellent Scipio, as a monument

of gratitude and affection, bv theO
inhabitants of Carthago Nova,

.now the city of Carthagena, for

his generofity and (elf-denial, in

delivering one of his captives, a

moft beautiful virgin, to her ori-

ginal lover
;

a ftory familiar to

moftclaffical, and to many gene-
ral readers.

This tranfacYion, fo honorable

to the Roman general, who was

then in the prime vigour of man-

hood, is reprcfcnted on the fliield,

and an engraving from it, may
be feen in the curious and va-

luable work of Mr. Spon.
But Livy, with all his i'nter-

efting
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cfting fimplieity, (hall tell the

ftory, if I can venture to rely on

my memory ; not having his

work at hand: I well remember,

my worthy old fchoolmafter ufed

to fay, he would feverely flog
a boy, who, on any repetition

day, and however diftant the pe-
riod, could forget this ftory.

te Mandonii uxor ad pedes im-

peratoris procubuit, et ut curam
feminarum impenfius cufto-

cUbus commendaret, obteftatur.
" Nihil illis defuturum." Sci-

piodiccbat.
"
Ipfajam," inquit,

(l extra periculum injuriae muli-

ebris fum ; alia autem angit me

cura, harum aetatem ct formas

mtuentem."

Turn Scipio
t:
Apud Populum

Romanum nil ufquam fanctum

violatur; fed fi noftra cura, dig-
nitas et virtus veftra, maximis in

his malis, decoris matronalis non

obli{ce,protegi{Tent." Tueri vere-

cunde ac modeilc juflit.

Captiva virgo poftea a militi-

bus adducitur, adulta, et forma

eximia. Scipio percun&atus pa-
triam et parentes; defponfatam
effe adolefcenti cuidam, Allucio,

Celtiberorum principi.

Extemplo igitur pyreniibus

fponfoque vocatis, deperire cum

fponfe amore audiebat
; his vcr-

bis
j
iivenem alloquitur ;

"
Spon-

fa tua a militibus nollris capta,

yd me dcciucla eflj auclivi cam

tibi cordi effc, et forma quidcm
facit fidcm.
"

Ipfe enim, fi frui liceret lu-

do astatis, et fi Refpublica ani-

mum non occuparet, re6le et

legitime amaflem
; fed tuo amori

faveo.

ee
Sponfa tua verecunde, in-

violate iervata eft, et digna tibi

dari
;
hanc merccdem unum pro

eo munere pacifcor; Amicus
efto Populo Romano."

Adolefeens gaudio perfufus,

dextram Scipionis tenebat, deos

omnes invocans ; cognati virgi-

nis magnum auri pondus attulif-

fent ad redimendam. Scipio poni
ante pedes juflTet, vocatoque Al-

lucio,
" Hasc tibi a me dotalia

dona accipias." His verbis, au-

rum tolli et fibi habere
juffit.

His laetus donis domum rediit,

lauclcs Scipionis cdebrans
; ve-

niile juvenem diis fiinillimum,

omnia ant armis aut beneficiis

vincentem.

TRANSLATION.

tf The wife of the conquered

king, fallinp; at the general's

feet, earneftly entreated that the

i'cnr.le captives might be protcit-

ed from injury and infult.

Scipio affurcd her, that flie

mould have no reafon to com-

plain :
" For my own part,"

replied the queen,
"
my age and

infirmities almoil infure me

again ft
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againft difhonor, but when I

confider the age and complexion
of my fellow captives, (pointing

to a crowd of females) I feel con-

fiderable uneafinefs."

" Such crimes," replied Sci-

pio,
" are neither perpetrated nor

permitted by the Roman people;

but if it were not fo, the anxiety

you difcover, under your prefent

calamities, to preferve their cha-

ftity,
would be a lufiicient pro-

tection," he then gave the necef-

fary orders,

The foldiers foon after brought

him, what they confidered as a

rich prize, a virgin of diftinction,

young, and of fuch extraordina-

ry beauty, as to attract the notice

and admiration of all who beheld

her.

Scipio found that {he had been

betrothed, in happier days, to

Allucius, a young Spanim

prince, who was himielf a cap-

tive.

Without a moments delay, the

conqueror fent for her parents

and lover, and addrefled the lat-

ter in the following- words :

" The maid to whom thou

wer't (hortly to have been mar-

ried, has been taken prifoner:

from the foldiers who brought
her to me, I underftand that thy

affections are fixed upon her,

and indeed her beauty confirms

the report.

ff She is worthy of thy love;

nor would I hefitate, but for the

{tern laws of duty and honor, to

offer her my hand and heart.

"
I return her to thee, not

only inviolate, but untouched,

and almoft unfeen ;
for T fearce-

ly ventured to gaze on fuch per-

fection ; accept her as a gift

worthy receiving. The only con-

dition, the only return I afk, is,

that thou wilt be a friend to the

Roman people.
'

(Can we wonder that fuck
men conquered the world}

The young prince in a tranf-

port of delight, and fearcely able

to believe what he favv ant! heard,

preffed the hand of Scipio to his

heart, and called down ten thou-

fand bleffings on his head : the

parents of the happy bridegroom
had brought a large funi of mo-

ney, as the price of her redemp-

tion, which Scipio ordered to be

placed on the ground, and tel-

ling Allucius that he infilled on

his accepting it as a nuptial gift,

directed it to be carried to his

tent.

The happy pair returned home,

repeating the praifes
of Scipio

to every one, calling him a god-

like youth, as matchlefs in the

fuccefs of his arms, as he was

unrivalled in the beneficent uib

he made of his victories."

What fay you Citizen, Fir ft Con-

ful, or if you pleafe, NAPOLEON,

EMPEROR of the French
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lie, nay, hang not back, (hall

you be able to produce one fuch.

a& before the throne of God ?

"O EPENTANT CONQUER-
*

OR, a leflon for women,
and a warning to men.
The common mi {take t,hat ob-

taining the lad favor, without

marriage, is a fafe and infallible

mark of fincere afl'eclion, has

more than once been noticed

and refuted in this collection; the

following circumftance, which

I wijli was not true, helps to

confirm my former opinion.
A young man, of renown in

his way, had paid long and

marked attentions to a beautiful

young woman; at the fame time

perpetually, and unequivocally

declaring, in all companies and

on all occafions, that he never;

meant to marry.
If fuch examples did not

occur every day, it would fcarce-

ly be credible, that any pa-
rents in their fences, mould,
after fuch declarations, permit
a man to crofs their threfhold.

He followed
'

his illicit defigns
without moleftation

; they per-
mitted her to receive with fmiles

of complacency and fat.isfalion,

the vifits, the careflTes, and the

prefents of a rafcal, whom they

ought to have kicked down

fbirs, or to have thrown out of

window.

Part of a converfation he one

overheard, between her infatu^

ated father and mother, added

the ftimulus of refentment and
wounded pride to that of defire :

" Who knows, if Mr. *****

fhould grow fond of Jenny, but

he may in an unguarded moment,
make her an offer of marriage >

w_?

This was the rock on which they

fplit ;
the unguarded moment

alas was not his, and the family
was taken in that fnare which

they had laid for another.

"The feducer acted confidently,

he did not marry her, yet with

all his faults Mr. ***** was not

an unprincipled
*

debauchee ; be-

ing congratulated on his fuccefs,

in this affair, a few months after,

by a Bath correfpondent ; the.

following is copied from the letter

he wrote in anfwer.

'-.' Indeed, my dear friend, I

am far from being the happy
man you imagine ;

I heartily

wifh that Jenny had been more

refolute, or that I had been lefs

perfevering ;
in fpite of reafon,

honor, gratitude, and affection,

I cannot iupprefs my fufpicioiis

of the reality of her virtue
;

I

cannot help thinking that looks,

as paffionate, and vo\vsas ardent

from any other man, nilhfiinllar

ullraciions, might have won the

prize, and again may win it.

" It fcems ordained by Provi-

dence, as one of the many curfes

and
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and fcourges of unlawful love,

that it (hall ceafc to value the ob-

ject of its purfuit, when once

attained.

" You tell me that her friends

expect me to heal, by marriage,
the wound I have inflicted $ after

the declaration I have made a

thoiifand times in their prefence,

have they the folly to expect
it?

ff In a word, and for ever, fuch

a ftep is now inipoffible; every

apprehenfion, and every fufpicion
would in that cafe be increafed

ten fold
; I am unhappy as her

feducer, I fhould be miferablc

and diftracted as her hiriband,

yet you fay, I mujl marry or be

feparated from her
; that cannot,

mall not be ; never will I forfake

my dear, my fond bewitching

Jenny, who gave up all for me,

no; may everlafting ruin and in-

famy overtake me if I do.

Judgefrom f/iefc /iniggles if my
fitualion is defiruble."

ID ESURRECTION MEX.
An irreverend and inde-

corous appellation, given to an

odious and unpopular occupa-

tion, to ruffians, who, waking

only when others deep, and (talk-

ing through the midnight gloom,
invade the. laft retreat of the

wretched, and plunder the

church-yard of its lifelefs inha-

bitants, whilft the drunken,

watchman, and the well-paid

fexton, (lumber^ or will not

hear.

Such are the natural effufions

of outraged decency and wound-

ed fenfibility, which, if certain

accounts are to be credited, have

fometimes been (hocked by the

clay-cold corpfe of a wife, a

fitter, or a friend, torn from the

grave to which it had been lately

configned, and prefented, muti-

lated and disfigured to the recog-

nizing eye of fympathy and af-

fe&ion. ;

O'er fcenes like thefe I would

willingly throw a veil, but human

wants, and human policy, ftern-

ly demand the following queftion.

In the various difeafes and ac-

cidents to which we are all ex-

pofed, do we, or do we not, ex-

pect profeflional men prepared

by (ludy, and expert from prac-

tice, to afford us apt affiftance ?

To this queftion, I believe, moft

readers will give an immediate

anfwer. If then, we require as

-we have a right to do, ff we re-

quire fubftantial help, does it not

feem inconfiftcnt to place diffi-

culties in the way of thofe who
endeavour to qualify themfelves

for the talk ?

While our fleets and armies

are faid, in certain inftances, to

have fuffered more from their

furffeona
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lurgeons thsn from the enemy,

humanity and expedience loudly

proclaim, the necellkv of i'acili-

tai.iny; and diffufing, by all poili-

ble means,, medical and chirur-

gic improvement, a purpofe
which may fure.ly be accom-

pHOied, without indecent viola-

tion.

I am informed, from good au-

thority, that an a6l of parlia-

ment, devoting every malefaclor,

publicly executed, to difiection,

\vould furnifh fufficient oppor-
tunities for ufeful experiment,

and anatomical inveftigation, be-

fick-s adding an additional and

ufefui terror to the punifhment.
Should fuch an acl take place,

I fee no objection to increafe the

penalties of thofe nocturnal dif-

turbersof the dead; but till that

period is arrived, let not zeal

hurry us into injuftice, and in-

duce us to expert from- profeffi-

onal men, a fpecies of knowledge
not very eafily attained, while

\ve punifli the only method by
which it can at prcfent be pro-

cured. We might as rationally

blame abarrifter for faulteringon

a point of law at Weftminfter-

Hall. though we had ourfelves

prevented his reading the brief,

and otherwife preparing hiinielf

to defend our caufe.

With refpeft to the complaints

of a want of knowledge in our

navy and army furgcons, I fub-

mit to thofe. whofe province it

more particularly is, to deter-

mine and direct fuch matters,

how far it may be expedient in

government, to pay fome public

lecturer, already eftabli/hed, (for

God deliver us from new places

and penfions )
who would hi-

lt ruct, gratis, thofe who would

regifter their names and places of

abode, and bind them lei ves by
bond to ferve their country when

called on ; fecuring them at the

fame time, by the tie. of a {lender

annual allowance, as a retaining

fee. This would probably fecure

many a gallant foldier and failor,

tfenerouilv bleedine; in his coun-O s C3

try's cauie, from the wounds of

ramnefs, and the maims of mif-

guided ignorance.

ID ETIREMENT. Paft ex-

*&
perience, and prcfent ex-

ample, evidently prove, that

few men, however ardently they

may long for it,' that few men are

qualified for that fituatiori, of all

others the moft trvinar to human
- **j

virtue and refolution, the having

nothing to do; yet, to this (late,

the majority of mankind look

np with envy and expectation.

I never yet knew a man, after

a life fpcnt in bufmefs, who, on

retiring, did not feel wearifome-

nefs and regret, unlefs he retain-

ed a (hare in the intereft, a right

of fuperiutending inttrferencc,
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or had acquired a new tafte for

feme interefting purfuit iu lite-

rature, in art, or in fcicnce.

In the inftances which have

fallen under my ohfervation, agri-

culture, as affording conftant oc-

cupation, and alternately exciting-

hope and fear, without which,

the mind mujl die, however

healthy the body; agriculture has

rnoft effectually anf\vered the

purpofe.
Solitude is often ncccffary,

and fometimes agreeable j
but \

cannot help thinking that retire-

ment is confiderably improved by
now and then having ibmebod y

to tell, how pleafant and com-

fortable a thing it is.

"O EUCHLIN, JOHN, or as

^^ he was called by iome Cap-

nion, by others, la Fume, all of

which words, in Greek, German,
and French, mean fmoke ;

a na-

tive of the fuburbs of Spires.

This learned man lirft diftin-

guifhed himffclf by interceding

with the Emperor Maximilian,

who had been almoft perfuaded

by Pfeffercorn, an obfcure Jewifh

renescado, to bum all the booksO *

of the Rabbi.

In this well-timed and benevo-

lent interpofition, Reuchlin fuc-

ceeded, he was alfo editor of a

Hebrew Lexicon, author of a

Treatife de verbo Mirifico, and is

the Hero of the Epiflolse Obicu-

rorum Virorum of Ulric ITutton,

to which he is fuppofed by fome,

to have contributed ;
this I con-

fuler as a miftake, as he poffeffed

too much good fenfe and regard

to propriety, to join with others

in praifmg himfelf : he died in

fifteen hundred and twenty-one,

EYNOLDS, SIR JOSHUA,
'

prefident of the Royal Aca-

demy; a painter, as eminent for

the mafterly exercife of his pen-

cil, as the candour and benevo-

lence of his character.

Our worthy knight, who died

fince my firft edition, produced a

train of fervile imitators, who, if

they would have tried to attain

his excellencies, would not have

excited contempt: but in copying
fo induftrioufly his obvious errors,

they remind us of the abfurd

flatterers of Alexander the Great,

who, without one pretence to

that monarch's heroifm in battler

and moderation in victory, fe-

leeted an obliquity of his (hould-

ers, as the fervile object of their

imitation.

Thefe infects of the brufh,

theie murderers of oil and can-

vas, mould recollect, that no-

thing but the prefident's fuperio-

rity of genius could excule that

tarno-munia, which fo unhap-

pily pofleft him
; they lliould

bear in mind, that, in t/ieircom-

pofitions.,
an vmvvcikly it;ais oi.

paint
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paint cannot difguife Impotence
of invention, nor an ocean of

glaring varniih, make us forget

a total want of effect.

Long and loud are the com-

plaints, that the pictures of Sir

Jolliua, like other earthly blef-

fings, are tranfdory, and of fllort

duration. May I be permitted,
to fuggeft an opinion on the fub-

jeh The painter was unwil-

ing, that the unnatural made up

things, of the day, that unfoeial

pride, fenfelefs vacuity and

pert infignificance, that {harpers^

horfe-jockies, gamblers, and buf-

foons3 fliould be handed down to

pofterity by his pencil.

As an artift and a good-na-
tured man, he could not turn any

cit/lomer from his door. Blend-

ing therefore, on his pallet^ a due

proportion of politenefs to others,

with fome regard for his own

pofthumous fame; to mi/laken

creatures, who forget that obli-

vion and non-exiftence is their

only heaven, he affords the fhort-

lived fatisfaclion of materials like

themfelves, and their memories^

temporary, glittering, and perifh-

able ; to-day in the drawing-

room, to-morrow in the garret,

or the dungeon of the broker 5

but beauty breathing on the can-

Vas, and worth, which we vene-

rate or lament are, as they de-

ferve, configned to after times.

1 lave I il en, or do I dream that

I have fcen the hand of a Pri-

mate, who during the American,

war, ufed to beat, and loudly

beat, the ecclefw/lical drum ;
this

hand (1 fpeak of his grace's por-t

trait by Sir Joihua) is totally va-

nifhed from the canvas
; whether

the filcnt criticifm of the artift,

meant that the doctrines then

enforced, ought not to be enfor-

ced byfuck hands and infuck a

place, I cannot determine.

I remember an old but grace-
lefs (inner, formerly ajcholar of
the preacher, turning round in

his ufual way, and fwearing in

his ufual way, "By - this is no

fcrmon, it is a political pamphlet."
The fpccchcs of Sir Jofhud

Reynolds to the Royal Academi-

cians, arc ingenious, and like the

notes he lent Mr. Mafon, for

his Tranflation of Dufrefnoy^

practically ufeful.

The ftrugglcs of our worthy

president when among pretend-
ers to tafte and virtu, be-

tween his judgment and his po-

litenefs, has been admirably hit

off by Goldfmith, in his poem
of Retaliation.

When they judg'd without tafte,

he was ftiH hard of hearing,

But when they talk'd of their

Raphael's, Corregio and fluff,

He pull'd down his trumpet, and

took out his muff.

Every friend of the fine arta

laments
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laments the lofs of a man$ who,
without fplendid talents, would

have conciliated the love and

efteein of mankind by inter-

efting candor, innocent hila-

rity, and attic hofpitality ; a

man of whom Dr. Johnfon,
who feldom miffed a fault in

any character, once obferved,
" He is invulnerable; if I were

to quarrel with him, Reynolds
is a man of all others T mould

find it moft difficult to abufe."

Speaking of the i'ale of his

pictures, a wag obferved,
" that

the avidity of the public to buy,
could only be equalled by that of

his heirs to fell them."

It would be curious and in-

flructive to know and to relate

the hiftory of an apartment, and

its contents, allotted by Sir Jo-

fhua, to pictures, which had never

been paid or fent for ; I under-

ftaud they were numerous.

Such a narrative would af-

ford a leflbn for human vanity,

which, in the thoughtlefs deli-

rium of diffipation, exhaufts it-

felf in the expenfive whims of

fuperfluity and diffipation, for-

getting that the folitary comfort-

lefs hour of penury, faft ap-

proaches.
Had I been admitted, into what

I once called,t.hisParadife ofFools,

Iny eye would inttantly have been

fixed on the portraits of a family,

who once blazed in the meridian

. VOL, in.

of fafhionable fplendor afamily,
the refidence of which, it would

be now difficult to determine 5

fhifting probably on expedients,
and exifting in fordid obfcurity,
in the worft room, of the worft

ftreet, of fome mabby town, in

a cheap province on the Conti-

nent.

ID EVOLUTION IN^ FRANCE, an event at-

tended with calamities, from

which nature and revolting hu-

manity turn their weeping eyes j

yet, with all its incidental evils,

and all its terrible effects, de-

ductions may be drawn from it

of the higheft importance to the

intereft and happinefs of man-
kind.

Every well-meant effort to re-

form abufe is laudable, but we

ought to recollect, that the hu-

man mind, like the bodyj is in-

capable of undergoing fudderi

and violent changes without in-

jury ; that the fpirit, under-

ilanding, and moral feelings of a

people mud be raifed, amended,
and purified before political im-

provement, can be introduced

with fafety, or practifed with

fuccefs ?

To break long confirmed ha-

bits, and to attack prejudices,

which, however philosophically

wrong, are often practically

right j
to mend the various and

H infi-
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infinitely diverfified wheels of

fociety, requires ftich a union

of gentlcnefs and wifdo'm,

^nehglh and dexterity, as falls to

the lot of few.
- The great and complicated me-
-'ehanifni of a modern mixed,

commercial, wealthy gvern-
ment, arrived at the. hi^hcft pitch

of luxury and intellectual refine-

ment, requires fa
1

.- abler hands to

fuperintend and conduct it, than

the fim pie unattenuated defpo-
tifmof the old monarchies.

It cannot be flopped without

mifchief, but mould be carefully

looked after
; impediments muft

be cautioufly removed, and all

be done with temper and mode-

ration.

In working THAT IMMENSE

MACHINE, THE PEOPLE, WC muft

beware, that we do not produce

evils, greater than thofe we re-

move ;
that we do not crujh when

we meant only to correct ; or in

vindicating the caufe of opprefled

liberty, .we fhall pave the way
for ferocious democracy, and ul-

timately introduce, as is now
the cafe in France, a more de-

grading flavery.

From the Gallic revolution,

kings, princes, and people, may
learn many ufeful leflbns ; that

governments were firft instituted

for the welfare of the people, and

not for the mere purpoles of re-

venue j .that every country

which does not proportion its ex*-

penditure to its income, is fo\v-

ing the feeds of revolution.

That portion of mankind, dig<-

nified by title and deicent, or en-

riched by fortune, will alfo fee

the neceffity of meriting refpect

and attachment, by a more dili-

gent attention to the duties of

their ftation, by intellectual im-

provement, cos reft conduct, pri-

vate rectitude, and public deco-

rum; or, at fome adverfe mo-

ment, driven from the filken pavi-

lions of pleafure, they may be

.compelled to exclaim with the mi-

ferable exiles of Coblentz : Our

women and our fuppers have un-

done us.

Pad experience, and prefent

example, confirm a melancholy

truth, that imperfection, like gra-

vity, is a law of nature; that

abufe has wound itfelf into the

heart of, and imperceptibly mar-

red the nobleft inftitutions ; that

in making off Egyptian bond-

age, we only exchange the clay,

the ftraw, and the taflcmafter of

fome unrelenting Pharaoh, for

the perils of the deep, the idola-

trous delufions of popular infatu-

ation, the famine and wilds of

the defert.

It is alfo to be doubted after

fuch long, fuch bloody revolu-

tionary marches, fo much toil

and fo much trouble, whether the

feekers after truth, have at laft

reached
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reached that object of all our

wifhes, a politicaljyjlem alfolute-

ly perfeti, that land of Canaan,

flowing with milk and honey.
We mould, however, try to

avoid the oppofite extremes of

unconditional fubmiffion and de-

mocratic anarchy ; there is a ftate

of lawlefs liberty, and licentious

depravity, a war with decency,
clean linen and fmall cloaths,

to which I {hould prefer the con-

dition of a galley-flave, chained

to his oar.

There is on the other hand, a

degrading degree of tyranny and

oppreffion, paralysing every ac-

tive, virtuous principle, hateful

to God and deftructive to man ;

a wretched deprivation of all that

gives zed to life, from which it

would be the duty of every man
to rcfcue his country.

In reflecting on the French re-

volution, I will not, I have not

denied the various, the deplorable

calamities, with which it has

been accompanied, the errors

and crimes of its agents j yet I

am ftill of opinion, that in the

firft aflemblies there were many
able and many good men ; but that

the whole of their well-meant

efforts were counteracted and

overpowered, by fa lie patriots,

and Hill more by the torrent of

revolutionary enthufiafm, which

fwellingwith uncontruulable iin-

petuofity, overwhelmed and bore

down all that attempted to mode-
rate it ; friends and foes, liberty

and life.

I have not cloathed an unprin-

cipled female of athletic form

and loofe manners, in the colors

of the rainbow, in the ceftus of

virtue, love, and the graces : a

good-natured Silenus, a glutton
and a bon-vivant wholly occupied
in the ferifual gratifications of his

bed, his pullet and his bottle ; I

have not wrapped fuch an animal

in the dignified garb of philofo-

phy and wifdom.

I pay no regard to thofe declaim-

ers who defcribe Englishmen as a

diflatisfied race, whom no king can

govern and no God can pleafe ; a

few honeft efforts to economife

and retrench, whether the reins are

held by an Addington, a Pitt, a

Fox, or a Grenville adminiftra-

tion, would at as a fovereign

remedy for all our complaints 5

more particularly at .a moment
when we are engaged in a ftruggle

which requires every aid that

union, men, money, and national

fpirit can afford.

In one of his revolutionary

fpeeches, Mirabeau called the

Englim government an ablolute

monarchy, burthened and expen-

fivcly incumbered, with a com-

plex republican machinery.
I cannot agree in opinion

witlr this ingenious but corrupt

Frenchman ; for I thank God

H 2 and
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and our forefathers, that the king
of England is, as he mould be,

reftrained by the omnipotence of

law ; that a.confiderable portion

ofour members of parliament are

reprefentatives actually chofen

by the people ; that partial pri-

vileges and unjuft exemptions,

are, gradually wearing out, and

counteracted by the good fenfe

of the times.

But what is more than all, the

conftitution of Great Britain,

CONTAINS WITHIN ITSELF PRO-

PER AND SAFE REMEDIES FOR

ITS OWN IMPERFECTIONS.

In reply to the advocates for

moderate reform, it has been faid,

that a licentious and feditious

fpirit, fomented by French emif-

faries, had gone forth, and ren-

dered that which at any other

period would have been highly

ufeful and defirable, not only

inexpedient but dangerous at the

prefent moment, when it be-

comes the duty of all good men

to ilrengthen the hands of

government, againft principles

which threaten to loofe the bands

of fociety, and break down the

falutary barriers of law, religion,

and property.

]D> ICHARDSON, Mr. an in-
Jl_ VL. 1

genious printer, and a wor-

thy charitable man, the author

of Pamela, Granclifon, and Cla-

rifla, whom I have been accufed

of treating hardily, in Smollett's

article, by the doating admirers

of thofe excellent novels.

I have not, I confefs, changed

my opinion ; and it appears evi-

dent, that when writing in his

clofet, he did not forget the com-

pofitor over his head, but in-

dulged prolixity beyond all bounds

of patience and propriety.

As the outcry raifed againft

me, has been brought forward by
a female advocate for Richard fon,

I cannot do better, than produce
an inftance of a fair critic^ of

confiderable repute, who, agrees
with me in opinion.
"

Richardfon," fays the writer

I quote, a lively French woman,
" Richardfon is prolix to a dread-

ful degree. Clarifla, the all-per-

fel Clarifla, has a brother and

fifter, who referable her in no-

thing ; their characters are a

union of roughnefs and folly,

fpite, obftinacy, and imperti-
nence

;
her father unnaturally

cruel
;

his wife perfect in the

dotrines of obedience to her

hu(band, but defpotic ro every
one elfe, though both governed

by their fon. Two uncles, and

an aunt, the counterpart of their

mother; a pert waiting maid,
and a villainous canting hypo-

crite, form the domeftic groupe.
" Lovelace is a (hocking liber-

tine, with, at firft, a few rays of

goodnefs, but thefe totally dif-

cordant
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cordant with the latter part of

his conduct. His obliging Mil's

Harlowe, to whom he is intro-

duced, by an improbable miftake,

to refufe the offer of his hand, is

managed with much addrefs, as

is alfo the art with which the

rake turns the abufe and ill ufage
of the family, to advantage, in

forwarding his intercourfe with

Clarifla. Of all thefe events,

Mifs Howe, the fprightly friend

and correfpondent, is informed.
" This lady, with the difpofi-

tion of a vixen, and a termagant,
exhibits virtue in its moft unin-

viting form.
tf Yet her humorous failies on

the folly of the Harlowes, are

happy, and her fpirit of refift-

ance is well contrafted, with the

meek pliability of her friend.

" After a long feries of letters,

which tire our patience, Lovelace

makes ufe of the violence of the

Harlowes, and the wretched

Soames, to entice Clarifla into

the fnare of an elopement.
" Here the author apparently

forgets himfelf
; he makes Mrs.

Harlowe, whom he has defcribed

as a good mother, as well as a

good woman, guilty of the bar-

barity of preffing a much loved

daughter to a marriage with a

man (he loathes and detefts.

Can any praife be due to fuch a

parent ? Isjhe to be guilty of an

odious crime, to pleafe an auftere

and tyrannical hufband ? Ought
not Mr. Richardfon to have

made Mrs. Harlowe ftand forth,

as every leufible woman, as every

good mother would, and ought
to have done, on fuch an oeca-

fion, to prevont violation and co-

ercion ?

"Such, I aver, would have

been the language of nature and

reafon, from which no good writer

fhould depart. Perhaps the au-

thor wilhed to (hew the danger
of a temper too yielding and fub-

miffive ; I believe he might have

fpared himfelf the trouble, thefe

are not commonly the faults of
women ; (remember it is a lady
who jpeaks.) Here and there

fome may be tound fubje& to

them, but I apprehend it is an

imperfection, which will not

fpread very far.

"After Clarifla had quitted

her father's houfe, it was the firft

defign of Lovelace to put her

virtue to the left ; but in the

overwhelming and well defcribed

tranfports, produced by gazing
on fo much beauty and merit,

and reflecting", that (he had put

herfelf into his power, the right

firing of his heart, in other in-

ftances, an abominable one, is

powerfully touched ;
and he

offers immediate marriage, which

fhe rejeels with difdain.

" For this Mifs Howe, like a

fenfible woman, feverely cenfures

her
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her and adds, emphatically, that

Ihe really has no choice left, but

to marry Lovelace ; that fhe will

be unfortunate indeed, if fhe is

not able to reform his manners,

but that (he has put herfelf un-

der the irrevocable neceffity of

becoming his wife,ybr that it is

letter to le unfortunate, than

di/fionored.
"
Here," continues the French

lady, a good cafuift as well as

critic,
" here is the great fault of

Richardfon's romance. A girl

who quits her father's houfe with

a lover, fhould certainly take the

firft opportunity of making him
her hufband ; we are account-

able to God for our virtue, and

to man for our reputation.
" If the manners of Lovelace

were depraved, there was the

more immediate neceffity for

fuch a proceeding, as a cenfori-

ous world would never allow,

ih&tjuch a man, had refpe&ed
the honor of any woman in his

power. The hope to reconcile

herfelf to her parents, was ridi r

culous ;
after the ftep fhe had

taken, they could only regard

her, as a daughter whofe honor

was loft.

" Should I ever fo far forget

myfelf, as to run away with a

footman, I would rather be ac-

cufcd of meannefs in marrying,
than of vice in continuing with

him, out of aftate of wedlock
$
he

(hould place me with creditable

people, who could anfwer for my
conduct, or make me inftantly

his wife. I find nothing which

is not preferable to the lofs of

reputation, except the crime

which occafions it. Now there

is no crime in a bafe alliance,

and ftill lefs in fuch a one as

Clariffa might have made. The

only anfwer fhe gives to thefe,

and many other fimilar argu-
ments of Mifs Howe, is, that he

is not preffing enough."
But a woman who has eloped,

muft not be too fqueamjfhly nice

as to etiquette, more particularly

in rendering juftice to herfelf, on

a point fo necefiary and eflen-

tial. I have heard of a lady,

who, on a matrimonial expedition

vowed vengeance againft her

lover, for venturing on an inno-

cent kifs as they pafled over

Berwick-bridge ; and, irritated

by his indecorous conduct, in

this particular alone, actually re-

turned unmarried to England.
Here the difappointedplatonic,

for I think he ittu.fi have been a

cold lover, who could have

waited for a kifs fo long j he

turned the tables again ft her
j

circulated a report, that he found

her fo forward and cloying on

the road, that he was forfeited,

and repented of his bargain \ and

the unfortunate woman, in fpite

of a good fkin, and twenly thou
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-fand pounds, lived repentant, and

died an old maid.
" There is an author," fays a

late writer, (peaking of Richard-

ion,
Sl of whom I find it difficult

to fay, whether he pleafes or of-

fends me mod, and often in the

moft touching and entertaining

paflages of his narrative.

" His great fault is a want of

tafte ;
this occafions him often

to difguft his reader by dwelling
on trivial

lilly
circa in ftances, and

often carries him into puerile

delicacy and refinement; his

men of the world are ftrange de-

bauchees, his women ridiculous

outres."

Yet with all his faults, Richard-

fon, is original in his way, inte-

rcfting, pure, pathetic, and often

fublime j the sart he was moft

deficient in, was that laft,thatne-

ceflary art, i,he art to blot.

T3> IGBY, RICHARD, aSuf-
** folk fox-hunter, a bon-vi-

vant of focial habits, and con-

vivial talents, and laftly, pay-
mafter general ; an appointment,
the emoluments of which, during;/ ^
the American war, amounted to

fifty thoufand pounds a year.

This was at an interval, when

Englifh princes, nobles, com-

manders, and fenators, were

wandering incognito, in mendi-

cant obfcurity, over the Conti-

nent j
and the honor, revenue,

and coirimerce of Great Britain

.were bleeding .at every pore ;

while ftirrounding nations, be-

held our ir;uati<'-n.with ftern haf-

tility, or felfi(l) indifference.

The early life ,41 ;d habits, of

Mr. Rigby, vyerc u; . favorable

to economy 3 fafhionable ma.n-

.ners, mortgages, money-lenders,

Sudbury dinners, .and White's

chocolate houfe, had made deep
inroads on his paternal eftate,

originally refpectable, and de-

rived from a mercantile founda-

tion in the city.

This was before he had per-

/ectly attained the age or the aft

of properly enjoying itj and he

might have lived to practice the

teazing expedients of an empty

purfe, had not the turf, which

helped to dir.iinifh, afforded him

an opportunity of redeeming his

fortune.

The grandfather of the prefent

Duke of Bedford, had given great

offence to the gentlemen in the

neighbourhood of Litchfield, by

an improper interference at their

rages, and as it was by no means

fafe or eafy, effectually to puni(h

a man, fortified by rank, privi-

lege and wealth, they^at laft de-

termined to beftow on this illuf-

trious offender, manual correc-

tion.

The duke, in fome matter re-

lating to the ftarting of the

horfes, and their weights, in

which
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which he had no kind of right to

interpofe, foon afforded the con-

federates an opportunity of ex-

ecuting their purpofe ; he was in

a moment feparated from his at-

tendants, furrounded by the

party, huftled, and unmercifully

horfe-whipped by an exafperated

country attorney, with keen re-

fentments, and a mufcular arm.

The lawyer perfevered in this

fevere difcipline, without being

interrupted by his grace's out-

cries and repeated declarations,
(f that he was the Duke of Bed-

ford/' an aflertion, which Mr.

Humphries, the aflailant, pofi-

tively denied, adding,
" that a

peer of the realm would never

have conducted himfelf in fo un-

handfome a manner :" the mat-

ter foon circulated over the

courfe, and reaching Rigby's ear,

he burft through the crowd,refcu-

ed the diftrefled peer, compleatly

threfhed his antagonift, and pro-

tected the duke off the ground.
A fervice fo efTential, at a cri-

tical juncture, and at the immi-

nent peril of his own perfon, na-

turally called forth in the Ruflel

family, every exertion of grati-

tude and friendfhip. Rigby be-

came fo diftinguifhed a favorite

at Bedford-houfe, that he ac-

quired the name of Blopmfbury

Dick, and was foon after chofen

member for Taviftock ; the

powerful patronage of the duke

did not forfake him, till he

was appointed to the moft lucra-

tive office in the gift of the

crown. During the viceroyfhip
of his grace in Ireland, he fhared

the duke's unpopularity as well

as his favors, and is faid on one

occafion, to have narrowly ef.

caped with his life, from public

indignation.

From the commencement of his

fortunate career, no revolution of

parties ever threw him back,

and his paffage through life, till

his laft illnefs, is faid to have

been interrupted by few of thofe

diftrefTes and inquietudes, which

in a greater or lefs proportion,

fall to the lot ofmod men
j

this

circumftance was flrongly cor-

roborated by a countenance de-

fcriptive of feftive conviviality,

and a heart at eafe, which he

ufed to declare, he 'could only at-

tribute to never having been mar-

ried.

Yet, an indifference to women,
I mean not to lay to his charge,

he indulged this paflion in a lati-

tude culpable, and fomewhat ex.

traordinary in a corpulent epi-

cure, a profefled amateur of the

luxuries of the table, in whom
the pungent irritations of love,

are fuppofed to be flieathed, and

rendered inert by maflcs of fat.

The writer of this article has

often been in company with two

of Mr. Rigby's acknowledged
natural
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natural children, and has remark-

ed, that three of the handfomeft

women he knew, were the wives

of men, provided for by the libe-

rality, or gratitude of the pay-
mafter of the forces.

It is hardly neceflary to ob-

ferve, that he continued a firm

and confident fupporter of go-

vernment during the American

war. Though by no means an

orator, or frequent parliamentary

fpeaker, he was generally heard

with attention, when lie thought
his communications either ufet'ul

or neceffary to the bufinefs
; and

by keeping to the queftion,
which long fpeech-makers are

fo apt to forget, as well as by
a correct acquaintance with the

Lex et Confuetudo Parliament 5,

great deference was paid to his

opinion on points of order.

When a debate became per-
fonal and acrimonious, it was his

peculiar province, to cool party

violence, and he pofiefled the art

of re-calling ban i (lied good hu-

mour, by fome ironical fally or

humorous turn. With thefe "in-

nocent weapons, I have feen him

moderate or fubdue the impetu-

ous, overwhelming torrent of

Mr. Fox's inveftivc; the noify,

unconvincing vehemence of Lord

Mulgrave; the declamatory viru-

lence, ftrong paffions, and un-

founded aflertions of Mr. Burke;

{he keen perfonal acrimony of the

Luttrells ;
and the well defended,

verfatility of Mr. Dundas.

In the zenith, and high tide

of preferment, Mr. Rigby was

not always able to leprefs the

infolence of profperity, toe*

often the perverfe and unge-
nerous companion of wealth:

his pecuniary accumulation?,

whatever difgrace they conferred

on government for permitting it,

could not poffibly be mentioned

to his reproach, as they were at

that time, and had long been

confidered, the fair and cufloma-

ry pcrqiufites of his office; he

was often generous, and always

hofpitable.

In a converfation on the fub-

je& of a motion made by a noble

lord, for accommodating the

commons in the houfe of peers,

the fubjeft of this article laid

himfelf open to a fevere retort.

<( It has for a long time," he

obferved,
(f

it has for a longtime
been matter of furprize, that

their lordfhips pay fo little re-

fpecl: to the houfe of commons ;

there is not fo much as a feat to

feparate us from otherJlrangers ;

I myfelf, when a noble ear!

(Lord Chatham) made his lafl

fpeech, was behind the bar,

crowded and prefled on by pick-

pockets."
He forgot there was in thatO

crowd, men elevated by talents,

rank, and hereditary fortune, far

above



106 RIGBY.

above a little country 'fquire, the

elevated minion of lucky ac-

cident, who owed every thing he

hoped for or enjoyed, to ftrength
of body, and by no means to

tranfcendent ability, or attain-

ment.

" I did not know," replied a

gentleman, oiTcmled at his re-

mark,
< that I was hemmed in

by pickpockets, below the bar

of the houfe of lords, till the ho-

norable gentleman afcertained

the facl ; but I now perfectly

recollect, that ^ was very much
crowded and joftled by the Pay-
mafter General of the Forces.

"

The latter felt the juftice, as well

as feverity of the cenfure, and

gave a proof of his good fenfe,

by immediately afldng pardon,

{hook hands with the wit, and

confeiTed the unguarded im-

propriety of what he had faicl.

The man, who from a fcanty

income, and the coarfe meal pro-

cured by daily labor, ihall con-

template with a iigh, the brilliant

revolutions of fortune and prince.

}y income of Mr. Rigby, may
perhaps ceafe to repine at the

distribution of the good things of

this life, which a Hate of future
.

retribution, alone can fairly ba-

lance. Yet the paymafter often

confefled, that the early part was

by far the pleafanteft of his life,

when, from the fatigues of the

chafe, and the pleafures of a jo-

vial crew at table, he retired

with glee to his bed, and after a

wcll-flept night, could not al-

ways exaclly/ay where he mould
dine the next day.
" I was then far happier," he

obferved to a friend at Bath,
" than feafting at Whitehall, or

caroufing at Miftley: I had not, it

is true, a thoufand acquaintance,
who praifed my dinners, drank

my wine, and abufed me behind

my back ; but I pofleffed a few

really difintcrefted friends, whom
I fear wealth and elevation have

deprived me of, and what, alas,

have they given me in exchange:
a mind foured by fuppreffed fuf-

picion and ill-difguifed mifan-

thropy, the hateful eflfeft of too

intimate a knowledge of man-
kind ; appetites jaded by fatiety,

and a debilitated body finking

into the grave, from a complica-
tion of dileafes, produced by lux-

urious living."

The heir, who may pant after

fuch accumulations, and who

may anticipate in fancy, the rap-

turous methods of enjoying, or of

diffipating fuch a fortune, may
alfo learn to chaitilc the indecent

ardor of impatient hope, when he

is told, that the inheritor of the

MiMley eltates and property, had

fcarcely fettled the exhaufting and

complicated accounts of his un-

cle, before he was reduced, by a

(hocking accident, to a fituation

which
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which rendered death rather to

be hoped for than feared, and

reduced a young man of vigour-
ous habits, ilrong health, and

fine fpirits, to langour and imbe-

cility for years, and probably to

the uncomfortable itate of a va-

letudinarian, for the remainder

of his life.

TO> OADS, good ones, a luxury
;Tf^ unknown to our anceftors.

To feel properly the pleafure
and comfort of a modern turn-

pike, we ought to have travelled

with our grandfathers, when a

journey to London, was the labo-

rious effort of three weeks or a

month, and the traveller took a

formal leave of his country

friends, fettled his books, and

made his will.

To the projectors and execu-

tors of the prefent fafe and fpeedy

communications, between diftant

parts of the kingdom, we are

(certainly indebted; but I fear that

in this, as in other inftances, an

improvement, through obftinacy

pr prepoflerous caprice, has been

converted into a grievance.
In great thoroughfares, high

poft-roads, and in neighbour-
hoods rendered wealthy by com-

mercial fuccefs, or the diffufion

of hereditary wealth, good roads

are a fair and juftifiable fpecies

of luxury ;
but in fcqueftered

4efolate fituations, reforted to

neither for pleafure nor buflnefs,

where a poft-chaife is not feen.

once a month, and a gentleman's

carriage fcarcely ever pafles, it is

not only abfurd, but feliifh an/d

oppreflive, for any individual

overburthened with leifure, bile,

or delicate feelings, to quarrel
with roads and crofs roads,

where his predeceffors and rela-

tions, have therafelves driven

their teams, and to harrals his

country neighbours with fur

veyors and indictments, at a

heavy expence of time, labor,

and money.
To wade in mud to the

horfe's middle, and to riik our

necks in ruts which bury the

wheels, is neither wiftied for nor

meant ; but ci re uinduce and

fituation ought to be attended

to, and as the occupiers of ellates

for the moft part pay every tax,

and every out going, if gentlemen
of large fortune will have their

lanes and by-ways converted

into garden gravel walks, it Ihould

not be at the expence of other

people.

I need not remind my readers,

that in France, the execrable

corvecs, or as we would call

them, highway ftatutes, were a

fruitful fource of difcontent, and

with other grievances, weaned

the affections of a numerous clafs

from their fuperiors.

I know at the prefent moment,
two
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t\vo individuals, in diflant and

different parts of the kingdom,
in whofe chara&ers, as magi-
flrates and country gentlemen, I

Ihould be puzzled to find a fault,

but who, indulging the fafhion-

able, the ufeful fpirit of road-

mending, have purfued it with

fuch indifcreet zeal and vigor,

that though once extremely po-

pular, they are now generally de-

tefted.

One of them is afraid to leave

his manfion unattended, and the

i other is fled to the diffiparion of a

watering place, from the curfes

and execrations of his neigh-
bours.

Thefe gentlemen, were the

only perfons in the parifh who

kept a poft-chaife, and finding
that rough travelling was not

pleafant; at the trifling expence
of three or four hundred pounds,
out of ofher people's pockets, they
have procured fpacious and ex-

cellent roads, from which one of

them fled before they were com-

pleated, and the other neither

vifits nor enjoys them.

ID OBERSPIERRE, a republi-

can defpot, whom no emo-

tions of pity or remorfe, could

interrupt in the execution of his

plans, and who governed France

with more abfolute and inexora-

ble feverity, than the moft blood-

thirfty and inhuman of her mo-
narchs.

He feems to have meditated

the eftablimment of an ariftocra-

tic oligarchy, on the foundations

of a nominal republic, but was

arrefted in his career, by that fe-

rocious fpirit and eagle-eyed

fufpicion, which he, his aflbci-

ates, and predeceflors, had fo

induftrioufly and fuccefsfully

rouzed againft their opponents ;

each party purfuing and purfued
to death, as one wave over-

whelmeth another.

The conftitutionalifts, many
with the beft intentions, firft

founded the charge againft the

old monarchy with all its abufes;

thefe were demoliihed by the Brif-

fotines, who in their turn were

maffacred by theTerrorifts ;
thefe

at length fled before the trium-

phant Moderes, who, in the fpi-

rit of moderation, fent off fhip-

loads of their antagonifts to pe-
rifli in a noxious climate, and the

iflue of all, is a ftern, unqualified

defpotifm.
It is not eafy, nor would it be

right, to mention Roberfpierre

without delegation ; yet, it is

the opinion of many, that the

French republic would never

have been eftabliflied, but for

the efforts of this fanguinary en-

thufiaft.

On the other hand, it may be

obfervcd,
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obferved, that the Terror! fts were

eminently inftrumental in forc-

ing the French people to a pati-

ent acquiefcence in their prefent

degrading and ignominious fer-

vitude. Affli&ion has its degrees

of comparifon, the itch is prefer-

able to the plague, they would

rather fubmit to the tender mer-

cies of the moderate Bonaparte,

than rifk a return of the guillo-

tine.

" That foldiers fhould dread

their officers more than the ene-

my," was the maxim of one of

the moft able and victorious ge-
nerals recorded in hiftory ;

and

the holy guillotine, voted perma-

nent, and inceflantly at work in

the interior, adding the impulle
of terror to that of national en-

thufiafm, drove thoufands upon
thoufands to the frontiers, where

they acted with incredible and

irrefiftible momentum.
It is a curious fact, that a few

years before the revolution, Ro-

berfpierre published a book in

which he warmly inveiahed

againft the fanguinary feverity of

the penal code of his own coun-

try, as well as moft others in Eu-

rope ; in the firft afiembly of the

conftitutionalifts, he declared in

favor of abolifliing the punifh-
ment of death.

In anfwer to an opponent,who

reproached him only the day be-

fore his death, for his bloody

profcriptions and daily executions

he replied,
"

It is better for a few

thoufands to die,than that twenty
millions of men mould be Haves."

TH) OBINSON, ANASTA-
~V SIA, an opera finger in

the reign of Queen Anne, and

afterwards wife of Lord Peterbo-

rough, who is faid to have rode

more miles, and to have killed

more poft horfes, than any tra-

veller in Europe.
The military veteran, firft at-

tracted by the melody of her

tones, and the charms of her

perfon, conceived, as is the cafe

with too many of his profeflion,

that {he could 'not refift flattery,

prefents, and attentions, when

accompanied with a recommen-

dation, to females generally irre-

fiftible, the reputation of a con-

queror, which he had attained

by his rapid, but unavailing fuc-

cefs in Spain.

His illicit purpofes were how-

ever fufpected, and happily coun-

teracted by the prudent fore,

thought of the lady, and the af-

fectionate vigilance of her pa-

rents. But in this clandeftine

attempt, fo much goodnefs of

heart, and unaffected modefty

were difcovered, thai the peer

could not help perfuading him-

felf, that Mifs Robinlbn was

qualified to make him happy as a

wife.

He
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He well knew that fuch a ftep

(particularly at his age, for he

\vas thirty years older than Anaf-

tafia) would not fail raifing a

laugh at his expence; and though
he had faced death and danger
in their moft terrific forms, with-

out fear, he (huddered at the

idea of being ridiculous.

How many of us, in fituations

far more trying and momentous,
have yielded to the fame infatu-

ating dread; and for want of

a grain of firmnefs, which would

enable us to defy the infidipus

taunts of knaves, and the un-

meaning laugh of fools, how

many of us have (hipwrecked
our fortunes, and deftroyed our

peace.

But the magic impreffions of

beauty, youth, and innocence,

were not to be effaced from the

old man's heart, by prudence or

by pride ; after a long ftruggle,

he refolved to make fome iacri-

fices to both,bythe romantic, but

awkward expedient of a private

marriage, to which the lady and

her friends confented with re-

lu&ance.

Wedded, but ftill retaining her

maiden name, {he lived many
years with Lord Peterborough,
but naturally felt a degree of de-

gradation, though not of infamy,
in thus fubmitting to the folici-

tudes of matrimony, always ag-

gravated, and fomttimes cmbit-r

tered by an old hufband
; with-

out, at the lame time enjoying the

pre-eminence, and other little al-

lowable diftinclions of a countefs.

Perceiving, and feeling for her

fituation, the earl, with a gallan-

try which has been confidered as

chara6teriitic of his profeffion, de-

termined that nothing; fhould beD

wanting to compleat the happi-
nefs of the woman he loved.

An early opportunity was

taken, during the feafon at Bath,

for the iervant, previoufly in-

ftructed, to announce that Lady
Peterborough's carriage was wait-

ing, when, without further cere-

mony, fhe received the congra-
tulations of the company.

OCHEFOUCAULT,
F R A N C I S, DUKE OF,

a vigorous opponent of Cardi-

nal Richlieu, and author of the

celebrated Maxims and Reflec-

tions.

With a cynical, perhaps a

foured difpofition, he has given
us a picture of mankind, neither

favourable nor flattering to hu-

man vanity, which, retiring with

difguft and indignation, from

defcriptions of its own meannefs

and obliquities, reads with ecfta-

cy and approbation, the foothing

and romantic reveries of more

dexterous cafuifts, who gratifying

our pride, too often at the ex-

pence of truth, draw men as they

ought
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ought to be, rather than as they

really are.

A long, a ftudious, a daily pe-
rufal of the duke's maxims, cer-

tainly is not calculated to elevate

our notions of man j perhaps a

blind implicit adoption of his

principle, is not likely to render

us happier in. ourfelves, or more
fatisfred with others; efpecially,
if we read

fuperficially, and car-

ry his doctrines far enough only
to embitter, but flop fliort when
a further progrefs, and a more

profound inveftigation, might
harmonize an apparently hateful

fyftem, and render it a firm, im-

moveable pillar of morality and

revelation.

On this ground, I cannot but

think, the torrent of prejudice
and inve&ive, which has been fo

copioufly poured forth againfl
this writer, as exaggerated, and

tending rather to raife alarm,
than to amend or improve.

The antagonifts of the duke,

appear to have been irritated by
felfifh refentment againft his of-

ficious intermeddling, and fifting

the deep-feated remote motives of

human conduct ; their anger ap-

pears to have been excited by his

bufily prying behind thofe mazy
fcenes, and intricate recefles of

the human drama, which they

conceived, none but thcmfclves,

were authorized to vifit, and give
accounts of.

Self-love, fays Rochefoucault,
is the great main-fpring, the

powerful and universal ftimulus

to human action of every kind,
and in every cafe ; if there be an
individual who denies this pofi-

tion, who can fupport his reafon-

ing with one tolerable argument,
and will confefs, that his own
life and conduct are directed in

every inftance, contrary to the

pofition of our ingenious French-
man j I (hould wifh to take a

view of fuch an heterogeneous

non-defcript animal, whofe ftoi-

cal benevolence is produced by

apathy, who purfues means with-

out motives, and is in conftant

action, without keeping fight of,

or hoping to attain any ultimate

end.

Another argument inclines me
toRochefoucault's opinion, how-
ever it may feem to tell againft

him, it is, THAT MAN, WHO TO
THE UTMOST OF HIS POWER,
AUGMENTS THE GREAT MASS OP
PUBLIC OR INDIVIDUAL HAPPI-

NESS, WILL, UNDER EVERY IN

STITUTION, AND IN SPITE OP
ALL OPPOSITION, BE THE HAP-

PIEST OF ALL MEN HIMSELF.

This decifive fentiment, this

touch ftone of morals, religion,

and humanity, at London, Ge-

neva, Hindollan, Paris, or Rome,
this
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this fine qua non of all that can

be faid on the fubject ;
in my

opinion clears the ground of all

bewildering perplexities.

By the application of this great

principle, which is, or ought to

be, the foundation of all the.

nurfe, or all the prieft can teach;

the benevolence and charity of a

good man, is in fat rational and

laudable felfiflmef? ; a life of pi-

ety and virtue, the fhorteft and

mod direct road to genuine felf-

intereft; and the fubjecl of this

article, contrary to what he has

been generally confidered, a

friend of mankind, a fage phi-

lanthropift, and a practical Chrif-

tian.

The duke, who had difplayed

confiderable perfonal courage at

the battle of St. Antoine, who in

underftandirig and rank, was fu-

perior to moft men, could never

fummon refolution to fpeak five

minutes in public, without con-

fufion of countenance., as well as

of argument.
Much has been faid of his

lines on the Dutchefs of Longue-

ville, in which I am at a lofs to

find greatnefs
of fentiment, or

beauty in expreffion : that he

would fet God and man at de-

fiance, to pleafe a woman of light

characler, who rendered her

beauty fubfervient to party pur-

pofes, affords no proof of the

purity of his patriotifm, or the

delicacy of his godclefs.

His Memoirs of Anne ofAu-

flria, though not equal to Tad"

tus, poffefs confiderable merit.

Dr. Swift may be numbered

with the few,who have been bold

enough, avowedly to defend

Rochefoucault :

As Rochefoucault his maxims

drew

From nature, I believe them

true;

They argue no corrupted mind

In him, the fault is in man-

kind.

But, if the ground on which I

have prefumed to defend the

duke, be tenable, I cannot agree

with the dean, who eagerly

catching at every thing in fup-

port of his peculiar fyftem of

mifanthropy, which hated the

fpecies, but loved individuals,

goes farther than the maxims,

which merely defcribe, while

he condemns as a fault, what I

cannot but confider as a rational

and fair motive to human exer-

tion.

A friend of the editor, imbib-

ed early in life, a violent diflike

to Rochefoucault, which extend-

ed to all who read or admired

his writings ;
this prejudice he

indulged fo far, that when intro-

duced
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duced to any perfon, he made it

an invariable rule, to introduce

the name of our writer, and if

the new acquaintance profefied to

approve him, the cautious citizen

either abruptly quitted the com-

pany, or gradually broke off all

intercourfe with fo dangerous a

character.

As it is more than probable
that this collection may fall un-

der the eye of a man, whofe

judgment I. once valued, and

whom I ftill love and efteem, I

wifli him to confider the abfur-

dity of his conduct.

By a deprivation mutually in-

jurious, the difinterefted few, who
deleft difguife, and confider hy-

pocrify as the moft degrading of

crimes, lofe his ibciety; whilft a

plaufible, but artful crew, aware

of his foible, circulate the necef-

iary previous hint, round their

own circles
; and wrapping their

felfiih purpofes in the fpecious

glofs of demure manners, and

faitimental philanthropy, gradu-

ally entangle this man of pru-

dence, found fenfe, and as he

himfelf thinks, of-timid precau-

tion, in the toils of wild enthu-

fiaitSj prating fophifts, and de-

igning knaves.

IDICULOUS WAR, a

term applied by a popular

political writer to our prefent

conteft with France.

VOL. III.

I appeal to the candor of this

gentleman, which I hope will

never be extinguifhed by politi-

cal animofity, I appeal to the

patriotifm and good fenfe of my
readers, whether thefe words are

applicable to our prefent ftruggle
with an implacable foe, who

fcruples not to threaten our ex-

iftence and independence ; who
denies that we are able to meet

him fingle handed; who, with

thofe fkilful artificers, Meffrs.

Otto and Talleyrand, deluded us

into a hollow peace, for the mere

purpofe of difarming us, and

then attacking us unprepar-
ed.

Is it, or can it be ridiculous to

repel an enemy, who, at the mo-
mentoffigning the treaty was (hut-

ting us out from every foreign
market ; bafely irritating every

ally againft us; and crowding
the polluted pages of the Moni-

teur, with language unbecoming
a ftatefman, a politician, or a

gentleman; an enemy, who never

hears the name of England men-

tioned, without emotions of

deadly hate, diftorted features,

and a quivering lip ;
fuch as he

exhibited, Jhame to manhood,
in his own palace, when he at-

tacked Lord Whitworth, with

the infolence of aDromore bul-

ly;
whHe the reprefentatives of

the fovereigns of Europe, whofe

fwords ought to haye ftarted

j from
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from their fcabbards, hung their

heads and bluflied.

Againft a foe of this defcrip-

tion, I am for eternal war, we
have the means from mechanical

power and geographical pofition

of levying contributions on Aim,

for carrying it on ; there is no fafe

method of proceeding with the

Gallic hyaena, but by extracting

his teeth, and amputating his

limbs.

TDOCHESTER, WILMOT*
Earl of, a man of genius,

a wit, and a debauchee.

But unfortunately chilling fub-

jets, which fe\v ought to perufe,

and on which the public could

not decently give their opinion,

he blafted his real merits ;
thus a

fertile imagination, ftrong judg-

mentj and fplendid powers, were

exhauftedj in, enlivening a circle
1

of buffoons, coxcombs, and

drunkards, and celebrating, as a

goddefs, fome drab or proftitute

of the night.

His exceffes in women and

wine hurried him to an untimely

end, after the doubtful and preca-

rious refource of a death-bed

repentance, when he acknow-

ledged, that in eagerly purfuing

the phantom of pleafure, he had,

for many years, loft the real fub-

ftance.

Much of his fatirical writing,

though produced in a ftate of in-

toxication, was juft and well-

timed, whether levelled at the

abandoned profligacy, the un-

conftitutional enormities, or the

wretched (late policy of his maf-

ter, Charles the fecond.

The real character of this king,
he well defcribes in a few lines,

as one,

Whofe word no man relies on,

Who feldom faid a foolifh thing,
And never did a wife one

The following animated in-

ve&ive againft the minifters of

that period, has alfo been thought
well applied :

Defend us, mighty Providence;

What would thefe madmen have,

Firft, they would bribe us with-

out pence,

Deceive us without common

fenfe^

And without pow'r, enflave ?

If a man of Rochefter's ftrengtli

of intellecljhad, to witty reproof,

added the energy of good exam-

ple> how ufeful a friend might
he have proved : but after his

death, the king purfued the fame

courfes which had deftroyed his

favourite and companion.
Charles the firft, with many

amiable qualities, fell a facrifice

to the exafperated temper of the

times ;
but his fon, without one

of his virtues, and a much greater

ftate delinquent, found the art,

by winning familiarity, to lull

the
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the murmurs of a people, (till

imarting from domeftic difcord.

Had the madnefs of the

Steuarts (for I can give it no

other name) poflefled a little

method with it, we might at this

time have been an enflaved peo-

ple $ and we are, in a great mea-

lure, indebted to the unaccom-

modating bigotry of James the

fecond, for the bleffings of the

glorious revolution.

The libidinous writings ofLord

Rochelter were a fource of much

pain and compunction to him,
in his laft hours ; he reflected ori

the injuries he had done man-

kind, perhaps to a thoufand gene-

rations, by compofitions, which,
however i'erioufly he might re-

pent of> he could not poffibly

recall; he had wafted his ftrength

in ftrenuous idlenefs, and I can-

not help applying to him fome

of his own lines :

Tell me, thou bafe difgracer of

thy name,
Falfe to thy honour, fatal to thy

fame ;

By what miftaken magic didft

thou prove,

So true to lewdnefs, yet fo falfe

to love ;

With what officious hafte didft

thou obey,
When vice, difeafe, and fcandal,

led the wav ?

Thus, fome rude roaring bully-

in the ftreets,

Will hector, cuff, and joftle all

he meets ;

But, if his king or country afk

his aid,

The rafcai fkulks away^ and is

afraid.

IT) OE, SAMUEL, a Bedford-

*y mire clergyman, and vicar

of Stotfield, in that county, a

zealous antagonift, and an inve-

terate enemy to every one who

differed from, the doctrines and

ceremonies of the church of En-

gland.
Mr. Roe appears to have beeri

that inconfiftent, but not un-

common character, an enthufiaft

againft enthufiafm, and without

any extraordinary capacity or

attainments,
'

might have lived

without notice, and have died

without remembrance; had he

not fignalifed himfelf by a pro-

pofal for preventing the farther

growth of Methodifm, a propofal

as full of genius as it was of hu*

nianity.

But this amiable and benevo-

lent man {hall be heard in his

own words: " I humbly pro-

pofe to the legiflative powers,
when it mail feem meet, to make

an example of Tabernacle Preach-

ers, by enacting a law to CUT

OUT THEIR TONGUES, 33 well

i$ as
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as, the tongues of all field teach-

ers, and others, who preach in

houfes, barns, or elfewhere, with-

out apoftolical ordination, or le-

gal authority."
" No Chriftian," fays an in-

genious writer, who poflefles the

happy art of conveying much
ufcful truth, as well as whole-

fome correction, in the guife of

humorous ironical farcafm,
" no

Ghriflian can objecl to fo mild,

fo meek, and fo effectual a me-
thod

ofjzleficing Scifmatics. Yet,
fuch is the imperfection of all

human devices, we forefee an

obftacle that may ultimately tend

to render this promifing fcheme.

abortive, through the difficulty

of carrying it into effect.

"The nation is fo over-run with

DifTenters of one denomination

or other, and their preachers are

fo numerous, that we mould de-

fpair of procuring' hands enough
to put the law in. execution. It

may even be queftioned, whether

one man could be met with in

the three kingdoms, or even

among the fcalpers of America,
who could be prevailed on to be

TONGUE -CUTTER, CXCCpt the

reverend. Vicar of Stntfield ; and

what could even he do alone,

however zealous and active in the

caufe ?

" Befides is he immortal ? Would
not the duration of his valuable

life .become very precarious, from

the nature of his office, and the

revengeful difpofition of man-
kind ? Would it not be vain to

look for a fucceffor to fuch an

appointment, whenever the place

mould be vacant, for where

could we hope to find another

Samuel Roe?"

Having been enabled, fince

my laft iinpreffion, to make en-

quiry and gain information con-

cerning Mr. Roe, the habits of

his life, and general deportment,
I have reafon to think, in this

inftance, as in many others, that

the zeal of the enthufiaft in

theory, was greater than his prac-
tical malignity; that the perfe-

cutor, who, in the phrenzy of

religious rage, perfuaded himfelf

that feverity towards infidels and

heretics was a wholefome and ac-

ceptable fervice, will often at

fome relenting moment of his

life, confole and pity the poor

Samaritan, whom he hath been

reviling.

He will confefs with a figh,

that reafon and argument are the

only proper weapons for fuppref-

fing mental error ; the proteftant,

who pretends to reftricl and fetter

the facred rights of confcience

and private judgment, infolently

afiumes the prerogative of God,
and imitates the papal fuperfti-

tion, in the bloodied and moft

abfurd of its ufurpations.

ROSE,
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ID OSE, ftanzaon one}fuppofed
to have been prefented to his

miftrefs by a partizan, during the

contefts of Lancafter and York.

If this fair rofe offend thy fight,

It in thy bofom wear,
Twill blufli to find itfelf lefs

white,

And turn Lancaftrian there.

Internal evidence is flrongly

againft the antiquity of this trifle;

the author of it had evidently
feen the lines of Waller, on a

lady walking in the fnow.

The envious flakes which drop-

p'd in hafte

Upon her breaft fo fair,

Grieving to find themfelves fur-

paft,

DifTolv'd into a tear.

ID OSS, ALEXANDER, a
* learned and copious writer

of the feventeenth century, whofe
name will probably be preferved

longer in the following lines of

Butler's Hudibras, than by his

own works.

There was an ancient fage phi-

lofopher,

Who had read Alexander Rofs

over."

If the
following lift of his

works be correcl, as I have reafon

to think it is, a perufal of them
was no very eafy tafk.

1 De rebus Judalcis.

2 An Expofition of the firft

fourteen Chapters of the

Book of Genefis.

3 Rafura Tonforis.

4 Mel Heliconium.

5 Myfagogus Poeticus.

6 Virgilius Evangelizans.

7 Chrifliados Poematis libri

xiii.

8 Chimaera Pythagorica.

9 The new Planet, no Planet.

10 Meditations on Predeftina-

tion.

1 1 Medicus Medicatus.

12 The Philofophical Touch-
ftorie.

13 The Piaure of the Con-

fcience.

14 Colloquia Plantina.

15 A Trariflation of the Chrif-

tian Divinity of Wolle-

bius.

16 Gnomologicum Poeticum.

17 Enchiridion Oratorum.

18 Ifagoge Grammaticum.

19 Arcana Microcofmi.

20 A Caveat for reading the Al-

coran.

21 A Refutation of Dr. Brown's

Vulgar Errors.

22 A Refutation of Lord Bacon,
Dr. Harvey, and others.

23 An Epitome of Sir Walter

Raleigh's Hiftory.
24 Obfervations on Sir Walter

Raleigh.

25 The



25 The fecond Part of the Hif-

tory of the World, being a

continuation of Sir Walter

Raleigh.
26 Leviathan drawn out with a

Hook.

27 A View of all Religions in

the World.
28 Exercifes on the remaining

Books of Genefis.

29 Meliflbmachia.

SO Religionis Apotheofis.
31 Paraphrafis Virgil iana.

32 Virgilius Triumphans.
33 Pfychomachia Virgiliana.

34 Epigrammata Romana.

The twenty-feventh article,

difplays confiderable learning

and information, and clearly af-

forded great, tut unacknowledged

help, to a writer who flouri/Jied

a few years fince on the fame

fubjecT:. It is written according
to the tirefome cuftom of that

age, in queftions and anfwecs.

As connected with the fub-

jecl, the bookfeller had pul)lifhed

in the fame volume,
<f The Re-

velation of certain notorious Ad-
vancers of Herefy, and an Ac-

count of their Lives and Ends,
with feventeen Heads." I ob-

ferve among them, Servetus, alfo

feveral of the Anabaptift leaders,

who took pofiTeflion of the city

of Munfter, and exercifed, dur-

ing their ufurpatiotij fo fingular

a union of cnthufiafm, defpotifm,

and fenfuality.

I know not if the artift, from

whofe drawings the figures were

engraved, poflefled favorable op-

portunities, or whether he was
fuccefsful in taking a likenefs,

but I think I never beheld more

favage and terrific countenan-

ces.

The fubjecl: of our prefent ar-

ticle, Alexander Rofs, was origi-r

nally a Scotch divine ; but tempt-
ed by patronage, quitted Scot-

land, was appointed chaplain to

King Charles the firft, and maf-

ter of the free-fchool at South-

ampton, which enjoys at the

prefent time, the benefit of one

of his teftamentary bequefts.

By his literary labors and his

fchool, he became wealthy,

and as old age advanced, retir-

ing from public life, pafled the

remainder of his days in the fami-

ly of the Henley's, of Hamp-
ihire, I believe the anceftors of

the chancellor of that name
;

to

whom, dying in fix teen hundred

and fifty-four, he bequeathed a

large library, and a confiderable

fum of money.
The fortunate legatee found a

good part of the cafh concealed

among his books, which the

cautious divine, probably thought
the fafeft place of depofit, in

thofc turbulent times ;
in this.
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*efpe&, his condu6t has been

imitated by a munificent contri-

butor to the Britifh Mufeum,
lately deceafed.

TBOUSSEAU, a man of geni-
us with all its headftrong

abfurdities; a mixture of milk and

vinegar, of honey and of gall j

every thing ly turns and nothing

At one mqment dujl, trifling,

fuperficial and impertinent ; then

profound, interefting and agree-
able "

} fometimes good, generous
and fublime, at others, con-

temptible, vain, fupercilious and

affected ; qualities fo contrafted,

and inconfiflencies fo, unac-

countable, have procured him the

name of THE INSPIRED MAD-
MAN OF GENEVA.
One of the great failures of

Roufleau, in a man who called

himfelf a philofopher, a very in-

confiftent one, was in the article

of toleration ; felf-torm.ented by
his own reftlefs unaccommo-

dating fpirit, and perfecuted by
the exafperated bigots of his day,
he was better able than moft

men to judge experimentally,
of that inquifitorial popifh fpirit,

which we naturally expect in a

pupil of Ignatius or Domiflickj

but are furprifed to find in an.

enlightened proteftant.

It is perhaps one of the many
vils of paffions inflamed by.

polemic zeal, that while we are

making off the difgraceful mana-

cles of fuperftition, we do not

fufficienUy guard ourfelves,

againft the comfortlefs, and

unrelenting bigotry of fcepti-

cifm.

The latitudinarian who thinks

feverity ufeful* in reclaiming an

erring brother, is infpired by
the fame fpirit which animated

our bloody Mary, and her ty-

rannic father, Henry the eighth ;

in a word, an intolerant free-

thinker, a republican defpot, a

Chriftian without charity or

humility, are (hocking and con-

tradiclory paradoxes, and dif-

graceful to every caufe they at-

tempt to fupport.

Againft the enemies of philo-

fophy, Roufleau decidedly re-

commends corporal punimment,
and the rigorous interference of

the magiftrate.
" Fanaticifm is

not a corrigible error, but a blind

and fenfelefs fury, which cannot

be kept within bounds by reafon;

the only way to hinder the fpread-

i.ng of it, is to reftrain its dif-

ciples.
"

It is in vain to remonflrate

with madmen ; there is but one

way to flop the progrefs of fana-

ticifm, and that is, to combat it

\vith il,s.
own weapons. ;

it is of

little avail to reafon with thofe

whom it is impoJfible to con-

vince j YOU MUST LAY ASIDE

FH1LO-
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PHILOSOPHY, SHUT YOUR BOOKS
AND PUNISH THE KNAVES."

This is the leading principle

and foundation of the French re-

volution, this is the fword of en-

chantment, the magic talifman,

which rouzirig the energies of

democracy, and aided by univer-

fal fuffrage, and liberty and

equality, demolimed ariftocracy,

and wrefting the fceptre from

a mild monarch, placed it in the

hands of a mod unrelenting

defpot.

Thus in every age is man to be

duped, and opprefled by others,

or to be infatuated, tormented,

and deftroyed by himfelf.

The following words originally

written for a prieft, would in the

prefent century be equally fuit-

able for a revolutionary fceptic :

Oh were I feated high as my am-

bition,

I'd place this naked foot on neck

ofmonarchs,
And make them bow to creeds

myfelf wou'd laugh at.

The fucceeding Hnes, although
written forty years ago, might
alfo be applied to an imperial

republic, apparently founded to

vindicate opprefled liberty, (hould

it ever aflume the worft features

of tyranny, fetter the prefs, and

violate the freedom and fe-

curity of perfons, property and

opinion :

E'en ftern philofophy, if once

triumphant,
Shall frame fomejargon and exact

obedience,

To metaphyfic nonfenfe worfe

than ours ;

'Tis NOT AT ROME BUT IN THE

HUMAN HEART

WE PLANT OUR STANDARDS.

" Aflemble around me brother

mortals," fays Jean Jaques,
" lament my mifery and bluih

at my imperfections, but at the

fame time, and with the fame

fincerity lay open your hearts,

and fay, if you dare, I was

better than Roufleau."

Yet with all his faults, few have

the power like him, to render

egotifm and vanity tolerable ;
he

appears to have been a creature

of paflion, frailty and caprice,

rather than deliberately vicious :

amiable and benevolent, but

wholly devoid of firmnefs and

flrength of mind to regulate

the impulfes of a lively imagi-

nation.
" He neglecled, as is too often

the cafe with literary men, many

opportunities of procuring inde-

pendence ;
half the pains and ap-

plication he took to indulge his

fits of fplenetic whim, which at

laft caufed him to be, in a man-

ner, hunted out of fociety, if di-

rected to proper objects, would

have rendered him wealthy, ufe-

ful, popular and refpectable.

RoufTeau
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RouflTeau has been defcribed

as <{ a man morefinned again/I
thanfinning," yet I doubt if this

fpecies of defence will bear the

left of examination
;

he who
means to live in the world and

ly the world, muft to a certain

degree, accommodate himfelf to

the fituation in which he is

placed ;
he muft give as well as

take
;
and to refufe paying the

tax of fubmiflion to public opi-

nion, in matters not criminal, I

have fometimes been tempted to

think a capital crime, as well as

a very grofs error.

I now begin to think, that

fingularity is vicious as well as

alfurd; becaufe, as I have elfe-

\vhere obferv^d, it flmts out from

foci al intercourse men wellquali-
fied for improving it.

TJUSSEL, TOM, fellow of
** New College, Oxford, and

author of a collection of fonnets,

publifhed fince his death.

Several of his juvenile compo-
fitions have been omitted by the

editor of thefe elegant trifles,

which would have done poor
.Ruflel no difcredit.

This friend fo fincere, this

companion fo gay, who brought
cares on him {'elf to drive ours

away, gave early proofs of intel-

lectual excellence, and poetic

tendency; a difpofition which

could not efcape the keen eye of

Dr. Warton, who was accufed

of converting Winchefter fchool

into a hot-houfe of rhymers.
His exercifes procured him much

applaufe, and when he went to

New College, he was confidered

as a youth of confiderable hope.
The advantage of forming ufe-

ful and fplendid connections, is

one of the arguments advanced

in favour of a public education ;

but the views are fo obvious, and

the ridiculous failures of intereft-

ed felfifhnefs, fo frequent, that a

man who is obferved infidioufly

to felecl: for his acquaintance,

the rich and great alone, is iu-

ftantly defcribed as a dead jfiot

at a yellow hammer; from the

circumftance of young noble-

men having a golden tuft on

their caps, with fome Othe'r or-

naments and immunities, at once

injurious to, and incompatible

with, good difcipline.

Can we be furprized if a young
ambitious mind, like that of

RufTel, was deluded from the

rugged paths of ftudy, by the faf.

cination of elegant fociety, and

the golden dream of a wealthy

patron ? If in fome inftances, he

courted too affiduoufly the com-

pany of particular circles, it

ought to be obferved, that one fo

able to communicate, as well as

receive, was always 'welcome,

and
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find that few men came into com-

pany better qualified to pleafe,

or to inftruct but

Great men ufe a wit, as a rake

does a whore,

When their end is obtain'd, they

fee him no more.

and Ruflel, with all his

talents, endearing qualities, and

corre&nefs of tafte, was jojiled

out of his. friend's memory, by

horfe-jocl^ies, valets, and gam-

blers, before my Lord reached

Dover, on his way to the conti-r

nent.

But the memories of Oxford

tradefmen, the cellar-man, and

the attendants of the junior com-

mon room, were more retentive,

and my reader will hear with

concern, that after much an-

xiety, and much trouble, this

amiable man died of a broken

heart.

The writer of this article can-

not but drop a tear to the me-

mory of one, with who.ra he has

palled many a ufeful, andmany an

agreeable hour, (hours, alas ! to

return no more) in the mutual,

but unfuccefsful effort, of alle-

viating anguifh, which can ceafe

only with life, in palliating evils,

and foftening profpe&s, over

which the ftrong hand of death

alone is able to throw a veil.

The following lines, were

written at Briftol hot -wells, by a

young man, equal in promife and

equal in failure to Ruflel (Kit

Sherive of Wadham) they both

threw pearls before .

Ye rocks and woods, o'er Avon's

winding dream

Sublimely tow' ring,

Penfive to you I turn,

The laft retreat, of thofe -^
Who warm the fancy and amend

the heart.

Here wander'd he

Who fung of ^Ella, he whofe fate

Nature laments, and piety her-.

felf,

Tho' Die abhor the deed.

Here Mafon wept,

Of the dear partner of his life

bereft ;

And to her mem'ry pour'd

The drains he/*/*.

Here Ruflel (igh'd no more;
Here too like ^his, here may my

forrows ceafe.

But fir ft,

FlRST LET ME SHED REPEN-

TANT TEARS,

FOR TIME MISSPENT,

FOR HOURS AND DAYS AND

YEARS,
TO INDOLENCE DEVOTED, OR

TO TRIFLES.

Loft and eftrang'd to wifdom

And to all, my good old grand-
fire taught^

My
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My firft, bed friend, gentle as

good,
And good as he was wife.

Oh had I liften'd unto what he

taught,

That happinefs was goodnefs,
and that both

Cou'd only be attain'd by con-.

ftant toil
;

I had not then, alas !
;

Mix'd with the vulgar proud, a

fordid crew,

Blind as the delving mole :

Earth-bound niyfelf, a Humbling
block to others.

I cannot mention the univer-

fity, without fuggefting a wifh,

that parents would not be fo

eager to educate their fons in,

thofe feminaries, without a per-

fect knowledge of the neceffary

expence, and the dangerous fitu-

ation of a young man on his firft

entering a college.

And it were well, if heads of

houfes, unlefs they wifli to lee

their walls deferted, it were well,

if they would not leave the new

comers, who have been long,

and ardently panting for liberty,

a prey to rapacious tradefmen, or

to what is ftill worfe, the licenti-

ous exceffes of their own paffions;

furely it becomes them to enforce

compliance, or reform abufe, and

to guard the rifing generation, for

whofe fate they are anfwerable,

againft the bewitching fnares of

vice and diffipation, which every
where furround and invite them.

We may then venture to fend our

fons, without a certainty of their

morals, health, and fortune, be-

ing irretrievably deftroyed.

In a declamatory, but not ill-

written pamphlet, which a difap-

pointed candidate forafellowthip

once (hewed me in manufcript,

called,
"

Oxford, difle&ed, or

that univerfity difplayed in its

proper colors," I remember his

faying, that to a certain college,

every member was a benefactor,

for that if he brought with him

money, good fcnie, learning,

morals, and a conftitution ; he

was fu.re to bring nothing away
with him.

As I could not with propriety

fubfcribe to the aflertion, I ad-

vifed from friendfhip for the

man, or from reverence to Aima

Mater, afupprcffion of the work,
which a few months alter, with

its author, was {wallowed up by
a ftorm, in eroding the Atlantic.

"
I a,m aware," fays a Re-

claimer at my elbow, who de-

fends well regulated ftevvs
; "I

am aware of the prudent regula-

tions, and cautious police efta-

blifliedbyprotors and vice-chan-

.cellors; but whilethey will notiuf-

fer iniquity, or carnal indulgence,
to appear in any decent (liape: they

forget that Oxford is furrounded

by the loweft and vileft flies.

of
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of illicit paffion, where filthy

vulgarity robs fenfuality of re-

finement, its only, its bad ex-

cufe, and where a loathfome

difeafe, poifons the fprings of

life."

My fatirical friend, with whom

(however I may value his abili-

ties) I do not always agree in

opinion, concluded his harangue,

by obferving, that he divided the

young men of the prefent day,
into two claflTes

; firft, your plea-

fent, accompliflied, fenfible, un-

done bon-vivants, without ruo-

rals, health or fortune ; admired,

pitied, and neglected by every

body : the fecond, your ftrange,

eccentric, out-of-the-way mortals,

who are dull and unfashionable

enough to preferve their eftates,

characters, and conftitutions un-

impaired, but think theinfelves at

liberty to indulge in odd whims,
unaccountable fancies, and

ftrange Angularities ;
" to con-

clude, I prefer the latter with all

his imperfections on his head."

To this fcntence, from which

many of my readers will difient,

be might have added, that the

rare, the defmible character in

the prefent age, is the man of

plain good fenfe, and education,

of uncorruptc.d manners, whofe

fenfihility is not too delicate, or

feelings too refined for the com-

jhon, the ufeful, andthencceilary

duties of a fon, a hufband, a fa-

ther, or a friend.

A perfon of this defcription

will not from affectation, or cow-

ardice quit the poft allotted to

him by Providence, nor wander

from the beaten turnpike road of

life, through dread of the buftle

of competition, or the fnares of

ill defign ; dangers from which

no man has a right to claim ex.

emption, as moft of us poflefs

ability and refolution to oppofe
thefe chimeras, if we chufe to

call them forth.

From the fcarcity of fuch cha_

rafters in the common tranf-

aftions of mankind, the firft 'and

moft facred duties of fociety, too

often fall into the hands of cox-

combs, rafcals, and fools.

" Take a knife with a common

edge, and it will do your'bufinefs

better," faid Swift to his friend

Lewis the under fecretary, who
was attempting to divide paper
in a very awkward manner, with

a fine delicate edged ex pen five

penknife.

HUTHVEN, JOHN, Earl
-"*-

Cowry, a nobleman of Scot-

land, and before James the fecond

afcended the throne of England,
contriver of an intended affauiha-

tion of that fingular character ;
a

tranfa&ion to which many wri-

Sj from a diflike. of the pedan-

try,
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try, principles, and natty pro-

penfities of James, have given

a difgraceful turn, or wholly
denied.

Yet after as fair and impartial

an inveftigation as a detefter of

the Steuarts, but a lover of truth,

is capable of, I am compelled to

declare, that the weight of hifto-

rical evidence is in favor of Cow-

ry's confpiracy ;
an opinion in

which. I am fupported by a late

refpeclable biographer, whofe

elaborate and acute inveftigations

of difputed points in hiftory, are

much more creditable and con-

vincing, than his political pam-

phlets.

The exiftence of the plot is

alfo fuppofed to be invalidated by
a fpecics of bon-mot put into

King James's mouth, but which

in faiSt he never fpoke ; it was

a farcafm uttered by a difcarded

courtier, animals fo often meta-

morphofed into violent patriots.
"
They are fair lands, and Gowry

would make a bonny traitor,"

are the words to which I refer,

occafioned by the king's look-

ing attentively over Ruthven's

grounds, in one of his rides; but

they were vvhilpered by an cx-

place man, and not pronounced

by the king.
The fubjeft of this article was

alfo brother to one of the plump
wives of Rubens, whofe protu-

berant beauties have been handed

down to pofterity by the uxorious

pencil of her hufband; but as

vfual, I am wandering from my
ftory.

King James, on a certain oc-

cafion, as he hunted, was requeft-

ed by Alexander, a brother of

Lord Gowry, to accompany him

to the family feat at St. John's

Town, near Perth, where he faid

he had flopped a ftranger of

fufpicious appearance, with a

quantity of foreign gold under

his cloak.

The ftory was difregarded by
the king, on account of the ftu-

pid manner of the relater, and

from a conviction, that he had

no mht to intermeddle with theO

property of a fubjecl; ;
no trea-

fure unlefs found in the earth,

appertaining to the monarch.

But as he followed the chace,

the gold was ftill in his thoughts,
and having reafon to fufpect that

large fums of money had lately

been fcnt from France, to foment

commotion, he refolved to feq

the man, and endeavour to find

out the purpofe of a: ftranger,

fo unaccountably laden with

wealth.

After killing a buck, which

led them a long chafe, the king

informed Alexander he would

accompany him, and directly rode

forwards without mounting a

freih horfe, telling the Duke of

Lenox, and the Earl of Marr,

that
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that he was going to Perth, to

which place, the noblemen, and

others, followed him, as well as

the fatigued condition of them-

lelves and cattle would permit.

James reached Lord Cowry's
forne time before them, Ruthven
all the way ftrongly remonftrat-

ing againft acquainting others

with the fecret; his earneftnefs in

this particular, with a certain dif-

turbed wild caft in his
eyes', in-

clined the king to fufpecl: cither

a treasonable intention^ or that

the young man was difordered

in his fenfcs;

With ftich fears, and fuch

reafons for fear, he entered the

caftle with Gowry, who had gone
out with fourfcore attendants to

meet himj his majefty having

only three of his own fervants

with him, who had oulilripped

the reft.

After fome delay, dinner was

fervtd, the royal fuite, as they

dropped in, (landing round, ac-

cording to cuftcm
;
the earl, pen-

live and dejected, at the end of the

table, repeatedly whifpered mef-

faces to his men, and fent themO '

out of the room j
and was re-

marked by all, to do the honors

of his houfe, in an embarraffed,

ungraceful manner.

A dinner was provided for the

courtiers, in another room, into

which Gowry conducted them,

and the king was left alone with

Alexander, who during
time had flood behind his chair.

As foon as his brother went out,

he whifpered to his majefty, that

now was the time, but that none

of the gentlemen muft on any
account attend.

James then fuffcred himfelf to

be conducted up a narrow wind-

ing flair-cafe, through feveral

chambers, the doors of which

his guide locked after him ; then

crofting a gallery, and mounting
a fecond ftatr-cafe, they found

themfelves in a fmall fludy, the

door of which was inftantly

locked.

A fellow of an ill countenance^

armed with a dagger, then rufhed

forth from behind the hangings,
and Alexander clapping his hat oil

his head, and his fword to the

king's breaft, told him he was his

priibncr, and if he attempted to

cry out, or make his eicape, he

would plunge the weapon into

his heart.

James, who had no other de-

fence than his hunting horn,

gave himfelf up for a loft man ;

he however expoftulated with

Ruthven and his afiuciate, on the

horror of {heddiiv'' their fove-D

reign's blood, from whom the

former in particular, befides the

reverfal of an attainder, and the

family eftatcs, had received many
favors.

He told them, that murder

never
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h'ev'er went long unpunifhed,

that if his children and loyal

fubje6ls failed, the Almighty
would raife up ilocks and Hones

to avenge his blood. Alexander,

ilamping his foot, cried out,
" Does not the death of my
father rife up in judgment againll

you ?" ' c I was then a minor,"

replied the king,
" but I well

remember he had ftricl: juflice

rendered unto him, and fell by
the laws of his country."

(i His ma jefat's marvellous
./ . \f

eloquence, with which it has

pieajed heaven Jo plenteoujly to

endow him," had, by this time,

unmanned the fellow in the

ftudy, who ftdod trembling, and

difconcerted, while the ivveat

hung in large drops on his face.

Alexander at length, calling his

hand out in a defperate manner,

cried,
" There is no help for it,

you muft die,"and directly madea

pum at the king, which, fudden-

ly turning his body, he put afide

with his hunting horn, and in-

flantly feizing the hand which

held the fword, he grafped it

firmly, and darting his other hand

at theaffaffin's throat, he brought
him to the ground t

While the king was in this

perilous lituation, Gowry, was

entertaining the,courtiers below,

when a fervant, previoufly in-

ilru6ted, entered the hall, and

told them, his majefty had idi

the caftle by a poftern gate, was

mounted on horfeback, and on

his way homeward
; they direl-

ly ruflied out together, but Len-

ox chancing to afk the porter at

the gate, how long his majcfty

had departed, he affirmed, that he

was not yet gone.

The earl looked angry, called

his man a liar, and faid he would

foon know the truth ;
he then

went back to the hall, and fhort-

ly returnii1o<;, afliired the noble-
J O^

men, his majeily had been fo

long rode out, that uhlefs they

were expeditious, they would

find it very difficult to over-

take him : they then called for

their horfes.

James, in the mean time, hav-

ing his antagonift at an advan-

tage, dragged him to the win-

dow, which he ordered the man,
who ftood filent and pa.m've, to

open ; not being able, while he

fecured Ruthven, to force more

than the right fide of his head,

and right elbow through the

cafement, he cried, in a loud

voice,
"

They are murdering
me ! they are miydering me !"

Lenox, Marr, and Others,

were palling under the window

at the moment ;
and when they

heard and faw the alarming fitu-

ation of the king, drew their

fwords, told Gowry he was a

falfe traitor^ and would have cut

him in pieces, but for the inter-

ference



128 RUTTY.

ferenceof his fcrvants. Both par-
tics rufhed into the caitle in

c.onfuiion ; fome attempted to

reach the room from whence the

voice proceeded, by the way his

majcfty went 5 others followed

Gowry, who had the advantage
of a private ftaircafe, and knew

ajl the bye-ways of the houfe.

The. king's attendants, Ram-

fay, Erfkine, and Berries, were

however happy enough to reach

the fpot flrft, and foon difpatched

Alexander Ruthven, whofe laft

words were,
" My brother is to

blame."

In theconfufion, the man with

the dagger fled, and Cowry, with

feven fervants armed, the next

moment entered the roomj a

conteft, which lafled twenty mi-

nutes, enfued, but it pleafed God,

notwithftanding fuch difparity,

to give victory to the fmaller

number.

The earl, receiving Ramfay's
fvvord through his heart, expir-

ed without a groan ;
and his fer-

'

vants, covered with wounds,
and exhibiting courage and

attachment worthy a better

caufe, were driven to a gallery,

where, being faint with the lofs

of blood, they were thrown over

the balluitrade of a lofty ftair-

cafe.

Soon after the victory was de-

cided, Lenox, Marr, and others,

joined them, having occupied
the whole time, in battering

down, or buriling open the vari-

ous doors the aflaffin had fccur-

ed : as foon as they found his

majerty unhurt, the whole party

inftantly fell on their knees, to

thank God for his happy deliver,

ancc.

The town people, alarmed by
the death of Gowry, their provoft,

at firft tumultuoudy furrounded

the houfe, but on being told of

the foulnefs of his treafon, and

after his majefty had pleafantly

harangued them from the win-

dow, they departed in peace.

Ramfay, Erfkine, and Herries,

were ennobled, and enriched

with prefents : bonfires, and

other public demonstrations of

joy were general; a proceffion

was made to the Market Crofs,

at Edinburgh, where a public

thankfgiving was offered, and

a fermon preached on the occa-

fion.

TD UTTY, JOHN, a phyfician,

a quaker, a well-informed

but too credulous writer on

medical fubjects, who left a poft-

humous account of his own life,

which he calls a Spiritual Jour-

nal.

This production, from fingu-

larity, or coarfenefs of expreflion,

and from the minute ftriclnels of

its
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its diurnal fcrutiny, afforded to

the delicate and gay, an opportu-

nity of treating with ridicule,

one, who was a fincere Chriftian,

and a confcientious difcharger of

his focial duties.

In this fevere retrofpet of his

life and converfation, he enters

occafionally into trifling, and

ibmetimes into ludicrous details,

of con lefts between the flefh and

the fpirit ; condemns the inno-

cent gratifications, and ibme of

the harmlefs pleafures of life;

i'carcely fuffers a hearty dinner,

or a convivial meeting to pafs,

without beftovvingon himfelf the

epithet ofjwitii//i ;
whilft an un-

due warmth of temper, occafioned

by conftitutional fenfibility, and

irritated into warm expreffion,

by pert, obftinate, or ignorant

people about him, he feverely

reprobates as fnappifli and un-

chriftian.

In order to remove any im-

proper impreffion, fuch a perpe-

tual ftraia of felf- accufation,

might produce on the mind of

his reader; the editor, with a be-

coming folicitude for the repu-
tation of his author, thought it

neceflary to prefix a certificate

of the moral rectitude, active ex-

ertion, and decent deportment of

Rutty; attefted by many reputa-
ble members of his fociety.

Yet, after all the ftrokes of

tailleryand humour, it is only by
VOL. in. K

fuch regularly repeated reviews j

by fuch accurate and impartial

examinations, that correct con-

duel is to be obtained, or Chrif-

tian humility can be produced.
I cannot however pardon this

fenfible enthufiaft, for his repeat-
ed attacks oil human fcience

and art, a dexterity in which he
muft have been at fome pains to

acquire, t}ut which he takes fo

many opportunities to depre-
ciate. He appears to have for-

gotten, that a phyfician, at leaft

the knowledge of a phyfician, is

FROM GOD ; and arrogantly

wrapped up in his reveries on the

utility of misfortune and difeafe,

as keeping us fober and mode-

rate, and on the principle of

Cowley, that

** Man's dark cottage, batter'd

and decay 'd,

Lets in new light through chinks

which time has made."

he irrationally, and I think im-

pioufly forgets, the numerous in-

fiances in which we are indebted

to the ingenuity of human effort,

for comfort to ourfelves, and

ability to render kind offices to

others.

He appears not to have recol-

leted, that one great and im-

portant employment of the Sa-

viour of the world,was communi-

cating health and fpirits to the in-

firm
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firm and dejected, and command-

ing the crippled and difeafed to

take up their beds and walk. The

confiftency of Rutty' 9 fyftem,

like that of other fyfte^ns, which

are repugnant to human feelings,

was happily and frequently bro-

ken in upon by the benevolence

of his heart, and the pride of

profeffional eminence. Peculi-

arly fituated as a fectary and a

phyfician, his life appears to have

been a perpetual, and fometimes

a painful ftruggle, between fana-

ticifm, and good fenfe.

If the covnpenfations of preju-

dice fhould prove not to be am-

ple, though Mr. Burke endea-

voured with fuch eloquence and

toil to prove they are, how ex-

tremely dear do we pay for a coft-

ly and cumberfome harnefs,

which fetters the faireft of our

intellectual exertions ? What

pains do we beftow on the tex-

ture and expanfion of an artifi-

cial veil, which fhuts out light,

mid diffufes a dark cloud of

doubt and anxiety, over the day-

fpring and meridian of life, of

knowledge, and ofjoy?

OABBATH DAY, the religi-^ ous obfervance of, a practice

in which modern Chriftians are

confiderably relaxed, in fpite of

new penalties, and additional

legislative reftraints, which would

have been fubmitted to with lefs

reluctance, had not many of thofe

who ought to be an example to

their inferiors, regularly fele&ted

the Sabbath, as the grand day of

exhibition; as an appointed time

for collecting together the gay,

the giddy, the guilty, and the

unthinking ;
the old and the

young, in a proinifcuous crowd,

for the purpofes of fraudulent

paftime, bacchanalian riot, and

unchriftian profanation.

As health is one of our firft

blcffings, it is furely unwife, as

well as unmerciful, to check

men from breathing the frefli

breeze on a Sunday, or from in-

nocent recreation, who have been

confined at the flmttle, and other

fedentary occupations-, in clofc

rooms for fix preceding days.

After a due performance of

religious duties, there feems no-

thing contradictory to reafon or

revelation, in the falutary indulg-

ence of a country walk, or the

frugal pleafure of focial inter-

courfe.

In this, as in other inftances,

human wants, and human feel-

ings, ftep in to correct the errors

of unaccommodating zeal, and

the decifions of legislators,
who

are faid, in this inftance, to have

been ftimulated to thefe unrea-

fonable and inexpedient proceed-

ings, by outrageous fectaries,

rigid,
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rigid, unfeeling, difciplinarians,

and a well-meaning but miftaken

fociety.

With all their zeal, the re-

ftritStion is not found to anfwer

the purpofe propofed by its fan-

guine advocates ; it only drives

the multitude from harmlefs

amufement, the natural and

mnple pleafures of cheerful con-

verfe^ and pure air, to the beaftly

fottiflmefs of an ale-houfe, or

the more rank concealment of a

Hew.

Thefe teazing meafures, en-

forced at a time when other cau-

fes of diffatisfaction are fuppofed
to exift, have been compared to

the conduct of a nurfe, who,

having occafioned a child to cry

by rough ufage, a pin mifplac-

ed, or a crufhing (hoe, afterwards

infli6ls a fevere whipping on the

unhappy infant, with the follow-

ing rational apoftrophe :
" You

fhall have fomething to cry for

TIOW, you little brat."

With refpect to fabbatical ob-

fervance, good fenfe, and peculi-

arity of circumftance and fitua-

tion, muft determine the fafe

line of practical utility.

It is difficult, if not impoffible,

to depart fafely from a pofitive

religious inftitution, with whofe

obfervance the great interefts of

Chriilianity and public welfare,

are intimately blended.

We ought however to be cau-

tious, how we diminifh the plea*

fures of the poor, or attempt to

increafe their burthens ;
we muft

endeavour, as far as lies in our

power, to make their comforts

keep pace with their duties 3

but above all, let us not make

laws, and enforce fyftems on

others, which we are perpetually

deviating from, or violating our-

felves.

OACKVILLE, Vifcount, ori-

*-'
ginally Lord George Sack-

ville, an appellation, which he

exchanged for the name and

eftate of his paternal aunt, Lady

Betty Germaine, a baronet's

widow of Drayton, in North-

afnptonnSire, an acquaintance^

and, as appears from feveral of

her letters, publifhed in his

works, a fenfible correfpondent

of Swift.

Lord George was created a

peer in the prefent reign, an ele-

vation, produelive of no fmall

furprize at the time, and the mb-

jecl;
of much fevere altercation

between certain diflinguiflied

characters.

This favorite of the fovereign,

but never of the people, was

accufed by his enemies, of fa-

crificing on the plains of Minden >

feveral thoufand men, to a mif-

taken principle
of national eti-

quette, or the mis-conception of

orders, clearly and explicitly

,t 2 given,
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given, owing to the agitation of

fear.

Mod readers are acquainted
with his trial, his defence, and

the fentence of difmiffion pro-

nounced againft him; on this

occafion, Lord George imputed
his difgrace to party malice, and

infifted, that the orders were not

intelligibly delivered to him; but

as foon as he knew what he had

to do, and a regiment which im-

peded his marching had moved,

that he attacked in front with all

poffible fpeed.

The court-martial by which

his lordmip was tried, was of an-

other opinion, and he was de-

clared incapable of fcrving his

majcfty in any military capa-

city.

His conduct very much exaf-

perated the good old king, who,

with his own hand, ftruck his

name from the lift of privy coun-

fellors ;
and was heard to declare

with emotion, and hia ufual

warmth of temper, (a generous,

but quickly fubfiding warmth)

that if he had not been a king,

and the offender his fubject, he

would have perfonally corrected

him.

Colonel Sloper remarked on

the field of battle, his lordfhip's

embarraffed and confufed appear-

ance ; yet I can fcarcely impute

his conducl: to cowardice, which,

though in a foldier an unpardon-

able failing, is not a crime, (for

we have not all, the nerves and

intrepidity of a hero) befides, in

a duel with the late Governor

Johnfon, he appears to have act-

ed with fufficient calmnefs and

compofure.
One path to fame being thus

for ever clofed againft him, with

a refolution, perhaps a magnani-

mity, which few men in fimilar

circumftanceg would have pof-

fefled, he plunged into politics ;

and notwithstanding royal fmiles,

and the friendly, elaborate, but

unfuccefsful panegyric of Mr.

Cumberland, experienced as a

ftatefman, defeat and diiappoint-

ment.

He was fecretary of ftate for the

colonies, during the American

war, and on one occafion prog;-

nofticatecf fuccefs, with an em-

phafis, not common in his me-
thod of fpeaking.

His adverfaries, of whom I

think he had a greater portion

than falls to the lot of moft men,
cried out with exultation, that

Minden and Saratoga, would be

everlafting monuments of his

courage as a general, and his

abilities as a ftatefman.

During the unfortunate inter-

val, of which I fpeak, certain

national debates, were conducted

with a violence, heat, and per-

fevcrance, which a conviction

of their high importance, and a

fenfe
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fenfe of national calamity, could

alone infpire : the fame period

was alfo remarkable for a war,

which, from choice or neceflity,

was conducted by men, who, as

fenators, had earneftly argued,

and regularly voted againft it.

I could not help remarking the

conduct of a certain general, who

with fome glaring inconfiftencies,

was not without many valuable

qualities ;
I could not but re-

mark his haranguing the houfe

of commons, at the moment he

was a prifoner of the enemies

of his country, againft whom,
he (hould not have accepted a

command, with the principles

he profefiTed.

This parliamentary phceno-
rnenon did not bring to my mind

Regulus, when he quitted the

fenate of Rome, on his return to

Carthage ;
the torvus hum'i pofu-

iffe vultum, would have been

wholly inapplicable.

In the courfe of certain dif-

cuffions in the houfe of com-

mons, on appointing commiffi-

oners of fupervifion, to India,

the attack of this noble lord,

(then a commoner) on an orien-

tal delinquent,was eloquent,keen,
and effectual. The voice of truth

boldly pointing out undeniable

fact, covered with (hame a front

not eafily difconceried.

" The honorable gentleman,"
faid Lord George,

" has been

told by a witnefs, whom he call-

ed to anfwer his own purpofes,

he has been honeftly told by his

own evidence, that two thirds of

his wealth were extorted by an

arbitrary and oppreffive tax on the

miferable and exhaufted natives

of India. I appeal to all who hear

me, if the actual perpetrators of

cruelty and injuftice, are proper
or likely perfons to correct thofe

mifchiefs, which their own ini-

quities have produced; will thofe

perforis refund their wealth, who,

taking advantage of influence

and power, have extracted by the

rude gripe of oppreffion, the lux-

uries and fuperfluities of their

table, from the fcanty pittance of

the poor Hindoo ?"

The eyes of the whole houfe

were rivetted on the convicted

offender; a (hort ftruggle took

place in his breaft, between an-

ger and remorfe, but the weight
of guilt preponderating, he funk

in confufion on his feat.

OAINT; I have been checked
*^

for applying this word to the

Evangelifts, and many other ve-

nerable characters prefcrvcd iri

the Roman calendar; but I per-
fift in prefixing it, for the follow-

ing reafons, which, though fa-

tisfactory to myfelf, may not

prove convincing to others.

Epithets are meant to be de-

fcriptiveof the qualities^ corporeal

or
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intellectual, of thofe to whom

they are applied, and I therefore

think |t right, and to the full, as

reafonahle, to fay Saint Luke,

Saint John, or Saint Auftin, as

to fay, the learned Warburton,
the harmonious Pope, the honejl

Arbuthnot, the rofy -fingered

Aurora, or thefwift-footed Ulyfr
fes.

When a certain gentleman,
whom I have walked many a

mile to hear, ufed to talk of

John
? Paul, Matthew, or Luke,

with as little ceremony as he

would call his footman, I confefs

it difturbed me; it was carrying

his democracy with him into the

pulpit ; but it exemplified a the-

ory often enforced in this collec-

tion, thofe whom we treat with

ity, wejliallfoon ceafe to rer

Since my firft impreffion, this

teacher, fo eminently endowed,
andtowhofe difcourfes I havelif-

tened with delight, profeflcs to

have erafed the whole fyftem from

his creed ; he has ceafed to doubt

as well as believe, and to the regret

of a numerous acquaintance, has

refigned the office of a, mjnifter

of the gofpel.

Vwat et valeat may the ob-

je&s and purfuits of hig futnre

life, allow, in every inftance,

pf mathematical demonftrationj

may he find and firmly embrace

that, which will bring him peace
at the laft.

OT. ANDRE, NATHAN!-
***

EL, a native of Switzerland,

from which country he emigrat-

ed early in life, and fecured the

friendship of a wealthy pa-
tron.

This gentleman (a Mr. Salva-

dor) furniflied him with the

means of procuring a medical

education. He afterwards be-

came a public lecturer on anato-

my, a furgeon of eminence in,

London, and a favorite of King

George the firft ;
the confidential

friend ofLord Peterborough, and

was employed by Bolingbroke
and Pope.

But the fairnefs of fuch profef-

fional profpe&s, were fuddenly

clouded, and he flamped an in-

delible impreffion of ridicule or

guilt on his character, by liften-

ing to, and encouraging the im-

pudent impofture of Mary Tofts,

a woman of Godalming, who

declared, and endeavoured to,

make the public believe, {he had

been actually delivered of rab-

bits ; a delufion in which Whif-

ton, probably feduced by the

credit of St. Andre, was alfo in-

volved.

This eccentric divine, on other

occajionsj Efficiently fcrupulous,

wrote a pamphlet, to prove that

this



ST. ANDRE.

this monftrous conception, lite-

rally fulfilled what had been fore-

told by the Prophet Efdras.

To laugh were want of fentiment

or grace,

But to be grave exceeds all power

of face.

At the moment I write, if it

\vere not f6r hurting the feelings

of one to whom literature is con-

fiderably indebted, I could point

out an individual, far fuperior to

the clergyman or the anatomift,

in critical acumi, intelle&ual vi-

gour, and ornamental acquire-

ment, generally reflected and

approved, till hood-winked and

led aftray by abfurdities, equally

repugnant to probability, chro-

nologic coincidence, and com,-

mon fenfe.

In the Surry impofition, it is

not eafy to account for the con-

duct of St. Andre, a man con-

fefledly of itrong fenfc and quick

difcern-mcnt, thus ftrangely de-

fcending from honeit fame, and

honorable emolument, into the

bye-roads of folly or of fraud.

Of three opinions which pre-

vailed at the time; that he was

difpofed to try an experiment on

national credulity; that he was

corrupted by money; or that his

incitements were fenfual : I

ftrongly incline to the latter.

His amorous propenfities com-

mencing at fixteen, and (Irongly

preponderating at feventy, le<$

him, in the courfe of a long life,

(protracted I believe to ninety-

fix) into many ridiculous fitua-

tions and uncreditable embarraff-

ments ; confiderably lowered him
in the opinion of the few friends

his obliquities had left him, and

expofed him, in the decline of

life, to the ignominious thraldom

of vicious vulgarity.

His tendency to obfcenenef*

was uncontroulable ; he did not

confine the fallies of a lewd ima-

gination, to his clofet, his green-

houf'e, and his bed chamber ; it

was on every occafion, burfting

forth in double entendre, in gef-

ture and alluvion, inconfiftcnt

with decency and good manners,
and criminally ridiculous in ail

old man.
((

I mall for the future make
it a rule, when I vifit Southamp-
ton, or the neighbourhood,'*
faid a \\^ll-bred and elegant wo-

man, to whom the writer of this

article is indebted for the plea-

fanteft hours of his life,
"

I mall

make it a rule to alk if St. An-

dre, the rude old man, is in the

houfe; and, be allured, I will

never give you a fecond oppor-
-

tunity to arive me out of the

room/' Before he felt himfelf

independent, the furgeon was

probably more refervecl, and more

prudent.

Pro-
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Profeffional dexterity, or his

(kill as a performer on the viol de

gamba, introduced him to Lady

Betty Molyneux; he attended

her hufband in his laft illnefs,

and a marriage indecoroufly

hafty between the widow and the

furgeon, with other circumftan-

ces, never fatisfa&orily explain-

ed, involved them both in the

odium of being inftrumental in

haftening the death ofMr. Moly-
neux, from whom the Swifs

(a bafe villain, if the charge was

true) had received many fa-

vors.

Fertur, maritum, mi/errime,

pudor et corruptaJides ! mani-

bus uxoris et amid pcriiffe, ene-

mate calidtffime injetio.

Their guilt or their innocence,

which at a certain period ftrongly

agitated the public mind, muft

now be determined by a more

awful and unerring tribunal
j

combined with other unpropiti-

ous circumftances, this {hocking;t ^

imputation drove St. Andre into

obfcurity ; Lady Betty was dif-

mifled from court, by Queen Ca-

roline, and an aftion brought for

defamation, in which a verdict

and damages were given in favor

of the new-married couple, was

not fufficient to reftorc their re-

putation.

Chance, inclination, pel verfe-

nefs, neceffity or guilt, confpired

to keep St. Andre in hot water

for a good part of his life. In

the year feventeen hundred and

twenty-five, before he had been

debafed by credulity, or fhunned,

as being fufpecled of flagrant

crime, and in the routine of a

lucrative practice, he was rouz-

ed from his bed at midnight, by
a ftranger thundering at the door,

who urgentlydefiredhim to vifit,

without delay, a perfon, whom
the appellant defcribed as a duel-

lift, defperalely wounded.

In the heat of zeal, or the per-

turbation of broken deep, St.

Andre neglected that necefiary

precaution for every medical

practitioner, on fuch occafions,

the taking, on all midnight call.-,

from perfon s he does not know,

his own fervant with him.

After following hie unknown

guide in the noclurnal gloom,

through many an unfrequented

court, remote ftreet, obfcure al-

ley, andobfcene recels; after be-

ing conducted and re-conducted,

through palTages, galleries, and

iiaircafes, heated, hurried, and

confuted, he at Lift found him-

felf in a retired chamber.

The door being inrianlly bolt-

ctl, the affrighted furgeon \\as

threatened with immediate death,

n he did not directly fvvallow the

contents of a bowl, (of courfe

poifonous) prefcnted to him by
two ruffians, with iudruments of

death in their ha 1

I ;ivng
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Having paufcd for a fliort

time on the horrible alternative,

he drank the terrible dofe ; and

with ccnfiderable precautions to

prevent difcovery, was blindfold-

ed and re-placed at his own
door.

The condition of a man who
had been compelled to take what

he confidered as pcifon, need not

be defcribed ; without fuppofing
that the drench contained one

deleterious particle, the mere

idea was fufficient to communi-
cate arfenic, hellebore, and fub-

limate, to his difturbtd imagina-
tion.

Of this extraordinary tranf-

action, an account fufficienlly

expreffive of the terror of St.

Andre, was publiflied in the

London Gazette, and a reward of

two hundred pounds, offered by
government, to any perfon who
would communicate informa-

tion, that might lead to difco-

very and conviction
;
but no dif-

covery was made.

I have fometimes been tempt-
rd to confider this flngular narra-

tive as the fabrication of a reftlefs

mind, fertile in invention; the fa-

ble of a man, determined at every

rifque, to prefent himfelf as fre-

quently as potfible to the public

eye, and become the fubject of

general notice, and common
ponverfation.

Such characters occur in every

age ; the pafiion for this
illegiti-

mate fpecies of fame feems ar-

dent and irrefiftible ; it induced
********* to lofe his life for a

*****, and ftimulated********

to violate the moft facred ties and

then cleftroy himfelf.

I once heard a .man, (who in

the hope of a legacy, which

never was bequeathed) endured

much of the farcaftic brunt and

fatirical fallies of St.. Andre, I

heard him declare, that he had

good reafon for believing, that

the circumftances related by his

friend, were correct. He added,
as indeed the event proved, that

there was clearly no poilbn in.

the mixture, though made fuffi-

ciently naufeous; that the whole

was a cruel, but harmlefs effort

of ingenious revenge, and meant

to torment the furgeon, who in.

the indifcriminate irritation of

libidinous propenfity, had fup-

planted a friend, in the affections

of a favorite minrefs.

It is not my bufinefs to deter-

mine, if the offence and punim-
ment were exactly proportioned ;

T can however eafily believe that

the agonies of a man, under

fuch a perfuafion, muft have

been pretty nearly equal to the

pains produced by actual poifon,
as the drugs were probably of an

active, fearching nature.

Having furvived their effects,

as well as the exhaufting confe-

quences
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<juences of the antidotes he fwal-

lowed and the anxiety he fuffer-

ed
; he began to find the metro-

polis, on many accounts unplea-

iant, and retired from public

obloquy or private contempt,
to a provincial town, where he

occupied his 1

Icifure hours, and

diffipated his fuperfluous cam,
in building and planting ; but

difcovered more of whim and

caprice, than goodnefs of tafte,

or corre&nefs of defign.

The occafional vifitor of South-

ampton, as he enters that place,

fo very pleafant when the mud-

dy fliores are covered by the

tide, if he gives the poft boys
and horfes a moment's breath,

will fee Belle Vue, prefenting
its front, as he defcends from

Winchefter, through the ave-

nue betweeen the town and a

houfe, once the refidence of

Pop-e's Lord Peterboro', and

occafionally of the poet himfelf.

In erecting this toy of St. An-
dre's dotage, in its external deco-

rations, and internal alterations,

its pleafure-grounds and conferva-

lories ; this peculiar character, al-

ternately a prey to inordinate paf-

fion and difgrace, but with fpirits

unbroken, (for the principles he

avowed, rejected, ridiculed or

dreaded, one of the grand fourcos

cf rational and falutary com-

punction) this very culpable

character paffed the lalt thirty

years of his life; while the ma-

jority of thofe who nailed at his

eccentricities, could not help

cenfuring his conduct, and pity*

ing his fate.

QALLUST, a Roman hiftorianj^ a man of genius, wealth, and

loofe manners, of whofe writings,

a fmall portion only is extant.

With a confiderable depth of

philofophic reflection and moral

energy, occafionally clouded by

pedantic arTetation, fingularity

of ftyle, and eccentric verbal ar-

rangement ;
he has been accufed

of declaiming againft thofe vici-

ous luxuries which he enjoyed
himfelf.

In this collection, I have often

lamented, how feldom great ta-

lents were united with purity of

morals
; yet I have ventured to

fuggeft an opinion, that haw
much fo ever we miirht abhorw
the flagitious conduct, we ought

not, on that account only, to de-

prive ourfelves of the advantage
-

ous helps of great ability. If no

exertions are to be allowed in

ethics, criticifm, and fatire, till

we have authors without fault,

and writers without blemifh; the

world, the prefs, and the pulpit,

would have been deprived of

many a fplendid, many an ele-

gant, and many a utdul produc-

tion.

Such an index expurg.itorius,

v,
: uuld
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would have denied admittance to

Lucan and Sappho, to Horace,

Juvenal, Ovid, and Tibullus ;
to

Dryden and Steele ;
to Chur-

chill and Stevne
;

to Wilkes and

Junius ; to Sheridan and Mr.

Fox.

But whilft juftice is due, un-

der certain reiirictions, to the

energies of genius, the firft great

bulwarks of civilized ibciety are

not to be battered down5 the in-

terefls of virtue and religion are

not to be facrificed on the profane

altars of unhallowed libertinifm,

proftituted powers, and guilty in-

genuity.
Future ages will contemplate,

with love and veneration, the

mild manners, the correct do-

meftic conduct of Cicero, Addi-

fon, Arbuthnot,Tillotfon, Locke,
and Cowper, while the depraved

principles, and ruinous career of

many a favorite of the nine, and

many others, high in literature

and modern renown, but conta-

minated by vice, will be handed

down to posterity with infamy
and difgrace.

He, who to the fkilful admo-

nitions of vigorous intellect, (hail

add the more powerful influence

of good example, erects his edi-

ifice on a rock, againft which the

ftorm fhall rage, the rain de-

fcend, and the winds ftruggle in

yain.

Salluft was a native of Ami-

terrium, or as it is now called,

St. Vitorino, a diftricl once in-

habited by the Sabines ; the year
of his birth was marked by two

events, the facking ofAthens by

Sylla, and the birth of Catul-

lus.

Being chofen tribune of the

people, Salluft became the poli-

tical adverfary of Cicero, and hii

client Milo, and was reproached

by the latter, for being detected

in an intrigue with the daughter
of Sylla.

This emlnrras, and other ec-

centricities of the hiflorian, ar

lafhed by Horace, in his excel-

lent fevenlh fatire.

The Salluft to whom the ode

beginning with Nullu$ argenlv
color eft avaris, is addrefied, was

nephew to the fubjeelt of our

prefent article.

Having been expelled from the

fenate for flagitious conduct, he

was reftored by Julius Caefar, and

appointed Prefect of Numidia ;

returning rich from that coun-

try, he built a magnificent pa

lace, and laid out extenfive gar-
dens on the Quirinal-Hill. This

part ofmodern Rome, fiiJl retains

his name, and the fpot where

Salluft and his fair friends once

bathed, is now covered by the

church of St. Sufannah.

The confpiracy of Catiline,

and
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and the Jugurthine War, are the

only acknowledged produ&ions
of Salluft,riow remaining entire $

two orations addrefied to Czefar,

and a third againft Cicero, though
written in good Latin, are

generally attributed to Porcius

Lafo.

The ftyle of Salluft as an hif-

torian, has been often difcufled ;

by ibme he is extravagantly ex-

tolled
; others, as violently cen-

fure him, for obfolete idiom, and

phrafeology affe&edly obfcure.

Afinius Pollio accufes him of

a licentious exaggeration of fa&,

for the gratification of his own

humour, intereft, or refentment :

this charge, if well founded, is

the inoft ferious that can be

brought againft
anhiftorian.

Yet, a writer who is prailed by

Tacitus^ pronounced eminent by
Martial, and mentioned with

refpecl. by St. Auftin, muft not

be haftily condemned; with all his

faults, his dulcia rilia, I confefs

that I read Salluft with confider-

able pleafure.

To a country lady, who hav-

ing heard much of Sallufi, was

defirous of being acquainted with

his writings, I once read by a

winter evening's fire, part of his

hiterciiing account of Catiline's

'racy, in fuch Engiifh as

nn unpremeditated perufal would

afford
;
but at that part of the

narrative which (peaks of a ladv

who danced letter than a modeft
woman ought to dance9 my
reading was fuddenly interrupt-

ed.

" Excufe me," cried my fe-

male friend, an accomplifhed

woman, and celebrated as a grace-
ful dancer, a circumftance which,
till the inftant, I did not recol-

lect,
" excufe me," {lie cried,

with that animated foftuefs, in-

fpired by wounded fenfibility,

which tigers only, or 'men like

tigers, are able to refift,
"

is not

the expreflion of your author ra-

ther exceptionable ? Can there

poflibly be any indecorum in

aiming at perfection in an art

which gives a zeft to polifhed

life, improves focial intercourfe,

and in the Mofaic Ritual, confti-

tuted a part of the national wor-

fhip?"
EmbarrafTed between polite-

nefs and fincerity,
" Not poffi-

tive moral turpitude," I replied,
" but I am not without fear of

its ultimately leading to fome of

the bye-roads.
"

I am aware of the futility of

ar^nincr from the abufe againil theO ~ O
moderate ufeof pleafure, that the

lame knife with which we cut a

chicken, may be applied to' our

thcrots
; yet, it cannot be denied,

that luxurious feafts, midnight
damt. '.-ntious fpeclacles,

are too ;ipt to inflame the fcnfes,

through the imatfinatioQ,o w-
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The lady fmiled, and without

raljing her voice, defired me to

proceed.
The man, feduced by beauty

and perfonal accomplifhments,
to chufe his wife from circles de-

voted to conftant diverfion, an

unceafing round of amufements,
to mufic, cards, and dancing,
muft not be difappointed, if his

partner for life (hould prove averie

to the hours and duties of a well

regulated family.
A little previous confederation

of this circumftance, and a con-

viction, that the pleafanteft and

moil fafcinating companions, are

not always formed for wives and

mothers, would prevent many
a ridiculous domeftic difclofure

in the King's Bench, and at Doc-
tor's Commons; hulbands would

not fo often be tempted to the

tete-a-tetes, andpetitsfoiipers of

Marybone and Soho, and many
a heart- ache would be *faved in

Cornwall, and beyond the

Tweed.

CALMASIUS, or Saumaife,

(for fo he was called by his

countrymen) the literary advo-

cate of Charles the firlh Kino- ofo

England, and anfwered by Mil-

ton, with all the unpardonable
virulence of coarfe invective.

The following are the words

of Mr. Saumaife, who fpeaks as

if he really believed what he re-

lated.

" A poor countryman wholly

unacquainted with the learned

languages, called on my grand-

father, and appearing in great

anxiety, requefted of him to ex-

plain the meaning of the follow-

ing words which he had heard

repeatedly and loudly pronounced
in his bedchamber, in the dead

of night,
"

Apithi ouk ofphrai-
neeten feen apfukian."

After a little confederation, the

old gentleman told him the words

were Greek ;
" AwiSt

ccrtpptx.i-

vtjT*jii criv a^uxiav, and that the

fignification of them was,
(t De-

part, doft thou not perceive,
death is at hand."
" The poor man," fays my

authority,
"

quitted the cottage
he lived in, and it was blown

down a few days after."

The whole is either a fabrica-

tion of the family, or the man
had been taught to pronounce
the words by fome wicked rogue,
who wifhed to fee how far the

credulity of Mr. Saumaife would

carry him, and to enjoy a laugh
at the expence of the old gentle-

man.

In this and other wonderful

ftories, it feems furprizing that

the fupernatural agent, was not

able to fpeak in a language

intelligible to the man he ad-

dreiTeoy
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drciled
;
without additional myf-

tery, the wonder would not have

been complete.

OANTEUIL, JOHN BAP-
TISTE, a modern Latin poet,

chiefly on religious fubjecls; born

at Paris, in the ieventeenth cen-

tury ; and painted in the lively,

but indiflin& characters of Bru-

yere, who, by over-charging his

colouring, and multiplying the

folds of his drapery, renders. his

pieces fo confufed, that the great

outline and projedting features of

his portraits are fometimes whol-

ly loft ; his characters are not

marked.

La Bruyere deferibes him un-

der the name of Theodas,
" at

one moment, complaifant, eafy,

and docile
; fimple, credulous,

playful, a child in grey hairs
;
the

next inftant, violent, choleric,

paflionate,and capricious; fliriek-

ing, jumping, and rolling on the

ground, rattling like a fool, and

thinking like a wife man; yet,

with all his buffoonery, contor-

tion, and grimace, apleafant and

a good man."

Santeuil was a canon of St.Vic-

tor, but never proceeded beyond
deacons' orders: this however did

not prevent his doing the duty of

a parifli church, on a day that the

prieft could not be found
;
he had

fcarcely mounted the pulpit, be-

fore b forgot himfelf, and was

confufed
; after a paufe, he re-

tired, faying,
"

I had a great

many things to fay to you, but

it is needlefs to preach any more,

you would not be the better for

it."

Being once miftaken by a pi-
ous devotee for a confefior, ihe

had difclofed a long catalogue of

frailties, before the miftake was

difcovered
;

" (
I will inftantly eo

and complain of you to the pri-

or," faid the enraged lady;
" In

the mean time," replied the poet,
"

I fhall make the beft ofmy way
to your hufband," an anfwer,
which was the fignal for mutual

peace,.

A certain preacher held forth at

St. Mary's, without giving his

audience any fatisfaclion. San-

teuil who was prefent, faid,
" He

did better laft year:"
" You

mufc be miftaken," faid a bye-

ftander,
" for he had not preach-

ed laft year :" " That is. the

very reaion," he replied.

A gentleman complained that

he had been cheated by a monk:
" I am forry," faid Santeu9,
f( that a man of your years does

not know the monks; there are

four things in this world you
mould always guard againft; the

face of a woman, the hind part
of a mule^ the fide of a cart, but

againft a monk, on all fides."

Boffuet reproaching- him for the

irregularity of his conduct, faid,
" Your



SARDANAPALUS. 143

" Your life is not very edifying ;

if I was your fuperior, I would

fend you into fome little cure,

where you might count your

beads, and fay your breviary :"

" Were I king of France," re-

plied Santeuil.,
" I would banifh

you to the ifle of Patmos, and

your employment mould be to

write a new Apocalypfe."
Santeuil died in fixteen hun-

dred and ninety-two, of a violent

cholic : the page of a great man
came into his room a few minutes

before his death, and faid, that he

was fent by his highnefs to en-

quire how he was ; Santeuil,

turning up his eyes to heaven,

in the agonies of death, repeated

twice,
" Tu folus altifiimus,"

and inftantly expired.

CARDANAPALUS, or as

**~* he was called by his own

fubje&s, Aflar-Adon-Baal, an

Affyrian king, who at the com-

mencement of his reign, exhibited

many proofs of energy and vir-

tue, improving and adorning the

country over which he reigned,

by ufeful inftitutions, magnifi-

cent buildings, and what is far

more important in a prince, by
the efficacy of good example.

But he could not or would

jiot refift, thofe temptations to

which from eighteen to five

and twenty, every man of to-

lerable nerves, and a full pulfe

is more or lefs expofed ; a turbu-

lent period of paffion, folly, and

crime, if not exercifed by falu-

tary occupation, influenced by

religious motive, or guarded by

precautionary regimen ; nor, is

it found, as we advance in years,

that we increafe in wifdom, as

it frequently becomes more dif-

ficult to break the habit, than it

was at firft to refift the paffion.

But the one was indulged, and

the other confirmed in all its

odious excefles by the King of

Nineveh ; thofc tendencies which

were grafted on our nature, by a

kind creator, for the mod bene-

volent and wife purpofes, he

converted, by vicious milappli-

cation, into crimes ; andconfider-

ing fenfual gratification, luxuri-

ous living, perfonal ornament,
and trifling amufement, as the

moft important of fciences, he

fuidiud and refined on them, in

a thoufand ways, making vol up -

tuoufnefs the great objecl, and

fenfuality the only bufinefoof his

life.

In his, as in moft cafes of in-

ordinate indulgence, application

to bufinefs, and a difcharge of the

duties offociallife, became fatigu-

ing and irkfome j the adminiflra-

tion of the affairs of his kingdom,
the command of his armies, the

management of the public re-

venue, and the fuperintendance of

his finances, were left wholly and

without
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out controul to minifters and fa-

vorites.

That he might enjoy, undif

turbcd, the groveling pleafures of

that life he loved; he fccluded

himfelf in a remote apartment
of the palace, with his women,
his eunuchs, and a numerous

train of the fubordinate minions

of vice and effeminacy.

'Such conduct naturally alien-

ated the affections of his fub-

jccts, and afforded apt occafion to

difcontent and ill-defign; for

how was it poffible to love or

refpect a monarch, who was him-

felf the bafeft and nioft ignoble

animal, in all his dominions.

Plunged in guilt and exeefs,

loft to the world, to honor, and

himfelf, he caufed it to be pro-

claimed, by found of trumpet,

that no one mould prefume, on

pain of death, to vifit that part

of the palace in which he refided,

but his chofen band ;
an excep-

tion was made in favor of any

one, who could invent a new

did), or point out fome untrodden

path to profligate enjoyment ; to

fuch perfons ample rewards were

offered.

Happily for example, for pre-

cept, and for edification, the

Affyrian was not to live and die,

in the fties of fenfuality, without

correction; he was awakened

from his difgraceful dream, by
one of his favorite daughters,

who at the peril of her life, ruftied

into his prefence.

Pale, trembling, and in tears,

(lie informed her father, that two

of his generals, had rebelled

againft him, and at the moment
(he fpoke, were marching to-

wards the capital, at the head of

a large army, whom the traitors

had feduccd from their duty.

Rouzed by urgent danger, and

awakened by filial affection,

the diftajj-holder, for a JJtort

time, was transformed into a

hero ; the company, and it is

faid the drefs and ornaments of a

woman were laid afide; depofit*

ing his trenfures, and what he

valued ftill more, his fair favo-

rites, in a place of fafety, he col-

lected the few troops who had

not been difgufted by his con-

duct, and marched to meet the

rebels.

The fpirit and vigor he exhi-

bited, recalled the difaffected,

the wavering and unfteady, to

a fenfc of duty ; affuming
confidence and fortitude from

him, they joined the royal ftan-

dard
;

the world being always
moft ready to affift us, when we
are moft able and active in help-

ing ourfelves.

With augmented numbers,

improved discipline, and the juf-

tice of ancient prefcription and

recognized authority on his fide,

the king approached his advcrfa-

ries
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rias, and after feveral days had

patted, in mutual ftrugglesfor the

ad vantages of pofition, two bloody
battles took place, in which the

infurgents were defeated.

Sardanapalus, imagining that

the activity of his conduct, and

the brilliancy of his fuccefs,

were fufficient to efface the im-

preffions of a vicious life, and

firmly to eftablifli his authority,

gave way to the impulfe of trium-

phant joy, and the preponder-

ancy of inveterate habit ; for

three days and three nights he

devoted himfelf with the com-

panions of his victory to riot and

excefs.

During this dangerous inter-

val of intemperance and infecu-

rity, Arbaces, one of the unfaith-

ful generals, who had faved him-

felf by flight, hearing that a con-

fiderable body, uncorrupted by
fedition was haftening by forced

marches, from a diftant province,
he procured an interview with

the principal officers, to whom he

fhewed a forged lift of the names
of the majority of them, who he

afferted were to be put to death,

the moment they arrived at the

royal camp.

By thefc and other means he

feduced them from their allegi-

ance, and attacked the king, at

the dead hour of night, fe-

cure, unprepared, and his troops,
for the moil part, intoxicated.

VOL. JII.

Under fuch circumftances, to

attack, was to deftroy ; an enor-

mous (laughter enfued, and the

wretched Sardanapalus, with

great difficulty and danger, and

with the lols of the whole of his

baggage and camp equipage ; to

fhelter himfelf from the fury of

his enemies, fled to the metro-

polis.

This great city, celebrated and

wept over by the prophet Jonah,
was from its admirable pofition,

almoft inacceffible ;
the deep and

rapid ftream of the Tigris, en-

compafled it, almoft on every

fide, and the portion not proteft-

ed by this natural barrier, was
defended by a chain of

lofty

towers, which defied the rude

artillery of thofe days ; whilft

plentiful fupplies of miffile wea-

pons, provifions, and the words

of an antient oracle which had

declared, that Nineveh mould
never yield to a conqueror, till

the river became its enemy, in-

fpired the befieged with confi-

dence and hope.

Unfortunately for the royal

party, this prediction was literally

verified ; heavy, long-continued

rains, and a ftrong wind blowing
from a quarter, which interfering

with the courfe of the Tigris,

prevented the wate*^ from de-

fcending in a regular flream,

produced a general inundation
;

the aflailants- retired to the

L mouu-



146 SARATOGA.

mountains, and the environs of

Nineveh became an inmienfe

Lake ; the befieged exulted in,

and for a (hort time enjoyed the

fecurity afforded by a circum-

ftance, which ultimately proved
their ruin.

In a few weeks the rain ceafed,

the wind (hif'ted to a different

quarter, and the waters retiring

with rapidity, warned away the

foil, and undermined the foun-

dation of a decayed and neglect-

ed part of the wall, which for a

confiderable fpace fell down, and

left the city, in .that part, with-

out defence.

A vigilant foe exulting with

victory, but exafperated by de-

lay, did not fuffer the accident

to efcape their notice
j
defcendi ng

from the hills, and eroding the

river, the waters of which had

now fubfided, at a ford a few

miles above the city, on rafts,

they entered the breach, and

overpowering all oppofition, Ar-

baces was proclaimed king.
On the fubfequent events, hif-

torians differ
;
if we are to follow

the generally received opinion,

Sardanapalus retired with his

women into one of his palaces,

and refolving not to fall into the

hands of rebels, filled the build-

ing with combuftible materials,

fet fire to them with his own

hands, and with every thing he

held dear, was burnt to afhes.

But a refpeftable writer, fup

ported by a fingular antient in-

fcription, aflerts, that the Afly-
rian did not perifli in Nineveh ;

that, efcaping at a gate oppofite
to the breach in the wall, over

which the enemy entered, the

fugitive monarch, immediately

haftened, with the few attendants,

imprudence and misfortune had

left him, to Anchiale, a city of

Cilicia, originally founded by

himfelf, where he pafled the re-

mainder of his days.

If this account is to be credit-

ed, although moft of his exceffes

and many of his pleafures, muft

have been placed out of his

reach, adverfity did not purify
his morals, or teach him that

wifdom, which is feldom ac-

quired but at the price of afflic-

tion.

The infcription to which I re-

fer is in words to the following
effect

;

"
I HAVE EAT, i HAVE

DRANK, I HAVE BUILT CITIES,

AND DISSIPATED TRK.fsURES,
AND CAN NOW BE SAID TO POS-

SESS ONLY THAT WHICH I HAVE
ENJOYED."

CARATOGA, SURRENDER^ AT. It is a \\ell authenti-

cated fact, that if General Bur-

goyne had perfifted one day long-

er in oflenfive meafures, or had

carried his threat of giving no

quarter^ only to the threlhold of

execu-
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execution, he might have made
his own terms ;

as it was with

the greateft difficulty General

Gates could keep his men toge-

ther, from the general fpirit of

diflatisfaction which pervaded his

army, and the hourly defertions

which took place.

Thcfe circumftances which the

Britifh general was not acquaint-

ed with, and which are not men-

tioned to throw any obloquy on

his character, would have en-

fured him a fupply of provifions,

and a fafe march to the place

from whence he came.

In that cafe a tranfa<9ion, hu-

miliating to every Engliftiman,

would not have taken place, nor

would Congrefs have incurred

the odium of a folemn treaty,

which they notorioufly and dif-

honoiably violated.

Yet the praife of confining
fuch dangerous intelligence.with-

in his own lines, and conducting
to victory, forces fo circum-

jftanced, cannot be denied to the

American general.

CAVAGE, RICHARD, Son

of the unnatural Countefs of

Macclesfield, the fruit and the

victim of her illicit intrigue,

with the Earl of Rivers.

The crimes, the follies and the

misfortunes of this unhappy man
have been delineated by the ftrong

hand, and palliated by the veni-

al partiality of Dr. Johnfon, the

fympathizer with his woes, the

fharer of his depreffion, and his

companion in many a melancholy

midnight excurfion.

While folly and vice were re-

pofing on beds of down, or dif-

fipating wealth in fuperfluity ;

thefe individuals, one of whom
had not his father been wicked

and his mother cruel, would have

been nurfed in the lap offortune ;

and the other, a literary charac-

ter, who reflected honor on his

country ; were often wandering

through the nocturnal gloom of

the metropolis, bedlefs and fup-

perlefs, with heaven their cano-

py, and the wide world to range
in.

This article is not introduced,

in the prefumptuous hope, ofim-

proving on the author of the

Rambler ; it is for the purpofe
of recalling the attention of cer-

tain ofmy readers, who think the

incompatibility of their circum-

ftances for marriage, a full and

fufficient excufe for unhallowed

pleafure; it is to call their atten-

tion, to one of the numerous

evils of indifcriminate, amorous

indulgence. The circumftance

I would wifli to prefs on their

confi deration, is the fate of their

offspring.

Thofe, as I have obferved in ano-

ther part of this collection, who

poflTefs the fortune, as well as the

L 2 love
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love of variety of a Beckford,

though their moral turpitude is

the fame, may guard again (t

fume of the conferences, which

greatly aggravate the crime, by

beftowing on their natural chil-

dren, a decent maintenance,
chriftian education, and compe-
tent inftru&ion in the means of

future fupport.

But the million who yield to

every impulfe, and indulge every
defire

;
to whom a cap and a

petticoat are always fufficient in-

citements
; and who, if they can

pay their furgeon, and com-

pound with the church-warden,

think, that no further duty re-

mains
;
I would wifti to afk them,

what will be their feelings in the

decline of life, when they are, or

ought to be preparing to give an

account of their thoughts, words,
and works ?

How acute will then be their

regrets, to fear, if not certainly

to know that they have given ex-

iftence to many wretched infant?,

and inttead of beftowing on them

the tender attentions and affec-

tionate folicitude of a parent,

have refigned them into the

hands of hard-hearted niercina-

ries, the filthy negligence of a

poor-houfe, and the obduracy of

official felfifhncfs.

Savage, whofe life was a con-

tinual ftruggle with misfortune,

and clouded with real or imputed

crime, who was a burthen to

fociety, and narrowly el'caped the

penalties of offended juftice ; the

unhappy Savage, had he been

religioufly and properly educa-

ted, might, and probably would

have been, a ufeful and accom-

pli fhed member of the commu-

nity, the delight of his family
and friends.

C AVAGES. What author or

what traveller is it, who ex-

claims, on feeing certain inhabi-

tants of an unknown coaft, on
which he landed ;

" We have

nothing to fear from thefe peo-

ple, they hare not till now, feen

a European.
3 '

I have heard this invecYive

againft civilized fociety much

commended, yet I doubt if the

theory is tenable ; like other the-

ories, it mull be taken with con-

fiderable allowance.

If it were poflible that naviga-
tors could have their choice,

whether, in cafe of being wreck-

ed, they would prefer a civilized

or a favage coaft, I believe few

would prefer the latter.

That too many Europeans, an

unhappy portion of fociety, un-

prepared by education, unin-

fluenced by religion, and ftimu-

lated by poverty, are continually

pracYrfing a mercilefs fyftem of

plunder and violence, I confefs

with regret; but it is not cuf-

tomary
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tomary to pronounce on the ex-

cellence of a vintage, by a fam-

ple, drawn from the foeculencies

and dregs of the wine vat.

The favage, after depriving
the boat of its nails, and the

carpenter of his tools, as hunger,
or a love of variety may tempt,
will devour the unfortunate fea-

men.

Againft fuch attacks, fays the

author I quote, a traveller, aware

of his danger, may guard ; but

in his intercourfe with polHhed

fociety, evils prefent themfelves,

which prudence cannot provide

againft, nor circumfpeclion a-

void.

He will probably be received

and treated with kindnefs, his

wants will be liberally fupplied ;

but thefe attentions will afford a

very (lender compenfation, for a

wife feduced, a daughter de-* O

bauched, and a fon corrupted ;

for a heart pierced by the enve-

nomed arrows of hypocrify,
fraud and ingratitude, concealed

under the fpecious exterior of

hofpkality and friendfhip.

QAVANAROLA, a popular
friar of Florence, in the

latter part of the fifteenth cen-

tury, and what may appear fin-

gularin a dominican at that pe-

riod, a violent and enthufiaftic de-

mocrate, who for along time, and

with fuccefs, preached refinance

againft papal and ariftocratic ufur-

pation in his native city.

The populace, liftening to his

difcourfes with ardent attach-

ment, and taught by him, the

difference between liberty and li-

centioufnefs, recovered many of

their longloftprivileges and rights.

PofFerfing a greater (hare of

acutenefs and general informa-

tion, than was common in the

religious orders of that age, he

foretold from his knowledge ofthe

ftate of Europe, an invafion of

Italy, which afterwards took

place ; for this, and other pro-

phetic declarations, which were

for the mod part verified, he

was pronounced by his followers,

a faint, and worfhipped as a holy

man, favored with coeleitial com-

munications.

To refuie honor and adoration,

how much foever we may de-,

fpife thole who beftow them, is a

temptation which human vanity,

or human policy has feldom been

able to refift. From Alexander

to Auguitus, and a train of fuc-

ceflbrs, who converted this fpe-

cies of refined flattery, into a

powerful engine of dominion, a

thoufand examples might be

given ;
in a moment of weak-

nel's or ill defign, Savanarola ac

quiefced in the infatuation, and

agreed to impute that to divine

impulfe which was in fat human,

fagacity and common fenfe.

The
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The pope, who had been of-

fended beyond forgivenefs, by
oppofition to his encroachments,
favv and eagerly feized the oppor-

tunity for ruining a hateful de-

magogue ; the pope accufed him
of a blafphemous afiumption of

apoftolic powers, and cited him
before an ecclefiaftical tribunal.

The people murmured at the

profecution of their favorite, but

were threatened with the thun-

ders of the Vatican, if they did

notjoin in punishing a man, who
had impioufly (I fuppofe he

meant without papal conni-

vance) who had impioufly pre-

tended to fupernatural commu-
nication.

Terrified by anathemas, and

threats of eternal punifhment

from this vicegerent of Heaven,

the timid and credulous crowd

gradually abandoned the man

they had fo lately adored
5

he

was feized, delivered over to their

common adverfary, and after the

forms and mockeries of a trial,

put to the torture, hanged and

burnt.

This (hort article is introduced,

for the confideratian of thofe

perfons, who, in the warmth of

honeft zeal, generoufly come

forward in aid of patriotic, and

fomctimes violent meafurcs,

under which they generally are

the firft to furlcr.

' In cafe of a popular revolu-

tion," faid Mr. Fox, on a cer-

tain occafion,
" I have good

reafon to think I (hould be the

firft facrifice." With fuch con-

victions, why in God's name
does he, &c.

Another ufeful deduction may
alfo be drawn from a confedera-

tion of the prefent fuhje6t ; .in

receiving afliftance from public

men, we muft not liften too

readily to the interefted fujvgcf-

tions of their adverfaries, again (t

theinj an individual in private
life may be wretchedly faulty, yet
as a patriot, and an active citizen,

he may render his country good
fervice, and recommend

j
nit and

necefTary meafures.

Many inftances in the political

and literary world might be

pointed out as ftrong cafes in

point ; two in particular have

been frequently introduced iu

different parts of this collection ;

with all their flagrant enormities,

it perhaps would be difficult, in

the \vholeEnglifh hiflory, to pro-
duce individuals to whom the

country is more obliged.

Had the Florentines been

mindful of this ufeful truth, they
would not have given up a man
who had rendered them fuch im-

portant fervices, to the tigers and

vultures of the Vntican
; who, in.

the fame proportion, that they
have departed from the genuine

purity of Chriftianity, have im-

proved
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proved in worldly cunning, and1

deep cafuiftry.

Taking advantage of the irri-

tated prejudices, and blind bigo-

try of fuperftition, they artfully de-

ftroyed one oftheir moft powerful

antagonifts, by the hands of that

very people, for whom he had

procured the few privileges they

enjoyed, and which they were

foon deprived of, after the remo-

val and deftru&ion of their able

partizan.
" It feems in all

countries," fays a late writer,

" a common artifice with oppref-

fors, to employ on every occa-

fion, the malignant pafiions of

the people againft themfelves."

QCHISMATICS, Methodifts,

and fectaries, a mode of op-

pofing them with fuccefs.

The method here recom-

mended has been thought fupe-

rior to one mentioned in Mr.

Roe's article, and has been found

effectual by every clergyman of

the church of England, who has

adoped it; I eagerly avow my
acquaintance with feveral indi-

viduals, who have tried the ex-

periment with fuccefs.

" You wifh to fupprefs fecta-

ries," faid a late preacher,
" the

only method a Chriftian can em-

ploy, yet I believe a fafe and cer-

tain one is OUTLIVE OUT-

LABOR OUTPREACH THEM !!

O CAURUS, MARCUS EMI-
^ LI US, an eminent Roman,

who deriving his fecond name

from the mental accomplimments
of one aticeftor, and his third ap-

pellation from the perfonal de-

formity of another, deduced the

origin of his family in common

with that of the Caefars, from

Numa, and the fir ft founders of

Rome.
But a race which had repeat-

edly given to their country, Con-

fuls, Dictators, Tribunes, Cen-

fors, and Pontiffs, which had

contefted with Hannibal, his

bloody victory at Cannae, and

finally fubverted in the perfon of

Scipio, the foundations of Car-

thage ;
was reduced to poverty

and infignificance
in their de-

fcendant, the father of thefubject

of this article, who, in the hum-

ble bufinefe of a dealer in wood

and charcoal, had acquired by

minute diligence,
and the patient

accumulation of petty profits, a

fum, which in the prefent rate

of Englifh currency, cannot be

valued at more than three hun-

dred pounds ;
a fortune, which

wholly unequal to the cravings

of luxury, and the wafte of pro-

fufion, raifed its frugal and ho-

neft pofleflbr above want and de-

pendence.
" This fum, and ten flaves,

was the whole of my inherit-

ance;,
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ance," fays Marcus Emilius

Scaurus, in the memoirs of his

own life, which, though they
merited the praife of Tacitus and

Cicero, excepting a few frag-

ments, are no longer extant,
" and I chofe," he continues,
"
theprofeffion ofa public pleader,

in order to make myfelf general-

ly known."

Three declining generations
had fo compleatly buried his fa-

mily in obfcurity, that it was

thought extinct
;
and on enter-

ing into life, he was confidcr-

ed as a ftranger of mean extrac-

tion.

He is praifed by Cicero for

courage and perfeverance, not-

withftandin his defects in ele<rantO O

language, and a want of afl'urance

in his mode of delivery, which
are generally confidered as necef-

fary requifites in a public fpeak-

er; yet I am not certain, that

fuch difadvantages are not over-

balanced by that intereit and af-

feclion, which we feel for em-
barrafled diffidence, while the

efforts of impudence are often

rendered ineffectual, by infult-

ing audacity, or proud uncon-

cern.

Succefs, and a better ac-

quaintance with mankind, en-

abled him to remove thefe obita-

cles, diffidence very JUMI ceafed,

and the army being the great

road to preferment, Scaurus

united, according to the cuftom

of his country, the profeffion of a

foldier, with the practice of a

pleader.

After two campaigns in Spain

and Sardinia, he obtained the

jEdilefliip, which had been gene-

rally fought for the purpofc of

procuring popular applaufe, by

magnificence and (lio\v ;
thefe

were incompatible with the flen-

dernefs of his fortune, and he

was content, without expenfive

fpe&acles, to fulfil with diligence

the duties of his office, which

fupcrintended the police of the

city.

His faults had hitherto efcap-

ed the public eye, and it was not

till he offered himfelf a candi-

date for the confulfhip, that he

difplayed the predominating fea-

tures of his character, which had

been concealed by the policy of

a young man, anxious to le-

cure the fuffragcs of his fellow-

citizens.

A contefted election has been

laid to afford a man opportuni-

ties of hearing every thing that

can be advanced againlt him :

on one of thefe occalions, a per-

fon who offered himfelf to re-

prefent an Englifh borough, put

the following queftion to his

wife, after a twenty years mar-

riage :
t( What Icandalous (lory

do you think my advcriaries have

been circulating this morning on

the
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the huttings ? they infulted rae

iu various ways, and with other

taunts, exclaimed,
' His wife

wears a
glai's eye :' fixing his own

at the fame time fteadfaftly on

the countenance of his better

half.

" It is too true," replied the

lady, dropping her head in con-

i'ulion, "it is too true, but I

was alwavs afraid to mention the

circumltance, Iclt it might dimi-

nifh your affection , how our

good friends, the mob, (hould

know it, I can't imagine, for no

one hut myfelf and the oculift,

who has been dead many years,

were acquainted with the fe-

-cret."

Having obtained the conful-

fhip, in which he was coniider-

ably affiiled by the eilate of a

wealthy citizen, bequeathed to

him by a will which involved

him in a law fuit ; our ambiti-

ous Roman threw off the mafk,
and though his word enemies

could not deny the ardor of his zeal

in the ferviceof his country, it was

coniidered only as a fecondary
motive to his own aggrandize-
ment ;

his deportment was

haughty, his temper unforgiving,
and a love of money was found

to be the ruling paffion of his

foul.

Failing on a certain occafion

by the tribunal of a Praetor, who

cn<rao;cd in the adm'mittration ofw ' '

juftice, neglected to rife when,

our conful pafled, he ordered the

Liclors to drag him iuitantly

from his feat, and tear off Ins

robes : he ilri6Uy inforced the

laws againft luxury, and abo-

liihed a regulation enacted by
Gracchus forty years before,

which deprived of a vote all who
could not produce a male child,

or were not polleifed of pro-

perty to the amount of
fifty:

pounds.
From domeflic reform, he led

the Romans to victory over the

Ligurians, who inhabited that

angle, between Italy and France,

which defcending from theAppe-

nines, to the Tuicau Sea, is the

feat of the modem republic of

Genoa.

To obviate the unhealthy ef-

fects of inundation and ttagnant

water, he caufed a canal to be

cut from Parma to Placentia,

which converted an uncultivated

and unwholefome marfh, into

a fertile diftricl: ;
and fuch was

the feverity of his military difci-

pline, that a farmer, on whofe

ground the troops were encamp-
ed for feveral days, was furprizcd

on vifiting an orchard which

flood in the mid ft of the camp,
to find his fruit untouched.

Croffino- the P6, he made him-
Q

felf mailer of the hilly country
round Trent, took Forum, Julii,

and Aquileia; and traverfing the

ihores
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(hores ofthe Adriatic, penetrated

into the countries to which the

mot!em names of Iftria and Car-

niola have been given; never

before vifited by the Roman
anus.

But his career of victory was

embittered by family misfor-

tune. Having feverely repri-

manded his fon before the troops,

for a want of courage or con-

duel
;
terrified by guilt, or mor-

tified by the anguifh of oppreffed

innocence, and harm correction,

the young man put an end to his

life.

Triumphal honors were de-

creed to Scaurus
;
he was named

by the cenfors, Prince of the Se-

nate, an honor, which though
not actually inverting him with

any new authority, was attended

with confiderable influence ; one

of the privileges was, a right to

(peak firft on any public quef-
tion.

The Patricians were at this

time engaged in a buimefs not

very honorable to Roman virtue.

The intrepid but perfidious Ju-

gurlha, not Iktisfied with a third

part of Numidia, bequeathed to

him by his uncle Micipfa, king
of that country, and a faithful

ally of the Roman people, was

endeavouring to deprive the chil-

dren of his benefactor,by fraud or

by violence, of their inheritance.

In (his attempt he was too luc-

cefsful; after deftroyingHiempfal,
one of the fons of Micipfa, the

craftyAfrican fent immenle trea-

fures to Rome, for the purpofe
of bribing the fenate, who waver-

ed, and amufing the people who
were warmly interefted for the

injured grandfons of Mafinifla.

Having purchafed peace at

Rome, he attacked Adherbal, the

furviving fon, defeated him, and

purfuing the fugitive prince to

Cirtha, laid clofe liege to that

city, which was his capital, and

ftood on the ground now occu-

pied by Conftantina, in the pira-

tical kingdom of Algiers.

Scaurus being fufpected of

corruption, afted with coafider-

able caution
;

it was not eafy to

gratify his avarice, and retain the

good-will of the people, who, in

political conteft3,makeupinbulk
and number for the minuteportion
of power each individual enjoys;
on this occaflon he found it dif-

ficult to chufe, between his in-

tereft and reputation.

Speaking violently againft Ju-

gurtha in the fenate, he was ap-

pointed to command the African

army, croflcd the Mediterranean,

and fummoned the Numidian

to appear before him.

But his vigor was relaxed by

humiliating mefiages, or the

more powerful influence of gold;

after public conceltion and pri-

, in which die inter-
*

efts
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efts of a traitor, and the preferr-

ing Scaurus from blame, were

nicely balanced ;
the Roman ge-

neral returned, without render-

ing any eflTeclual affifUmce to

Adherbal ; every refource being

exhauilecl, that unhappy prince

was obliged by famine to capi-

tulate to his inhuman and un-

grateful conqueror, who put him

to a cruel death.

A proceeding more difgraceful

cannot be imagined, or more

mortifying to a people not whol-

ly loft to the feelings of nature

and juftice ;
the murderer of his

benefactor's family, and the art-

ful defier of Roman authority,

would have gone unpuiiifhcd, but

for the Tribune Mcmmius, an

inveterate enemy of the Patri-

cians,who compelled the fenate to

fend a fecond army, into Africa,

under Calpurnius and Scaurus,

who were both deceived by the

humble declarations, or purcha-
fed by the gifts of the tyrant.

It is not confident with the

nature ofmy work, to enlarge on

the corruptions of the fenate, or

the artifices by which Jugurtha
was enabled repeatedly to elude

public indignation ; his memo-
rable farcaim on Roman venality,

\\henheleft the city, to which

he had repaired, and endeavoured

'to excite public compaffion, by

;abjet deportment, and ado.s\ui-

ed appearance, are known to moft

readers.

The moft remarkable circum-

ftance in thefe tranfa&ions, is,

that Scaurus, the whole of-whofe

conduct appears to have been

venal, mould have been able to

preferve the confidence of the

people ; they were probably daz-

zled by his wealth, his military

fuccefs, the glories
of his ancef-

tors, and his plaufihle manners,

or intimidated by his predomi-

nating fpirit.
" Your friends and defend-

ers," exclaimed Memmius in a

fpeech to the people,
"

your

friends and defenders die unpi-

tied and unrevenged ;
Gracchus

and Fulvius were led to execu-

tion, and the priibns crowded

with their followers ;
but on

thofe who make a traffic of pub-

lic authority, who fell the power
of the people, and the honor of

our armies, the firft offices of the

common wealth are beftowed.

"
They enjoy triumphal ho-

nors, and difgrace that fimplicity

of manners, once the honorable

chara&eriftic of a Roman. With

haughty demeanour, and mea-^

fured fteps, they infult us as they

pafs the ftreets, by an elaborate

difplay of magnificence and

wealth, procured by corruption:

To have put to death a tribune

of the people, or to have pro-

pofed
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pofed an opprcflive decree, to

fuch men is matter of exulta-

tion/'

Opimius, the friend of Cicero;

Cato, a nephew of Scipio ; Cal-

pnrnius, Galba, and Albinus, all

of confular dignity and illuftrious

family, were at lad, by the patri-

otic or the malignant mduftry of

the Tribunes, punimed by fine,

banifliment, or iinprifonmcnt.
Not iatisfied with his own fafe-

ty, Scaurus occasionally pleaded
in their defence, and, on one of

thefe occafions, is faid to have

been ernbarralfed by a coarfe al-

luiion of Memmius, who, ob-

ierving a funeral, interrupted his

harangue, by faying,
" Don't

you ice what is paffing in

the itreet? you are only lofe-

ing time here, when perhaps
fome advantage might be made

of the will of the deceafed."

The fubject of our prefent ar-

ticle exhibited a remarkable in-

Itance of dexterous resolution,

and ilrmnefs of mind, in the de-

cline of life,when he was accufed

of atrcafonable and corrupt corre-

'fpondcnce with Mithridatcs,King
of Pontus.

For the fame crime, two of

his friends, contaminated by the

venality of the times, were driven

into baniihment, and Scam us

was adv'ncd to prevent difgrace,

by a prudent and voluntary re-

tirement..

Worn down by years and in-

firmity, at the age of eighty, he

infilled on being conveyed in a

litter before an aflembly of the

people, who were ftrongly affect-

ed by the venerable appearance
of this hoary defcendant of the

Scipios j they had been previ-

oufly fbftened by a well-timed

application of that precious me-

tal, whole magic touch, io few

of us are able to refill.

Raifino; himielf a little from aO

reclining pofture, he thus ad-

drdled the liftening multitude :

" Romans, one Varius, a

Spaniard, ofobfcure birth, a man
of yefterday, accufes Marcus

Emilius Scaurus, who led your
fathers to victory and renown, of

having received a bribe from the

King of Pontus. Marcus Emi-

lius, Prince of the Senate, denies

the charge ;
which of us do yon

judge moll worthy of credit, I

will abide by your decilion ?"

Ten thoufand voices im mediate-

ly proclaimed him innocent of

the charge. His accufer was

driven ignominiouily from the

fpot ; and the fuccefsf'ul orator,

linking under a real or pretended

agitation of fpirits, was followed

to his honfewith long-continued
burfts of applaulc.

In various trying pafiages of

the life of Scaurus, the Roman

people (if I may be allowed an

allufion) were a many-ftringed
inftru-
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Inurnment, in the hand of a

flkiliul matter ; by the harmony of

tones, or the dexterity of a fine

linger, he rendered them fubfer-

vient to political purpofes.

Like the royal mufician of Is-

rael, he evaded the rage of pow-
erful enemies, to whom many of

his cotemporaries, equally rich

and equally venal, fell a facrifice;

he efcaped the fury of democra-

tic tribunes, and exafperated ri-

vals, by a dexterous management
of thofe firings, which, when

properly touched, the human

heart, and the human hand, are

fo formed, as to vibrate in unifon

with them.

In this rapid fketch of an emi-

nent Roman, I flattered myfelf I

had equally avoided the malig
-

nancy of one of his perfonal ene-

mies, an eloquent hiftorian, and

the lavHh encomiums of another,

his profefled panegyrift; but, with

all my care, tins article has not

efcaped cenfure.

I confcls I have ventured to

differ in opinion with a refpecla-

ble modern, who confiders Scau-

rus beincr chofen Prince of theD

Senate, as a proof of his pre-

eminence in virtue; the (rate of

the empire, and the manners of

the Patricians at that period,

fhould be confiderecj-

The fuccefs of Jugurtha, a

murderer and an unsrateiul ufur-

per, prove the degenerate flate of

public and private principle at

that time; after allowing to Scau-

rus every merit of a highly-en-
dowed magiftratc, and an ative

general, I find it impoffible to ac-

quit him of conniving at, and

being corrupted by the crafty

Numidian. I allow him the

praife of great prefence of mind,
in his anfwer to the charge of

Varius, but, with all my jiippof-

ed tendencies, I cannot conluler

the tumultuous refolutions of a

fickle multitude, fed from his

table, as any proof of his inno-

cence or guilt.

With all his faults, aggravated

by malignancy and envy, and

his virtues, highly coloured and

overcharged by friendiliip, Scau-

rus appears to have been that

compound natural character

every day met with in life
;
a

mixture of weaknefs and masrna-w

nimity; able and willing to per-

form his duty, but rendering great

abilities fublervient to private

intereft, and, as is common in

old a<re, he became too fond ofO *

pounds, (hillings, and pence.

Scaurus lapled into the com-

mon, but vexatious error of old

age, he married in the decline of

life, a woman who was confider.-

ably younger than himleli, and

furvived him.
;

Her name was Emilia, the

daughter
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daughter of Metcllus, the pon-

tiff, and niece to the conqueror
of Numidia. She had a foil and

a daughter by Scaurus, and af-

ti-ruards became the wife of

Sylla, before he poffeffed the

dictatorial power, but is faid not

to have confidered fidelity as an

jndifpenfable nuptial obligation.

It has been obferved by a

learned lady, I believe Madam
Dacier, that any woman, of a

tolerable pcrfon, and common

understanding, can very eafily

retain the affections of her huf-

band, if fhe will only condefcend

a little to humor his infirmities,

and obferve a decent degree of

prudence and external propriety

in her gallantries, particularly if

he is a few years older than her-

felf.

She further adds, that a wife

of the above defcription, may
not only pafs through life un-

iufpectcd, but may, without dif-

ficulty, make her Iwjland believe

he poilefit-s
her affections invio-

late.

Without pretending to deter-

mine a fubjevSt which inuft whol-

ly depend on the fhare of intel-

lecl, confidence, and
cullilility

of one of the parlies, it appears

that Sylla, though a cruel dicta-

tor was a good hulband, he either

did not know, or would not fee

the frailties of Emilia, till he

beficsivd Athens.

On this occafion, the fatirical

Greeks, whofe wit was probably

fiuupencd by malignity, on this

occafion they reviled the Roman

general from their walls, with

many coarfe jokes on the infide-

lity of his wife
;

called him an

impotent old cuckold, and told

him, inllead of molefling 'and

laying wafle the territories of his

neighbours, he would al much

vvifcr, to (lay at home and look

after his wife.

This provoking infult is faid

not to have at all diminifhcd, the

kindnefs of Sylla, as a hulband,

but naturally exafperated the re-

fentments of the conqueror, who
foon after took Athens by florin,

and covering the difgrace of his
vT Cr

brows with laurel, revenged the

indecorous infolence of the

Athenians, by tire and fword.

The fon of Scaurus, by Emi-

lia, inherited his vaft wealth, but

not his accumulating fpirit ;
and

in the hope of effacing the cha-

racter of pecuniary rapacity, at-

tached to the memory of his fa-

ther,hefpent large fumsin public

feflivals and magnificent fpecta-

cles,during his aedilefhip,ofwhich

a defcription is given by Pliny.

Poffeffing neither the abilities,

nor the confequence of his father,

he exhibited the fame arrogance

and ungovernable fpirit, and was

afterwards Pr:etor of Sardinia.

A daughter of Scaurus was

mar-
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married to Pompey, but died in

child birth, and the laft defceri-

dant of this iJluftrious family, I

believe in the third generation
from the

fubjecl: of our prefent

article, incurred the fufpicions of

the gloomy Tiberius. That un-

relenting tyrant, detefling fupe-
rior merit, or irritated by an in-

difcreet fatirical production, re-

folved finally to extinguifti the

race, under the fabricated accu-

fation of an intrigue ; but the

purpofe of Tiberius was prevent-
ed -by voluntary death.

QCOTT, JOHN, a member of

the Houfe of Commons, a

major in the Eaft- India fervice,

and at a certain time, an inde-

fatigable partizan of Mr. Haft-

ings; the author of many
well - turned newfpaper para-

graphs, and feveral fpirited pam-
phlets.

My reafon for giving him an

article in this collection, is for

the purpofe of remarking his

conftant and elaborate efforts to

prove, that his friend, the late

governor general, is a man of

imall fortune, and that the coafts

of Malabar and Coromandel,
have for many years ceafed to be

fources of Aliatic wealth.
tf There is not." fays the

major, with much good fenfe,

but with evident obliquity of

defign,
" there is not a more

miftaken idea, than that which

has been fo induftrioufly circu-

lated and believed, that enor-

mous fortunes are rapidly and

eafily made, by the company's
fervants in Bengal.

"
I have in my hand an accu-

rate and authentic lift of five

hundred and eiaht perfons on

the civil eftablifhment, who have

been appointed in the laft twen-

ty-two years ; of thefe, one hun-

dred and fifty are gone to a land

from which they never can re-

turn
; thirty-feven are at this

time in their native coun-

try, in general with moderate

fortunes ;
and of the three hun-

dred and twenty-one now (1 784)

in Bengal, the chances are a-

gainft the majority of them re-

turning to England, with more

than a competency.
" Of the military gentlemen,

who have acquired immenfe

wealth, the number is inconficler-

able. Twelve hundred officers

have been appointed in Bengal,

during the period above men-

tioned, but I am convinced that

not more than fifty
of thofe have

returned with a comfortable fub-

fiftence. For myfelf, I truft that

feven thoufand pounds, will not

be confidered as a very unrea-

fonable reward, for fixteen of

the bcft years ofmy life, devoted

to the fervice and climate of

Afia. I know only, of five, who

have
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have brought home more than

twenty tboufand pounds ; many
have arrived in England uitli

lefn fortunes than mine; hut too

many worthy individuals, difa-

hled by wounds and ill health,

are receiving a bare fubfiftenceO
from Lord dive's military

fund."

Tbc official integrity of Mr.

Haftings, as a public man, it is

rot my wifli to impeach ; but the

mediocrity of his finances, not-

withftanding the manoeuvres of

his agents, for good and fubftan-

tial rcafons, I beg leave, unccrc-

monioufly to deny.
I acknowledge, I readily ac-

knowledge, the civil and military

talents of the governor general,

his ftrong and various claims on

the company for meritorious fer-

vice, and his fplendid patronage
of arts and learning; but were it

permitted in certain cafes, (which
I thank God it is not) to put in-

terrogatories in the late Lord

Mansfield's favorite way, and

take depofitions on oath
; I

could clearly and fatisfaclorily

prove, from official documents,

oral evidence, and confidential

correfpondence, that Mr. Haft-

ings, before he fetfoot on the fliip,

which conveyed him to Europe,
was poflefled by himfelf, or in

the name of others, of money
and effects, amounting to more

than four hundred thoufand

pounds.
After Major Scott's repeated

avowal of his fa creel regard to

truth, it would be unfair to

doubt his afTertions refpedling his

own pecuniary acquirements in

India
; for the honor of a foldier

is delicate, and like the reputa-
tion of the dictator's wife, (liould

be as untainted by imputed, as it

is free from real guilt. But if

the ftatement he gives of his own

finances, is correct, I venture to

pronounce him a very improvi-
dent man.

With his gentlemen on the ci-

vil, and even Come on the mili-

tary eftablifhments of India, who
have returned with moderate or

inconfiderable fortunes, I have

occafionally been acquainted.

They have for the mod part

been focial, hofpitable, and rea-

dy to keep up the intercourie and

civilities of modern life.

But I have too often felt my
wealthy neighbours break in on

the comforts of my paternal fpot;

the humble luxuries, and fomc-

times the common articles of

my frugal table, have been mo-

nopolized, or raifed to an enor-

mou? price; and my {lumbers have

been interrupted by midnight
Bacchanals.

An adjoining vale watered by
a fcdgy ftrcam, and bordered on

one
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fene fide by a wild coppice, the

favorite fpot of my early life,

for exercife and contemplation,
have been cleared, grubbed up,

diftorted or improved by the ty-

rannic hand of tafte, ftrengthened

by wealth, but not always direct-

ed by judgment.
Two neighbouring boroughs,

which for more than a century
had filently and implicitly obey-
ed treafury mandates, or yielded

to the natural influence of the

principal families and property
of the county, have been tempt-
ed from their allegiance, by the

profits of a contefted election;

which, circulating and diffufing

Afiatic gold, has converted what

was once termed by a popular

poet, the realm of peace, into a

fcene of political animofity, and

mercenary cabal.

But for the nocturnal afliduity

of a poacher, whom I am com-

pelled by my neighbours to en-

courage, I (liould never tafte a

hare or a trout. The primitive

manners, and exemplary econo-

my of my folitary old domeftic,

are fcandalized by the riotous

vices, and lavifli profufion of the

liveried menials around us; while

our ruddy milk -maids and lufty

country girls, are feduced from

frefli air, rude health, innocent

mirth, and rural tranquillity, by
valets, grooms or their matters,

VOL. IIU

to the winter abodes of infamy,

fmoke, fin, and fea coal.

I confider the impeachment
of Mr. Haftings, independent of

its event, or his conduct, as a

tranfa&ion, highly conducive to

the welfare and good government
of our Afiatic pofleffions.

In a country, from which every
man wifhes to depart as foon as

he can with his whole fortune,
and to which, the moment he

reaches Europe, he is perfectly

indifferent; in a country, fecured

from the eye of its matters, by a

diftance of ten thoufand miles,

it is highly neceflary to imprefs
a general opinion of the inexora-

ble omnipotence of the Englifli

laws ; and its falutary effects, I

underftand have been already ac-

knowledged and felt, by the con-

curring teftimony of natives as

well as Europeans.

QCOTT OF AMWELL, a

modern writer, a fmooth har-

monious verfifier, who, if not a

firft rate poet, was, what is a

much more refpeclable, and afar

more ufeful character, a good
man.

A mixed company of both

fexes, was lately deafened by an

enthvfiajlic perfeftionift, who dif.

turbed the party, and inter-

rupted the converfation, by re-

peating, at intervals, the well-

M known
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known verfes of Mr. Scott, on

hearing a drum.

In thefe lines the author, who
was of the

fraternity of quakers,
takes an opportunity of declaim-

ing againft war and bloodfhed,
in a ftrainof philanthropy,which
it is impoffible for any man, pro-

fefling Chriflianity, or pofleffed
of common fenfe, to diflent fromj

but, as I have often had occa-

fion to obferve in thefe volumes,
the fentiments in queftion are,

not only wholly inexpedient, and

Inapplicable to man as he is, and
to exi fling circumflances, but in

the prefent ftate of Europe,

highly improper and unpatri-
otic.

The fonorous reciter, (recita-

tor acerlus} whofe lungs were

much founder than his judge-
ment, perfifting in his noify quo-
tation, a gentleman prefent fi-

lenced the noify coxcomb, for a

man may be a coxcomb in a

broad-brimmed beaver, by the

following parody of the lines he
was bellowing forth.

I love that drums
re-echoing

found,

Parading round, and round, and

round,

To me it tells of martial deeds,

Of tented
fields, and neighing

deeds,

Of Britifh ftandards wide un-

furl'd,

Defying ftill a
threat'ning world;

Of hearts elate, and hands pre-

par'd

The
bleflings we enjoy to guard.

I love to hear that cheering drum,
Which ftrikes the pallid French-

man dumb,
It calls to mind the glorious

blaze

Of Edward's, and of Henry's

days ;

Of Egypt conquer'd, Acre's

height,
And Bonaparte's difgraceful

flight.

Still may we hear its vivifying

found,

Till the fell Corfican (hall bite

the ground.

OAVILLE, SIR GEORGE,^
Knight of the. Shire, dur-

ing a long period, for the

county of York, a difmterefted

real patriot, a man of honor, and

a gentleman ; who fulfilling the

important duties of a member of

parliament, with integrity, vigor,

and public fpirit, has- left behind

him a character, which it is im-

poffible to contemplate without

love, veneration, and regret.

Although his form was flen.

der and his conftitution delicate,

he was indefatigable in the per-

formance of duty; ejje quam vi-

derit
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deri, to le ufeful rather than ap-

pear to be fo, was the leading

maxim, of his life.

Temperate, cheerful, unaf-

fuming, he was beloved by all

who knew him, and though title

and elevated fituations were

repeatedly within his reach,

he never Jlooped to accept

them.

Defending with his pen, as

well a"s his voice, the great prin-

ciples of the Englifh conttitution,

he naturally oppofed thofe ille-

gal proceedings enforced by the

minifter of that day, general

warrants, and feizure of papers.

The American war, in its com-

mencement, progrefs, and ter-

mination, he vigoroufly oppofedj
not only as unjuft in principle,

but from its political inexpedi-

ency, and the utter impoflibility

of luccefs.

The title, ridiculoufly aflumed

by the Gallico-Prufiian Ana-
charfis Cloots, might have been

applied to this excellent man,
with the ftricteft truth

;
he was

in theory and practice, THE ORA-

TOR OF HUMAN NATURE
; there

was no ufeful projecl, or humane

undertaking, he did not patron-
ize : nor any oppreffive one, he

did not endeavour to counter-

aft .

Such a man, who knew no
medium between duty and incli-

hation, promife and perform-

ance, was naturally defamed by

political hirelings ;
his frank

avowal, without referve, of uni-

verfal toleration, expofed him to

the deftru&ive outrages of cer-

tain protejlant bigots ; yet, at

the moment his houfe was blaz-

ing, in confequence of their blind

bigotry and infuriate zeal, he

fpoke ofthem with pity and for-

bearance.

OCREW PLOT, a name given
**-* to a plan, which was faid to

be formed by certain malecon-

tents in the reign of Oueen
Anne.

It was propofed to fteal the

fcrews out of the timbers in the

cathedral of St. Paul, by which

means, the roof, on a fignal given,
and the removal of a central pity

was to have fallen on hefr maje-

fly's head, as (he entered in pro-
ceffion that church on the day of

thankfgiving, in the yefar feven-

teen hundred and ten.

Readers, not familiarly verfed

in the fine'fTe of ftatefmen, and

the real Or pretended alarms of

courts, will probably perufe this

ihort article with furprize and

doubt ; yet, iri the London Ga-

zette of November the ninth,

in the faine year, the following
advertifement appeared.
"

Whereas, fome evil-defign-

ing perfons, have unferewed and

taken away feyeral iron bolts out

M 2 of
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of the great timbers of the weft-

ern part of the roof of the cathe-

dral of St. Paul ; her majefty for

the better difcovery of the of-

fenders, is pleafed to promife her

mod gracious pardon for the faid

crime, to any perfon concerned

therein, who fliall difcover his

accomplices in the faid fact, fo

as they or any of them may be

convicted thereof.

H. St. JOHN.
" And as a further encourage-

ment to any perfon concerned in

the faid fa&, who mall make

fuch difcovery of his accom-

plices,
fo that they or any of

them, may be convicted of the

fame, he fliall receive a reward

of fifty pounds, to be paid by Sir

Richard Hoare, at the Golden

Bottle, Fleet-ftreet, within ten

days after conviction."

SEA
COAST.

The partiality
for watering

places, fo generally prevalent, is

founded on reafon and nature ;

provided,"
crowded rooms, narrow

flreets, late hours, diffipation

and excefs could be avoided.

Cooled by the fea breeze, and

braced by plunging into its azure

bofom, often has the editor of

this collection been refrefhed,

and reftorcd to new life, after

having been pent for feven long

months in the atmofphere of a

feverifli metropolis; but reftored

ftill more by the kind hofpitality

of the neighbouring inhabit-

ants.

The agreeable contraft experi-

enced on fuch occafions, is well

defcribed by a marine poet, who
has devoted the few leifure mo-

ments he could fnatch from the

u'ar of elements, to the plea-

fures of literature. After an ani-

mated apoftrophe to perfons of a

tafte different from his own, he

thus proceeds :

Let fuch em-

ploy
Their anxious hours, and court

expenfive joy :

Me, nature's face, and rural prof-

peels pleafe,

A life of bufinefs, intermix'd

with eafe.

But chief, the margin of the

wat'ry plain j

Not e'en the garden, and the

bovv'ry {hade,

The lengthen'd vifta, or the deep

cafcade,

Amufe like thefe

Here innocent of heaty the morn-

ing beam,

Plays on the flood, with ever va-

rying gleam.
On this fide, ramparts guard my

native fliore.

On
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On that, woods, fields, and

meads in various green,

And flocks, and cots, and tow'rs

compleat the fcene j

Here ruin'd eloyfters, form a

gloomy made,

And the deer harbour, where the

prieft once pray'd.

Along the fhore, our wooden

bulwarks ride,

The fcourge of Gaul, and ev'ry

Briton's pride ;

And while my eye, furveys the

checquer'd view,

Their deep ton'd thunder rattles

round the coaft,

And the fair profpet, for a while

is loft

In clouds of fmoke

All hail, ye guardians of the

Britifli throne,

Who make the wealth of all the

world our own.

For us, the Ganges takes his

winding way,

Thro' fwarthy nations, from the

rifing day ;

For us, the Nile, and the Euphra-
tes lave

Their muddy (hores ; for us, the

Nigers wave ;

All waft their produce here ; the

Volga flows

'Mid ft icy mountains; and eter-

nal fnows '

t

All, all obedient to our Englifh

Thames,

Pay their glad tribute, to our

fov'reign claims.

CELF-DENIAL and Chriftian^
Fortitude, a ftriking inftance

of, exemplified in the conduct of

Mr. Addifon.

This pleafing writer and ex-

cellent man, having received

certain hints, which it was im-

poflible to mifunderftand, from

a married lady, the wife of his

moft intimate friend, he fent her

the following letter, thus nobly

triumphing over the fafcinations

of beauty, and the ftimulus of

paflion.

I fliould have thought higher
of the gentleman, had he wholly

fuppreffed the correfpondence ;

perhaps it was one of thofe nu-

merous inftances, in which poor
human virtue required the fup-

port of external applaufe, in ad-

dition to the folace of felf-ap-

probation ; fo eminent a charac-

ter might think, and with reafon,

that his example would give effi-

cacy to the leflbns he had fo Ion

been teaching j and, there is

good reafon for fuppofing, that

the letter in queftion, was not

publifhed till after the death of

all the parties concerned.

But, whatever the impulfe un-

der which he adled^ no confider-

atiou
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ation ought to prevent our ac-

knowledging and admiring fo

extraordinary an inftance of vir-

tue.

Madam,
It would be ridiculous

in me, after the late intimation

you were pleafed to favor me
with, to affect: any longer an ig-

norance of your fentiments,

however oppofite an approbation
of them iriuft be to the dictates

of reafon and juftice. This ex-

preffion, madam, I am fenlible

may appear inconfiftent in the

mouth of a polite man, but I

hope it is no difgrace to zjincere
one.

In matters of importance, de-

licacy ought to give way to truth,

and ceremony muft be facrificed

to candor : an honefl freedom is

the privilege of ingenuity ; and

the mind, which is above the

practice of deceit, can never

floop to the guilt of flattery on
fuch a point.

Give me leave, madam, to re-

mark, that the connection fub-

fifting between your hulband

and myfelf, is of a nature too

ftrong for me to think of injur-

ing him in a point where the

happinefs pf his life is fo mate-

rially concerned. You cannot
be infenfible of his goodncfs, or

my obligations ; fuffer me to

.obfcrye, that were J capable of

fuch an action, how much fo

ever my behaviour might be re-r

warded by your paffion, I muft

be defpifed by your reafon ; and

though I might be efteemed as a

lover, I mould be hated as a

man.

Highly fenfible, madam, of

the power of your beauty, I

am determined to avoid an in-

terview where my peace and

honor may be for ever loft. You
have paflions you fay, madam j

but give me leave to anfwer,

that you have underftanding
alfo ; you have a heart fufcepti-

ble of the tendered impreffions,

but a foul, if you would chufe to

awake it, above an unwarrantable

indulgence ofthem
;
and let me

entreat you, for your own fake,

to refift any giddy impulfe, or

ill-placed inclination, which {hall

induce you to entertain a thought

prejudicial to your honor, and

repugnant to your virtue.

I, madam, am Tar from being

infenfible, I too have paflions j

and could my fituation, a few

years ago, have allowed me a

poffibility of fucceeding, I fhould

have legally foliated that happi-
nefs which you are now too rea-?

dy to beftow.

I had the honor, madam, of

flipping at Mr. D 's, where

I firft faw you, and (hall make

no fcruple in declaring, that I

never
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never faw a perfon fo
irrefiftibly

beautiful, or a manner fo excef-

fively engaging, but the fuperi-

ority of your circumftances, pre-
vented any declaration on my
fide ; and, though I burnt with
a flame as ftrong as ever filled

the human breaft, I laboured to

fupprefs, or at leaft ftudied to

conceal it.

Time and abfence at length
abated a hopelefs paflion, and

your marriage with my patron,

effectually cured it. Do not

now, I befeech you, madam,
endeavour to re-kindle that fire

which I muft never think to fanj
do not now, I befeech you, de-

ftroy a
tranquillity I have juft

begun to tafte, nor blaft your
own honor, which has been
hitherto fpotlefs and unfullied.

My beft efteem is ever your's;
but, mould I promife more ?

Confider, I conjure you, the

fatal neceflity I mould be under
of removing myfelf from an in-

tcrcourfe fo dangerous. In any
other commands, difpofe of your
moft humble and devoted,

J.A.

QEPULCHRAL INSCRIP-
5
TION, to the Memory of the

Duke D'Enghien, part of one,-

by a gentleman to whom this

collection has been before oblis:-

k

Sljle gradum viator.

Hie jacet

LudovicusAntoninus de Bourlon,

Dux B'Engfyieji,
E regio GallorumJanguine,

Vlrtutis avitce hceres et cemulus

A Cor/ica lellua

Miferrime dilaceratus.

Mox, eodem ungue,

Perituri Europce reges;

Ni tigrem, fanguine elriam,

Socia et prompta manu,

Igne etferro aggrediantur.

Ad arma gentes non lachrymas!

QERJEANT in the Guards, ex-

tra6l of a letter from one,

during a campaign in Flanders, to

his wife in London.
"

Pray fend me a few newf-

papers, as I want fadly to know-

how we go on, and what we are

doing."

C ERVIN, a young Frenchman,
of good family, who attended

the Duke of Sully on his em-

bafly to England, in the year
fixteen hundred and three, at the

prefling requeft of his father, a

remarkable and earned requeft ;

it was, that he would try to

make him an honeft man
;

this

induced that great minifter to

fearch into his character.

He found him of a genius fa

lively>
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lirely, that nothing could efcape
his penetration, and of a me-

mory fo retentive, that he feemed

never to forget ; well acquainted
with philofophy, mathematics,

fortification, and religious con-

troverfy : to thefe qualifica-

tions were added, a knowledge
of the dead, as well as the

modern laguages, and a peculiar

talent at mimicry, which, with

great mufical and vocal (kill,

rendered his company highly

agreeable ;
he was of a well made

vigorous form, expert as well as

graceful in mod manly exercifes.

But the fame man, thus high-

ly endowed, was falfe, cruel, and

cowardly ; a (harper, a drunkard,

and a glutton ; and notwithftand-

ing his rank in life gave him a

right as well as opportunity to

affociate with the firft characters

for rank or fame, he delighted in

the vileft of company, in fenfu-

ality without refinement, which,

with other bafe purfuits, cut

him off in the flower ofhis age.

Servin, whofe character I fuf-

pe& has been embelliflied by the

invention, or darkened by the re-

fentments of Sully, at once a

miracle and a monfter, is an ad-

ditional proof, that happjnefs

does not confift ill a pofleffion of

the greatefl perfonal and exter-

nal advantages, but in a right ufe

and application
of them ; and,

when we confider, that of him tq

whom much is given, much will

be required, mediocrity of talent

is rather to be defired than fplen-

did ability and high attainment.

OERBELLONE, FABRICI-^
US, a catholic commander,

patronized and employed againft

the proteftants of Avignon and

Orange, by Pope Pius the fourth,

and that unfeeling emperor,
Charles the fifth.

This fatellite of the Vatican,

blots the prefent page, only for

the purpofe of recording an

'execrable refinement of cruelty,

united with religious rancor,wor-

thy the monfters who employed

him, and highly gratifying to his

own brutality of manners, and

thirftfor blood.

Having as he imagined, ex-

haufted his invention in fearch

of new modes of torture, by fuf-

pending in chimnies, impaling,

and roafting by flow fires, the

unfortunate wretches who fell

into his hand?, and by other

means too (hocking and too in-

decent to recite : he procured a

number of Geneva Bibles, and

folding the leaves into long and

narrow flips,
he larded with them

the bodies and limbs of his mifcr-

ablc victims, previous to his com-

mitting them to the flames. Ad-

cling infult to injury, he told

them, in the agonies of death,

" That he knew it was an edi-

tion
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tion of the Bible they were at-

tached to, and he was determined

they fnould have enough of it."

Such have been the enormities

of thofe who fancied they were

doing God fervice, and fulfilling

their duty, under a gofpel which

preaches love and good-will to-

wards man. Such are the effe&s

of blind bigotry and inflamed

zeal ; fuch the confequences of

pra&ifingthe externals, the mum-

meries, and the ceremonies, with-

out imbibing the fpirit of Chrif-

tianity.

I record with forrow, that Ser-

bellone died a natural death in

fifteen hundred and fixty-fix. The
world has for centuries been

deafened with the deed of Brutus

in the Capitol. Was there no

kind dagger, no friendly hand in

compaffion to violated nature and

ppprefled humanity, to rid the

world of fuch a MONSTER.

The dictator, with all his

faults, was a man, he poflefTcd

many endearing and amiable

qualities, and as the fequel proved,
had adopted a conduct, beft cal-

culated for the bafe, degenerate

dregs of Roman corruption.

SETTLEMENT OF CHIL-
DREN, the ferious concern

of many an anxious parent, in

the middle ranks of life, to

whom this (hort article is ad-

^refled,, as a friendly hint.

Such perfons in felecling fitu-

ations for their fons, cannot be

too careful, not only of the kind

of man, but the kind of I'uji-

nefs, in which they place their

child.

HE OUGHT IN EVERY IN-

STANCE TO BE INSTRUCTED IN

SOME MANUAL ART or handi-

craft, by which, if opportunity or

capital prove wanting, toJet him

up, he may fecure tohimfelf the

means of fubfiftence in a iubor-

dinate iituation.

It is too great a facrifice to

fink a large fum of money, per-

haps half a child's fortune, and

feven of the moft important years

ofhis life, to doing the honors of

a counter, defcanting on muflin,

long lawn, and pearl necklace,

or learning to bear with women ;

who after turning things up-
fide down an hour or two, ru(h

out in fearch of another goodfort

of creature as ever lived.

Fathers of families ought alfo

to know that there are many Lon-

don tnidefmen,affiftedby country

correfpondents, who confider this

method of enfnaring the un-

wary, as a fair and important

fource of income.

A man will read this article,

and ought to blufh while he reads

it, who profefTes without fcruple,

after he has drank a bottle of

port, at another man's table, that

by this unfair and dishonorable

traffic
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traffic, he has realized more than

three thoufand pounds.
If this unfeeling, this difhonefl

man, after having entrapped the

victims of his avarice, would

only have paid a little attention

to their moral condu<t, but more

particularly to their mode of

puffing the evening after hours

of bufinefs, it would be fome

palliation of his crime ;
but

by a union of negligence and ill-

ufage, he tempts or provokes

them to efcape from this bird of

prey ;
is thankful that he has

got rid of them', pockets their

xnoney, and fits down infamous

and contented.

I compare fuch a man to the

inhabitants of certain parts of the

fea-coaft, who by falfe lights, and

other abominable means, deceive

and miflead unfortunate coafters;

and, when the unfortunate failors

have been (hipwrecked by their

felonious arts, then plunder and

Bialetreat them.

Some of the young men com-.

iiiitted to the care of this highly

culpable character, might be met

with inNew Holland or the New-

gate Calendar, and it is far from

my wifh to fay, that they were

wholly free from blame.

I only wifli to imprefs and dif-

fufe an idea, that the duty of

thofe who take apprentices and

pupils, and of thofe who commit

01 recommend them to the care

of others, is aweful and impor-
tant.

He, who by negligence, ill-

ufage, and improper expofure to

temptation, drives or entices

young men, into rafhnefs, folly

or crime, participates largely in

their guilt ; and he who can but

does riot prevent it, in the mean

hope of faving meat, drink, and

lodging, and creating a vacancy
for another dupe, is little better

than a fwindler or a highwayman.

OHAFTESBURY, LORD, a^
flagitious unprincipled ftatef-

man, and chancellor during part

of the reign of King Charles the

fecond, from whom the iniquit-

ous meafure originated, of flop-

ping payment at the exchequer,
which mined thoufands.

The king, urged by want,

and hating all conftitutional

forms, had promifcd he would

give the treafurer's ftaff, to any
man who could point out a me-

thod of railing fifteen hundred

thoufand pounds, without apply-

ing to parliament.

Shaftelbury, in the jollity of a

fecond bottle, had declared, at

Sir Thomas Clifford's, where he

dined, thai an infallible method

might be fuggefted, if the king

did not fcruple doing an unjult

act, and was not afraid of Hik-

ing a rebellion.

Qhflbrd caught at the words,

but
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but did not feem to notice them ;

he however detained Shaftefbury

in converfation, till the red of

the company departed, then ply-

ing him with wine and flattery,

two magic ingredients,
which the

noble lord could never refift, at

length drew the important fecret

from him. Leading the unguard-

ed ftatefman to his coach, he hur-

ried to court, communicated his

plan, and -the firft intelligence

Lord Shaftefbury heard in the

rporning was, that Clifford was

appointed Lord Treafurer.

Vexed at being duped, he

drove in a rage to Clifford's, cur-

fed him for an artful dog, and

laid,
"

Clifford, you have leen

ploughing 'with my heifer, but

by , if I do not fliare in the

reward, I will enlighten the peo-

ple a little on the fubject, and

make the kingdom too hot for

you and your matter."

A peerage, a penfion, and the

feals, were foon beftowed, as a

fop on this political maftifT, who,

as intereft or refentment laid the

(cent, was alternately a bull -dog,

a fpaniel,
and a turnfpit, fervilely

obedient to, or rudely aflailing

royal authority.

Yet under the banners of men

like thefe, the ***** and the

********* of our day, ideots

as we are, do we fooliflily enroll

.ourfelves ;
ftrut in the degrading

|ivcry of party, adopt their cant,

their watchwords and their fury ;

facrifice our intereft, our honor,

and happinefs, to men, who, with

public intereft wholly out of the

queftion, confider us only as cats

paws, to fcratch their political

antagonifts, to fight their battles,

and procure for them the loaves,

and fifties of the treafury.

CHAFTESBURY, LORD,
grand fon of the fabject of

my laft article, and author of the.

Characteriftics.

I have not been able to difco-

ver who his lord (hip alludes to in

the following paffage,
which oc-

curs in his letter on Enthufiafm.

" A gentleman who has lately

written in defence of revived pro-

phecy, and who has Jincefallen

himjdf into prophetic ecftacies,

tells us, that the antient prophets

were under like ecftacies ;
with

divers ftrange geftures
of body,

glowing eyes, difordered counte-

nance, heaving bofom, and la-

borious refpiration;
he further

aflerts, that fuch was the practice

of the apoftolic
times.

*f The fymptoms he defcribes,

and which (poor gentleman)
he

himfelf labors under, are pre-

cifely heathenifh; and when I

lately faw him under an agitation,

uttering prophecies
in Latin, of

which, in his fober fenfes, it

feems, he is wholly ignorant,

Virgil's
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Virgil's defcription of the ago- COMMON- PLACE- BOOK, from

jiics of the Sybil were immediate- whence, their treafured riches

ly brought to my mind. flow on a neceflitous world.

Nou Vultus non color

urnus.

Non conjptse manfere comae, fed

peclus anhelum,

Et rabie fera corda tument ;
ma-

jorque videri

Nee mortale fonans : afflata eft

numine ;

Imrnanis in antro,

Bacchatur vates, magnum fi pec-

tore poflit

Excuffifie deum : tanto magis
ille fatigat

Os rabidum, fera corda domans,

jfingiiyue premcndo.

In another part, Lord Shaftef-

bury, fpeaking of certain authors

who ru(h crudely and inconti-

nently to the prefs, obferves that

it is the unhappinefs of thofe who
conceive fuddenly, not to be able

to go out their full time, but to be

very fubjecl; tomifcarriage, abor-

tion, and a mifhapen offspring.

They are not, however, the

Jefs fond of it; having in a man-
ner begotten it in public ; though
often retired> they never are

alone, having always in view

their characters as author;, and

confidering how this or that

thought would appear in their

QHERIDAN, RICHARD
BRINDSLEY, a mem-

ber of parliament, a dramatic

writer, an acute politician, and

a grandfon of the companion of

Swift
; a fituation which Dr.

Sheridan found in every refpetSt

not the moft defirable, as the

dean confidered himfelf autho-

rized by predominating prefump-

tion, to convert many of his

refpectable cotemporaries into

butts, for the exertion of his ta-

lent at ridicule and fatire.

A frefli proof of the defects of

the editor of this work, in tafte

and judgment, will probably be

produced againft him when he

profefles that the School for

Scandal, for original invention,

ufeful application to the purpofes
of life, and

intcrefting combina-

tion of incident, is not in his

opinion, that production, for

which Mr. Sheridan will be moft

indebted for the eftabtifhment of

his pofthumous fame.

The plot, evidently, and as I

underftand from the author's

contention, avowedly borrowed

from his mother's novel, Sydney
Biddulph; the fentimonts, and

the leading plan, profl-fiedly

Henry Fielding's ; while Charles

and Jofeph Surface, arc in renl-
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ity, the Tom Jones and Blifil of

our great novelift, with the addi-

tion ofafplendid varnilh of mo-
dern manners and fafhionable

refinement. But the unanfwer-

able, the omnipotent argument

againfl the School for Scandal is

its inexpediency., and its corrupt

influence on life and manners.

Yet with thefe and other draw-

backs, Mr. Sheridan's comedy,

compared to the productions of

his cotemporaries, is a mountain

of Golconda diamonds, to a mole-

hill ofBriftol ftone.

With all its merits of neat di-

alogue, lively repartee, and hu-

morous fally, I had rather be the

author of the converfation parts,

but not the dramatic fatire of the

critic, which is frequently forced

and unfounded; I alfo prefer his

fpeeches on the impeachment,
in Weftminfter-hall, his mo-

nody to the memory of Garrick,
and his attacks on Mr. Pitt, du-

ring the progrefs of the Tobacco

Bill, through the Houfe ofCom-
mons ; which laft, whether con-

fidered as extern pore effufions, or

premeditated elaborate fpeeches,

pleafe me beyond any of his pro-

ductions, by a rare union of wit,

argument, and ludicrous ana-

logy.
" Mr. Sheridan/' faid a lady,

whofe converfation I had rather

liften to, than to Sheridan's beft

play,
" Mr Sheridan is a fool

if he pays a bill to one of the

tradei'men who receive his come-

dy with fuch thunders of ap-

plaufe ;
he ought to tell them, in

the words of Charles, that, for

the life of him, he could never

make his juftice keep pace with

his generofity, and they could

have no kind of right to com-

plain."
The lady's remark is well

founded and juft ; our author, it

muft be confcfled, has, in a maf-

terly manner, blown up and ex-

pofed the covered ways, the

mines and countermines of hypo-

crify, cant, felfifli plaufibility,

and cunning.

But, I fear, he has put to

flight, at leaft out of counte-

nance, a due attention to the

common duties of life, decent de-

portment, purity of manners, and

regularity of conduct. In a word,

or rather in his own words, he

has damned fentiment, and

brought into difcredit and fuf-

picion that appearance of mo-

rality and ferioufnefs, which has

been pronounced the foil for

every virtue; and which, how-

ever at times it may have ferved

to difguife fraud and duplicity,

was the nurfe of religion, and, in

a thoufand inftances, highly fer-

viceable to the interefts and con-

venience of fociety.

RIDICULE is NOT THE TEST
OF TRUTH ; AND HE WHO LONG

PER-
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PERSISTS IN LAUGHING AT REC-

TITUDE, IS NOT FAR FROM 'THE

PRACTICE OF FLAGITIOUS CON-

DUCT.

Mr. Sheridan, has applied to

morals a theory, which certain

vifionary writers, who fancied

themfelves philofophers, have

applied to drefs. " Can it pof-

fibly be of any confequence,"
cried thefe fuperficial reafoners,
" fo affiduoufiy to cover the

knees and necks of our fe-

males."

By a fpecies of logic, which

operates when argument is in-

effectual, our author has obliged

religion and morality to lower

their pre-eminent and towering

mien, to drop or to conceal their

creft and cap of maintenance.

By the artillery of flirugs and

fmiles, the irrefiRible laugh, and

embarraffing perfiflage, he has

levelled the flight but ufeful bar-

riers of opinion, which defended

goodnefs, not only from attack,

but from the fear and peril of

it.

He has torn down the thin,

the facred, the delicate, but, ef-

fectual veil, which feparated

refined pleafure from fenfual-

ity 'j which, while it helped to

protect our beft and deareft

joys from unhallowed hands,

gave a thoufand charms to the

circumrtances of love, friendfliip,

ambition, pleafure, and intellec-

tual toil.

.
A man formed on the plan of

Charles Surface, the hero of the

School for Scandal, would be a,

pleafant companion at table^ a

generous, open-hearted dog, that

character fo fafcinating to man-
kind

;
a friend to moft perfons,

and no man's enemy lut his own.

In many trying (ituations of life,

he would be the hero of huma-

nity, a Chriftian in act, if not

in faith, a demi-god ; but his

compofition would be of mate-

rials not calculated for forming a

ufeful member of fociety, a huf-

band, a father, or a friend.

Mahogany, fatin-wood, ebonyv
and a variety of beautiful veneers

for inlaying, furnifli the cabinets

and faloons of the curious and

wealthy, with numerous articles

of elegance and I'plendor ; but

for the daily and more neceffary

purpofes of building and manu-

facture, deal, oak, afh, and elm,

afford coarfer but more fervice-

able materials.

During the debates on the To-

bacco Excife a&, in which, fays

a friend at my elbow, Mr. Pitt

had the argument, and Sheridan

the wit on his fide, the following

is part of a fpeech of the fubjet
of this article.

Borrowing terms from the fub

jel, Mr. Sheridan defcribed the

4 Pro "
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progrcfs and manufacture of the

bill iu queftion :
" The original

leaf (he obferved) after a chemical

tinge from the crown lawyers, and

being dufted and rifted at the

Treafury, receives a permit from

the Houfe of Commons; but

who, Mr. Speaker, mail guard

again ft the difpenfing powers with

which the commiflioriers are

armed ? Affifted by the hint of

fome damn'd good natured friend,

they may fay to an unfortunate

imuggler, you oppofed govern-
ment at the general election,

you are a rank blue and buff; you
have long carried on a contraband

trade, and can expe6t no mercy ;

but, for the perfon behind you,
I fee by his orange cape, that he

is an honeft fellow, he is not one

of the meddling faction, which

on every occafion is voting againft

us
;

his fine (hall certainly be

mitigated.
<(

Befides, the commiftloners,

in an inftance on record, have

obliged parliament to fah&ify

error, and legalize, falfe tefti-

mony ; they have determined

Clarke's hydrometer, to be the

beft and only legal ftandard, al-

though in a public court of juf-

tice, when a man was tried for

keeping fpirit above proof, it

was determined, that this hydro-
meter was falfe, inaccurate and

erroneous, by the evidence of

many refpetable officers of the

revenue, as well as the declara-

tion of Clarke himfelf, the origi-

nal inventor.
" Is it pofllble, Sir, to provide

againft the capricioufnefs of an

Engliih climate; the different

qualities, fweatings, and fermen-

tations, of an article like tobacco ;

which, on one hogfhead, has been

known to gain ten pounds in

weight, and on another, to lofe

forty ; though landed together
from the fame (hip, and kept in

the fame warehoufe ?

" Can you controul fermen-

tation by al of parliament ? will

the elements fubmit to. the fta-

tute-book ? If, however, means

can be invented to obviate thefe

objections, your excifemen muft

be fent forth, with thermometers,

inftead of ink bottles, hanging at

their button-holes: permits muft

be iflued for damps and fogs ; we
muft take fecurity of Chriltmas

for froft, and make Auryuft e;ive* O O
a bond for fine weather."

Complaints of the flow rewards

of eminent endowment, have

been frequent; reams of paper
have been moiftened by the

wailings of neglected merit. In-

ftead of argument or reply, I pro-

duce, the member for Stafford j

who, after furmounting' the ob-

ftacles of unpleafing form, nar-

row fortune, peculiar paternal

fituation, miniflerial frowns, and

an unpopular opinion of his prin-

ciples,
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ciplcs, has attained a pre-emi-

nence, which enables him to

meet, on even ground, the proud

polleflbrs of hereditary honor and

wealth.

To crown his triumphs, foothe

his ibrrows, gild the ftorms, and

fhare the fun-fliine of life, hea-

ven alio blefled his love, with one,

who united harmony with fenti-

ment, and ibftnefs with good
fenfe. Wit, worth, and beauty,

fliall long lament the death of

the amiable Mrs. Sheridan, to

whom her hufband did not know
his obligations, till deprived of

them.

Without this friend, compa-

nion, counfellor, and guide, I

am perfuaded he never would

have overtaken or retained the

objects of his purfuit in litera-

ture and ambition.

The following lines, pathetic,

tender, fentimental and picture
-

fque, are part ofStanzas addrefled

to this lady, before marriage, in

confcquence of a trifling differ-

ence in opinion.

I have often faid, and again

repeat,that I mould have preferred

the pofleffion of fuck a wife, to

all the talents and all the good-
fortune of her hulband. Multis

ilia loins flelilis occidit.

Tell me, thou grotto of mofs-

cover'd (tone,

And tell me, thou willow witk

leaves dripping dew,

Did Delia feem vex'd when Ho-
ratio was gone,

And did (he confefs her refent-

mcnt to you ?

Did (lie frown when I dar'd

to advife,

And figh when flie faw that I did

it with zeal ?

True, true, filly leaves, fo {he did,

I allow,

She frown'cl, but no rage in her

looks cou'd I fee ;

She frown'cl, but reflection had

clouded her brow,

She figh'd, but perhaps 'twas in

pity to me.

Then wave thy leaves bri fleer, thou

willow of woe ;

I tell thee, no rage in her looks

cou'd I fee;

I cannot, I will not, believe it

was fo,

She was not, (he cou'd not, be

angry with me.

I cannot conclude this article

without beftowing a tribute of

warm approbation, on the meri-

torious conduct of Mr. Sheridan,

fince the recommencement of

hoftilitics with France, as a pa-

triot, a member of parliament, and

an Englifhman ; -Jijic omnes.

Yet,
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Yet, when certain bills were

parting the Houfe of Commons,

bills at the time very unpopular,

but to which we owe our lafety,

the Lord Mayor of London, Sir

James Saunderfon, offered a bet

of one hundred and twenty gui-

neas to fix, that, if they paffed,

Mr. Sheridan would be a prifon-

er in the Tower within two

months.

The worthy magiftrate pro-

bably milled by alarm, was mif-

taken in his prophecy; the mem-

ber for Stafford never went tofee
the lions.

(DHEPPEY, an ifland at the

^ mouth of the Medway.
The clergyman's falary of a

chapel at this place being fin all,

and the fervice performed only

once a month, fome of the pa-

rifhioners, were defirous of more

frequent opportunities for pub-

lic worfhip, and converfed on

the fubjec't
with their minister;

he offered, and I think not un-

reafonably, that if the parifh

would add ten pounds a-year to

his income, to preach arid pray

once a fortnight.

A meeting was held to difcufs

the bufinefs : but the propofal

of the clergyman was not ac-

ceded to. A profane rogue,

whofe wit fometimes runs away
with his difcretion, informed the

divine,
" that if he would abate

VOL. III.

ten pounds a-year in their tythes,

they would excufe his coming at

all."

CHIP-BUILDING.^ I once heard the following
words pronounced at table, in a

loud and authoritative tone of

voice
; but as thefe accompani-

ments are not always proofs of

correct information, I re-print

them, in the hope of provoking

difcuflion, on a fubjecl: of confi-

derable importance, in our pre-
fent petition.

" On almoft every occafion,

the French (hips of war, are

found to outfail the Englifh ; but

the fame difference is not obfer-

vecl between their merchantmen
or privateers and ours. This is

eafily accounted for
; private

builders encourage ingenuity, but

in the public dock-yards, merit

paffes unnoticed."

. Since my laft impreffion, I

have difcovered, that the utterer

of thefe words, a three bottle

man, is collaterally connected

with & private yard.

QILIUS ITALICUS, a Roman^ writer during the reign of

Nero, and fufpected of acting as

a ftate-fpy to that abominable

emperor.
After having fecured a fplen-

did independence, he isdefcribed

by Pliny, as enjoying, notwith-

ftanding the fuppoled obliquity

N of
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of his cpnduct, the friendfhip of

many eminent characters. At-

tra&ed by his talents or his

wealth, they daily vifited him

in his bed chamber, to which he

was many years confined, by
a painful and incurable difeafe ;

from this he at length deliver-

ed himfelf, according to the mif-

taken maxims of the age, by

voluntary death.

Deriving his origin from Pa-

trician blood, he refided in the

villa of Cicero, at Tufculum,

with elegant hofpitality ; and is

praifed by Martial, who frequent-

ly rtiared the luxuries of his table.

His friends were inclined to

forget,- in the charms of his con-

veriation, the difgraceful fource

from which his wealth is faid to

have flowed. But, in the eye of

fober reafon, and impartial juf-

tice, nothing can wipe off the

odium of thofe crimes which

have been imputed to the poet, of

which, as we do not poflefs the

whole of the evidence, it is not

eafy, after a revolution of feven-

teen centuries, to determine his

innocence or guilt.

I will not pretend exactly to

define, how far generofity and

charitable contribution can di-

minim the infamy of diihonor-

able conduct, and contraband

accumulation. " Were I a

public defaulter, or a notorious

itate offender," fays a modern

writer,
<e after having amafled,

by public plunder, a minifterial

eftate, I would, before my coun-

try was irretrievably impoverifhed,

and the principles of a free con-

ftitution wholly frittered away;
I would fuddenly aflfecl: qualms
of compunclion, deTert my knav-

ifh afibciaU;-, and, for the re-

mainder of my life, endeavour,

by public fpirit, benevolence,

and difinterefted exertion, to

compcnfate for the mifchief I

had done."

Various have been the opini-

ons of critics on the merits of

Silius Italicus, as a writer. Sca-

liger is unwilling to allow him

even the name of a poetj and

defircs a learned correfpondent,
to produce a (ingle paflage from

his works, remarkable either for

ftrength of fentiment, or metri-

cal harmony.
This is not the firft inftance of

Scaliger's differing from a gene-
ral opinion j perhaps we ought
not to pay the nioft fubmiffive

obedience to the judgment or the

tafte of a man, who preferred

Martial to Catullus, and pro-

nounces Fracaftorius, the beft

Latin poet after Virgil.

Yet, Muretus, fully equal in

erudition and diicernment to Sca-

liger, calls the fubjeft of this

article, an excellent poet ;
a de-

cifion to which I am ftrongly

tempted to aflent. I never read,

with-
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\vithout xemotion and delight, his

charming lines on the Power of

Mufic, in the eleventh book
j
his

Encomium on Ennius, in the

twelfth, and on Homer, in the

thirteenth
;
but more particular-

ly, the addreffes of Pleafure and

Virtue to Scipio, in the fifteenth

book.

The cloud of doubt and fufpi-

cion which envelopes the politi-

cal character of Silius, has pro-

bably induced many critics to

deny his poetical merits
j but

they are perfectly diftinct, and

totally independent of each other.

And however ready we may, and

ought to be, to render juftice to

moral purity and uncorruptcd in-

tegrity ; every age of the world

has artorded flagrant proofs, that

it is not only poflible, but fre-

quent, for the heft of writers to

be the word of men.

It would be unjuft, whenever

Silius Italicus is fpoken of, not

to mention Moniieur de Ville-

brun's excellent edition, printed

in 1782, improved from the

fcarce imprefiion of Pomponius,

publifhed in 1471, and enriched

with a long fragment, difcovered

in the library of the King of

France.

CMITH, ADAM, an acute^
writer, on the Wealth ofNa-

tions, whole book may be called

a
hiftory of human induftry, in

which the improvements and de-

fects of agriculture, manufac-

tures, arts, commerce, revenue,

and public expenditure, are

delineated by the hand of a

mafter.

This author is a ftriking in-

ftance of the power and influ-

ence of literary exertion well di-

re&ed : he has inftru&ed ftatef-

men, dtreled fenajes, and im-

proved kings.

The fpirit of barter or ex-

change may be traced from the

favage, who offers the (kin of an

animal he has juft hunted down
and fed on, for a nail or a bauble,
to the weal thy merchant, who ex-

ports the produce of his native

country^ after it .has afforded

food and employment to thou-

fands, and receives raw materials,

with which, in a more improved

form, he fupplies a variety of fo-

reign markets.

A fuperficial obferver would

naturally confider that Country as

the moil wealthy, which poffefled

mines, and the greateft quantity
of the precious'metals ; but Spain
and Portugal are ftriking proofs
how eafily fuch countries may
be drained of their fpecie by
poorer, but more enterprizing

neighbours. Raw materials and

the greateft aptnefs for increafing

their value, are in fat the only
real riches, the productions of

the earth, bullion, and labor, the

N 2
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(lamp or mint-mark, which gives

currency and utility to the metal.

Had the pofleflbrs of Mexico
and Peru been directed by the fame

energy of mind to their wool and

their grapes, which -impelled
them to the golden but bloody
harvefts of South America, they
would long fin ce have felt the en-

livening rays of literature, com-
mercial profperity, and happi-

nefs,

One of Dr. Smith's axioms

cannot be too often repeated to

minifters, and city members,
who exercife their induftry with

io much alacrity, in fabricating
and defending bounties, draw-

backs, and prohibitions.
"

Every fyftem which endea-

vours by extraordinary encou-

ragement, to draw a greater fliare

of the capital of the fociety to-

wards a particular fpecies of in-

duftry, than would naturally go
to it ; or by extraordinary re-

ftraints, to force, from a particu-

lar fpecies of induftry, a fhare,

which would othervvife be em-

ployed in it, is fubverfive of the

great purpofes it means to pro-

mote, retards the progrefs of a

country to wealth, anddiminifhes

tne value of. the annual produce
of its land and labor.

11 A free and open colony trade

prefents a great though diftant

fale, for Inch product as exceeds

the demands of the mother coun-

try ; but this advantageous inter-

courfe, when it degenerates into

a monopoly, deftroys other ufeful

branches of commerce nearer

home.
"
By fuiting to one particular

market only, io great a part of

the indnftry and commerce of

Great Britain, it has rendered it

more precarious, and lefs fecure

than if their produce had been

accommodated to a greater vari-

ety of purchafers. A monopoly

deprcfles the induftry of other

countries, without increafing that

of our own; to promote the little

intereft of one little order of men,
in one country, it hurts the inter-

efts of all other orders of men, ia

all countries.

Thefe reflections naturally lead

Dr. Smith to the commercial fo-

vereigns in Leadenhall-ftreet,
" whole interefts, as kings and as

merchants, are conftantly oppohte
to each other,and too often deftruc-

tive to thofe who have the misfor-

tune to be at once both their fub-

ject and their cuftomers
j as fo-

vereigns, it is their intereft to fell

the European goods they export,

as cheap, and to buy India goods
as dear as poffible; but as traders,

theirintcreft is direclly thereverfe.

" Exclusive companies afe

therefore nuifances in every re-

fpeft, and the genius of the go-
vernment of the Eaft India com-

pany being eflentially, and incu-

rably
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rably faulty, in Europe, its ad-

miniftration in India muft be

ftill worfe. To trade more or

lefs on their own accounts,

which, at ten thoufand miles diu>

ance, can never be prevented ;

to exclude rivals, to buy cheap,
and to fell dear, in fliort, to

make government fubfervient to

the purpofes of monopoly, is,

and ever will be., the buiinefs of

their fervauts.

<e In a fyftem fo radically de-

fective, and founded on injuftice,

can we wonder at human inte-

grity being unable to refift temp-
tation ? Can we be furprized

that the fervants employed in a

government, commercial, and,

of neceffity, military and defpo-

tic, being corrupted ? Indeed,

it is a iingular adminiftration,

in which every member wifties

to get out of the country as foon

as he can, with his whole for-

tune ; and, as foon as this defi-

rable event has taken place, he is

perfectly indifferent if Hindoftan

and Malabar were fwallowed up

by an earthquake."
The national aflembly of

France evinced, from the begin-

ning, a ftrong diflike to mono-

polies ; they diflblved the French

Eaft India company, and voted

the whole fyftem of fuch re-

ilraints to be pernicious,
" be-

caufe they colled the principles

ofmotion and oflife> into a fmall

part of the body politic, but

leave a languor and want of en-

ergy in all the reft/'

,Yet it is to be feared, that the

interefts of Great Britain, and

thofe of the Eaft India company,
are fo intimately involved, that

any accident which (hould demo
lifh the fabric of that ftupendous

monopoly, would inevitably drag

down, in common ruin, the

fources of revenue which fupport
the mother country. On this

plea alone, can be excufed the

arbitrary mandates of the board

of controul, which, compared to

the moft alarming claufes of Mr.

Fox's bill, are the crufliing paws
of a tiger, to the velvet foot of a

dormoufe.
"

Equally injurious andunjuft
are many domeftic reftriftions

on labour, manufactures, and

trade, which under various names

and pretences, all tend to reftrain

competition. Among thefe, we

may reckon the exclufive privi-

leges of incorporated bodies and

towns, where only freemen can

carry on trade ; the laws againft

workmen combining againft their

matters, who, in their turn, are

perpetually uniting in cabals

againft their fervants and the

public, with impunity ; the li-

mitation of the number of ap-

prentices iu particular crafts, and
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myfter
:
es, and the unneceflary

exlenfion of the term of appren-

ticefhip.
tf The property which every

man has in his own labor and

ingenuity, is the original founda-

tion of all other property, and to

hinder him from employing it in

whatever manner, or in whatever

place, he thinks proper, without

injuring his neighbour, is a direct

violation of equity. The anxiety

of law-makers, on thefe and

many other fubjects, is at once

impertinent and oppreffive.
"
Lengthening the term of ap-

prenticeuhips has no tendency to

form young people to induftrious

habits, for he only will be induf-

trious, who derives an immedi-

ate benefit from it. The great

fweetener of labor, is recompence.
" To work for a long time, and

to receive no advantage, is an in-

fallible method of creating an

averfion to it
;
and parifh appren-

tices, who are generally bound

out for long terms, for this rea-

fon fo often prove idle and

worthlefs.
" The firft inventions in fci-

ence and mechanics, were un-

doubtedly the production of deep

thought ;
but to explain and ap-

ply them, is abufmefs within the

compafs of a few lefTons. It is

true, that if trades were thus laid

open, and eafily learnt, competi-

tion would increafe, and wages
fall. The matters, the trades,

the crafts, and the myjleries,

would be injured," but what in

every cafe fhould be the princi-

pal object, the public would be

a gainer.

Another fpecies of monopoly,

that of the great dealers in intel-

lectual commodities, has not ef-

capedDr. Smith. " The endow-

ments of fchools and colleges,

by diminifhing the .neccffity of

application and exertion in the

teachers, have in fome meafure

frustrated the intention of their

founders. Whatever attracts ftu-

dents to any feminary, independ-

ent of the merit of the inftruct-

ors, tends to diminifli the ne-

ceffity of that merit ;
all dilci-

pline, and every regulation, in

which the intereft and eafe ofthe

matters are more attended to

than the progrefs of the fcholars,

inftead of forwarding, muft be

highly unfavorable to the in-

terefts of learning. The richer

the college,
the worfe calculated

it is for the purpofes of educa-

tion, and the more obftinately

averfe to improvement and alter-

ation."

In the following paffage,
Dr.

Smith forgets that it is of the

highcft importance, that the tri-

umphant feet (liould be a mild,

a rtentle tyrant ; this I am con-
t> M

J

vmced
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vinced would not be the cafe if

the fectaries got into power and

authority.
" An eftablifhed reli-

gion is only a victorious feet,

whofe chariot wheels the civil

magiftrate muft fubmiffive follow,

and enforce that obedience he

pays. A. variety of fects in reli-

gion is far from being an evil ; in-

dependent of the indifference of

doctrinal tenets merely fpecula-

tivGj a fyftematic morality, favo-

rable to good order, is generally

the corifequence.

It has been the fafhion, from

the days of Bi/Jiop Blaze, to call

wool the ftaple commodity of this

kingdom, though I have never

yet been informed, why it is more

fo than any other rude produce
that conftitutes materials for

manufacture. Neither the tan-

ner, the timber-merchant, nor

the fail- cloth weaver, "have been

fortunate enough to perfuade par-

liament, that the welfare of this

country depended on the prof-

perity of their particular trade.

"But on the fubject ofwool,the
national delufion has been, and

in fome meafure continues com-

plete. To trade in it has been ren-

dered both troublefome and dan-

gerous, by laws, breathing at

once violence and artifice. Its

.expectoration has been forbidden,

under fevere penalties and con-

fifcation j
and even its convey-

ance rendered hazardous, m
certain fituations.

" The perfons concerned in the

wool manufacture deceived the

legiflature, by faying, what is

ftill generally believed, that Eng-
lim wool was peculiar and fupe-
rior to that of any other country ;

and that foreigners could not

make fine cloth without a mix-

ture of our wool in it. This, how-

ever, is falfe, for Englifh wool

is wholly unfit &f making fine

cloth, nor can it be mixed with

Spanim wool, without injuring
its fabric/'

It may be faid in favor of pro-

hibiting the exportation of wool,

that, although the doctrine of

the manufacturer is ill-founded,

when applied to fine cloth, yet,

if wool were permitted to be ex-

ported without reftrictions, our

neighbours would, from their

poor people living, cheaper, be

able to under-fell us in the arti-

cle of coar'fe cloth, at the home
as well as the foreign market,
" A degradation of the price of

wool has been the natural confe-

quence ; and its prefent price,

compared to what it bore in the

reign of Edward the third, is as

feven to ten."

Though clothiers may congra-

tulate each other on this circum-

ftance, it is as unjuft as it is in-

jurious to the landholder and

far-
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farmer, who are thus tied down
to a particular market, and it

has undoubtedly ierved " to keep

up, if not increafe, the price of

butcher's meat ; for, if the wool

and hide give the proprietor an

inadequate compenfation, the de-

ficiency muft be made up by the

carcafe."

Though Dr. Smith doubts, I

cannot but be certain, that the

wages of the country laborer are

cruelly inadequate to the rife in

. the price of the neceflaries of life,

from natural as well as artificial

caufes. I alfo beg leave to differ

from him in opinion, when he

thinks that the cheapnefs of po-
tatoes and other common vege-

tables, fufficiently compenfates
to this ufeful clafs of men, for

the dearnefs of bread and meat,
which almoft amounts to a total

prohibition*

I need not conduct him to

Scotland for a picture of famine,
the countenances of our peafants

and country manufacturers evi-

dently difplay it :
exifting, but

not living, on the vifcid but in-

effectual food of flatulent vege-

tables, ill calculated for daily toil

and laborious exertion
; cxhauft-

ed youth rapidly finks into pre-

mature old aw. Such is the fate
w?

of thofe who furnifli us with food

and raiment, while pampwed
menials riot on the luxuries of

pur tables, and, abforbing all our

fmiles, are daily encouraged at

once to ruin and infult us.
ff To keep down the wages of

weavers, fpinners, and inferior

workmen, and to lower the price
of rude materials, but to raii'e the

price of the complete work to the

public, is the fpirit of our mer-

cantile fyftemj a fyftem feldom

advantageous but to the rich and

powerful ; to the poor and indi-

gent, in almoft every inftance,

opprefiive." This observation is

equally applicable to farmers, in

their management between them-

felves, the poor, and the public.

CMITH, CHARLOTTE, a
*^

fuccefsful wanderer, in the

regions of picturefque and pa-
thetic poetry.

It is to be lamented, that the

fine vein of folemn fadnefs, with

which the fonn.-ts of this inge-
nious woman are fo uniformly
tinctured, mould derive its origin
from domeftic inquietude \ yet I

trufl her calamities have been al-

leviated or foothed, by that pub-
lic approbation, of which fhe

has long enjoyed a confiderable

(hare.

The reality of poeticalforrou's,

has fometimes been doubted ;

perhaps in minds, where the mi-

nute hand of time has long point-
ed to ill-barred hours, it is not

eafy to remove melancholy im-

preffions, even when the clouds

of
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ofadverfity are diflipated ;
in fuch

cafes the poetefs is inconfolable,

when the woman is ferene and

happy.
As fonnets have leen a fafliion-

able compofition, and thofe pub-
liflied by the fubjecSt of this ar-

ticle were much admired, I will

contraft them with a few of the

performances of her predeceflbrs.

and cotemporaries.
Were a work of Charlotte

Smith's put into iny hand, with-

out her name prefixed, internal

evidence would almoft inftantiy

point out the author. A glowing
enthufiafm in the caufe of liberty,

a minute defcription of ruftic

icenery, with no ordinary (hare

of knowledge in botany and na-

tural philofuphyj winds rufliing

through dark palTages, and inter-

rupting the midnight filence,

while the
1 moon cafts a folemn

light through the gothic window
of an antient chapel, or between

the branches of a waving wood ;

the melancholy murmurings of

a ftream at a diftance, and the

fweet llrd of night, are objects

fhe dwells on with pleafure, and

introduces -in moil of her pro-
ductions.

To GENERAL CROMWELL.

By Milton.

Cromwell, our chief of men, who

through a cloud,

Not of war only, but detractions

rude,

Guided by faith and matchlefs

fortitude,

To peace and truth thy glorious

way hail plough'd ;

And on the neck of crowned for-

tune proud
Haft rear'd God's trophies, and

his work purfu'd,

While Darwen itream with blood

of Scots imbru'd,

And Dunbar field reibund thy

praifes loud,

And Worcefter's laureat wreath.

Yet much remains

To conquer ilill ; peace hath her

victories

No lefs renown'd than war 5 new
foes arife

Threat'ning to bind our fouls with

fecular chains :

Help us to fave free confcience

from the paw
Of hireling wolves, whofe gofpel

is their maw.

To CYRIAC SKINNER.

By thefame.

Cyriac,. whofe grandfire on the

royal bench

Of Britifti Themis, with no mean

applaufe

Pronounc'd, and in his volumes

taught our laws,

Which others, at their bar, fo of-

ten wrench :

To-
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To-day deep thoughts refolve with

me to drench

In mirth, that after no repenting
draws ;

Let Euclid reft, and Archimedes

paufe,

And what the Swede intends,

and what the French.

To meafure life, learn thou be-

times, and know
Toward folid good what leads the

neareft way.
For other things kind Heaven a

time ordains ;

And difapproves that care, tho*

wife in mow,
Which with fuperfluous burthens

loads the day ;

And when God fends a cheerful

hour, refrains.

To A NIGHTINGALE,

By Charlotte Smith*

Poor melancholy bird, that all

night long,

Tell 'ft to the moon, thy tender

tale of woe ;

Say, whence this mournful me-

lody of fong,

From what fad caufe can fuch

fweet forrows flow.

A prifon's victims wer't thou

once among,

Though now releas'd in wood-

lands wild to rove ;

Or haft thou felt, from friends,

fome cruel wrong,

Art thou the martyr of difaft'-

rous love ?

Ah ! fongftrefs fad that fuch my
lot might be,

To figh and (ing, at liberty like

thee.

The liberty for which the lady

fighed, if I miftake not, was after-

wards procured by that ufeful

paci fier of nuptial jarrs, a Proctor

in Doctors Commons.

By thefame.
The partial Mufe has, from my

carlieft hours,

Smil'd on the rugged path I'm

doom'd to tread,

And ftill, with fportive hand, has

fnatch'd wild flovv'rs,

To weave fantaftic garlands for

my head :

But far, far happier, is the lot of

thofe

Who never learn'd her deardelu-

fiveart ;

Which, while it decks the head

with many a rofe,

Referves the thorn to fefter in the

heart.

Ah, then, how dear the Mufes

favors coft,

If thofe paint forrow beft who feel

it moft.

By the late Mr. Cowper.

A rofe had been recently wafli'd

in a (how'r,

That
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That Maiy to Anna convey'd;

The plentiful moifture encum-

ber'd the flow'r

And we;o;h'd down its beautifulO
head.

I haftily feiz'd it, unfit as it was

For a nofegay, fo dripping and

drown'd j

And (baking it rudely, too rude-

ly, alas !

I fnapp'd it, it fell to the ground.
" And fuch," I exclaiin'd,

"
is

the pitilefs part,
* f Some aft by a delicate mind ;

"
Regardlefs of cruelly wringing

a heart,
"
Already to forrow refign'd.

" This pride of the garden, had I

(haken it lefs,

"
Might have bloom'd in full fra-

grance awhile;
if And the tear that is wip'd with

a little addrefs,

"May be follow'd perhaps with

a fniile."

11 ?i'efl qu'en aimant queje vive.

A thoufand cares our drooping

fpirits feize,

Ten thoufand ills our throbbing
bofoms goad ;

Deluding meteors tempt us from

our peace,

Pelay, fufpence, and fear, are

plac'd along the road.

Amid life's dang'rous wilclsj and

midnight gloom,

Thanks to that pow'r which (lieds

one ray of light ;

The fainting traveler's journey
to illume,

Through paffions maze, and er-

rors threefold night.

Tho' health deny her blifsful

gifts to me,
Tho' fortune blind, refufe a la-

vi(h (lore ;

Each pang, dear maid, is footh'd

at fight of thee,

Poflefiang thee, I never can be

poor.

The cherub, love, with fmiles

relieves my pain,

Bled with thofe fmiles, the world

(hall frown in

% Tom Ruffel.

Cou'd then the babes from yon
unfhelter'd cot,

Implore thy paffing charity in

vain ?

Too thonghtlefs youth ! what

tho' thy happier lot,

Infult their life of poverty and

pain 1

What, tho' their Maker doom'd

them thus forlorn,

To brook the mockery of the

taunting throng,

Beneath th' oppreffor's iron

fcourge to mourn,
To mourn, but not to murmur at

his wrong !

Yet,
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Yet, when their lad late evening FROM THE GREEK,
{hall decline, By the fame.

Their evening cheerful, tho' their -\r , , t r ,-- No more at midnight Ipreadmg
day dmreft, ,- ,

dire alarms,A hope, perhaps, more heavenly The b]azi beacQns rQuze the

bnght than thine,
youth to arms 5A grace by thee unfought, and

,n ruft helm^ and majls of ^
unP ffdl> ter'd hue,A fa,th more fix'd, a rapture Thebufy fpiderfpreads her fubtle
more divine, c jue .

Shall gild their paflage to eternal To toi,g ;f w^ athletk fportg
rdu

fucceed,

______ And to the trumpets blart, the

rural reed.

Love, laughter, wine, the fleet.

f
hours cm Ploy>

dance of trmmPh^ and the

By thefame.

Dear babe, whofe meaning by
fond looks expreft,

Thy only little eloquence, might

move,
The fterneft foul to tendernefs

and love.

While thus

Thou fweetlyfmil'ft

Wretch as I am, unwonted to

delight,

A tranlient gladnefs cheers my love and wine,

breaft ;
And mirth, and fong fill'd up my

Yet foon, the tears burft forth, giddy hours;
Nor was coy fcience, or the mufe

while I divine, unkind.

What chilling blafts may nip thy Ah what a change is now ! .

What in myfelf I feel, I fear for For focial converfe, and im-

theej proving talk,

But God forbid my woes fliou'd The fmiles of beauty, and the

e're be thine ! fliafts of wit,

On feeing announced the

death of *** ******#
a from

whom the writer had been long

feparated.

Friend of my earlier days, when
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Tis now my lot, for many an

irkfome day,

To fpeak of oxen, and to herd

with fwine.

Nor is this all
; fair reafon now^

at times,

Slumbers, and almoft totters on

her throne ;

Waken'd alternately by love

milplac'd,

By paffions, furious as the

northern blaft,

And keen repentance harrow-

ing up my foul.

Hail, and farewell ! O quickly
come the time,

When I like thee may mount on

wing fublime,

Yon azure
i~ky, and reach that

heav'nly clime,

Cleans'd by a Saviour's blood

from ev'ry fpot and crime.

Nymph of the Flaxen Lock,
whofe wanton curl?,

Around each fibre of my heart

are twin'd,

Like am'rous ivy on the foreft

oak ;

What tho' unfkill'd in fong, in

feftive dance,

And the gay arts of fafhionable

life,

I fail topleafe,yet thofe there are,

With beauty, worth, good fenfe,

and culture grac'd,

Who deign toMen to a wretched

man

Propitious ;
who not fear, to let

him tell his artlefs tale,

To foothe his griefs and wonder

at thy wrongs.
Yet fpite of all Maid of the

Flaxen Lock

And eye cceruleari T ftill of

thee muft think,

Of thee alone, thou fpoiler of my
peace,

And watch ; perhaps when all

thy ftores

Of frowns, rebukes, and chilling

looks are fpent,

One fmile may unawares appear,
a fmile,

Like that which chafte Diana in

a filver veil,

The bleft Endymion gave ;
with

fuch a fmile

I will not think of forrows paft,

But like a fhepherd after mid-

night ftorms,

.Hail the briHit luftre of a morn-O

ins: fun.

Pqffeffion without mutual Affec-
tion.

In virgin arms, how blefl the

lover's part,
How doth his bread rebound

with confcious pride ;

Far happier he who wins the

maiden's heart,

Feels himfclf lov'd, that blifs to

me deny'd.
Nor
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Kor them, my fair one, if per-

chance thine eye,

Thefc feeble lines 'foiije future

time (hall fee ;

Think that I dare to breathe one

rebel fio;h,& W

Again ft that heart which is re-

fus'cl to me.

The lovelieft bread, for pureft

tranfport form'd,

E'en I, who now thine icy cold-

nefs mourn ;

With gentle throb, and gentle

glow have warm'd,
Which love forbade me ever to

return.

To foothe, with fmiles, a parent's

age be thine,

Unpitied death, and blafted hope
are mine.

FROM TOM WARTON.

Altered, lut not improved.

The nine coy fillers ftruggl'd long
in vain

To burft the preflure of the Gothic

chain,

Till Edward triumph'd, and the

Laurel bough
Victorious, bloom'd on Chau-

cer's glowing brow j

Fir'd with the gift, he chang'd
to notes fublime

His Norman minftrelfy's difcor-

dant chyme ;

His matter's deeds he fun^, and

tho* the rhyme

Antique has fuffer'd from tbe

touch of time,

Still in his verfe

The fable warrior frowns on Cref-

fy's field,

And Gallic thoufands to his

prowefs yield.

May he who (its on three united

thrones,

Change THE GAUNT RUFFIAN'S

THREAT, to dying groans.

BY DR. WARTON'S FATHER.

Home is Home however homely.

From beauteous Windfor's high
and ftoried halls

Where Edward's chiefs ftart from

the tapftried walls,

To my low cot, from canopies
of ftate,

Pleas'd I return, unenvious of

the great.

So the bee ranges o'er a varied

fcene

Of corn and heath, of fallow

and of green
Pervades each thicket, foars

above the hill,

Or murmurs to the meadows

murmuring; rill,

Sips the warm fragrance of the

green-houfe bower,

And taftes the myrtle and the

citron flower.

But when return 'd to his honied

comb,
Prefers to all his littlefiraw-luilt

home.

SMOLLET
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OMOLLET, DR. a navy fur-

*^
geon, a phyfician, a novel

writer, and founder of the criti-

cal review.

This work involved his book-

feller in a law-fuit with the late

Admiral Knowlcs, who profeff-

ing that his only reaibn for com-

mencing an action was, to know

the author of the obnoxious ar-

ticle, that he might obtain fatis-

fa6tion; Smollet at once avowed

himfelf the writer, and ready to

juftify his conduit. The naval

commander immediately profe-

cuted the phyfician, who did not

forget the admiral in his Hiltory

of England, a work,which, to ufe

the words he had applied to

Knowles, fpeaking of an a6tion

at fea, did not add much to his

reputation.
In the practice of phyfic,

Smollet never was eminent, de-

fpifing finefl'e, fervility, and cun-

ning ; but it is not to record his

want of fuccefs in a profeffion

where merit cannot always m-

fure good fortune, that he is

here introduced ;
I notice him as

a novel writer, a literary depart-

ment in which he pleaies me
more than the moral, the pathe-

tic, but tirei'ome Richardfon, or

the ingenious, but diffufe Hen-

ry Fielding, with all his know-

ledge of the human heart.

I am aware, that in this deci-

fion, many readers will differ

from me
; but can they with

truth declare, that they have not

Ibmetimes yawned, and ibmc-

times flept, over the wire-drawn

pages of Grandiibn and Clarilla,

or the common-place introduc-

tory difcuffions, and tedious nar-

rative* of Jones, Jol'eph An-

drews, and Amelia.

That Fielding repeatedly dif-

plays confiderable humor, and

that paflages may be pointed out

in Richardfon, which do credit

to his imagination and under-

ftanding, equal to the beft efforts

of Smollet, I cannot deny j yet,

after perufmg their works, I

never quit them with f'uch re-

luctance as I feel on clofing the

pages of the latter.

The Adventures of Peregrine

Pickle, though culpably coarfe,

and overcharged with oaths and

indelicate allufions, I have al-

ways preferred to the other pro-

ductions of Smollet j they give,

in language, which, however it

may offend delicate ears, is always

ftrictly confident and natural in

the characters who uie it, they

-give a well-drawn picture of hu-

man life, which the thoughtleis

pupil of impulie may perule with

advantage.
From the wild unlucky boy,

teafino his aunt and the conuno-O

dore,by mifchievous pranks,and

heading & rebellion at fchool

againii his mailer, we trace the

head-
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headftrong youth, of pride un-

broken, and unbridled appetite,

plunging into folly, vice, and

cl liftpat ion; wafting his fubftance,

injuring the woman of all others

he loved, and at laft, pining in a

prifon, that fevere fchool, which

too tardily teaches us the falfe-

hood and treachery of a world,

which fafcinates only to plunder,

and bewitches only to deftroy.

Rouzed by the voice of friend-

fliip, and again reftored to afflu-

ence, he returns, with ftern re-

luftance, founded on a fenfe of

his own unworthinefs and vici-

ous imprudence, to fociety and

love ; convinced, after all the

toils of pleafure, bufinefs and am-

bition, that real happinefs is only

to be found in moderate enjoy-

ment, domeftic tranquillity, and

iopial virtue.

A good ftyle has been defined,
( e

proper words in proper places;"

and I have not met with a more

juft fele&ion of appropriate

terms, and defcriptiveexprefiions,

than in the following fhort paf-

fage of Smollet, though on a

trifling fubjecl;' it is when Tom

Pipes kills the gardener's dog.
" He was inftantly aflaulted by
the maftift", who faftened on the

outlide of his thigh. Feeling him-

felf incommoded by this aflail-

ant, he quitted the prodrate gar-

dener, turned round to the dog,

and.gral'ping the throat of that

ferocious animal with both his

hands, he fqueezed it with fuch

incredible force and perfeverance,

that the creature quitted his

hold: his tongue lolled out of his

jaws; the blood flartcd from his

eyes; and he fwung, a lifelels

trunk, in the hands of his van-

quiflicr."

His feaft, after the manner of

the ancients, replete with ilrong

humour, and pointed fatire,

in the rancour of Toryifm, he

directed againft his Whig oppo-

nent, Akenfide. But the ten-

dency of Smollet, to indelicate

and filthy defcription, cannot

be denied ; yet it mould be

recollected, in delineations of

certain circumflance, and cer-

tain characters, that it is diffi-

cult for the author, who draws

from nature and real life, to

avoid (hocking fattidious and

fcrupulous nicety.

The path of humor is pleafant

and inviting, but it is a danger-
ous one, and too often leads us

into the bye-roads of indecorum,
as well as ill-nature. To fay a

good thing, however fmutty or

malignant, is a jtcmptation

equally irrefiftible to the humor-

ift, the mimic, and the bon-vi-

vant ; and, as I have laid in ano-

ther place, we ought to recollect,

that it is the nature of all humor
to be fometimes grofs, and foine-

timcs inelegant.

In
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In this refpect, the dialogue

between Pipes, and the hedge

nymph, his mailer had acci-

dentally picked up on the road,

and afterwards introduced into

company as a fine lady, cannot

be excufed, the allufions are cul-

pably coarfe, though the ftory is

well told, and the irrefiftible

buoyancy of early impreffion,

ftrongly marked.

The behaviour of Pickle to

Hornbeck, is alfo highly unjuf-

tifiable ; not fatisfied with in-

juring that unfortunate hufband,

beyond repair, he adds perfonal

violence to infult. Yet, with

thefe, and other faults, I can-

not but confider it as a firft rate

novel, whole merits far exceed

the modern puny productions of

frivolous fafliion, and feeble fen-

timent, which load the (helves of

our circulating libraries, and

teach nonfenfe and affectation to

our wives and daughters.

Peregrine's tranfition from

mirth, petulance, and gaiety, to

anxiety, agitation, and confu-

fion, after firft beholding the

lovely Emilia Gauntlett, and

the progrefs of the generous paf-
fion of love, fo long as he je-

ftrained himfelfwithinthe bounds

of good fenfe
;

alfo the curious

mode of re-placing a loft love-kt-

tor, are well imagined.
But when the young man was

corrupted by profperity, and his

VOL. in. O

principles contaminated by excefs

and the baleful maxims of foreign

climes, that awful veneration,

which her prefence ufed to in-

fpire, gradually abated, and he

gazed on the lovely, the virtuous

Emilia, with licentious views.

After a variety of plans to lull

her vigilance and apprehenfions,
he confiders a mafquerade as a

fit place for the execution of his

purpofe.

The words of Emilia on dif-

covering his treacherous and un*

principled defign, deferve to be

repeated ; they are animated and

natural, for, what muft have been

the emotions of a virtuous, fen-

lible woman, on being thus at-

tacked by a man whom {he had

jhonored with the moft difinter-

efted affection, and genuine love?

it was not fimply horror, grief,

or indignation, but the united

pangs of them all.

As foon as her feel ings fuffered

her to fpeak, ftie thus addrefled

him.
"

Sir, I fcorn to upbraid you
with a repetition of your former

vows and proteftations, nor will

I recapitulate the little arts you
have praclifed to enfnare my
heart ; becaufe, though by dint

of the moft perfidious diffimula-

tion, you have found means to

deceive my opinion, your utmoft

efforts have never been able to lull'

the vigilance of my conduit, or

to
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to engage my affections beyond
the power of d Hoarding you,
without a tear, whenever my
honor fliould demand fuch a fa-

crifice.

tf You are unworthy of my
concern or regret, and the figh
which ftruggles from my breaft

\\hilft I make the declaration, is

<he refult of forrow for my own
wantof difcernment. As for your

prefent attempt upon my chafti-

ty, I defpife your power, and de-

left your intention : though un-

der a mafk of the moft delicate

refpecl:, you have decoyed me
from the immediate protection
ofmy friends, and have contriv-

ed other difhonorable ftratagems
to ruin my peace; I confide too

much in my own innocence,

and the authority of the law, to

admit one thought of fear, much
lefs to fink under the horror of

this fhocking fituation into which

I have been feduced.
" Your behaviour, fir, on this

occafion, is, in all refpe&s low

and contemptible ; for, ruffian as

you are, you durft not harbour

one thought of executing your
execrable fcheme, while my bro-

ther was near enough to prevent
or punifh the infult, fo that you
mufl not only be a treacherous

villain, but a moft defpicable

coward."

Having thus exprefled herfelf,

fhe quitted the room, in all the

majefty of exalted virtue, called

a chair, and committing herlelf

to the care of a watchman, was

conveyed fafely through the

midnight gloom to her uncle's

houfe.

The mortified and degraded

feelings of a man thus baffled

and repulled, are eafier imagined
than defcribed

;
the wounds of

bumbled vanity, and proftrate

infolence, were added to the

pangs of defpair : it was a heart-

rending ftruggle of love, (hame,

and remorfe, with bafe defire,

pride, ambition, and revenge.

The reproaches of a guilty

mind, and a lively conviction of

the ineftimable value of that fir ft

of jewels, an honeft female heart,

which his infamous conduct had

deprived him of, were more than

he could bear; phrenzy and dit-

traftion were the laft refuge of a

wounded fpirit.

After the offender had, in fome

degree, recovered his health and

fenfes, every art was exhaufted

to procure an interview with

Emilia, but fuch was her vigi-

lance and precaution, that his

letters were returned unopened,
and all accefs denied. From the

pains of disappointment, he al-

ternately applied for confolation

to the bottle, diffipation, politics,

and literature, but applied, as is

generally the t,ife, in vain; his

conflitution fin* s under the ef-

fort,
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fort, and his pecuniary refources

are exhaufted.

With a ruined fortune, and a

debilitated body, he hides him-

felf and his forrows in a jail;

loving Emilia to diftraftion, de-

tefting the world, and abhorring
himfelf. In this forlorn condi-

tion, he induftrioufly prevents

all intercourfe with his acquaint-

ance, particularly thofe who had

experienced his former bounty,
and obftinately perfeveres in re-

fufing every kind of proffered

affiftance from the few who dif-

covered his retreat.

The brother of Emilia, hearing
of his (it nation, and impelled by

gratitude, repairs to the prifon in

which he was confined, and

knocked gently at the door, but

when it was opened, he ftarted

back with horror and aftonim-

ment; the figure that prefented

itfelf, was the remains of his

once happy friend, but fo mifer-

ably altered and diTguifed, that

his features were fcarcely cogni~

jzable.

INSTEAD OF THE FLORID, THE

SPRIGHTLY, THE GAY, AND ELE-

VATED YOUTH, THE PUPIL OF

PLEASURE AND FASHION, HE BE-

HELD HIM PALE, WAN, MEA-

GRE, AND DEJECTED, THE HOL-

LOW-EYED REPRESENTATIVE OF

DISEASE, INDIGENCE, AND DE-

SPAIR.

Yet his eyes ftill retained a

certain unfubdued ferocity,which

threw a difrnal gleam over the

dark cloud of his afpe6t, and he

viewed in filence his old compa-
nion with a look of confufion

and difdain ; then waving his

hand, as a fignal for Gauntlett to

be gone, and leave a wretch like

him to the miferies of his fate j

nature could no longer be fup-

preffed, he uttered a deep groan,
and wept aloud.
" My dear friend," faid

Gauntlett,
"
you mall no longer

be a dupe to the deftru6tive pre-

judice of an independent fpirit ;

you muft certainly have had

jome regard for a perfon in whofe

behalf, though hitherto unknown
to me, you fo gencroufly and fo

fuccefsfully exerted yourfelf;

let me not therefore naffer the hu-

miliating repulfe of flighted

friendfliip.
f( If you will not yield to

772^

intreaties, have at leaft fome re-

gard to the wifhes of your old

friend and interceder,my Sophia;
{hould that confederation be of

no weight, will you not relax a

little for the fake of poor Emilia,

whofe refentment hath been long
fubdued by her afleclion, and

who now droops in fecret, at your

negleft?"

Every word made an impref-

iion on Peregrine, but when the

name of Eniilia was re-calied to

his remembrance, his frame un-

o 2 derweut
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tlerwent a violent agitation. With
a foftenedlook, and recovering the

faculty of fpeech, which had

been overpowered in the conflict

of paflions, he protefted to

Gauntlejt,
(f that no veftige of

anirnofity againft him remained;

that he confidered him as an af-

fectionate comrade, a friend,

whom adverfity could not alter;

that he contemplated Emilia with

the moft reverential awe, as an

object of inviolable love and ve-

neration ;
but that he for ever

difclaimed all hope of attracting

her regard.
" He excufed himfelf from

profiting by his friend's kind in-

tention, declaring, with a refo-

lute air, that he had broken off

all connexion with mankind;

that he impatiently longed fur

the hour of diffolution, which, if

it ihould not foon arrive, he was

refolved to haftenitwith his own

hand, rather than be expofed to

the contempt, and more in-

tolerable pity of a rafcally

world."

He remains obftinately bent on

this frantic determination, not-

'withftanding the zealous efforts

of expoftulating friendship, and,

but for the unexpected payment
of a large debt, which had been

given up as loft, and was almoft

forgotten, would probably have

lacrificed himfelf to that fallen,

irrational fpirit,
which leads ts

into habits productive of mifery

and ruin, and without imparting
to us fufficient ftrength of mind

to refill temptation, or ftruggle

with calamity, commences in

folly, and concludes with lelf-

deftruction.

Reconciled by this fortunate

incident to life, and the comforts

of fociety, (for we mould have

few filicides rufliing from the

fcene, if every man could lead

exactly the life he chofe) his

countenance and voice by de-

grees recover their priftine ap-

pearance and tone ;
and when he

was informed by Gauntlett, that

Emilia daily enquired after him

with tender anxiety, and paf-

fiona'te regard, the bofom of Pe-

regrine was agitated by thofe tu-

mults, which love, or any other

paffion fuppreffed, but not eradi-

cated, coriftantly excites.

In this fituation, a letter from

his miftrefs did not diminifh his

emotions.

SIR,

I have performed a

fufficient facrifice to my reputa-

tion, in retaining hitherto the

appearance of a refentment,which

1 have long difmified.

A favorable change in my
fortune impowers me to avow

my real fentiments without

fear
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fear of cenfure, or fufpicion of

mercenary defign.

I therefore 'take this oppor-

tunity of afluring you, that, if I

fiill maintain that place in your

heart, which I wa6 vain enough
to think I once poflefled, I am

willing to make the firft advances

to an accommodation
;
and have

'actually furniflied my brother

with full power to conclude it iii

the name of your appeafed

EMILIA.

After kitting the letter a thou-

fand times, and falling on his

kne'es,
" Thank Heaven," he ex-

claimed, with an air of tranfport
*'

I have not been miftaken in my
opinion of this generous woman !

1 ever believed her infpired with

the moft dignified fentiments,
and have now a convincing proof
of her magnanimity ;

it is there*

fore my buiinefs to approve my-
felf worthy her regard .

"
May Heaven inflict upon me

its keeneft vengeance, if I do not

at this inftant contemplate the

charter of F.milia, with the

mod unalterable lave
; yet, ami-

able and enchanting as me is, I

am more than ever determined to

facnlice my pafiTion to her advan-

tage ; and though life fhould fail

in the conteft, I will refufe an

offer, which otherwiie the uni-

verfe (hould not bribe me to

forego."

Under thefe imprcffioiiSi he

aniwered her letter as follows :

MADAM,
That I revere the

dignity of your virtue, with the

utmoft veneration, that I love

you infinitely more than life,

you have been Jong convinced;

but the facrifice to honor it is

now my turn to pay: and fuch is

the rigor of my deftiny, that in

order to juftify your generofity, I

muft refufe to profit by your
condefcenfion.

I am doomed for ever to he

wretched, and to figh without

ceafing, for the
polTeffion

of that

jewel, whichj though now in my
power, I cannot, I dare not eu-

jy-
I will not defcribe the an-

guim that tears my heart, whilft

1 communicate this renuncia-

tion, but appeal to the delicacy

of your own fentiments, which

can judge of my fufferings, and

will do juftice to the excjuifite

tortures I have impofed onmyfelf

by this felf-den;al.

P. P.

Peregrine foon after fucceeds

to his paternal eftate, and (not-

\vithftanding his declarations)

the ftory concludes in the ufual

manivr, with a reconciliation,

and a wedding.
1 was very young when Smol-

let's
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lett's novel fell in niy way, and

perhaps on that account, it made
a deeper impreffion, and ap-

peared in the eyes of a fchool-

boy, more worthy of attention,

and better written, than it really

is.

The forlorn fituation of Pere-

grine, his declining every kind of

proffered affi fiance, and the ob-

ftinate peculiarity of his conduct,

with regard to Emilia, I remem-

ber ftruck me as a noble exertion

of manly and philosophical for-

bearance. 1 could not help view-

ing him with envy and admira-

tion ; but the happy conclusion

was not fuitable to the enthufi-

afm ofjuvenile fancy, dreaming

of, and feeking, as objedls of

meditation, themes far more gra-

tify ing, interefting and afTe&ing,

than reafon, nature, probability,

and common fenfe.

" Had I been in fuch a filia-

tion," have I often exclaimed in

the blifsful ecftaey of fourteen,
" had / been in the circum-

ftances of Peregrine, I would

have perifhed in prifon, unafifift-r

ed
;

the cup of comfort fhould

have been daflied untafled from

my lips ; my lafl look mould

have been caft on the woman I

was dying for and adored. With-

out f'uffering myfdf to enjoy a

heaven, which was placed within

my reach, I would have turned

uny eyes from the delicious, en-

chanting fight, and funk into

everlafting fleep."

I need not add, that to the

pourer forth of fuch a rhapfody,

the novel would hare been more

pleafing, had its termination been

in the ftile of Spagnoletto, lefs

happy.
As a traveller, Smollet loft his

temper; but fome excufe is to

be made for dileafe, a mind

foured by domeftic calamity, and

ingratitude from the Earl of

Bute, who in many inftances was

generous to men very inferiot in

ability to the doctor.

Under fuch imprefiions per-

haps he ought not to have writ-

ten, but on certain occafions, the

pen affords a relief fimilar to that

of the bottle, or a round of diver-

fions ;
and where is the man,

who having found folace in any

purfuit, will not feek for com-

fort and confolation in the fame

path?
At the age of eighteen, this

writer produced the Regicide, a

Tragedy on the fubje& of James

the firft, King of Scotland, ani-

mated, nervous, and pathetic.

The character of the virtuous, the

brave, but the gentle Dunbar, is

finely contrafted with the head-

ftrong, fierce, ambitious Stewart;

while the amiableEleanora,efteern-

ing the firft, but in fpite of herfelf,

loving the latter, is diflra&ed

between paffion and duty.

Thi?
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This piece of Smollet's, excels

in language, fituation, and the

dramatic requifites, moft of the

wretched things which were pre>

fented to the public at that pe-

riod, but are now forgotten ; yet,

with all its merits, it was never

able to procure admiffion on the

ftage. I fubmit the following

paflage in a Preface prefixed to

the play, to the confkleration of

Meitrs. Harris, Sheridan, and

Colman, jun.
' ' As early as the year feven-

teen hundred and thirty-nine,

my play was taken into the pror
tection of one of thofe little fel-

lows, who fancy themfelves great
men. After being negleiled,
with the ftricteil attention to

politenefs and etiquette, I was

introduced to Mr. Lacy, of cour-

teous memory, who found means

to amufe me for two feafons, by

pra&ifing on me the various arts

of procraflination, occafionally

fvveetened with compliments and

promiles.

My patience was at laft ex-

haufled, and I. demanded from

him, in warm terms, a final an-

fwer, which amounted to a re-

fufal. The gentleman coolly

added, that he really law no great

objection to (he piece, but feared

my interefl was not fufficient to

iupport it in the reprefentation,

as no dramatic competition, how-

ever perfect) could J'ucceed with

an Eng'lt/h audience, ly its merit

only, but mujl depend in a great

meaj'are} on afaBion raifed in its

lekalf.

CNUFF, and SNUFF TA-
V KEHS ; a fhort Epifode on,

introduced in the Poem of a mo-
dern Latin poet, whofe name I

forget, I omit a tranflation, it

would only fuit a lover of Dutch
and FlemKh pictures.

xtin(6li nuper nominatus Saxo-

nis haeres,

odorifero confertas pulvere

ciftas

Repperit, hoc ftabat melioris por-

tio gazae.

Non biberat fumum fed arenani

facpe vorabat.

Dicite cenfores, utra eft demen-

tia major ?

Pulvereum tereti fervantes ventre

tabacum,
Ex ebore, ex auro, papyro, vel

cedro,

Alveoli variantur forma capaces.

Hasc contra humores armamen-

taria purgant ;

]VJomentoque trahunt quovis nu-

bem in cerebellum ;

Intonuere poli, crelris micat igni-

lus cether.

Yulgura mox, vifcufque fluunt,

et fafcia IoniumO

Dependens, madidumque gelu
et fufpiria rapta.

Adver-
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Adverfae rapida (trident de nare

procellse.

Ille etiam conus, mediam qui,

gnomonis inftar,

Diftinguit faciem, tandem quo-

que detereretur

Perpetuo affri&u

Nullo tenentur difcri-

mine fexus,

Sumitur haec crambe cun&is

fumit Afellaj

Sumit Fabullae foror, - - -

fumit Teuferia nutrix

Et Mycale lotrix, et Crefcentia

textrix.

Bojugenam audivi de conjuge
inulta querentem

- ((
Inopem mea Berta fa-

cit me
non eft infatiabi-

lis," inquit,
<e Vini aut allaej fed hei mihi,

ilia Tabaci

Tantum emit intra annum -

Quantum fufficeret fex remigi-
bus Gravelingae.

OOBIESKI, JOHN, an intre-

pid and victorious King of

Poland ;
for a (hort account of 1 be

fingular fpecies of ingratitude he

experienced, fee IMPERIAL GER-
MAN ETIQUETTE.

COCRATES, an Athenian^
fage, who profefied and be

icyed the immortality of the

foul, a (late of future rewards and

punifhments, and the exiftence

of one omnipotent, infinitely

wife, and good God.

The purity of his doctrines, ill

an age of idolatrous mythology,

expofed him to the refentment of

an enraged hierarchy, and its

deluded followers j they found

that as philofophy and common
fenfe gained ground, in the fame

proportion the fpeculations of an

abfurd theology, fell into con-

tempt.
Stimulated by envy, which is

too often excited by tranfcendent

abilities; and alarmed by exafper-

ated felfifhnefs, the enemies of

Socrates accufed him before a

popular tribunal, of defpifing the

gods of his country. On this

occafion they took advantage of

certain equivocal expreffions the

philofopher had made ufe of in

fpeaking of his Genius or Guar-

dian Angel, which he faid he

always confulted on every im-

portant occafion of his life.

Certain peculiarities in his

perfon and manners, did not ef-

cape the ridicule, (which is by
no means the left of truth,) the

ridicule of Ariftophanes, who

gradually lowered our great mo-
ralid in the public cfteem : he

was at the fame time lampooned

by Melites, an ignorant, but abu.

five poetafter, and attacked by the

rude invective of Lycon, an im-

pudent
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pudent orator, who had fecured

popular applaufe, by the coarle-

riefs and vulgarity of his raillery ;

in that age, as in the prefem, the

Ibweft orders were plcafed with,

and encouraged any flippant de-

claimer, who joins with them in

degrading iheir luperiors in rank,

fortune, or intellect.

The gold of Anytus, a wealthy
but hitter enemy of our philoib-

pher, corrupted and incited the

public mind, already inflamed

by the bale arts of calumny and

mifreprefentation. Such attacks,

and fuch insinuations, what mor-

tal merit could reiift ? The lion

was al length taken in the toils

by theie worthless reptiles ;
the

mafter of Xenophon and Plato,

the man who enlightened the. age
in which he lived by his doc-

frinesj and gave efficacy to pre-

cept by his example, was con-

demned to die, by a draught of

the juice of hemlock.

It was for the purpofe of re-

marking an expreflion he made

nfe of in his laft moments, that

1 have honored my work with

the name of io great and fo good
2 man. The words he uttered,

on this occafion, have afforded

matter of controverfy to many
learned men. After he had

fwallowed the poifon, and per-
ceived his limbs growing cold

and ftiff from its effects, he recli-

d on a couch, and covering his

head with his mantle
; remained

for a few minutes filent
;

but

fuddenly lifting up his robe, he

fixed a laft, a dyinjr look on his

friend Grito, and faid,
" We

owe a cock to j^fculapius, I de-

fire you will not forget to perform
this offering for me." He then

funk back, and expired.

This requeft of Socrates has

been considered as ironical, yet

the hour of death was not a likely

feafon for jokng,
"
Owing a cock

to JEfcnhpius," fays a French

critic,
" was a proverbial expref-

fion, adopted when perfons had

efcaped a dangerous difeafe,

as a good catholic would fay,"
* You owe a candle to fuch a

faint.'

Boileau has been feverdy and

juftiy ccnfurcd, for his fatiricai

attack on thcie words of Socrate?,

in his Equivoque. The anfwer

the poet made, by way ofexcuie,

is a finjrular indance of candor
C>

and truth perverted.
" What

o-reater facrifice could I make toO ^

Jefus Chrift, than the greateft

and moft virtuous philoibpher

among the heathens."
" The words of the Grecian

m oral i ft," lays a learned Englifh

writer,
" were deiigned by him,

to (hew his compliance, in a cer-

tain degree, with the ettabliflied

rites of his country ; as he found

it impoflible to eradicate vulgai

prejudices at once, he thought

yield-
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yielding a little to the opinions

of his countrymen, the molt

likely method of obviating that

perfecution, which he feared his

friends and difcipl.es might expe-
rience after his death."

Between opinions which de-

fcribr, our philofophcr as a tem-

porizer, or a trifler, it is not eafy

to decide. Thof'e who may tri-

umphantly exult, becaufe Socra-

tes fufiered death for oppofing
the eftabliihed religion of his

country, will do well to confider,

that the profecution carried on

atrainft him was fomented by vile
1 O J

unmanly arts, by irritating the

fuperftitious and intolerant fpirit

of the mulitude.

But let the defenders and imi-

tators of fuch conduit recollect,

that the fame vindictive fpirit

which the murderers of Socrates

had raifed againft the philofopher,

was, in a ihort fpace of time, by a

natural procefs, turned againft

thcmfelves; that the fword of

perfecution, which they had ori-

ginally unfheathed, was at laft

plunged into their own bqioms.

Part of the following paflage

from Cicero, accounts for the

refentment rouzed againft the

illuuVious character who is the

fubjeft of my prefent article.

" Socrates primus philofo-

phiain devocavit e cceio, in ur-

bibas locavit, ct in domos intro-

duxit ;
a rebus occultis, et ab

ipfa natura invokitis, in quibus,

ante cum omnes philolbphi oc-

capati fuerunt, ad vitam com-

munem adduxit, ut de virtutibus

et vitiis, omninoque de bonis et

malis rebus quaererent ; ccrleftia

autem vc.l procul rj/e
a no/ira

cognitior/Cf. conjeret, velji max-

ime cogjiita ejjent,
nil tamen ad

bene v'wendum conferre.

That we ih.ould live to eat,

not eat to live, were words firft

applied to and exemplified by
Socrates A;\x/{ avfi^avrag v w

ErOisifv, KVioy JE ;6i ( v U'a ^m*

In the Obferver of Mr. Cum-

berland, I have feen with regret

but without conviction, the at-

tacks of fo refpectable a writer

on the reputation of this vene-

rable and excellent Athenian.

OOHO, a diftria in London,^
fo called, from an adjoining

fquare, which is faid to have been

originally inhabited, I mean the

centre houfe facing the ftatue, by

the Duke of Monmouth ;
after

his death, its name for a few

years was changed to King's

Square.

I have heard two derivations

afiigned to the word Soho
; one,

that it was the ivord of tlw day,

at the unfortunate battle of

Sedgemoor, and given to the

fquare after the revolution, by
the partisans of the unhappy
duke.

Others
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Others are of opinion, that the

field on which the fquare and a

good part of St.Anne's parifli
now

Hands, was during the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, the fcene of

her majetty's Jield fports ; and

that having on a certain oecafion,

ftarted a hare, the royal huntrefs

fuddenty exclaimed, SOHO !

which gave its name to the field
c

in quetiion.

Matter of fati men aflert, that

the fpot in quetlion when firit

built, was calkd, Frith Square,

from a builder of that name, who

with his partner, a Mr. Pym,
built not only the fquare, but

moft of the ftreets leading to and

from it; this opinion is corro-

borated by the evidence of old

leafes ; it is further added, that

old Frith, as my informer called

him, a vain and fretful old man,

finding the gentry in the i'quare

Attached to the original
denomi-

pation of the fpot, removed his

fur-name, which he was willing

fliould defcend to pofterity, and

attached it to a neighbouring

#reet.

So much for my borrowed topo-

graphical knowledge, a branch of

fcience in which I am wretched-

ly deficient, and on which I

will dwell no longer, lead I

{hould difcover the nakednefs of

the land.

It may however amufe the

crowd of diurnal travellers on

this paved highway toMarybone,
and the new buildings, when

they recollect that this portion of

the metropolis now occupied by

fpacious manfions, was at a peri-

od, not very remote, a wilder-

nefs, inhabited only by birds and

quadrupeds.
A refle&ing mind might alfo

deduce falutary precaution, as he

pafles through fame parts of the

vicinage of St. Anne's, too often

polluted by venal beauty, by

knights of faro, and of the poft;

fuch a mind might avoid confi-

derable danger, by recollecting
that although the fpot in queftion
is no longer frequented by birds

and beafts of prey, it is in

many inftances infefted by hu-

man creatures, far more noxious

in their difpofitions and purfuits;
and that on the ground where
the virgin queen fought for and
found fpirits and amufemeut ; a

general lover incurs the rifle of

irreparably injuring his health,

his fortune, and his peace.

OOMERSET, JAMES, a na-^
live of Africa, a negro, and

a flave.

Having been conveyed from

his native country to Jamaica,

he was purchafed, by a Mr,

Stewart, whom he afterwards at-

tended in a voyage to England ;

but, on that gentleman's return,

refuting to accompany him to

the
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the Weft Indies, he was feized,

conveyed on board an outward-

bound (hip in the River Thames,
and confined in irons.

Hisfituation ftimulated certain

humane individuals to interpofe

in his behalf; application, (up-

ported by affidavits, was made to

the Court of King's Bench, and

by writ of Habeas Corpus, So-

rnerfet was brought before the

judges. The legality of flavery

in England was folemnly argued,
it \va determined, that domeftic

vaflalage can not exift in this our

free country, and the happy pri-

ibner was fet at liberty.

On this occafion, much praife

was due to the well-applied learn-

ing and legal acutenefs of Mr.

Hargrave, who aptly quoted the

collections of Rufhvvorth, where

he fays, that in the eleventh year
of Queen Elizabeth, it was deter-

mined, on an appeal brought by
a Ruffian flave againft his matter,
" who would fcourge him, that

England was too pure an air for

a flave to breathe in.." Theftrong

expreflions of Lord Chief Juftice

Holt, and of Lord Northington,
were alfo mentioned,

" that as

foon as a negro fets his foot in

England he is free, that he may
maintain an action againft his

?r, after for ill ufage, and demand

an Habeas Corpus."
The- fingular cafe of Sir Thomas

(jSrantham was alfo produced ;

he had in the reign of James the

fecond, purchafed a negro in the

Weft Indies, with a large excref-

cence, in the fhape of a child,

growing on his breaft, and brought
the monfter to England, with a

defign of publicly exhibiting the

curiofity for profit. But the cun-

ning flave, from intereft or con-

viction, embraced chriftianity,

and quitted his keeper, who, by
fome legal nrocefs, recovering

pofleffion of his perfon, the Court
of Common Pleas admitted to

bail, this extraordinary produc-
tion of nature.

Slavery, fays Mr. Hargrave,

corrupts the morals of the mafter,

by freeing him from thofe re-

ftraints fo necefTary for control-

ing human paflions j it is dan-

gerous to him from the refent-

mcnt and hatred which theinjuf-
tice and opprefiionof his ftate na-

turally excite in the flave, and

which his fituation daily affords

him an opportunity of revenging;

Slavery communicates to the un^

happy fufferer the afflictions,

without the pleafures of life, it

deprefles the^ energies' of nature,

and is dangerous to a commu-

nity, by admitting within it, a

number of unhappy individuals,

who, excluded from the benefits

of its conftitution, are interetied

only in promoting its deftruc-

tion.

It would be creditable to the

Rates
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dates of Europe, were they all to

unite inabolifliing the flave trade ;

till that definable event takes

place, it is hard to fay, in a politi-

cal or commercial view, how we

can with propriety, throw fueh

immcnfe advantages into the laps

of our rivals and enemies. If

this fubjecl is finally determined

againft the benevolent wifhes of

Mr. Wilberforce, thofe who

have fo honorably and humanely

co-operated with him, may, how-

ever, confole ihemfelves with re-

flecting, that they have conlider-

ably diminished the evils of a

traffic which they were not able

to abolifh.

OOMERSET, CHARLES, the^
haughty old duke of; an in-

ftance in which he was treated ia

his own way.

Having occafion to employ

Seymour the painter, at Petworth,

his grace was violently offended

at the artift, for hinting in a nic*-

deft way, what was founded on

fa6t, that he confidered himself

as diftantly related to the duke.

He quitted him abruptly, and

confiderably irritated ;
the Re-

ward was fent to pay for what 'lie

had done, and to difmifshim.

After trying in vain to
g.et

the

pictures finifhed, which his cou*

fin had begun, his grace conde-

fcendedlo invite the man. he had

infulted, to return ;
" I will now

prove that I am of your family,?
laid Seymour,

" I will not

come.

QOOTHERS OF SORROW.
"

**-* Various have been the con-

trivances of human wifdom to

call off the attention from do-

meftic and other calamities.

A worthy and ingenious baro-

net, (Sir Brook Boothby) found

folace in compofing and publiih-

ing a permanent, cxpfeffive and

well executed monument of what

he felt for his loft Penelope.

Another gentleman, well

known, having deen deprived by
death of a beloved child, was

finking into folitude, (ilence and

woe, but rouzed by a fevere

friend, and convinced that he

who diffufes moft happinefs, will

be moft happy himfelf
;
he uni-

ted benevolence with occupation,
and immediately converted his

magnificent manfion into a re-

ceptacle for age and affliction;

became governor and director

of his oiun hofpital, and at the

end of ten years declared himfelf

a happier man than he had evef

been in his life.

<c Be not folitary, be not idle/
1

was Dr. Johnfon's advice, to an

afflicted neighbour ; on this prin-

ciple he felected himielf, Cocker's

Arithmetic, as his travelling com-

panion j -and, when 4ie wimed-to

Jliake off-
tke black dog, as he

u(e
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ufed to call melancholy, lie de-

rived conliderable comfort from

arithmetical calculation.

To occupy the faculties, and

abforb attention by employment,
feems to be the mod effectual re-

ibu >-ce
;

but I can conceive a

promifcuous introduction of

company, without reftri6lion,

to a man opprefled by i'orrow,

as diftrefling and infupportable ;

in fuch cafes, the balm of

confolation, like opium, requires

ikill in the hand which admi-

nifters.

It has been the policy of fome to

indulge rather than fly from their

woes, and by mingling tears with

tears, to alleviate furrows which

it would be unnatural not to

feel
\ this appears to have been

the practice of Dr. Young, who

by giving the reins to a dilcurfive

fancy in his Night Thoughts, di-

minithed the pangs of thofe emo-

tions, he could not fupprefs ; as a

torrent, violent in a narrow chan-

nel, glides gently over a broad ex-

panfc.
" If you were to grieve for a

century," faid a man who at-

tempted to reajon a friend out

of his forrows,
" the woman

you lament would flill be num-

bered with the dead." " I weep
the more becaufe I weep in

vain," was the reply, taken I be-

lieve from a fonnet, written by

Mr. Mafon, to the memory of

his friend Weft.

C ORRELL, AGNES, the

beautiful, the patriotic mif-

trefsof Charles the feventh, King
of France, whofe conduct has

tempted certain writers to over-

look her defects in chaftity, de-

fects which nothing can excufe.

She is defcribed in glowing co-

lours in my firft volume, and is

almoft the only inftance on re-

cord, in which the fair favorite

of a fovereign, efcaped popular

odium. Agnes was a woman of

ten thoufand, for (he pofleiTed

beauty without affectation, and

wit without ill-nature, while

greatnefs of foul, and a nice

regard for the character of her

lover, endeared her even to thofe

who difapproved their illicit at-

tachment.

I have been cenfured for call-

ing a loofe woman patriotic, but

I flrenuoufly defended and ftill

adhere to my original exprefllon.

She rouzed her voluptuous hero

to exploits, which alone could

prove he deferved a crown, by

arguments and inducements,

which if virtuous women proper-

ly employed, how exteufivc, how

omnipotent, would be their in-

fluence.

While France was ravaged by
the Euglim iuvaders, the infatu-

ated
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ated Charles was forming plans

for mufical entertainments, mal

ques, and dances ; but this ad-

mi ralile woman perfilied in re-

futing to partake of any amufe-

ments, till the king had attacked

the Engliflj, and actually refuted

to fhare his bed, till he returned

vi&orious from the field.

Such conduft deferved, and

has received, the praiie of poets

and hiilorians
;

it exercifed the

lively imagination of Francis

the firft, who has left a poetic

compliment to her memory, in

which he obferves, that Agnes
Sorrell, by thus exerting the

power of her beauty, difcharged
her duty to fociety more meri-

torioufiy, than if me had paiied

her life in counting beads, or

repeating Ave Marias and Bene-

dicites, in the fequeitered (hades

of a cloyfter.

Agnes has alfo been defcribed

in glowing colors by a modern

poet,

Imaginez de Flora la jeunefie,

L'air et la taille de nymphes de

bois,

Et de Venus la grace enchan-

terefle,

Et de 1'amour la feduifante mi-

nois ;

lle avait tout, elle auroit dans

fes chains

Mil les heros les fages et les

Rois.

In reply to the earneft expof-

tulations of this fafcinating wo-O

man, who contrafted the conduct

of hey royal lover, with that of

the trumphant Henry, King of

England, Charles the leventh,

King of France thus replies.

Ah qu'il foitRoi et qu'il me porte
envie,

J'ai votre cceur, je fuis plus roi

que lui.

Such
flattering logic loft Mark

Anthony the world, and few wo-
men can refill it.

"
It is true,

Madam, my adverfary is a hero,
but if I poflefs you, I am content

to give up every thing elfe."

CPAGNOLETTI, a Spanifli^
painler, occafionally men-

tioned in this collection, and to

whom, from his propenlity.to

certain-Julye&Sj I have been com-

pared by the flattery or partiality

of a critical friend.

The fame gentleman informs

me, that Spagnoletto not with an

if as it is generally written, was a

designation he a/fumed, for that

the proper family name by which

he was chriftened, was Jofeph de

Ribeira.

QPAIN, the late King of, and
^ the buckle anecdote, which,

during his reign, mud not have

been
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mvn \vhifpered at Aranjuez, St.

fonfo, or the Efcurial.

Befides the wholesale and daily

clettruction of foxes, hares and

{arti-itlg'-'s.
which was thechiefbu-

f-nds of his life
;
his late catholic

majefty, occa(ionally turned his

mind to the hardware manufac-

tories of Spain, and indulged a

notion, probably occafioned by
his wilhes, that, in cutlery ware,

the workmen of Madrid and To-

ledo furpaffed the .artills of Bir-

mingham and Sheffield.

This opinion was "the fubjccl:

of many an amicable eonteft with

the late Lord Grantham, and it

was al laft agreed, that fome

Englifh buckles fliould be ordered

by the ambaffador, which, pro-

duced again It others ordered by
the king in his own country,

fnould decide the queftion.

A pair at length arrived, which

coft two (hillings and three-pence,

and a Spanifh pair were eagerly

placed on the table by the royal

ipurtftnan. After due infpeclion

and comparifon, they were allow-

ed to make near approaches to

thofc manufactured in England,
but on enquiring into the price,

the workmen could not afford to

fell them for lefs than lix mill-

ings. The king, whom, nothing
but ftubborn fact could have pre-

futned to contradict, lumg his

head, and Lord Grauthavn, as fat-

as was allowable in a politician

and a courtier, to triumph ever a

crowned head, moderately and

politely exulted in his vi&ory.

I fear, from certain unpropiti-

ons circumltanccs, that the advan-

tage of carrying the cbeapeft

goods, as well as the beft, to the

European markets, will not long
remain with us

;
mould that un-

fortunately ever be the cafe, in

every commodity, we may fay,

with refpeft to England,
" La

comedie eft joue ;" land at fifteen,

years purchafe, and the three per

cents at twenty-five, would be

th,e immediate confequence.

PANIARDS AND PORTU-
GUESE.
ef We are apt to miftake

the character of the Spaniards ;

there is in the very excefs and

abundance of their wit, joy, and

good humour, a certain fteady

evenuefs of manners, equally

diftant from pedantry, levity,

and affectation; more mirth of

the heart than all the iioife, gri-

mace, and badinage of their

neighbours; a kind of grave, dry,

lententious humour, with a fc-

rene and placid Imnnefs of coun-

tenance.
" But from too much of the

religious, and then of the mili-

tary fpirit, they have rapidly

declined into enthuficfni aud

cruelly, and as the human cha-

racter never (tops, have iiill eon-

tini
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"tinned to fink into indifference,

pride, indolence, and barren de-

votion
; they cannot be excited

to any great effort, but by fuper-
ftitious terrors, love, revenge,
"and a fandango, the favourite

dance of all ranks, in which,
from a ftate of death-like ftupi-

dity, they will, at the firft touch

of an instrument, join with en-

thufiafm, animation, grace, and

delight.
" It feems to have been the

fyftem of Spain and Portugal,
to protect themfelves by diftance

and defolation ; to leave whole

diftricls uncultivated, and roads

impaffable; as military fcience

declined, timidity lucceeded to

difcipline, and men prepared for

war, by cafing themfelves in ar-

mour to be fmothered, or by
ihutting themfelves up in caftles

to be ftarved; THEY FORGOT
THAT NATIONAL STRENGTH
CONSISTS IN AN ACTIVE, MOV-
ING, DISPOSABLE FORCE; AND
THAT THE SAFEST STATE OF
DEFENCE IS, BEING ALWAYS
READY TO ATTACK.

" The Portuguefe pride has

ufefully changed its object, from
the black cloak, fpeclacles, an

affectation of wifdom and fanc-

tity, and having nothing to do ;

they are grown fond of fine

cloaths, are become diligent,

en(erprizing, and active.
" Lifbon is a mixture of lux-

VOL, ui.

ury and mifery, naftinefs and

magnificence; the buildings e-

rected fince the earthquake of

1755, are barbaroufly gigantic :

the Marquis de Pombal, their

chief projector, had the misfor-

tune of being elevated out of the

reach of controul, no man pre-
fumed to underftand, even his

own trade, fo well as the prime
minifter."

CPARTACUS, a native of a

little town in Thrace, from

which he took his name.

This extraordinary individual,

who fhook the foundations of

Roman greatnefs, in its meridian

fplendor, had been imprifoned

early in life, for fedition, and

Ibid for a (lave; efcaping from

captivity, he became a loldier, a

deferter, and a robber
;
defcend-

ing to the lowed fcale of human

mifery, he was at length a gla-
diator

;
but difcovered in every fi-

tuation of life, matchlefs ftrength

of body, and unconquerable vigor
of mind.

Seventy- three years before the

chriltian aera, he was confined

with two hundred of his compa-
nions in mifery, at Capua, in a

fchool, or rather a prifon, of
gla-

diators, the property of Lentulus

Batuatus, who, as his fecond

name exprefled, furnifhed the

amphitheatres with unhappy ob-

jects for the
bloocfy fports of the

p circusj
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tircus f a fpecies of commerce,
from which he drew a large but

ignominious profit.

The juftice, or even the policy

of rendering the minds of a peo-

ple familiar with favage fports,

and brutal exhibitions, is a quef-

tion which has been frequently

agitated but never determined :O
the happy medium between un-

governable ferocity, and a dege-
nerate effeminacy of manners, is

perhaps attained with difficulty.

The lower claffes may be Ib

hardened by bloody fpectacles,

as to be rendered unfit for the

purpofes of civilized fociety, and

only qualified for war; while a na-

tion, torpid and flotbful through
a long peace, and totally inat-

tentive to manly effort and mi-

litary exertion, becomes irration-

ally timid, fears death more than

any other calamity, and confider-

ing war as the greateft of all evils,

falls a prey to fome invading

neighbour, or ambitious citizen.o
But whilft Batuatus was en-

riching himfelf by this mercilefs

traffic, the fpirit
of Spartacus was

unbroken j though he well knew

.that on the firft demand, he

might be hurried away in chains

to contribute, with fome of his

unhappy companions, to the

amufement of a worth lefs rabble;

while the utmoft his courage and

dexterity could procure, would

be the odious and difhonorable

recompence of maiming, or mur-

dering a harmlefs, perhaps a

friendly fellow-fufferer, and pro-

tracting his own hateful exift-

ence.

Having confulted with his af-

fociates on the means of efcape,

they obferved that a certain part

of the wall which enclofed them

was decayed ; contriving to oc-

cupy the attention of their keep-
ers at a diftant fpot, by a pre-

tended tumult, a. party, directed

and affifted by Spartacus, under-

mined the foundation, and a

practicable breach was effected.

At midnight, after overpower-

ing the fentinels, they fallied

through the opening, which led

to a ftreet in Capua, inhabited

by cooks and butchers, whole

occupation afforded an inftant

fupply of weapons, with which,

and odiers feized on the road, they
armed themfelves. After pillagr

ing the neighbouring villages for

food, and defeating a detachment

fent in purfuit of them, they

polled themfelves on a rocky,

and almoft inacceffible promon-

tory, near the funmiit of Mount
Vefuvius.

It is not often that hiftory has

gratified pofterity with the flight,

but interefiing anecdotes of re-

mote domeflic life j we are, how-

ever, able to gather from the

fragments of an invaluable hifto-

liuiij that the wife of Spartacus,
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by fome fingular relaxation in

favor of her worth, or her mis-

fortunes, was permitted to be the

companion of his captivity.

At an early period, and in an

humble ftatioh, he had attracted

the foft wimes of the daughter of

a wealthy neighbour, who confi-

clered the fuperior rank and for-

tune of his child as infuperable

bars to their union. But love,

the great leveller of all diftin6t-

ions, taught this generous woman
that the moment of adverfity

was the mod fuitable time to

beftow on Spartacus her hand

and heart
;

{he proved herfelf,

in the various changes of his

fortune, a faithful companion and

a tender wife.

The fugitives were foon fol-

lowed by the Praetor Claudius

Pulcher, who, with three thou-

fand men, inftantly invefted their

poft, cutting off, by means of a

deep dug trench, all apparent

poffibility of reinforcement, ef-

cape, or provifion. In this lun-

ation, furrounded by an impla-
cable enemy, a rocky precipice,

luid impending famine, Sparta-

cus poflefled a wife capable of

foothing his forrows, and fertile

in relburce. The circumftances

and fituation of her hufband

called torih all the woman in her

foul
;
flimulated by affection and

neceflity, (he pointed out the

wild vines of the mountain, the

only produce of the fpot they

poflefled, as the happy means of

efcape.

At her fuggeftion, a confide-

rable quantity of the flexible ten-

drils and branches were twifted

together, fo as to form a long and

ftrong fpecies of cable, which,
from a poft, firmly driven into the

ground, they hung down the

precipice ;
and while the Ro-

mans fecurely depended on re-

ducing; their captives by famine,

the gladiators conveyed them-

felves, their arms and baggage,
to the vale below.

Without giving his compa-
nions time to compare the dif-

proportion between his own forces

and thofe of the enemy, he im-

mediately attacked the Roman

camp, which, after a confidera-

ble (laughter, he made himfelf

mafter of, as well as the whole of

their baggage, military cheft,

and provifions.

With this fuccefs, their credit

rapidly encreafed ; fugitives of

every defcription, whom crimes,

poverty, or difcontent, had thrown

loofe on fociety, directly joined

them ;
their hopes, afpect, and

tone, were elevated by good for-

tune, and they affected, in the

ufual ftyle of infurgents, to in-

veigh againft the luxury and ty-

ranny of their former .matters.

" Let us not be vain," cried

Spartacus ;

" to put to flight a

p 2 race
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race of enervated cowards, is

neither difficult nor dangerous,
but to guard againft a reverfe of

fortune, and bear
profperity with

moderation, will be a harder talk.

The degenerate Romans are whol-

ly devoted to vice, to luxury,
and eafe. He who tyrannizes and

opprefles, forfefts every claim to

duty and fubmiffiun. We are

therefore juflly entitled to thofe

adv^'V.-iges which God and na-
ture have put in our hands : that

don/;:ion ftiould follow wealth,
however difgraced by folly, or

polluted by vice, is prepofierous
"aud unnatural : the hand which
cannot grafp the fword is unfit

to wield the fceptre : the only
legitimate claims to pre-emi-

nence, are virtue, ftrcngth, cou-

rage, and flail.

" Is it reafonable or right, that

the rewards of beauty, wealth,
and all the good things of life

fhould be
exclufively enjoyed by

the fmalleft, but moft defpicable

portion of mankind
; whilft the

majority, their fuperiors in body,
as well as mind, languifti in ig-
nominious fetters, or pafs their

lives in poverty and contempt ?

The true, the great, the only
folid good, is liberty; under her

aufpices, we may recover that
,

birthright which we have been

deprived of, but never have for-

feited
; a fertile, a highly culti-

vated country, lies before you,

which, with all it contains, yoa
fliall poflefs, if you perfevere in

your glorious career,and unite dif-

cipline, courage, and conduct."

Such doctrines were eagerly

liftened to by men, with whom
no alternatives remained, but

victory or death. They laid wafte

the country .round Capua, ex-

tended their devaluation from Sa-

lerno to the neighbourhood of

Rome, and deflroyed Cora, Nu-

cera, and Nola, the 1'cenes of her

infant victories over the Vol-

fcians.

But Spartacus found it diffi-

cult to reftrain his troops by

military regulation j it was not

the iirft instance in which their

own rebellious doctrines have

been turned againft the conduct-

ors of revolt : to appeale their

feditious fpirit, he found himfelf

obliged to (hare the principal

command with two leaders, cho-

fen by the auxiliaries who had

joined him ; but he infilled on

every occafion of danger or duty,

pleaiure or exertion, that the poft

of honor and precedence fhould

be decidedly given to him, and

the faithful band, who had ori-

ginally departed with him from

Capua.

To feed and arm a' body 5n-

creafcd to more than twenty- five

thoufand men, was by no means

an eafy talk ; pillage might fur-

nifh a temporary fupply, but lire

and
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and fword.were not likely means
of eftabliftiing markets, forming

magazines, or enfuring future

provifion. To introduce a fyftem
of moderation and equity, to

reftrain the horrid cruelties of

his afipciates, was the honorable

but ineffectual effort of the Thra-

cian. The hufbandry tools of

the ruftics were converted into

weapons, and the neceffity of the

moment pointed out a method

of furnidiing (liields, fabricated

of wicker, and, according to the

cuftom of his country, covered

with raw ox-hides.

The fenate and Roman people,

who at firft thought a fmall body
of men would eafily fupprefs the

gladiators, began to be alarmed,

and the Praetor, Varinius Glaber,

was lent with frefh levies ; but

Spartacus, well acquainted with

the defiles and bye-roads of the

mountains, furprifed Furius, one

of the lieutenants, with a detach-

ment of two thoufand men, and

cut them to pieces. Varinius

reached the fpot only to be wit-

nefs to the difafter, and loon

after fuffered the fame difgrace,

efcaping only with his life; while

the Liclors, purple robe, falces,

and other enligns of office, fell

into the hands of the enemy.

Mercy and moderation were

repeated in vain to a multitude,

Avelled by repeated victories to

more than fifty thoufand men;

they eagerly feizd the opportu-

nity of revenging on the mifera-

ble provincials, the injuries and

infults they had received from

mankind ; neither age nor fex

were fpared ; the infernal nature

of pride, felfifhnefs and revenge,
was remarkably exhibited on this

occafion ;
former kindnefs or for-

mer cruelty were equally fuc-

ceeded byjthe bloody returns of

death and violation.

To ravifh the wife or daughter
of a rnagiftrate, the fmart of

whofe ftripes they (till feel ; to

riot on, to wafle and to fpoil, the

rich wines, delicate meats, and

coftly furniture of a citizen,

whofe luxuries have long excited

their envy ; to fee palaces fmoak-

ing in ruins, from whofe gates

they have been driven with con-

tempt, or within whofe walls

they have performed the vileft

domeftic offices, are, perhaps,
the higheft pleafures an exafpe-
rated flave, or an unprincipled

peafant, can enjoy.
But Spartacus was confcious

that fuch conduct would raife

the powers of the country again ft

him ; he was alfo fully fcnfible

of his inability to withftand the

united forces of the republic ;
as

the confuls, from the general

alarm, had ordered the legions
from every quarter, towards the

Campania.
He was therefore of opinion,

that
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that advantage fhould be taken

of the prefent interval, afforded

by his defeat of Varinius, to tra-

verfe, by forced marches, the

whole length of Italy, till they
reached the Alps, when the army,
after a fair divifion of booty,
(hould divide into feparate bo-

dies
; and each man having pro-

cured by his own perfonal cou-

rage, liberty and wealth, might
have an opportunity of retiring

to his native foil, and enjoying
them undifturbed.

Such counfels were not lif-

tened to by his followers, who,
flufhed by fuccefs, eagerly pref-

fed their generals to lead them to

Rome
;
a rich prize, which would

at once fatisfy avarice, ambition,

and revenge; their leader, ftill

firm to his purpofe of quitting

Italy, declared that every one

who differed from him in opi-

nion, was at liberty to depart.

A confiderable detachment,

under the command of Crixus,

immediately feparated from their

afibciates, and, in their march

towards the capital, vigoroufly

attacked Gellins, the conful,

whom they nearly defeated, but

tempted by booty, and feduced

by wine, found in the camp,

they were fatisfied with putting

to flisiht an enemy, whom they

might have deftroyed. Incum-

bered with fpoil, and intoxicatexl,

they fell a prey to the conful,

who had rallied his troops, and,

the enfuing night, obtained a

bloody but decifive victory over

them, in the neighbourhood of

mount Garganus.
With diminifhed forces, im-

proved difcipline, and courage

unimpaired, Spartacus continu-

ed, by fleady and clofe marches,
his journey, between the defiles

of the mountain, till he reached

that branch of the Appenine,

which, bending towards the Me-

diterranean, approaches the river

Arno.

Near this place, the conful

Lentulus, with perhaps more

courage than policy, was pofled
in confiderable force to intercept
a band of outlaws, ravaging his

country, and almoft infulting the

metropolis, whom it was his

duty, as a general, a ftatefman,

and a magiftrate, to have fuffered

to quit Italy unmolcfted, and to

avoid an engagement in the pre
fent period of difficulty, danger,
and deprefiion.

Securely pofted, and furround-

ed by inacceffible rocks, or bar-

ricadoes of felled trees, the Roman
commander might have defied

every effort of Spartacus, to fight

him on fair ground ; but, fe-

duced by the hopes of victory,

feeing Gellius advancing at no

great cliftance in their rear, and

probably not without a fecret

wilh of enjoying the glory of

triumph



SPARTACUS.

triumph without a rival to {hare

it, he defcended from the heights,

and offered battle.

By one of thofe -military evo-

lutions, which would do honor

to the greateft generals, the gla-

diators inftantly formed a double

front, and threw up, almoft in

the face of their enemy, an en-

trenchment, which effectually

prevented a jun&ion of the two

confuls. They attacked and

routed Lentulus, put Gellms to

flight, and became matters of

the Roman baggage, and, among
a number of other prifoners,

three hundred Roman citizens

fell into their hands.

Thefe repeated defeats filled

Rome with diimay, and the camp
of the conqueror with exultation;

urged by the wimes of his com-

panions, he meditated a fpecies

of retributive cruelty, and forced

his unhappy Roman prifoners to

attack each other in combat, im-

paling alive on the crofs thofe

who would not comply ; thus,

adding infult to injury, they re-

taliated on their oppreiTors, the

inhuman Slaughter of the circus.

This triumphant leader, uho
had thus fignalized his name,
ftill retained his falutary mode-
ration

; refolding to retreat, he

ordered the heavy baggage to be

burnt. Difmifllng the old, the

fick, the wounded, and infirm,

with ample rewards.

After flight fefrefliment, and

fliort periods of repofe, he reach-

ed, by rapid movements, the

banks of the P6, which he de-

ligned to crofs, but in confe-

quence of rain and torrents from

the neighbouring hills, it was not

fordable, and no veffel, bark or

boat, could be found on the river.

Arrefted by this obftacle, irri-

tated and probably rendered pre-

fumptive by good fortune, Spar-

tacus quitted the P6, and retraced

his former line of march j re-

folving to give battle to whatever

force the republic might raife to

oppofe him.

To dorm and deftroy by fire

and fword, the proud miftrefs of

the world ; to revenge on her,

the injuries of mankind, and

transfer the feat of empire to

fome happier foot, uncontami-

nated by vice, luxury, and op-

preflion, was the avowed purpofe
of a Thracian peafant.

He foon met Arrius, who had

collected thefcattered remains of

the legions; and a plain between

Urbinum and Aneona, was the

fcene of a battle, in which the

Romans ignominioufly fled.

This news, with all its exag-

gerations, reached the capital ;

the gates were flint, the fenate

aflembled, and crouds of men,
women, and children, filled the

forum with tumultuous cries.

In the public diftrefs, Craflus

was
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was prevailed on to accept the

Praetorfhip and the command of

an army, which was inftantly

levied, without exception of age,

rank, wealth, or late fervices :

the foldiers who fled, were pu-
nifhed by decimation.

To reftore military difcipline f

and protect Rome from infult,

to make himfelf matter of the

flrong holds, lately pofieffed by

Spartacus, on the Appenines,
were the firft cares of Craffus;

he exhibited on this occafion,

a mind fertile in refource, as a

magiftrate and a general, to whom
his country looked up with con-

fidence and hope.

The vifion of facking and plun-

dering Rome vanifhed j and Spar-

tacus, after vainly regretting that

he had abandoned his firft defign,

found himfelf obliged, by the

fuperior generalfhip of Craffus,

to lead his troops, by long and

laborious marches, to that part

of the Italian promontory which

faces Sicily.

That iflancl was at the moment

fuffering every evil that avarice

and oppreffion could inflict, un-

der the rapacious government of

Verres, vvhofe enormities have

been configued to everlafting in-

famy, by the elegant inveclive of

Cicero. This corrupt Queftor,
whom I have heard defended be-

caufe he was a man of taftc, was

alfo ful'pecled of a private corref-

pondence with Spartacus, and

is faid to have agreed with cer-

tain pirates, who infefted the

Ionian fea, to tranfport his army;
but they infifted on receiving

from the gladiator, the ftipulatcd

price, before they collected their

veffels, and then, by the advice

of Verres, bafely departed, with-

out fulfilling their agreement.
The oppreflbr of the Sicilians

recollected, that the prelence of

Spartacus would be only dividing

that plunder, which he wifhed to

poffefs undiminiflied : he, at the

lame time, infifted on iharing

the money received by the pi-

rates, who had long purchafed

impunity for rapine and outrage,

by dividing with this infamons

magiftrate, the fpoils of an un-

happy province.

Difappointed by the perfidy of

Verres, Spartacus turned his face

towards Brundufium, in the hope
of procuring fome means of em-

barkation from that port ;
but

Craffus preffed clofely upon him,

and, to add to his embarrafs-

ments, he had to contend with

famine and fedition in his .own

army.
His folders, fluflied by fome

trifling advantage over a Roman

detachment, exclaimed, that they

would inftantly march to the

capital. By this mutinous con-

duel, and the maftcrly move-

ments of his adversary, the Thra-

cian
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cian was forced to engage in a

difadvantageous fpot. This was

a circumftance which the Con-

ful had long and ardently wifhed,

as Pompey, recalled from Spain

by the fenate, was haftening to

fnatch the victory from his hands.

After the neceflary orders and

difpofitions, Spartacus, placing

himfelf in front of his original

aflbciates at Capua, addreffed his

army in the following words.
"
Nothing remains, my friends,

but to exterminate the forces of

the fenate, honorable death, or

to throw ourfelves on the mercy
of a cowardly and cruel foe,

whom pail experience proves it

is fafer to fight with, than con-

fide in. Our fuccefsful battles

with the Prffitor Claudius, with

Varinius, and with Furius, have

eftablifhed, beyond a doubt, the

fuperiority of men who fight for

freedom; a hireling has neither

interell in, nor affection for, the

caufe in which he ventures his

life.

" We have but to add the

name of Craflus to the lift of

thofe we have conquered, and

there remains no obstacle to the

planting our victorious ftandards

in the forum of Rome.
" But whatever be the event,

triumph or defeat; I truft that

we fhall, with our own hands,
erect an honorable tomb, corn-

poled of die bodies, and cement-

ed with the blood of our enemies;

an everlafting monument to fu-

ture ages, a warning leffbn againft

ufurpation, cruelty, pride* and

oppreffion, which never fail,

fooner or later, rouzing a fpirit

of infurrection."

The charge was founded ;

" Death or victory," repeated by

twenty thoufand voices, echoed'

o'er the field, but was fooa

drowned by the clafh of armsj
the conflict was bloody, butSpar-

tacus, who gave life and fpirit to

his army, expofing himfelf to

unneceffary danger, by feekitig

Craflus^ was (lain early in the

engagement.
To meal ure fwords with a

brave and illulirious Roman, to

fignalize his victory, or immor-

talize his death, by a peribnal

encounter with Craffus, was the

fond hope of his heart. After

killing ieveral officers of rank,

whom he mi (look for the ConPul,

and lamenting, almoft in the

words of Shakefpear, that he be-*

lieved there was many a Crauus

in the field; he fell, overpowered

by numbers, having miffed the

object of his purfuit, and exhibit*

ing wonderful proofs of matchlefs

but ineffectual perfonal proweis."

This extraordinary man is faid

to have been actually and lite-

rally cut to pieces, as the mod
induftrious fearch after the battle,

could not identify his body.
His
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: His death was not unrevens;-

ed; the gladiators (loud their

ground to the laft, not one of the

number who efcaped from Capua

furviving the defeat, but were

found extended on the very fpot

of ground they originally occu-

pied.

The victory of Craffus, though
bloody, was complete and dcci-

five; fix thoufand prifoners, who
fell into his hands, he hung on

trees by the way fide, as he re-

turned to Rome.

I have been cenfured by a

friendly critic for converting a

gladiator into a hero ; but with-

out my aid, his fword had pro-
cured that pre-eminence for

Spartacusj the efforts of the

Thraciah were alfo connected

with more important events.

In the courfe of this memora-

ble eonteft, more than one hun-

dred thoufand' men perilhed by
the fword; the vaft acquisition

of power and credit, Graflfus pro-

cured, firft planted the feeds of

ambition in his breaft, which

were afterwards productive of a

train of evils to his country, his

competitors, and himfelf.

The beft blood and ftrength of

the republic were drained by
civil war and domeftie faction;

the road was paved for introduc-<

ing military dcfpotifm, and the

Servile War may be faid firft to

have produced the decline, and,

in its remote confequenccs, the

fall of the Roman Empire.
With fuch evils entailed on

flavery, under every form, and

pi-dented to us at different ages,
I can believe no one to be a fin-

cere approver of the traffic in

human flefli, but from motives

of intereft, and fuch I would al-

moft excufe
; for in the prefent

ftate of public fpirit and private

virtue, I cannot expect a man
to abandon his eftate, and em-
brace poverty, in the caufe of

humanity.

Yet, from wretches, procured

by violence or fraud, conveyed
from their native country, in a

manner which renders their fur-

viving rather miraculous than

probable, and fcantily provided
with the comforts, or even the

neeeffaries of life ; from mifer-

able nutcafts of fociety, who
have the pains, but not the plea-

fures of exiftence, can we expect

any effort or intereft beyond the

impulie of the whip? Indeed,

flavery, in its moft meliorated

ftate, and abated rigors, prcfents

a fpeetacle fo (hocking to a ge-
nerous mind, that it is inipoftible

to defend it on any plea, but that

of felf intereft, and commercial

or political neceffity,

CPECTACLE, a mocking one.^ An inhabitant of Paris, ob-

i'ervi:^ that a certain houfe was

to
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to be let, in which he had for-

merly heard that treafure \vas

hidden, refolved to rent it
;
and

having agreed with the proprie-

tor, entered on the premifes.
Not willing to have many fha-

rers, if his hopes (hould be real-

ized, nor to be laughed at, in

cafe of difappointment, he re-

folved that none but his own

family, confiftingof himfe'f, his

brother, his wife, and a little boy,
fliould be acquained with his mo-
tive tor taking the houie.

Having cautioufly and mi-

nutely examined tvery part above

ground, without fuccefs ; they
were of opinion, that the object

they fought for, muft be con-

cealed m the bowels of the earth
;

providing themfelves with pick-
axes and fpadcs, the whole party
at day-break, three days after

their arrival, defcended into the

cellar, and commenced their fub-

terraneous labor.

A relation having called and

knocked feveral times at the door,
without hearing or feeing any
one, and returningin the evening,
without fuccefs!, he was confider-

ably alarmed, and procuring affift-

ance from the neighbours, forced

open the door.

On entering the houfe all was
. filent, they traverfed the rooms,
till a female accidentally feeing a

Jight appear through a crevice

from the cellar,theperfons prefent

repaired thither, when ftrange

to tell, they found the whole fami-

ly dead, and rigidly fixed in the

various attitudes produced by the

bufinefs they were engaged in.

This catattrophe is related by
a Doctor Bernard Connor, in a

Latin medical inaugural differ-

tation, which I have feen, I

know not when nor where ;
he

fuppofes it to have been pro-

duced by intenfe cold, or mephi-
tic exhalation.

His words which I decline

tranflating, are flrong paintiag,

and a Flemim or Dutch artift

might form from them a curious,

if not a delicate picture.
"

Ille, qui liii'one terrain effo-

derat, et focius qui pala etfofTam.

terrain removerat, ambo pedibus

ftabant, fuo quifque operi afifixus;

uxor, quaff defefla, in fcamno,
follicito vultu, fedebat, inclinato

in palmam capite.

Puerulus, laxatis braccis, in

margine excavatae fovere, defixis

in terram oculis, alvum ex'onera-

bat; omnes, in naturali fitu,carnejB

tanquam ftatuae, rigidi, apertis

oculis, et quafi vivi, exanimes
ftabant."

OPENCER, Mr. for a ftort^ account of the chancery fuit

between his executors and Sir

Abraham Jan (Ten, fee JEiV-

NINGS, SARAH.

SQUIRES,



220 SQUIRES.

QQUIRES, MARY, an itine-

rant pedlar, gypfey, and

fmugglcr, who might have lived

unnoticed, and died without re-

membrance, had not a pro-
fecution for robbery, by which

{lie was condemned to die,

(uddenly fixed the public eye

upon her ; and as prejudice
or party operated, alternately

rendered her a general object
of detettaiion, pity, or con-

tempt.

Perfifting, with the moft fo-

lemn afleverations, that (he was

in a diftant part of the kingdom
on the very day (he was accufed

of having committed the crime,O *

and naming a variety of perfbns

who could prove it, the compaf-
fion of Sir Criip Gafcoyne, at

that time Lord Mayor of Lon-

don, was exceed ; by his ex-

ample, feveral well meaning in-

dividuals were induced to join

with him in examining a moft

perplexed and intricate bufinefs ;

and ihe was ultimately recom-

mended as an object of mercy to

the crown.

It appeared, by the declaration

upon oath of Elizabeth Canning,
a young woman nineteen years of

age,
" that in the beginning of the

leventeen hundred and
fifty

three, having procured leave from

aperfonwiih whom (he lived as

fervantjtopafsa day with her uncle

at Salt-petre bank, Ihe remained

with him from eleven in the

morning, till nine at night ;
that

on her return, two luity men in

great coats met her near Bcth-

lem-wall, Moorfieltls, violently

afTaulted, fobbed her of a gown,

apron, hat, and half-a-guinea in

money, tied her hands behind

her, and on her (Irugeling, gave
her a violent blow on the temple,

accompanied with oaths and ex-

ecrations.

' (

They then laid hands on her,

one on each fide, and dragged
her with violence and abufe for

fome hours, part of which time,

from fits, (he was not fenfible,

till they arrived at the houfe of

Sufannah Wells, which (lie after-

wards found was fituated at En-
field-Wafli. On being forced by
the two ruffians into the houfe,

{he was accofted by Mary
Squires, who afked her,

e If (he

would go their way ? and if (he

would, that (lie fliould have fine

cloath.> ;' words of which at the

time (he did not underftand the

import, though flie replied,
'

No;'
but (Tie afterwards conceived that

it was nothing lefs than a wifh

for her to fubmit to the odious

life of a prollitute.

Elizabeth Canning further de-

pofed, that on her anfwering,
" No," Alary Squires, with a

long kuife, ripped up the lare

of her (lays, which (lie took

from her, and after many inti-

midating
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midating threats, pufliecl her in-

to a back room, or hay-loft,

where fhe was confined for

twenty-ieven clays, with no other

fufk'nance than a {lender pittance

of bread, fome water in a broken

pitcher, and a fmall minced pye,
which (he accidentally had in

her pocket.

During the whole of the time,

(lie declared that no human crea-

ture vifited her, that the bread

and water being exhaufted, (he

broke down a board nailed on

the infideof the window; through
which fhe crept on a fortofpent-

houfe, and then jumped on the

ground, which, from her defcrip-

tion, was nine or ten feet from

the window.

Having quitted the houfe, fhe

walked home as faft as her weak

condition permitted ; after fo

long an ab fence, it was natural to

expect that her mother fhoiild be

alarmed, by the fquallid and dif-

eafed appearance of her daughter,
and by her diftreffing account of

the injurious treatment fhe had

experienced.

A circumftance of this kind

naturally excited the fympathy
and refentment of the public, ever

compaffionately attentive to fe-

male injuries; a fubfcription

was fet on foot in favor of the

young woman ; Squires and

Wells were taken into cuftody,
under the inoii violent -impref-

fions of popular prejudice and

indignation, tried at the Old

Bailey, and fentence of death

pafled on the former.

But Sir Crifp Gafcoyne, per-

ceived much contradiction in the

evidence, and confidered the de-

fcription given by Canning of the

room which he faid was the place
of her confinement, to be very
different from the actual ftate and

dimenfions of the hay-loft in

Wells's houfe
;
he was alfo ftart-

led by a principal witnefs in Can-

ning's favor, Virtue Hall, wholly

retracting her evidence, though
fhe had pofitively fworn to the

feeing Canning at En field Wafh,
and to a good part of the con-

verfation faid to have pafled be-

tween that young woman and

Squires, particularly to her rip-

ping off the ft:

For thefe, and other reafons,

this worthy, but at that time un-

popular magistrate, prelented a

memorial to the king, mention-

ing the prefumptive circum-

ftances in favor of the old wo-
man's innocence.

In confequence of this appli-

cation, Mary Squires was refpited

for fix weeks ; the confidcration

of the matter was referred to the

attorney and foliotor general,
who reported, that the weight of

evidence was in the convict's fa-

vor, and fhe ultimately received

pardon,
If
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If Squires was not guilty, it

was impofiible Canning could be

innocent ;
her conduct confider-

ing her years, mu ft in that cafe

liave been cruel and atrocious in

the higheft degree ; combining
at once the crimes of perjury
and intended murder

j murder,

too, of the moft cruel, bafe,

cool, and premeditated kind, for

the purpofe of fupporting a

groundlefsprofecutionfor felony ;

under the color of juftice to take

away the life of an innocent per-

Ibn, and to raife contributions on

the public by a fabricated nar-

rative.

For thefe, and other reafons,

it was judged proper to appre-
hend her, on a charge of wilful

and corrupt perjury ;
fhe was

arraigned at the bar of the Old

Bailey, near twelve months after

the trial of Mary Squires ; and

five days were occupied in ex-

amining a variety of witneffes,

xvith a patience and laborious

fearch after truth, equally honor-

able to the judges on the bench,

the counfel, and the jury.

It was obferved, in Canning's

defence, that her not flying from

jullice, during the long interval

which elapfed between the trials,

was a ftrong prcfumpiion of her

innocence, lince neither herfelf

nor j anids were Lound by any

recognizance .

To thU it was anfwered, that

one who had been able, for fo

lung a time, by an artful ftory,

to prejudice fo many in her

favor, and to receive fuch ample
countenance and pecuniary fup-

port, had every profpe6t of eva-

ding juftice, by well-dreffed evi-

dence, and the ftrong force of

popular opinion ; in which cafe,

her triumph over truth would

have been complete, "her reputa-
tion as a Jpecies of martyr, efta-

blifiied, and her reward, in all

probability, would have been

fplendid.

The previous and accurate def-

cription of abroken pitcher which

was difcovered in the room
\
and

the hay-loft, which, in fome par-

ticulars, tallied with her account,

though in many circumftances it

failed, as me did not men lion a

jack-line and pulley, a broken

cafement over the chimney, and

a cheit of drawers, all of which

were proved, by an accumulation

of duft and cobwebs, to have been

very long relidenls.

Yet, as the pitcher, and the de-

fcription of the room and its con-

tents, though not correct, prove

fome previous acquaintance with

the loft, a reference to the evi-

dence of one of Canning's wit-

neffes (Robert Scarratt) helped
to clear the my ft cry.

Incited by curiofity, and, ac-

cordino- to hts own account,O *

unioUcited, Mr. Scarratt

(though



(though a perfect ftranger) called

at her mother's houie foon after

his return, and, in the courfe of

her evidence, acknowledged hav-

ing often, on former occafions,

been at the houfe of Sufannah

Wells, a place not of the moft

creditable defcription, at Enfield-

Wafh.
If we can fuppofe, for a mo-

ment, an iniquitous communica-

tion to have taken place between

Elizabeth Canning and Robert

Scarratt, whofe evidence was by
no means fatisfaftory, this diffi-

culty vanifhes, and the appear-
ance of truth given to certain

parts of the impoftor'sllory, may
be accounted for.

It was fubmitted to the court,

that, even if Squires could prove,

by pofitive and circumftantial

evidence, that file was iu a dif-

tant part of the kingdom at the

time laid in the indictment, it did

not follow that Canning had

malicimijly perjured herfelf, it

being as poffible for a perfon to

be deceived by a fimilitude of de-

formity, as well as of beauty ;

though the old gypfey, when the

conftable went with the warrant

to apprehend her, faid to Can-

ning, on being charged with rob-

.bing her of her flays; Do you

fay I robbed you ? pray look at

this face
;

if you have once feen

it, it mujl be remembered, for I
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think God Almighty never made

fuch another."

When this part of the evidence

was related, the eyes of everyone

prefent were naturally fixed on

Mary Squires, whole counte-

nance exhibited an affemblage of

features uncommon, and diabo-

lically
hideous j

her portrait as a

curiofity, is preferved by fome of

the collectors.

The fufferings of Canning, and

the evident reduced Mate of her

health, fo much fo as to be

thought at firft irrecoverable,

were alfo mentioned, as convin-

cing proofs of the truth of her

allegations.

The man that hangs, or beats

out's brains,

The devil's in him if he feigns j

was quoted on thisoccafion ; and

it was afked, if any pcrlbn in their

fenfes would bring themfelves

to the brink of death, to pro-

cure friends and contributions ?

Would the irl kill herfelffor the

fake of a fubfcription ?

The counfel in behalf of Can-

ning ftrongly dwelt on the dan-

ger of allowing convictions for

wilful and corrupt perjury, on
the fcore of mere improbability
of fa&s, which have been cre-

dited by twelve men on their

oaths
;

L<J minted, that luch pro-

ceedings tended to overturn the

toamiou
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common and eftablifhed forms of

jullicc, and would at lafl intimi-

date individuals front) bringing

guilty pcrfons to punifliment,
kail they the mfclvcs might after-

wards be Mofecuied.

[This dofiring icas acknow-

ledged ly the court to be well

worthy of attention, though in

the prefent In(lance, from there-

cantalien of a principal witnefs,

andfor other Important reafons,

it wa.s thought advifalle to depart

from a good general rule.']

On this occalion it was obfer-

ved, that things feemingly im-

pofiible for human power lo have

performed, have been proved true,

though no credit was allowed to

them when firft afferted
;
and de-

clarations have been proved falfe,

which had every appearance of

credit and authenticity, and

which at the time were thought
the moft unlikely to be attefted,

if not really true.

An improbable and unparal-

leled ride from London to York,

in one day, on the fame horfe,

prevented the conviction of a

prifoner for a highway robbery,

though he confeffed himfelf

guilty of it immediately after his

acquittal.

William Harrifon a Reward in

the Gainfborough family, was

alfo mentioned, who fuddenly

disappeared
with a confiderable

ium of money in his charge, of

which he was fuppofed lo have

been robbed and then murdered.

The family were terrified and

alarmed, and, after a certain

time, impelled, as he faid, by
remorfe, Edward Perry, a man

refiding near Cambden, accu-

fed himfelf, the wife and filler of

the abfeut man, of having rob-

bed and murdered him
;

he ad-

ded, that they had thrown the

body into a certain pit in the

neighbourhood, which was

fearched, but no body could be

found; yet as he perfifled in his

accufation, they were all three

inclined, tried, and hanged.

Harrifon, a few months after-

wards returned, giving a parti-

cular and fatisfalory account of

his abfence, equally (hocked and

perplexed by a fanguinary, but

unaccountable dtpraviiy, which

had thus exterminated his fa-

mily.
The contradictory accounts of'

Canning \vere explained by her

friends, as amounting to no more

than this, that a general facl,

compounded of a variety of things
done and faid at various places,

when related on particular occa-

fions, and at different times, had

not always been told minutely
and exactly the lame way ; a

defet to which every long and

complicated ftory, mull, in fome

degree, be liable.

Some allowance, they faid,

ought
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ought to be made for the aggra-
vated feelings and expreffions of

a parent, who believed her daugh-
ter to have been actually treated

in the manner defcribed ; and

fome to an injured female, under

the impreffions of fear, famine,

an emaciated body, and an agi-

tated mind.

Several witnefTes proved their

having feen Mary Squires, on or

about the 16th, the 17th, and

23d of December, at Enfield-

Wam. She was obferved, ac-

cording to the evidence of one

man, telling a perfon's fortune
j

another, fwore to her applying
to him for leave to fleep in his

barn
; and a third, to her enquir-

ing of him about a horfe fle

had loft.

A phyfician and an apothecary

proved the languid and reduced

ftate of Elizabeth Canning, on

her return to her .mother's, and

that flie appeared like one who
had fuffered extreme hunger,

thirft, and cold
;
but they ac-

knowledged, that a perfon might
be as me was from other caufes.

An attendant at the Stamford-

Hill turnpike, fwore, that about

the fore-end of January, but he

could not fpeak pofitively to the

day, he faw a
girl, in company

with two men, pafs the gate,

fobbing and crying ; that they

joftled her along, and ufed abu-

five language.
VOL. III.

He defcribed her as having a

light colored gown and apron,
and that it was about eleven

o'clock at night.

On this evidence it was obferved,

that Canning could not be the

woman who pafled the turnpike,

for (he had fworn, that her gown
and apron were taken from her

in Moorfields j
add to this, that

turnpike gate is four miles

from Moorfields, and feven from

Wells's houfe, and (he fwore, that

{he was brought to Wells's about

four in the morning.
Thomas Bennett faw a mifer-

able poor wretch, in a ragged,

dirty condition, on the 2Qth of

January, near Enfield-Wafli, on

her way to London, and depofed,
that (he aflced him the road.

Two other witneffes fwore to the

meeting a girl, whom they verily

believe to have been Elizabeth

Canning, on the road between

Enfield-Wam and London, but

defcribed her as looking pale,

though her hands and face were

faid, by herfelf and others, to be

black and blue.

On the part of Mary Squires,

upwards of forty perfons were

called, to prove that fhe was

more than a hundred and thirty

miles from Enfield-Wafh, in

company with her fon George,
and her daughter Lucy, at the

time me was accufed of having
committed the robbery.
a On
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On the 29th of December, ac-

cording to the evidence of Mrs.

Hopkins, the landlady of a pub-

lic houfe at South Perrott, in

Dorfetfhire, they all three lodged

with her ;
on the 30th, they

called at Winyard's-Gap, an ale-

houfe about a mile further, to

ta'ke refrefliment ;
at this lait

place, the frightful countenance

of Squires fo remarkably attract-

ed the notice of the daughter of thew

woman ol the houfe, that (lie com-

pared her to a picture of Mother

Shipton, hanging in the room.

Their appearance on the fame

day at Lytton, a village nine

miles further on the road, was

alib proved by fcveral witnefles ;

by James Hawkins, at whofe

houfe they ilept two nights ; by
her fon's being (h.ivcd there, by
Francis Gladman ;

and by their

dining on a couple of boiled

fowls; Mr. Moreton obferving

that this was a remarkable dinner

for gypfies, George anfwered,

that fowls, at (ix-pence -a piece,

were cheaper than butcher's meat.

At Abbotibury, a'fmallpariih,

three miles from Lytton, they

remained till Tuefday the 9th of

January ;
were recognized by

many perfons, and had a dance

at the houfe of John Gibbons,

the fign of the (hip, at Abbotf-

bury, where William Clarke, a

fhoemaker, and the fweetheart

of Lucy Squires, was her part-

ner, and Melchifedech Arnold,

a bUicklinith, played the riddle.

John Ford, a carpenter, of Ab-

botfbury, faw them alfoon the lit

of January, fhook hands with the

old \voman,kifled her daughter and

drank .ipint of beer with George.

From Abbotfbury, they were

regularly traced through Porter-

(ham and Ridgeway (where, cam

being fcarcc, they left a piece of

Nankin as a pledge for the rec-

koning) to Dorchefter ;
at this

place, in confequence of the ex-

ceffive rains, the Fordington wa-

ter was fo high as to cover the

caufeway ;
the old woman and

George were obliged to wade

through it, but Lucy prevailed on

a miller's boy to carry her behind

him on horfeback ;
to the repeat-

ed intreaties of Mary Squires,
that he would alfo take her on

horfeback, the little varlet re-

plied,
' that he would have no-

thing to fay or to do with fuch

an ugly old b h.'

By a chain of credible and cir-

cumftantial evidence, they were

proved to have paflfed through

Chettle, Martin, Coombe, and

Bafingftoke, where Lucy, not

being able to write, begged the

landlady to fend Clarke a few

lines, according to promife. The

letter, with the poft-mark, was

produced in court. From Ba-

fingllokc they went to Bag-

ihot, Brentford, Page- Green,

Tottcn-
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Tottenham, and on the 24th of

January, took lodgings at Su-

fannah Wells's, in Enfield-

Wafh.
On the 1 ft of February they

were apprehended, and it was

remarked, that Canning, imme-

diately on coining into the room,

exclaimed, pointing to Mary
Squires,

t( That is the woman
who robbed me of my ftays,"
when it was impoffible for her to

fee the old woman's face, from

the particular pofitiori in which

fhe fat.

Canning had defcribed the

place of her confinement as

Square, dark, and little
; but, on

furveying the room, it meafured

35 feet 3 inches, by 9 feet 8 ; and

it was far from dark, as well from

the two windows as from the

light admitted between the

pantiles. She alfo faid at firft,

that (lie dropped from the win-

dow by a pent-houfe, when, on

infpection, there was not a pent-
houfe on the premifes.

A poor man, named Fortune

Natus, proved, that he and his

wife "flept in the room in which

Canning fwore (he was confined,

during the whole of that month,

and, for five or fix weeks before.

This part of the evidence was

ftrongly corroborated by Ezra

Whirfin; a neighbour of Sufan-

nah Wellsj who, being in want

of part of the iron work of a fign-

board, and hearing that fhe had

an old one to difpofe of, called to

fee it, and accompanied Wells into

the very room in queftion, to feek

for it
; they at laft found it under

fome hay, which made part of the

bed on which the wife of Natus

was actually lying, at the time

Whiffin called, the 18th of Jan-

uary.

John Larney, Edward Allen ,

and Giles Knight, labourers,

fwore that they lopped feveral

trees that grew near the window

of the work- (hop or hay-loft in

queftion, on the 8th of January;

and that while they were em-

ployed in it, two women, Virtue

Hall, and Sarah Howitt, ap-

peared at the window, and con-

verfed with them for more than

half an hour.

Had Canning been in the

room, fhe muft have been feen,

or might have called for help.

She had fworn, that no perfon,

of any defcription, entered the

garret or loft, during the whole

of her confinement.

It was alfo remarked, that a

night-gown and handkerchief,
which (he faid fhe took to cover

herfelf with, out of the room at

Wells's, fhe claimed as her mo-
ther's before the Lord Mayor,
and wiflied to take them, as well

as the pitcher, into her pofleffion;

to the information before Mr.

Fielding, fhe fet her mark, as if

a 2 unable
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unable to write her name, but

afterwards wrote a fair legible

hand.

After an examination of more
than a hundred and twenty wit-

nerT'es, the jury retired for fifteen

minutes, and brought in a ver-

dict Guilty of perjury, but not

wilful and corrupt. This the

Recorder told them he could not

receive, as they muft either find

her guilty of the whole indict-

ment, or acquit her : after half

an hour's- confutation, they

brought in a verdict Guilty of

wilful and corrupt perjury.

In May, feventeen hundred

and fifty-four, being called up
to receive fentence, (lie ad-

drefTed the court in the following
words.
"

1 hope your lordfliips will

be favorable to me, for I had no

intention of fwearing the gypfey's

life away; I am an unfortunate

woman, and what I did was only

in my own defence."

The Recorder (Mr. Moreton)
then addrefled her in the follow-

ing words.

Elizabeth Canning,
tc You ftand convicted,

on the clearelt proof, of wilful

and corrupt perjury, a crime at-

tended with the moft fatal and

dangerous confequences to the

community, though as yet it is

not puniflied
with death.

Your trial has taken up a

great deal of time, and the fe-

vcral vvitnciTes have undergone
the ftri&eft examination : I think

I may venture to affirm, that

there is not one unprejudiced

perfon, of the Great numbers

who have attended it, but muft

be convinced of the juftice and

impartiality of the verdict.

"
I look back with horror on

the evidence you gave at the

trial of Mary Squires, whom you
knew to be deftitute and friend -

lefs, and therefore you fixed upon
her as a proper object to make a

faerifice of, at the expence of a

falfe oath: this you preferred to

the making a plain difcovery to

thofe who had a right to know
where you really were thofe

twenty-eight days of your pre-
tended confinement in the houfe

of Sufannah Wells.
tc In this importure you were

encouraged to perfilt, by mifap-

plied charity, and by the advice

of your miftaken friends, whom

you had deluded and deceived

into a belief of the truth of what

you had falfely fworn.
t( This audacious attempt, and

that calm deliberate aflurance

with which you formed a fcheme

to take away the life of one,

though the moft abject of the

human fpecies, together with

your youth, and the character

you then had, as well as your

feeming inexperience, impofed

upon
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upon many, and gained you a

credit, which muft have exceeded

your higheft expectations.
" Thus encouraged, you not

only wickedly p^rfevered, but

even triumphed over thofe who
would not liiffer their judgments
to be mifled by fo grofs an impo-
fition

; but when people had a

little recovered their fenfts, and

this miraculous tale of your's
came to be temperately canvaff-

ed ;
when your own original in-

formation, was compared with

the evidence you gave at the trial,

and was found to vary in many
material circumftances, a necef-

fary enquiry was fet on foot by a

worthy magiftrate who prefided

in this court, which faved the

life of Squires. Thefe proceedings

gave rife to this profecution,
which has expoled the guilty,

and ought to convince the doubt-

ful : I hope this iniquitous con-

duel: of ycur's, will induce man-
kind not to fufler their credu-

lity to set the better of their rea-
- w

fon.

" It is not my wifli to aggra-
vate your guilt, or to increafe that

affli&ion which I hope you feel ;

but as I attended both the trials,

it may be expected that I mould
declare my opinion ;

I therefore

in the mod iblemn manner, af-

firm, that I always thought your
evidence falfe, and your witnefles

grofsly miilaken.

" The policy of foreign coun-

tries punifhes this offence with

death ;
bin it is your happinefs

to have been born in a country,

whofe code of laws are neither

fevere nor fanguinary, and the

fentence I now pronounce, is in

no degree adequate to the nature

of your offence. You (hall be

imprifoned in the jail
of New-

gate for one month j you {hall

then be tranfported to America,

for the term of feven years ; and

if within that period you return,

and are found in any of his ma-

jelly's dominions of Great Bri-

tain or Ireland, you thall fuffer

death."

Notwith (landing this deci-

fion, many people Hill infifted

on the innocence of Canning ;

the newfpapers and periodic pub-
lications oi that day are full of the

fubjefit ; Henry Fielding exer-

cifed his pen in favor of, and Sir

John Hill againft the female im-

poftor. In Auguft feventeen hun-

dred and fifty-four,
(he was

tranfported to New England,
where (he married advantage-

onfly, and one of her original

fupporters left her a legacy of five

hundred pounds.
Before her departure, not will-

ing to lofe that valuable preroga-

tive of her fex, the loft word,

Canning published a declaration,

which concludes in thefe words:

(' I declare, in the moft ferious

manner,
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manner, that I am fully perfuad-

ed, and well allured, that Mary
Squires was the perfon who rob-

bed me, and that the houfe of

Sufannah Wells was the place
in which I was confined twenty-

eight days."
This article ought not to con-

elude, without paying a tribute

of praife to the humane zeal of

Sir Crifp Gafcoyne, the acute in-

veftigation of Mr. Moreton, and

the difcriminating precifion of

Serjeant Davy.

OTATE COACH, the new^
one, made for his majefty

fince the treafonable attack on

his perfon, and thus defcribed by
a writer, whom I have often

praifed for vigorous intellect and

political fagatffry.
" This carriage is a moveable

fortrefs, fo ftrongly built, as to

be proof again ft almoft any fpe-

cies of attack, and fo clofely

blocked up, as to render our fo-

vereign invifible ;
it is to be re-

gretted that falfe alarmifts, and

bad counfellors, fhould induce

his majefty to have recourfe to

any other means of fecurity, than

the fidelity and affeftion of his

faithful fubjefts."

I appeal to my readers, whe-

ther the whole extract I have

made, is not a piece of ingenious

fophiftry.
I agree without he-

fitation to the felf-evident pro-

pofnion, that a fovereign's beft

fecurity is the love of his people;
but was it not time to have re-

courfe to other reliances and

fafeguards, when a frantic mob
of blood-thirfty defperadoes,

threatened with deftru&ion the

firft magiftrate of a free people,

actually engaged in the perform-
ance of a moft important duty.

CTATE OF THE CUES.
TION.

It has been alked, What is the

ftate of the queftion now at ifftie,

on the great conteftcd points of

monarchy and democracy ?

My reply is, that I am not

qualified coolly to ftate it ; but

from the collifion of opinions,

one fpark of information, one

great and important fal has

burft forth and been diffufcd,

which renders it no longer a

mere controverfial fubjecl, or a

matter of fpeculation ;
it now

comes home to men's bofoms,

as a queftion of tafte
;
a queftion

of feeling ;
a queftion of pro-

perty; a queftion of life; and is

reduced to the following fimple

axiom, addrefled from one of the

parties, to the other, frequently

wrapped up, it is true, in various

forms, and different exprefiions.
" YOU HAVE PROPERTY, AND

1 HAVE FOSE; BUT I AM DE-

TERMINED,
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TERMINED, IP POSSIBLE, TO
GAIN POSSESSION OF IT, AT ALL

RISKS, AND BY EVERY MEANS IN

MY POWER."
If this, my ilatement, be cor-

rect, and from ocular, as well as

auricular demonftration, I have

ftrong realbns for being of opi-

nion, that it is fo ; what can we

fay, or what ought we to think of

thofe,who are fo languine, urgent,

bufy, and
perfeverir.g, in bellow-

ing for an increafe of popular

power, and augmenting the

weight already ib dangeroufly

preponderating in the democratic

fcale.

Such reafoners are like lof lie-

holders to an athletic boxer,

cheering him, and giving him

cordials, when he has already

crippled his antagonift ; and cer-

tain pathetic declamations againft

increafing the influence of the

crown, are like giving a tedious

lecture on the danger of gallop-

ing, to a traveller purfued by

highwaymen.
" Is nothing then to be done,

to foothe popular difcoritent ?"

fays an exafperated reformer at

my elbow,
" Would you make

no conceffions ?"

In univerfal fuffVage, fhorter

parliaments, Sec. in a word, po-
litical power ; for that is what

they all mean, not a fingle iota.

To recede or concede the

breadth of a hair, under our pre-

fent circum fiances, and with

men's minds in their prefent

ftate of morbid irritability, would

infallibly cruih us to atoms.

But while I would recommend
the mofl unfeeling obduracy to

minifters, as politicians and

ftatefmen, I would endeavour to

awaken their fenfibilities, as

Chriftians and as men ; I would

earneftly recommend that, which

I hope and believe they have

earneftly at heart, to augment
the comforts, and diminifh the

burthens of the people ;
to re-

trench fuperfluity in public ex-

pence, and reduce all enormous

falaries ; thus would pleafure and

duty go hand in hand.

I am fully aware, that I differ

widely in opinion on this fub-

je6fc, with men, whom I vene-

rate and love; but fituated as

we are, and on Juck a fubjecl:,

friendfliip and perfon-al attach-

ment nui ft yield to a more fa-

cred duty; I again repeat, that I

would not add the ninety-nine
thoufandth part of a grain, or an

inch, to the prefcribed fpacc and

momentum of the democratic

branch of our conftitution ; I

am fully perfuaded, that were

the people let fully at liberty, on

the points tltey demand, \vt(hou\d

inftantly become the moil mifer-

able and ignoble of flaves our-

felves ; in that cafe, I would iri-

itantly fet fail for Algiers, or be-

come
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come a fubjeft of Napoleon's
Irolher Emperor, his imperial

majefty of Morocco.

I may be miftaken ; but with

due reverence, I call the Almigh-

ty to witnefs, that in the prefent

perverted ftate of men's minds,

nothing, in my opinion, can

preferve the reign of law, reli-

gion and tranquillity, but the can-

non, the bayonet, and mufquet ;

under the dire6tion of fortitude,

prudence, moderation, and pub-

lic-fpirit ; RES DUR^E TALIA

COGUNT.
The hand which does not firm-

ly grafp the fword, will foon lofe

the fceptre.

Another palpable truth, colla-

terally connected with the pre-

fent queftion, has alfo been efta-

bliflied ; that human hands and

human hearts are not pure and

clean enough to condul a re-

public, and that it is a form of

government, in every inftance,

incompatible with external tran-

quillity, and internal peace ;
this

point it is true had been decided

many ages fince; but modern

theorifts, had fet an old queftion

again afloat, and many modern

reafoners were difpofed to doubt

the faft.

It has pleafed Providence, in

companion to human infirmity,

to eftabliih the opinion I have

given, beyond a doubt, by the paft

and prefent ftate of the ci-devant

republic, but now abfolute mo-

narchy of France : may the quef-

tion be confidered as everlaftingly

fettled ; may it never again be

agitated by erroneous zeal, or the

malignancy of ill-defign.

QTATIONERS COMPANY
*^ of London, introduced in this

place for the purpofe ofrecording

the culpable and indecent neg-
lect of a printer they employed
in the reign of James the firft,

who punifhed them by a fine of a

thoufand pounds, for omitting
in an edition of the Bible, the

important monofyllable, not in

that portion of the decalogue
which forbids adultery.

An error of a like kind, but

not an involuntary error, has

been laid to the charge of Por-

pora, a celebrated Italian com-

pofer, who, being employed on a

particular occafion, to fet a part

of the fervice of the church of

Rome, to mufic, found himfelf

at a lofs in the beginning of one

of the creeds for a monofyllable,

to give power to the forte part of

his piece, and in the abforbing

raptures of his compofition,

thoughtlefsly introduced the very

word, for the omiflion ofwhichj
the ftationers company had been

punifhed ;
fo that in the mufic

fcore, the words actually ran,
" I

believe not in God." For this

error, not remarked till afte;-

the
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the celebration of the fervicc, the

compofer was feverely repri-

manded.

The ftationers company had

long enjoyed the exclufive privi-

lege of printing and vending al-

manacks, grounded on a grant

of James the firfl or fecond,

which his majefty had no right

to make : and a monopoly fo

contrary to law and equity, was

attacked by Carnan,' a private

individual of ftrong fenfe, but

unaccommodating manners.

This bookfeller, after a long

and expenlive fuit, a^ainft the

united power, influence and mo-

ney, of a wealthy fraternity, and

a learned univerfity, gained the

caufe, and celebrated his victory

with intemperate exultation. Hav-

inw driven his antao-onilts fromO D

the field, he reaped little benellt

himfelf, owing to the ungenerous

eagernefs of the reft of the trade,

who feized thofe advantages he

had laid open.
Carnan was a ftriking and

impreffive proof, that good fenfe

and active powers, cannot always

infure a fuccefsful or a pleafant

paffage through life : he was

preyed on by chagrin, or infulted

by unforgiving compeiitors,while

many a good man and true, in the

neighbouring row, one half of

his time afleep, and the other

fcarcely awake, was {lumbering
into independence.

Untamable obftinacy was the

crying fin of Carnan's life'; he

expended a thoufand pounds in a

law-fuit concerning a horie, ra-

ther than retrat an opinion he

had once given : in another in-

ftance, he funk a confidcrable

fum in building a houfe, on an

execrable fpot, without profpeft
or probability of a tenant, or its

turning to any advantage or ac-

count, and contrary to the per-
fuafions of all his friends.

The only reafon that could be

guefled for his pertinacious adhe-

rence to this unprofitable folly,

was, that in converting on the

fubject, he had afTerted, that the

fituation was a defirable one, and

a tenant at a high rent
abfolutely

certain ; the event proved his

miftake. A man of fuch a cha-

racler, makes a noble client
; he

has been defcribed by fome poet,
as a tool, which knaves do work

with, call'd a fool.

The writer of this article, was
once witnefs to a tranfa&ion be-

tween Goldfmith and Carnan,
which did credit to the fpirit,

feelings, and
generofity of the

bookfeller, but the author, in his

ufual ftrange way, treated his

benefaclor with fupercilious ab-

ruptnefs, and ill manners f had
a third perfon been introduced,

unacquainted with the preceding

tranfaclion, he would have im-

mediately concluded, that Car-

nan
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nan had received, and Goldfmith

conferred a favor.

OTERNE, LAURENCE, an
*^

Englith clergyman, a popu-

lar, but in my opinion, an irri-

tating, a voluptuous, and dan-

gerous writer, whole books I

think have done confiderable

mifchief, and for this reafon; al-

though acting precifely on the

iyltcm of Hochciter and other li-

centious writers, he does not

give the previous alarm of ob-

icene language.

Sterne is the founder of a nu-

merous clafs of authors, to whom
the term J'entimental has been

given, which, ftrictly fpeaking,

almoft every fpecies bf writing,

beyond a technical fyllabus, or a

text book, is, or ought to be. It

is not eafy to define, what a mo-
dern reader means by this once

fafhionable expreffion, unlefs we
reft fatisfied with what a female

writer once replied to this quef-

tion, and rather in a peevifh way,
<( It means to write like Sterne."

To attempt a defcription of

what I have confeffed is difficult,

may appear prefumptuous, but

he who fails, poffefifetj
more me-

rit than the man who never tries.

Yet, if the eafinefs of writing

fentimentally, is to be
cftu^ted

by the numbers who have iBfcn

the field, it Ihould ieem to re-

quire no very uncommon abili-

ties.

The fcritimental writer, then,

if we are allowed to draw our

rules from his great prototype,

the author of Triltram Shandy,
the fentimental writer mutt, by
the force of natural genius, be

enabled, from the various, the

common, arid, the unimportant
occurrences of life, to felect ma-

terials, calculated to intereft, ele-

vate, and furprize.

Unembarrafied by thofe fetters

of continuity and coherence,

which found criticifm experts
from other writers, he confiders

himfelf at liberty to wander dif-

curfively, and, except when he

occafionally ftoops to crop a rofe,

raife a
lilly,

or drop a fentiment,

to gallop without reins, and

fometimes without judgment,
from Alps to Pyrenees, whilft

folly claps her hands, and wif-

dom ftares, and the fatigued rea-

der, in the rapid pantomime of

pleafure, pathos, humour, dull-

nefs, and obfcenity, is alter-

nately pleafed, vexed, bewilder-

ed, and loll.

To fketch out affecting; and

mnfterly pictures ;
to raife his

reader on the very tiptoe of ex-

pectation, and at laft to defeat

ardent curiolity, by afterifks and

dallies
;

to tread clofrly on the

borders of impiety and k-wt'.

with-
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without difgufling language ; by

powers wonderfully and lublime-

ly pathetic, to reach at times, the

inmoft recedes of the heart ; and

with fcarcely a page intervening,

to irritate, irrefiftibly to irritate

us by matchlefs Tallies of genuine
humor

; fuch, 11range compound
of wit and abiurdity, goodnefs
and indecorum, excellence and

inanity, delicacy and groflhtfs ;

fuch powers, Yorick, were

thine !

To the charge, to a divine, the

heavy charge, of interlarding his

works with paffages, dangeroufly

inflammatory, if not groisly

Jewd; his conftant plea and re-

ply was, that he did it for the

purpofe of procuring readers ;

and it may be recorded among
the contradictory paradoxes of

fafhionable caprice, that books,

evidently (learning from the hot-

bed of a lafcivious imagination,
were the morning companions,
and the nightly folace of women,
who I am convinced, would

have blumed at an indelicate

allnfion, and have vigoroufly re-

fifted an attempt on their chaf-

tity.

Yet fuch refinance, I fear,

would have been weakened by a

perufalof the volumes in queftion;

their tendency on the fex is evi-

dently neither to make them

fteady, nor to keep them fo.

" I fee/' replied a lady, who

had been reproved for her avow-

ed fondnefs for the pages of

Sterne,
"

I fee, as well as you,
the blemimes of my favorite au-

thor; but am I to Unit mylelf up
all day ? am I to lofe the vernal

fragrance of the morning breeze?
**-' O

am I to refign the luxurious fe-

renity of an evening walk, be-

caufe the path is occafionally

obftrucled by thorns and briars,

or for fear of being terrified by
the biffing of an adder, or the

roaring of a bull?"

It was a peculiarity of Sterne,

that what he had once commit-

ted to paper, however indecorus,

or unfounded, no entreaties could

prevail on him to alter or erai'e,

however injurious it might be to

his reputation as a writer, or his

charadter as a divine. Like

Dryden, he neglected, or would

not practice^ the art of blotting ;

and when paflages have been

pointed out in his mauufcript,
the omiffion or correction of

which, woul have much improv-
ed it;

" What I have written, I

have written," was his only re-

ply
"

if you decline printing

it, others may be found who
will."

This incorrigible obftinacy, in

defpite of friendfhip, duty, inter-

chicretion, his friends

not always account for.

Whether, as he once faid,
(f

It

was bad enough to write non-

fenfe
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fenfe, but to re-write it, was the

devil and Dr. Fauftus ;" which

would prove it was genuine in-

dolence
;

or whether it might be,

that unbending fenfe of fuperio-

rity, impatient of direction and

controul, the frequent compa-

nion, perhaps, the prerogative of

genius, which will fubmit to no

decifion but its own, is not im-

portant to determine ; it proba-

bly originated from both.

The following is no bad defcrip-

ttonof Sternej whetherwritten by
himfelf or not, I cannot recollect.

"
I was born to travel out of

the common road, and to flart

afide from the beaten tract. I was

neither defigned for a team, nor

for a bridle, but to amble along,

loofe and unconfined ;
and if I

neither kick, fplafh, nor run over

any one
; who, in the name of

common fenfe, has any right to

interrupt me ?"

A heavy charge of borrowing
from his predeceffors, has been

alledo-ed aeainft Yorick, by ao ^ * s

judicious and candid writer,

who produces evidence fufficient

to ftartle, if not fubdue, the

doubts of critieifm; thofe who
have been delighted by Sterne,

will, perhaps, read the following

obfervations, and the patVages

which follow them, with fur-

prize.
>' In tracing fome of Sterne's

ideas from other writers, I do not"

fays the author I quote,
" I do

not mean to treat him as a pla-

giary; I vvifh to illultrate, not

to degrade him. If fome in-

Itances of copying be proved

againft him, they will detract no-

thing from his genius, and will

only leflen that impofing ap-

pearance he fometimes aliumed,

of erudition, which he really

wanted.
" But there can be no doubt

refpccling Sterne's obligations to

an author, once the favorite of

the learned and witty, though
now neglected. I have often

wondered at the great pains he

takes in ridiculing opinions not

fafhionable in his day, and have

thought it fingular, that he mould

produce the portrait of his foph-

ift, Mr. Shandy, with all the

ftains and mouldinefs of the lall

century about him. But I am
now convinced, that all the fm-

gularities of Triftram Shandy,
were drawn from Burton's Ana-

tomy of Melanckoly" Here

follow the extracts.

STERNE.

"Tis either Plato," fays Sterne,
44 or Plutarch, or Seneca, or Xe-

nophon, or Epi6letus, or The-

ophraftus, or Lucian or fome

one perhaps of later date eivher

Cardan, or Budteus, or Petrarch,

or Stella or poffibly it may be

fome divine, or father of the

church, St. Auftin, or St. Cy-

prian,
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prian, or Bernard, who affirms,

that it is an irrefiftible and natu-

ral paflion to weep for the lofs of

our friends or children and Se-

neca, I'm pofitive, tells us fome-

where, that fuch griefs evacuate

themfelves bed by that particular

channel.
"

Accordingly we find that

David wept for his fon Abfalom
Adrian for his Antinous Ni-

obe for her children, and that

Apollidorus and Crito both fhed

tears for Socrates before his

death."

This is well rallied, as the fol-

lowing paflage will evince ; but

Sterne mould have confidered,
how much he owed to poor old

Burton.

BURTON.
" Death and departure of

friends are things generally griev-

ous : Omnium quce in vita hu-

mana CQtitwguntf Iu6lus at</ue

morsjunt acerllflima. [CARDAN
de Confol. lib. 2.J The moftau-

ftere and bitter accidents that

can happen to a man in this life,

in ceternum valedicerej to part for

ever, to forfake the world, and

all our friends, tis iiltimum tcrn-

lilium, the laft and the greatcft

terror
j
mod irkfome and trou-

blelbme unto us ? &c. Nay,

many generous fpirits, and e;rave

ftaid men otherwife, are fo tender

in this, that at the lofs of a dear

friend, they will cry out, roar,

and tear their hair, lamenting
fome months after, and howling,

Ulogohone and Hullulu, OAOAI/-

yuv Ululatus, as certain Irifh

women, who, like the Greeks at

their graves, commit many in-

decent aclions.

STERNE.

,

ff Tis an inevitable chance

the firft ftatute in Magna Charta

it is an everlafting a6l of parlia-

ment, my dear brother- all muft

die."

BURTON.
" Tis an inevitable chance,

the firft ftatute in Magna Charta,
an everlafting acl of parliament,
all muft die."

STERNE.
" When Tully was bereft of

his dear daughter Tullia, at firft

he laid it to his heart he liftened

to the voice of nature, and mo-
dulated his own unto it

; but as

foon as he began to look into

the ftores of philofophy, and

confider how many excellent

things might be faid on the oc-

cafion nobody upon earth can

conceive, lays the great orator,

how joyful, how happy it made
me."

BURTON.
IC

Tully was,much grieved for

his daughter Tulliola's death, at

firft, until fuch time that he hail

confirmed his mind, with fome

phi-
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philofnphical precepts, then he

\\ to triumph over fortune

and grief, and to be much more

joyed, for her reception into

hfuven, than before he was trou-

bled for her lofs."

STERNTE.

"Kingdoms and provinces, and

towns and cities, have they not

their periods? Where isTroy, and

Mycene, and Thebes, and Delos,
and Pcrfepolis, and Agrigentum?
What is become, brother To-

by, of Nineveh, and Babylon, of

Cyzicum, and Mytilcne; thefe

once the faircft to\vns that ever

the fun rofe upon, are now no

more."

BURTON.
"
Kingdoms, provinces, towns,

and cities, have their periods,

and are confumed. In thole

"flourifhing times of Troy, My-
cene was the faireft city in

Greece, but it, alas, and that

Affyrian Nineveh are quite over-

thrown. The like fate hath that

Egyptian and Basotian Thebes.

Delos/ the common council-

houfe of Greece
;
and Babylon,

the greateit eity that ever the fun

Ihone on, have now nothing but

walls, and rubbifh left And
where is Troy itlelf now, Perfe-

polis, Carthage, Cyzicum, Spar-

ta, Ar*ros, and all thole Grecian

? Syracnle and Agrigen-

tum, the fairett towns in Sicily,

which had fometim.es feven hun-

dred thoufand inhabitants, are

now decayed."
STERNE.

f(
Returning out of Afia,when

.
I failed from ^Egina towards Mc-

gara, I began to view the country
round about. yEgina was be-

hind me, Megarar was before,

Pyraeus on the right hand, Co-
rinth on the left. What flourifti-

ing towns now proftrate on the

earth ! Alas ! alas! faid I to my-
felf, that a man fhould difturbhis

foul for the lofs of a child, when
fo much as this, lies awfully bu-

ried in his prefence. Remem-
ber faicl J to myfelf again re-

member that thou art a man."

BURTON.
fl

Returning out of Alia, when
I failed from JEgina towards Me-

gara, I begun to view the country
round about. ^Egina was behind

me, Megara before, Pyrceus on

the right hand, Corinth on the

left; what flourifhing towns

heretofore, now proftrate and

overwhelmed before mine eyes !

Alas, why are we fo much dif-

quieied with the departure of a

friend, whofe life is much (liort-

er : when fo many goodly cities

lie buried before us. Remember,
O Servius, thou art a man

;
and

with that 1 was much con-

firmed, and corrected m\ielf."

Rfcfe.

ff My fon is c-lead, fo much
the better ; tis a fliame in fuch

a tcui-
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a tempeft, to have but one an-

chor."

BURTON.
He was. a moft dear and

loving friend, my fole friend

Thou mayeft be aihamed, I fay,

with Seneca, in fuch a tempeftas
this to have but one anchor."

STERNE.

He is gone for ever from us,

be it fo. He is got from under

the hands of his barber before he

was bald. He is rifen from a

feai'l before he was furfeited

from a banquet before he had

got drunk. The Thracians wept
when a child was born, and feaft-

ed and made merry when a man
went out of the world, and with

reafon. It is better not to hun-

ger at all, than to eat j ftot to

thirft, than to take phyfic to cure

it. Is it not better to be freed

from cares and a^ues, love andO *

melancholy, and the other hot

and cold .fits of life, than like a

galled traveller, who comes wea-

ry to his inn, to be bound to be-

gin his journey afrem."

BURTON.
<{ Thou doft him great injury

to defire his longer life. Wilt
thou have him crazed and fickiy

full, like a tired traveller, that

comes weary to his inn, begin
his journey afrefti. He is now

gone to eternity as if he had

rifen, faith Plutarch, from the

midft of a feaft before he was

drunk Is it not much better not

to hunger at all, than to eat ? not

to thirft, than to drink to latisfy

thirft ? not to be cold, than to

put on clothes to drive away cold?

You had more need rejoice that

I am freed from difeafes, agues,

&c. The Thracians wept when
a child was born, but feaftecl and

made merry when any man was

buried : and fo mould we rather

be glad for fuch as die well, that

they are fo happily freed from the

miferies of this life."

OTEWART, JOHN, Earl of^
Bute, a peer of North Bri-

tain, director of the education of

King George (he third, and after-

ward his prime miniftcr, during
a period unequalled in Englifh

hiftory, for party violence and

civil difeord, which diffufed a

cloud of fufpicion, or averfion,

over the reign of a young and

amiable prince, who afcended the

throne of his anceftors, with the

mod enthufiaftic attachment of

his fubje6ts. j

Thefe circumftanccs have been-

attributed, by fome, to weaknefs,

by others, to ill-defignin the ad-

miniftration of the clay, and, by

many, to the fuperior fkill and

verfatility of their opponents, ia

forming parliamentary cabal, and

fomenting popular difcontent;

the



240 STEWART.

the literary partizans of oppofi-

tion were confeliedly fuperior as

writers, but they wanted candor

and political honefly.

Lord Bute, happy in the fmiles

of his lovereign, but never pof-

ictling the confidence of the peo-

ple, married the wealthy heircfs

of Wortley Montague, and after

retiring from public life, patted

his remaining days in fcience

and tranquillity, finking more

than eighty thoufand pounds, in

a fuperb edifice at High Cliff, a

barren promontory on the fea

coaft of Hampfhire, oppofite the

Ifle of Wight.
He was not intimidated by the

atturances of his architect and

furveyor, who aflerted that, from

the daily and rapid inroads of

the tide, in lefs than fifty years,

the whole building, as well as

the furrounding gardens and

pleafure-grounds, mud be warn-

ed into the fea
;

this prediction,

the raging elements and fpecula-

tinor purehafers have rapidly ful-

filled.

His lordfhip's favorite purfuit

was botany, and his work on this

fubjecl, with plates, of which, I

believe, only a dozen were print-

ed, is an elegant and fplendid

proof, that when levees and

drawing rooms lofe their charm,

methods of patting through life

may (till be flruck out, without

facrificing health, fame, and for-

tune, to the vices, or the follies

of Newmarket, the brothel, or

the chace.

I cannot but think, that the

fubject of this article would have

delerved much better of fcience

and of mankind, and have been

more juftly entitled to the praife

of a benevolent friend of the arts,

had he permitted the uripreffions

of his botanic work to have been

more numerous, and given to

the public at a moderate price, or

a copy to have been distributed,

gratis, to every univerfity and

public library in Europe; the

partial and reierved manner in

which it was printed and confer-

red, was illiberal, and unworthy
an amateur and a man of fcience.

la the domcftic treatment of

his children, Lord Bute was fin-

gular : from infancy to man-

hood they enjoyed a minute por-

tion of the time and attention of

their father, who was abforbed in

political reverie, deep ftudy offelf-

contemplation; at a fixed and regu-

lar hour they once, and only once

a day, were introduced to him.

After the cool common-place

queftions, mutually given and

received, they retired.

This anecdote, if true, inftead

of the foft endearing intercourfe

of a parent, might be rather

termed a dramatic representation

of domeftic decorum, perfectly

confiilent with the Earl's gefture

and
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and manner of fpeaking, which

were remarkably formal and the-

atrical. It was rather the con-

defcenfion of an Oriental def-

pot, a father without affe&ion,

than the fond meeting of a pa-
rent with his offspring, liftening

to their prattle, or viewing, with

delight, the opening buds of men-

tal and corporal improvement.
ts Can you vouch for the au-

thenticity of certain accufations

you have proceed againft the

favorite, and the mother of a

great perfonage ?" faid a barrif-

ter, who had the reputation of

hitting off fatirical (ketches im-

promptu, to the famous author

of certain violent periodic invec-

tives. ts
Nothing like it," re-

plied the libeller. "
Nothing

like it
;

I was totally igno-
rant of the bufmefs, but the

hint, probably firft fuggefled by
fome hungry paragraph-monger,
or induftrious pamphleteer, af-

forded fo fair an opportunity for

raifing public clamour, and fan-

ning the embers of difcontent,

that I could not fuifer it to ef-

cape me." The indignant law-

yer, inftantly and fignificantly

turned his back on the propaga-
tor of falfehood during the re-

mainder of the evening, obferv-

ing towards him a contemptuous
and expreffive filence.

"A private country gentle-
VOL. III.

man and a militia colonel, (ob-

ferved the barrifter to the writer

of this article, and a few others;

who fat near him on the occa-

fion which was a public dinner)
" the rafcal behind me would

have lived unnoticed, and have

died without remembrance, had

he not, at an early period of life,

given notorious and flagrant

proofs of an utter contempt for

religion and the moral duties.

" With a fuitable circle of com-

panions, he inftituted a fociety,

whofe exigence was a fatire on

mankind, and whofe impunity
was a libel on their country; they
chofe Satan for their divinity,

and profaned the liturgy and ce-

remonies of the church of Eng-
land, by addreffing them to the

monarch of hell, with other ob-

fcene and impious practices.
" After exhaufting every re-

fource of a depraved fancy and

an impure imagination, he turned

his mind from blafphemy unen-

fivened by wit, from fenfuality

without refinement, from love

without delicacy, to political ad-

venture.
" In a conference with the mi-

ni fter of the. day, on the price of

his vote, his demands were fd

arbitrary, exorbitant, and unrea-

fonable, that the Premier rejeclv

ed them in a peremptory and

fpirited manner, and was told b^
n this
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this political rencgado, that in a

few months he would write him
down.

"
Dipping his pen in gall, he

became a virulent libeller of'king,

church, and ftate, till, by the

raflmefs of a miniiler, who vio-

lated, in his perfon, the princi-

ples of the Englifh conftitution,

in order to revenge the infults of

his m after, whole mother had

been grofsly and infamoufly tra-

duced, our liero had the verfati-

hty to render the private injuries

of an obfcure debauchee, the

caufe of the whole kingdom,
and fet the nation in an uproar.
"

Thus, an individual of dia-

bolical features, blafted character,

and infamous life, the traducer

of revealed religion, and ridi-

culcr of its my denes
;

the de-

fender and panegyrilt of fraud,

cruelty, and obfeenenefs ; the

reviler of that fex, to whom we

all owe, not only our exiilcnce

and nurture, but the moft deli-

cious moments of our life ;

\vhofe hand had been againft

every man, and every man's

hand againft him, became, by
one of thofe extraordinary revo-

lutions which govern the world,

the moft favored and popular man

alive, fecuring adoration, honor,

and emolument, far beyond all

that minifterial favor could be-

ftow. But time and common
fenfo have long difiblved the

charm ;
he is rapidly finking into

his original infignificance, keeps
aloof on all popular and decifive

queftions, exhibiting; the fame

tergiverfation in political, as he

formerly evinced in religious

principles, and is wholly occu-

pied by a fordid pafiion. for {hil-

lings and half crowns."O
This rough outline, whofe fe-

verity I cannot but cenfure, and

whofe truth, in many inftances,

I cannot on any account fub-

fcribe to, was heard with filent

attention by the furrounding cir-

cle, while the only notice taken

of it, by the only perfon who

ought to have noticed it, and

who muft have diliinclly heard

the whole, was fwallowing a half

pint bumper.
The Earl of Bute, many years

after he quitted the cabinet, was

fufpected of retaining his in-

fluence over the mind of his royal

mafter, and what in England
rendered it Mill more unpopular

and alarming, afecret influence',

this intercourfe was fuppofed to

be carried on by a fortunate, and

in many refpe&s, a meritorious

man, whofe official diligence, and

well cultivated mind procured

for him th?
" PALMA NON SINE

PULVERE."

The accufation, probably firft

originating from hatred or from

fear, which implies from its

name as well as nature, difficulty

of
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of detection, would, with others

of a fimilar tendency, have long
fince been forgotten, but for a

myfterious air of privacy, the

effeft of fear or policy, always

observed in this nobleman's in-

terviews with the king ;
his fore-

nefs and irritation on the fubjefit,

and his earneftly and induftriouily

affecting a marked inattention, a

feemingly important negligence
of minifters and court meafures.

This
fubjecl:, -almoft forgotten,

was again agitated, a few years

fince, by a ridiculous, unautho-

rized negociation, created or

imagined in the declining do-

tage, and officious garrulity of

the late Dr. Addington.
The following character is

drawn by an inveterate enemy,
who enjoyed, or pretends to have

enjoyed,'more than common op-

portunities of minutely infpecl-

ing the life and character of

the late Lord Bute.
" Falfe without fyftem to

others and himielf; referved, in-

ward and dark (bine, lequeftering
himlelf in the fhades of retire-

ment, as a refuge of vanity from

contempt. Clandelline without

concealment, fad without for-

row, domeftic without famili-

arity, haughty without elevation,

ftubborn without firmnefs, and

ambitious without fpirit ;
a frigid

friend, a mean enemy, without

eaft, manners or dignity.

" Bookifh without learning,

a dabbler in the fine arts without

tafte, difplaying all the parade of

a vaft library, yet as unconverf- -

able on literature, as a deaf man

on mufic, or a blind man on

paintings. A tutor without

knowledge, a minifter without

ability, and a favorite without

gratitude."
To this portrait of a minifter,

evidently drawn by a difappoint-

ed party man, who may thank

his own abfurd fingularities
for

all his failures, had I a talent

for perfonal comparifon, I would

add a (ketch of HENRY BILSON

LEGGE, the firft, in every fenfe

of the word, tbe firft of Lord

Bute's political vi6tims, who

gave an early alarm of the over-

whelming influence of the favo-

rite, and recommended in Rant

reflation to all his affociates.

Had they attended to this ad-

vice when the lion firft dilcovered

his paw, he might have been

fuccefsfnlly refifted ;
but the

Thane had the art, that art in

the prefent reign fo often repeat-

ed, to foment diflention, to at-

tack each man fingly, and finally,

to fubvert a formidable phalanx,
who would have been invincible,

could they have been prevailed

on to hold together by common
intereft or common fenfe. Per-

haps it is well for the country
that fuch powerful combinations

R 2 contain
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contain within themfclves the

feeds of difcord and decay ; we

might otherwife be governed by
an hereditary defpotic ariftocracy .

Mr. Legge was edueated pri-

vately, in conformity with the

wifhes of a near relation, who
dreaded the lax morality of a

public fchool; a found judgment,
a retentive memory, and a turn

for calculation and finance, were

improved by claflical erudition,

manly exereifes, and the belles

lettres.

After a fufficient perufal of

books, he was introduced to bu-

finefs and men, and patted the

ulual official, parliamentary, and

diplomatic routine, at the Trea-

fury, the Admiralty, and Berlin,

with exemplary diligence and

propriety.

Educated under the tried abi-

lities of the Waipolcs, and the

dignified probity of the Pelhams,

he \vas appointed Chancellor of

the Exchequer ;
he deferved and

fhared with Lord Chatham, the

gratitude and applaufe of his

country, but considerably ex-

celled his aflbciate in temper,

political independence, and mild

manners. Without pretending

to ebquencey he was heard with

attention; and thofe who came

pre-determined to. vote againft

him, could not help feeling re-

gret at oppofing fo honeft a mi-

nilter, and fo amiable a man.

His imagination was not

brilliant; yet, in this particular,

he was fecond to few : thofe

who had known him only as a

ftatefman, were furprized on a

clofer view to -find him the plea-

fanteft man in company. With-

out the overacted formality of a

courtier, or the frivolous French

grimace of the ancien regime, he

was kind, fociable, and endear-

ing ; performing with energy

andf grace, the duties of a coun-

try gentleman.

By the influence of private

worth and pcrfonal attachment,

Mr. Legge was called on by a

confiderable county, to reprefent

them in parliament; after having

pledged himfelf beyond retreat,

Lord Bute wiflied him to relin-

quifh in favor of his relation,

Sir Simeon Stewart. 'The mi-

nifterial application \vas anfvvered

with opennefs and mildnefs, but

with firmnefs: " If a fingle hint

had been given of his lord (hip's

wifhes before my honor was en-

gaged, and the interval was fuffi-

ciently long, 1 would not have

moved a ftep ;
but after fuch

flattering proofs of attachment as

I have received, I would i'pcn.d

my laft milling rather than acl -a

diilionorable part with my friencU

in the country."
Unufed to oppofition, confi-

dent of his ftrength, and. .per-

haps glad to rid himfelf of a mag,
vvhofe
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whofe unbending principles were

dreaded, the Premier gave the

fignal of difmiffion.

It was on this occafion, that

a man, who poflefTed a confider-

able fhare of political acumen,

though he was afterwards brand-

ed by a certain literary aflTaffin,

with the name of tfll cream-co-

I'mired parafite; it was on this

occafion he exclaimed, in words

mentioned in another part of

this collection :
" We have not

honefty enough ourfelves, my
&rd, to aflbciate with thefe fel-

lows who have."

I have been cen Cured for ad-

ding to this article a ftale piece

of biography, now out of time,

I hope my fault is venial, it is

a queftion of feeling the editor

could not'refift ;
the impulfe of

doing juftice to a character who

kindly noticed him when a child,

and who has played with him

between his knees a hundred

times ; love ftretched the canvas,

Avhilft truth and juftice guided
the pencil.

CTYLE OF WRITING.
"I am glad," fays a late

author, addreffing himfelf to a

literary friend,
(e that you ap-

prove of brevity and fimplicity ;

the art of fpinning out a little

matter into a long ftory, is be-

neath the dignity, fenfe, and

precifion of the Englifh language.

'"Your words (hould be all

weight and fubftance, full niea-

fure, prcfled together, and run-

ning over, in a redundancy of

fenfe but 'not of found.
" We muft not look for the

beauties of a rough manly lan-

guage in the (ick'y fancy of mo-

dern refinement, nor in the min-

cing jargon of fafliionable con-

verfation.

" In this and other refpe<5ts,

the vulgarity of great towns is

infupportablc ;
there is fome-

thiug romantic and antiquated,

that renders ruftic ignorance fuf-

ferable; but, in large cities, the

majority have no tafte, or worfe

than none; your cocknies have

contributed largely towardsfpott-

ing your language, and corrupt-

ing your tqjle,
"
Many give the preference

to French writers, infifting that

they have more variety and grace,

and many pretty ways of iufi-

nuating what they mean ;
for my

own part, I like our forcible, Our

manly, our Englim way ofjpeak-

ing out ;
in a word, I had rather

fit down to roaft beef and Shake-

fpear, than Racine and foup-

maio;re."B

CUBTLETY OF ARGU-
13 MENT, or in plain Englifh,

obfcurity.

Cardan, fpeaking of this ten-

dency in authors, once fo highly

valued.,
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valued, but almoft out of fafhion

with modern readers, who gene-

rally prefer that which they un-

derftand; Cardan mentions a

writer, Raymond SuiflTeth (Vene-

tiis, 1520)
" whofemode ofrea-

foning not only puzzled and

perplexed his cotemporaries, but

will probably furpafs the com-

prehenfion of all pofterity," he

forgot to add, if pofterity can be

prevailed on to read the book.

This elaborate and ingenious

writer, I mean Raymond, expe-
rienced one inconvenience from

the method he purfued ; as old

age came on, he could not un-

derftand the meaning of his own

works; this evil he is faid to

have lamented with tears.

Suifieth and his book are both

forgotten, I apprehend without

any important lofs to the public;

but the charge of obfcurity has

been brought againft a writer of

a very different defcription.

An impudent and conceited

coxcomb once reproached the

excellent and venerable Sir Ifaac

Newton, to his face, and not

long before his death, becaufe

the veteran could not explain,

to his latisfa&ion, fome difficulty

in the PRINCIPJA.

I confefs, Sir," faid Sir

Ifaac, to the reptile,
' I am ready

to confefs that time and infirmi-

ty have fomewhat impaired my

powers;
but this I know, and

am well allured of, as well by my
own convictions, as the concur-

ring teftimony of others, that

when I wrote the book, my cal-

culations were clear and accurate,

my deductions correct, and un-

deniable.
"

I fincerely wi(h, that when

you arrive at my age, you may
never afford occafion for fo fevere

a reproof."

The ruffian retired, and ought
to have been kicked down itans.

SUETONIUS. It hath been

obferved of this hiftorian, by
a modern critic, that his want of

decency is mocking and inexcu-

fable; that his delineations of

the vicious practices of the em-

perors, are odioufly accurate,

and grofsly minute; that impu-
rities which cannot be mentioned

without (hame, ought never to

be recorded.

Yet, this abftemious correcV

nefs, particularly in a hiltorian,

may be carried too far
;

if vice

is a monfter of fo dire a mien,

that to be fhunned, it needs but

to be feen; he who calls in pow-
erful defcription, as a beacon to

innocence, and" an additional mo-
tive for virtue, and purifies the

heart, even at the rifk of difguft-

ing our tafte, is furely a uieiul

advocate.

The reigns of Nero, Tiberius,

Caraealla,and Couimodus, would

have
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have been handed clown very in-

adequately to polterity, had their

enormities been cenfured, only
in vague epithet, and common-

place declamation.

It is not my wifh to recom-

mend to others, or to ufe myfelf,

grofs language, but the turpia

prtetereunda of Cicero, quce
le&ores velint, fed <ju(c

mihi Jton

deceat dicere, may be palled over

too (lightly for the purpofes of

moral reproof and ufeful impref-
fion.

In the article Peregrinus, I

nmitted relating a ftrong but

coarfe argument made ufe of by
the cynic, in reply to certain

perfons who eenfured his inde-

cency in actions as well as words;

the prefent fubjeft calling it to

my recollection, I will endeavour

to relate it without offence.

li When on any occafion of

accident, convenience, or necef-

fity," faid this fingular character,
"

I exhibit my fhagsry bofom,
or a yellow thigh, what a violent

outcry do you raife aga'mft me,
as a violator of propriety and

decorum.
" But if a theatrical heroine,

a finger, or a dancer, the de-

baucher of our youth by her laf-

civious poftures, and the terror

of married women, on account

(if her irritating volnptuoufnefs;

fhonld Jhe difplay her neck, or

even (hew what you fay ought

to be concealed, how univerfal

is the emotion, the building

fhakes with applaufe, and you

p raife the proftitute to the Ikies."

OULLIVAN, an unfortunate,^ or rather an imprudent, and

criminal Irilhman, who, hur-

ried by impetuous paflions, fell

an ignominious viclim, to thole

arbitrary tyrants, which make
fools or madmen of us all.

Having formed an attachment

to a beautiful and accomplished

young woman, he was admitted

as her lover; but in the culpa-
ble ardor of a fiery temperament j

over-leaping the bounds of Itri6t

decorum, his yifits were for-

bidden.

After making large and long
allowance for offended delicacy,
after apologies unaccepted, and

letters unopened ;
after a train of

circumdances, at which an un-

concerned fpe&ator laughs, but

which to the fame perlbn, when
a lover, are agonies ; the patience
ofSullivan was ex'haufted, and his

temper inflamed.

At this trying interval, he was

informed, that a competitor, re-

commended by her relations, had

been favorably received by his

miftrefs.

This intelligence rouzing every

malignant paflfion, and adding the

(ring of jealoufy and wounded

pride, to the provocation of re-

jected
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je&ed fondnefs, converted, in a

moment, this defpairing lover,

into a moft furious unrelenting

ruffian, a marauder of the moft

dangerous fpecies.

Defperate and fearlefs, he broke

into her mother's houfe at the

dead of night, feized the fleeping

beauty, and in fpite of outcries

and refinance, conveyed her to

a fequeftered fpot in the county
of Limeric.

Having fecured the avenues to

his retreat, which was an antient

caftle, and confidering himfelf as

fafe from the danger of immedi-

ate purfuit, he addrefled the

trembling fair one in the follow-

ing words.
" You have punifhed me fo

long and fo feverely for a very

(light offence, and have feen me

fufl'ering tortures with fuch ob-

durate unconcern, that hope is for

ever extinguimed in my bofom ; I

am convinced that I do not poflVfs

the leaft {hare of your affec-

tions.

" It is now too late, and in-

deed not in my power, to eradi-

cate an infatuation which has

wound i/felf
round every fibre of

ID y heart ;
life and death to me

are equally indifferent ; but the

blafter of my happinefs, the

mercenary confounders of all my
profpe&s fhall not go unpunifli-

ed ; may I perifti everlaftingly

if that jewel which I fo highly

prize, fhall ever be poflefled by
another.
"

It fhall not," continued Sul-

livan, in whofe ferocious eyes

furious paffion had wholly fup-

prefTed tendernefs and delicacy,
"

it (hall not be in the power of

a more wealthy rival to riot on

thofe beauties, the contempla-
tion of which has been for many
a day, the only folace of my
life."

Then grafping her in his arms

with the rude energy of fierce

defire, he was as happy as the

flrugles of relu&ant beauty,

and raptures, not mutual, could

make him.

So flagrant a violation of the

laws, alarmed the country ; and

a detachment of foldiers, headed

by the {heriff, in a few days ref-

cued the lady, and conducted

Sullivan to prifon.

He was tried and convi&ed ;

but, before fentence of death was

paffed, the court permitted him

to put the following queftion :

(f Madam ! matters have been

carried againft me with a high

hand, and they are now come to

an extremity which it is only in

your power to palliate; if you
will marry me, the court will

perhaps confider my cafe in ano-

ther li^ht, and fave my life ?"

"If I loved you," inftantly

replied the violated and indig-

nant female, erect, with
j
nit pride

and
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and refentment,
" If I loved you

to di(lra6tion,- I would not ttir a

ftep to fave your life. Although
the punifliment you are about to

undergo will not reftore my
blafted honor, it may hereafter

protect innocence from violence

and villainy."

This impetuous and mifguided

pupil of impulfe, foon after iuf-

f'ered an ignominious death.

It is not to defend his conduct

that the prefent article is infertcd ;

a more important objet, and I

truft, one of more moral tendency
was in view. Let thofe whom
nature gave form to enchant, and

beauty to enflave, let lovely,

bewitching women, be cautious

how they encourage the addreffes

of young men, led the natural

effuiions of cheerfulnefs and

good temper, mould be miftaken

for partiality and approbation.
In fueh cafes it becomes every

well-meaning woman to examine

her own heart, and the merits of

the candidate for her regard,

early, and with fcrupulous ac-

curacy. If he is fo unfortunate

as to prove neither interefting

nor agreeable, every good, and

every fenfible female, will at once

candidly fay fo, and fpeak her

mind with delicacy and firmnefs;

nopfor the fake of a dangler, ruin

a man's happinefs for ever.

The betrayer of virgin inno-

cence, /alls delervedly by the

fword of an unhappy father, or

an incenfed brother; the ravifli-

er is led to a difgraceful death,

and no one will complain ;
but

is the infamous coquette to go

unpunifhed, who fmilcs but to

deceive, and wins only to he-

tray ? if there be a hotter place

in hell, furely it muft be referved

for fuch unfeeling monfters !

Should this reflexion arreft

one woman in her unprincipled

career, or fave one lover from

experiencing that blafted once en-

couraged //.ope,
which makes the

heart fick, and leads to the bot^j

tomlefs abyfs of defpair and

death ; Sullivan will not have

fuffered, nor will Hackman have

died in vain.

OUNDERLAND, Earl of,
**-*

fecretary of ftate to King
James the lecond, and afterwards

to William the third.

This noble lord who betrayed
both his matters, married a

daughter ofJohn, the great Duke
of Marlborough, and publiflied a

few years before his death, an

Apology for his own Conduct ;

this curious piece of cafuiftry,did

him little iervi.ce ;
his arguments

amount to this :
" I promoted

arbitrary power in order to extin-

guifh it, and turned papift to

keep out popery ;" fuch princi-

ples are incompatible with the

magnanimity of a great Itatef-

man,
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man, and the integrity of a well-

meaning man.

Purfuing his favorite fyftem,
Lord Sundcrland was alternately

trullcd by, and betrayed all par-
ties

} exhibiting a fhamelefs po-
litical duplicity, in order to deter

others from imitating it
; yet I

have heard his lordmip's con-

duct defended on the fame prin-

ciple that a rotten rake is a mo-
ral auxiliary, and a ruined

Hack legs, a difluafive again ft

gaming.
But, {honld we chufe fuch

characters for our aflbciates ?

Would any man in his fenfes,

truft his money, his wife, or his,

daughter in fuch hands ?

It was propofed at a certain

time to compile an authentic and

impartial Hiftory of the Revolu-

tion in fixtecn hundred and

eighty eight ;
on this occafion,

an eminent whisj waited on ao

well-known character, to a(k if

Le would undertake it.

The literary man, a queer ec-

centric dog, and no mans enemy
Lut kit ou'n, immediately de-

manded, in his ufual way, with

one linger behind his ear, and

other geftures and grimace which

it was impotiib'.e to fee with a

grave countenance
;
he demand-

ed what he was to do with Lord

Sutherland's character.

The gentleman who applied, I

believe the worthy and rcfpecl-

able Addifon, was extremely dif-

concerted, being clofely and in-

timately connected with the earl

and all his family, and left the

room in filence.

Yet the writer in queftion, the

ingenious, but diftretfed Mr.

Smith, acled with laudable inde-

pendence and fpirit j truth and

plain faci would have offended

the perfons who employed him ;

but to have compofed a defence

of Lord Sunderland and others

who acled like him, would have

degraded the dignity of hiftory,

and have been wholly unworthy
an author, who ought always to

be an honeft man.

OUPERFLUOUS ENJOY.
MENT.

It is obferved by a late writer,

who ccnfures luxury, that the

opinions of modern politicians

are again ft him, that the evil he

laments they confider as a benefit:

'* Yet after all their arguments,"O *

continues the author I quote,-
"

I cannot but confider as mif-

ehievous, that propeniiry by
which vice is introduced, and ib

many countries have been un--

done."

In reply it has been fuid,. that

luxury undoubtedly introduces

vice, and is of courfe a lerioug

evil, but that no great naval and

commercial Hate can fubtift with-

out it : the Jclirable point, is, to

draw



SUPERSTITIOUS OBSERVANCES. 251

draw a precife line, where allow-

able innocent iuperfluity ceafes,

and vicious indulgence begins ;

with fuch a land-mark well efta-

bliflied by morality and good
fenfe, considerable latitude might
be given to luxury which is a

pleafure ar'ifing from the gratifi-

cation of artificial wants.

The coft and labor bellowed on
a fuperb fervice of plate has been

produced as a cafe in point, by
the.enemies as well as the advo-

cates for luxury; the firft have

infifted, that more is ded lifted

from, than added to the mais of

general happinefs, by the tranf-

mutaiion of filverore; that the

mifery and difeafe of the fquallid

(laves who extract it from the

bowels of the earth are not coin-

pen fated by any of the benefits

it afterwards produces ; that my
lord could juft as well eat his

dinner from an earthen dim, and

his butler carry wine as commo-

dioufly jn his hand, as on a

maffy falver.

Their opponents, in reply, have

obferved, that luxury is of the

higheft importance not only to

the merchant and financier, but

to the numerous individuals it

employs ;
for that thole who

fupply are to the full as happy as

thofe who enjoy the product of

their toil
;
food to the poor, and

to their children bread, is alfo an

important coafideration iu every

country, whofe population is

greater than agriculture can fur-

nifh with occupation.
In a word, while frugality and

fimple pleafures are the lot and

duty of humble life, the more

wealthy claflfes of fociety, by in-

dulging innocent fuperfluity and

guiltlefs luxury, increafe the

circle of their own enjoyments,
and render effential iervices to

others.

I am not certain whether this

article is or is not a repetition of

what I have laid in that of

MANDEVILLE.

QUPERSTITIOUS OBSER-
VANCES, after the Refor-

mation.

In a country which, but eighty

years before, had dreamed with

the blood of protellant martyrs,
who can read, without aftonifli-

ment, that the following cere-

monies were made ufe of, and,

confidercd as effential by an

Englifh prelate, before a build-

ing, made witk hands, could be

made ufe of, for the purpofe of a

creature, like man, imploring

forgivenefs of his Maker, and alt-

ing a thankful heart ?

The church in queftion was

that of St. Catherine Creed,
which had been lately repaired.

As the bifhop, Dr. Laud, ap-

proached the weftern door, he

joined, with his reverend a Mi ft -

ants,
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ants, in the following ex-

es' amation :
lt

Open, ye ever-

lafling doors, that the King of

Glory may come in." This was

repeated, till the doors opening

inward, as by an invifible hand,
admitted them. They then prof-

trated themfelves
; and, in the

name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghoft, pronounced
It holy ground ; the 'bifhop, in

the mean time, collecting duft in

his hand, flattered it in the air.

He next \vent round the church,
xvith feveral eminent doctors, in

proceffion, repeating the nine-

tenith, and alfo the hundredth

pfahn.
Curfes were then folemnly

pronounced again ft all thofe who
Should prophane the holy place ;

Dr. Laud devoutly bowing to

the eaft, at the end of every

curfe, and concluding each with,
" Let all the peoplefay, Amen.'*

Bleffings were alfo' copioufly

poured forth on the builders and

framers of the church, and the

c'ontributers towards its orna-

ments.

After the fermon, our zealous

prelate proceeded to confccrate,

and aduainrftef the facrament.

lie approached the communion

table, alternately bending his

body, and railing his head and

rye> io\v;irds Ih-aven. Having
reached a table, on which the

bread and wine flood, but co-

vered, he made a paufc, appa-

rently breathing forth pious eja-

culations
;
then making feveral

bows, and reading many prayers,
he ventured toraife up the corner

of the napkin, wherein the bread

was enclofed
;

as foon as the ve-

getable producliou caught his

eye, the cloth dropped inconti-

nently from his hand, his coun-

tenance and geflures exhibited

ftrong marks of awe and venera-

tion, and, Jlrnck as it were by

holy fear, he retired backwards

many fteps. With the like

forms, exactly, fcrupuloufly, and

almoft theatrically praclifed, with

regard, to the wine, particularly

the retreating backward, the fa-

crament was at length adminif-

tered, and the ceremony of con-

f<" ration concluded.

In lefs than two years after,

another circumftance occurred,

xvhich proved, that the bifhop
retained the inquifitorial difpofi-

tion, as well as the fuperfti-

tious notions, of the church of

Rome.
The collegiate church of St.

Edmund, in the city of Salifbury,

had, with its revenues, remained

in the hands of the- crown, from

the clays of the rapacious and li-

bidinous Henry, to the reign of

James the firft, when it was fold

to a private perfon ; and having

fuccefiively paflfed through feve-

ral hands, was at length pur-

chafed
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chafed by the pariftnoners, who

repaired it, and made it their

parifh church.

The windows had been pre-

ferved, and were painted after the

old fafhion, containing, among
other things, the hiflory of the

creation, in which God the Fa-

ther was reprefented in the form

of an old man, with compaffes
in his hand. This picture of-r

fended many who frequented the

church
;

in the warmth of pro-
teftant zeal, they confidered it as

a remnant of the whore of Ba-

bylon. A veftry being called,

it was propofed by Mr. Henry
Sherfield, Recorder of Salisbury,
and one of the congregation of

St. Edmund's, to remove the

obnoxious window, which was

agreed to
; and the next morn-

ing, fending for a glazier, he ac-

companied him to the church,
and pointed out with his ftick

the glafs which was to be chang-
ed

; in the heat of reform, or the

carelefsnefs of indifference, he

broke feveral of the panes.

This a&ion of Sherfield was

reported to the biuSop, by one of

thofe good-natured Jrivnds in a

neighbourhood, which few men
are without; an information was

exhibited againft him in the Star

Chamber, he was committed to

prifon, fined five hundred pounds,
and removed from his poft.

(DURFACE, CHARLES, in^ the School for Scandal, the

effecls of fuch a character, held

up for applaufe and admiration,

injurious to the interefts of fo-

ciety. See SHERIDAN, ob-

lerving, that nothing in that ar-

ticle is meant to extend to a de-

fence of the fentimental hypo-

crify of Jofeph.

QUTHERLAND, JAMES,
*^

Judge of the Admiralty
Court at Minorca, from which

he was difmifled in an arbitrary

manner by General Murray, the

governor, who afterwards fur-

rendered that ifland.

Mr. Sutherland received pe-

cuniary iatisfaotion j but it was

not money that could reltore

tranquillity to a mind endued

with the higheft and mod delir

cate fenfe of honor.

This unmerited difmiffion, of

which his royal matter never gave

any public mark of dilapproba-

tion, inflicted a deep wound,
which never was healed

; he

confidered himielf as facrificed

to heat of temper and mifre-

prefentation ; his pecuniary re-

iburces failed, and the afflicting

humiliation oi'poverly, was ad-

ded to the anguifli of a wounded

fpirit.

After repeated appeals and pe-

titions, which were either negr
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lecled or not received ; finding
it no longer in his power to

druggie with the evils of his fitu-

ation
; unable to dig, and afiiam-

cd to beg, he deliberately put an

cud to his exiitence, in the pre-

fence of the ibvereign who had

beenfo flrongly prejudiced agaiuft

him; as the king, in his carriage,

wasdcfcendingConftitution Hill,

in the Green Park, in Auguit,
feventeen hundred and ninety-
one ; when the unhappy man,

falling on one knee, lodged
the contents of a piltol in his

heart.

This is not the firfl inftance,

in which royal favor has been

followed by defpair and filicide.

Early in the prefcnt reign, Mr.

Yorke, a younger branch of the

Hardwicke family, had been pre-

vailed on, by the immediate per-

fonal application of the king, to

accept the feals, contrary to the

mod exprefs and facred promifes

he had made to his political af-

fooiates.

On this occafion, our young

lawyer, remarkable for acute in-

tellect, keen fenfibihty, and per-

fonal worth, was expofed, for

hours, to the moft preffing ill-

treaties, which he refitted with

firnmefs, but with decency and

After, a long, and apparently

an ineffectual ftruggle, the royal

c-ombatant found that vi&orvwas

unattainable on the fair even

ground, of equity and good faith:

he therefore dexteroufly fliifted

his attack from the underftanding
to the paffions and feelings of

his unhappy ful>jel.

After reproaching him, with a

mixture of tendernefs and anger,

for his cruelty and ingratitude

towards a friend who loved him,
and a king, to whom he and his

family mnft be indebted for every

thing they hoped for or enjoyed,

he fuddenly funk on his knees,

and burlt into tears.

Such arguments, and fuch rhe-

toric, Mr. Yorke felt himlelf un-

able either to anfwer or oppofe:

in an agonizing conflict be-

tween his loyalty and his inte-

grity, his honor and his imerefi;

in a fatal, a faithlefs moment, he

gave way.

Every expedient to foothe, to

heal, to reconcile, to animate,

and exalt, was indultrioufly fe-

lecled ;
he was to be the confi-

dential friend of his mafter, not

a minifterial tool, and an honor-

able title was to be attached to

the feals. But, on his return

from the king's clofet, he found

the door of that brother whom he

had deceived, forever flmt againft

him.

Few of my readers will wifh

me to recite the bloody conclufi-

on of this negotiation; it may be

fufKcient to obfervt, that he ex-

hibited
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hibited every fymptom of mental

anguifli, and hopelefs repentance,

but not of deranged intellect;

aud that the Barony of Morden
was never regiftered in thehoufe

of peers.

The fecond inftance was Ge-

neral Carpenter, a military vete-

ran, whole long life, devoted to

the public fervjces, or the doinef-

tic offices of his fovereign, was

not fufficient to protect him from

court calumny, and the arrow

which flieth in the dark. He
withdrew from the fervile herd,

who watch the fiirnal to flatter orO
to hate

;
he withdrew from that

countenance, which, till then,

had beheld him with approba-

tion, to die valley and fliadovv of

death.

It is not my wifh, however

obvious the inttances, however

eafy the talk, it is not my wifh

to crowd the page with examples
of injured private worth, and

royal ingratitude ;
but fhould

this perifhable volume, in its ra-

pid defcent to the land of obli-

vion, chance to be perufed by

kings, or their defcendants, it may
ferve to remind them, that fub-

jects are men of like paffions and

jike feelings with themfelves
;

that the wounds of deception,

injury, orinfult, are doubly en-

venomed, when inflicted by thofe

who are protected by eminence,

power and wealth, from an ap-

peal to the fword.

Perfons of that exalted defcrip-

tion {hould recollect, that, by

tempting us from the paths of

rectitude, with thofe rewards

placed at their difpofal, for far

other purpofes, the main ipring of

moral conduct is effentially in-

jured ; that one vicious charac-

ter rewarded, or one good man

difgraced, may influence the

conduct of thoufands, whom fear

cannot awe, and precepts will not

reach. Great men ought not to be

difappointed if, (as was the cafe

with David Mallet, and a fervant

who had robbed him) after fub-

verting the doBnne of rewards

and punij}im.ent!> 9 their own im-

pious theories, mould operate

againft themfelves.

The feveral inltances I have

mentioned, were confidered in

the light of lunacy, according to

the legal judicial opinion, and in

compliance with the ufeful, per-

haps the amiable prejudices of

mankind in favor of unfortunate

relatives.

Yet I cannot perfuade myfclf
to think that a refolution to com-
mit the damnable aud unpardon-
able crime of luicide, alone, and

not accompanied with other cir-

cumftances, is any greater proof
of an abfence of reafon, than the

commiffion of any iin of pro-

per-
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portionate horror and magni-
tude.

The parricide, plunging his

knife into that bofoni from which

he firft drew the dreams of life,

and the mother, dooming her ill-

fated offspring to untimely death,

fiand in the fame predicament
with the felf-deftroyer; they all

appear, from previous perturba-

tion, and, in Ibme inftances, of

lingering death, from fubfequent

repentance, fully aware of the

unnatural abominations they have

been guilty of, and the certainty
of punifhment, fooner or later,

overtaking them.

Paffion, avarice, a fear of

fhame, a dread of the world, of

ridicule, of poverty, difgrace,

contempt, and depreflion, equal-

ly goad them on to that precipice

which they dread at the moment

they rufh down.

Every deviation from moral

reft i tude, may, perhaps, ftri&ly

Ipcaking, be a fpecies of tempo-

rary madnefs; but if an inordi-

nate purfuit of bad means, to-

wards the attainment of unlaw-

ful ends if fearching for a de-

ceitful refource againtt calamities

and diftreffes, which, at times,

have harrowed up the heart-

firings of us all, are unerring cri-

terions of inlanity; I cannot but

be of opinion, that the intellects

of the felon, or highwayman, are

equally deranged with ihofe of the

devoted fuicide : and I fear that

few of us have been able to fleer

fo cautioufly, at certain periods
of our lives, but that our con-
duel and convictions have at

times been wretchedly at vari-

ance.

Sutherland may be produced
in fupport of my theory: educat-

ed with the niceft fenfe of ho-

nor, and flern integrity, and in

the habits of intimacy with men
of great military worth, and con-

fiderable political fagacity; with

a female family, initiated (per-

haps culpably initiated, for &

man whofe income was only for

life, as it is- not my intention to

defend his conduct) in the mo-
dern forms of fafhion, and ele-

gant accomplishment.
Thus fituated, and thus fur-

ronnded, he was in one moment
ciifmifTed

;
in one moment eve-

ry iburce of neceflary fupport, as

well as refined plealure, was cut

oft"; whililhewas ftruggling with

penury, corporal malady was

added to mental diftrefs, which,
at times, tinctured his conduct,

language, and manners, with in-

coherence, and irregularity,

miftaken, long before the fatal

cataltrophy, for fymptoms of

madnefs.

After furveying the ground on

which he flood, environed, on

every fide, by precipices, and co-

vered with the thorns of misfor-

tune,
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tune, while the trifling, the un-

worthy, and the infamcus, were

revelling on beds of roles : for-

getting that the paths of religion,

if explored, would open treasures

of comfort to his afHifted foul,

and that Providence, in its good

time, would undoubtedly fend

fricndmip, folace, and relief,

Sutherland preferred the terri-

ble uncertainties of death, to a

life of poverty, pain, and impor-

tunity.

I hope not to be fufpe&ed of

pointing out the conduct he pur-

lued, as worthy of imitation I-
with all his

fterling merit, and

goodnefs of heart, he was culpa-
ble in the higheft degree : his

tranfgrefiion is, perhaps, the only
one again ft which the gates of

mercy will be
everlaftingly bar-

red.

He is to be ranked, how-
ever reluctantly it may be allow-

ed, among thole offenders who
have deprived children of a fa-

ther, the world of a friend, and

fociety of a ufeful member ; a

perpetrator of * murder moft vile,

foul, and unnatural :' but after

confidering his treatment, fitua-

tion, and temper, I eannot think

his conduct lurprizing, or that

he was mad when he put an end
to his life.

If ftmefinen, minifters, and

kings, (hall hereafter learn not to

trifle with the
feelings and mis-

VOL. m.

fortunes of diftrefled worth j a

valuable man, and a meritorious

officer, will have been facrificed

to a ufeful purpofe.
It was obferved, by a noble

lord, that a tenth part of the

money beftowed on the family

after his deceafe, would have

fnatched the unhappy Sutherland

from deftru&ion.

CWIFT, DR. delineated and

laid open filth and naftinefs,

for the purpofe of inculcating

fcrnpulous cleanlinefs. See

MONSEY, DR. who appears to

have trod in .the fame naufeatiog

path, but on different princi-

ples.

HTAR AND FEATHERS;
** a democratic punifhrnent,

frequently reforted to, at the

commencement of the war which

produced the American revolu-

tion.

It was alfo praclifed by the

B ifhop ofHal berftadt,when in the

year fix teen hundred and twen-

ty-three, he invaded the territo-

ries of the Elector Palatinej who,
if I miftake not, was the unfor-

tunate King of Bohemia, and

fon-in-law to James the firft,

Kino- of England.O O

Having plundered and burnt

two monafteries, the bimop e;ave

particular directions to his fol-

diers, to fecure the perfons ofthe

s nuns
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nuns and friars unhurt, as they

ruflied from the flaming edi-

fices.

Then ordering them to be

dripped naked, their bodies were

fmeared with tar, after which,
each individual was tumbled into

a feather bed, ripped open and

prepared for the purpofe.

When the terrified inhabitants

had been thus re-clothed^ they

were hunted out of the camp,
towards the interior parts of the

country; the prelate, in the mean

time exclaiming, "Let us fee if

the ihepherd will recognize his

own flock."

Tarring and feathering is alfo

mentioned, in an ancient milita-

ry code, faid to be drawn up by
-Richard Cceur de Lion, previous

to fetting out on his expedition

to the holy land. The reafon

given by the royal legiflator, for

adopting fo fingular a mode of

punimment, (I believe for the

crime of theft) is, that the of-

fender being landed at the firft

place they touched, after his con-

viction; and, being thus marked,

would be generally known, and

universally avoided.

HPASTE IN CRITICISM.
-"- Tafte has been called an

inftinct fuperior to ftudy, furer

than reafoning, and more rapid

than reflection.

He who reads a book, profef-

fedly to* find fault with it, has

been compared to .a dog at a

public dinner
;

he feeds only

upon that which the guefts throw

away.

Yet, furely it is poflible for a

critic to receive exquifite plea-

fure from the beauties of a book,

fome pafiages of which he hath

previoufly and feverely cenlu-

ri'd.

A modern, who with confi-

derable literary attainments,unites

what is not always pofiefled by

authors, a practical knowledge of

the bufinefs of human life, pro-
nounced at his own table, an

early and unfavorable opinion

againft a popular work, publifh-

ed more -than thirty years ago:
he infilled, that in a fliort time,

when the magic influence of ele-

gant language, brilliant meta-

phor, and meafured fentences,

was pafied away, the majority of

general readers would be of his

party: his prediction hath been

amply verified.

But in the high tide of fame

and popularity, which the book

he condemned had then acquir-

ed, he was frequently rallied for

fo prepofteroufly and obftinately

diflenting from the common opi-

nion ; he rigidly adhered to his

own,and on one of thefe occafions

defended himfelf, by telling the

follow-
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following ftory, related by a

Spanifh writer, of the laft cen-

tury.

Two connoifleurs were afked

their opinion of a calk of Xe-

res wine ;
after half a dozen

glafles, and a fcore or two of fci-

entific fmacks and palatings,

they both agreed that it had an

excellent body ; but, one ofthem

added, it was a pity it tafted fo

ftrongly of rufty iron
;
while the

other regretted, that the flavour

and finell of leather, had in fome

way or other been commu-
nicated to the liquor in quef-

tion.

The Bacchanalian critics were

laughed at for their whims and

fancies, and the proprietor of the

vineyard, fomewhat irritated, did

not again invite them to taile of

its produce.

On opening the cafk, previous

to the vintage, a year or two af-

terwards, for the purpofe of clean

ing or repair, there appeared to

be fome foundation for the fin-

gular declarations they had made;
a piece of leather, fattened to a

rufty nail, was found at the bot-

tom of the veflel.

HPAVANES, a Marfhal of
"

France, during the nominal

reign of Charles the ninth; though
it was his. mother, Catharine de

Medicis, who in fa& governed
the kingdom.

In the wars of the league,

this catholic commander exhi-

bited confiderable fkill and intre-

pidity, he may be aptly contraft

ed with D'Aubigne, the fubje&
ofan article in my firft volume ;

a zealous proteftant, equally

haughty, predominating and paf-

fionate, in fupport of the opinions
he profefied. Tavanes, warmly
attached to the catholic church,

and the Guifes, confidering a

departure from the eftabliftied

religion of his country, as the

worft of fins, felt no compunc-
tion in perfonally directing the

bloody maifacre of St. Bartho-

lomew.

In thefe, as in other inftances,

a blind attachment to characters,

not very immaculate, and the

fury of religious zeal, hurried

two eminent, perhaps well-mean-

ing men, into error and crimes ;

D'Aubigne, after a long and in-

efteclual flruggle again ft the tri-

umphant catholics, became al-

moft a rebel, an infurgent,

and ultimately an exile
;
Ta-

vanes, with ftrong feelings, a

nice fenfe of honor, and confider-

able military merit, muft be

handed down to pofterity, as a

bigot, and an aflaffin.

The grey
- headed marfhalj

whofe orthodox loyalty glowed
with unabated fervor in the laft

act of life, died on his way to the

memorable fiege of Rochelle.

s 2 He
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He was fucceeded in honors by
his fon, who accompanied his

father in moft of his campaigns,
and erected a monument to his

memory^ Avith an infcription,

almoft as bombaft as the ftyle of

Bonaparte.
He aflerts, that death was the

only enemy his father never con-

quered : but William has left

what he probably thought a more

durable memorial of the glories

of his family, a folio volume of

memoirs of the life of his father,

with a portrait of the fierce old

foldier, admirably expreffive of

his character, although coarfely

engraved ; it is the countenance

of a military veteran, ereft, and

confcioufly triumphant, like

fome old tyrant in ancient tapef-

trv.
>

The memoirs, I know from

experience, will exhauft the pa-
tience of a modern reader; they
commence with Noah's quitting
the ark, and defcend, in a feries

perpetually interrupted by apo-

thegms, religious, moral, politi-

cal, and didactic, to the family
of his hero.

Considerable acutenefs, deep

thinking, a thorough knowledge
of the world, and the political

ftate of Europe, frequently ap-

pear, but fo total an abfence of

arrangement and order, that a

work, which might have been

made interefting and inftru&ive,

degenerates into an irkfome ipe-

cies of literary labor.

Four fmgular preliminary

pieces are prefixed to the me-

moirs, each of which the author

calls Avis au Roi ;
in one he pro-

pofes to his majetly, to unite all

Europe in one religion, but

pointedly condemns ufing any
violent means againft thole who
differ from us in fpeculative opi-

nions ;
"

herei'y, it is true, is

worfe than plague, petlilence,

and famine ;
but it is a difeafe

which muft be gradually cured

by education, by argument, and

gentle perfuafion; how cruel,

ungrateful, and impolitic is it_,

to perfecute men who have fo

often bled in fighting our bat-

tles?"

My readers may probably wifh

to know how this fair-fpeaking

man would proceed j take his

own words,
" At one and the

fame time, and without previous

warning, let all the chief leaders

and principal teachers of the Hu-

gonots, be feized and confined;

place garrifons in all their

cautionary towns and flrong

holds.

" As the differences between

the catholics and calvinifts are

very flight, it would not be diffi-

cult to bring the whole kingdom
to a uniform proi'effion of faith ,

if
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if the eftabliflied clergy could be

prevailed on to reform the pre-

lent ecclefiaftic .abufes, and a-

mend their lives.

" If however, in fpite of our

remonftrances and admonitions,

the Hugonots continue refraCio-f

ry, their property muft be confif-

cated, and their places of worfliip

be fhut up ;
lut publJJk no edl6ls9

they only ferve to alarm, ex-

afperate, and unite malecon-

tents.

" The great obftacle to this

plan," continues the author of

the memoirs,
"

is the King of

England, who, like his predecek

for, is watching every opportuni-

ty to encourage difcord and re-

volt among your majefty's fub-

jecls : fortunately for my fcheme,

the prefent king (James the firft)

is fonder of books than arms :

an ambaffador, properly inftmot-

ed, mould bedifpatehed to him
;

ftratagem, fair promifes, and

golde?i arguments muft be made

ufe of.

If thefe fail, find work for that

monarch on his own mores ; let

thefe haughty iflanders be taught,

that a favorable wind and tide,

can in a few hours waft from the

ports of Dieppe, Havre, and

Calais, three armies of thirty

thoufand men each, which, join-
ed by the catholics and difaifecl-

ed, already on the fpot, may by
one brilliant vi&ory, decide the

fate of a country in which there

are no ftrong fortrefies."

It is worthy of remark, that

the fanguine Frenchman, enters

fomewhat at large into a de-

tail of the invafion he projects,

and that his plan in fome refpccls

bears a refemblance to certaiij

attempts of his countrymen,

againft this and a fifter country,

during the prefent war
j

in all of

which they have hitherto been

happily and gallantly defeated.

He propofes, that one of the

difembarkations mall take place

in Scotland, another in Armo-

rica, (Wales) a third on the KfT
fex coaft, as near as poffible to

the metropolis, for the purpofe
of a coup de main ; in order to

create a diversion, he advifes a

fourth army to be fent againli

Ireland.

" But as felfimnefs and ambi-

tion, ruin the beft-conccrted en-

terprises," continues William de

Tavanes,
''the powers of Europe

would be convulfed, before it

could be fettled WHICH OF THEM
SHOULD HAVE ENGLAND J if

that citadel of the proteftants

was once demolimed, the holy
catholic church would reign tri-

umphant, over the greater part

of the civilized world."

In another Avis an Roi, or

memorial, he wjlhes his majefty
to declare war againft the King
of Spain, to fccure the ftrong

places
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places in Flanders, and to con-

quer Piedmont, Savoy, Genoa,
and Nice ; and, becaufe an alli-

ance with infidels, who pollute

the holy land, and defile a fpot,

rendered facred by the prefence,
and miracles of Chrift, and his

difciples, is unworthy of, and

difgraceful to Chriftians, he re-

commends attacking the Turks,
and wifhes leave to be afked of

the pope, to arm ten thoufand of

the religious orders, Capuchins,
Cordeliers and JACOBINS; "With
this catholic army, let a defcent

be made on Egypt, by way of

diftra&ing the attention of the

Muflulmen."

Such are the outlines of his

plan, imagined more than two

hundred years ago; probably

thought at that period, the vifi-

onary, unpra&icable fcheme, of

a fanguine projector, and for

which he was perhaps laughed
at ; yet all, and more than he

enjoins, hath, in the prefent day,
been attempted, and in a great
meafure executed by France,
under the iron fceptre of demo-
cratic defpotifm ; not indeed ex-

actly for the purpofe of eftablifh-

ing the catholic religion.

The writer of the memoirs,
Jbnd'of flying from his fubje&
on every occafion, enters largely
into the bufinefaof military edu-

ption, and fpeaking of the qua-

lifications neceflary for a foldier,

inculcates them, in a ftrain of

rigid ariftocracy.
" The firft and moft indifpen-

fible requifite, is, that he muft be

a gentleman by blood as well as

education, for neither will do

alone j every man of rank, pro-

perty, and confederation, who
has three fons, (hould devote two

of them to the military profefli-

on ; but patrician blood on the

father's fide only, is not fuffici-

ent; a mother, fprung from a

mean, vicious, and unhealthy

family, or SUCKLED BY A NURSE

OF THIS DESCRIPTION, will cer-

tainly produce, and in many in-

ftances has produced, a bafe and

degenerate offspring."

He wifhes boys defigned for

the army, to be early enured to

toil and hardfhip, to all winds

and all weathers
;
that their tu-

tor mould be a gentleman, many
of that defcription, the younger
brothers of decayed but good far

milies, if properly treated, might

beeafily procured to undertake this

important charge; for a low-born

tutor will infallibly inculcate

maxims and fyftems, confonant

with his birth.

He then enumerates the par-

ticular branches of knowledge

they ought to acquire ;
to love

and ferve God, to honor the

king, to be kind to their fellow

crea?
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creatures, to fpeak the truth on

all occafions, and at every rifk;

to handle the fmall fword, to ride

the great horfe, to fwim, to leap,

to wreftle and to dance; perform-

ing on fome infirument of mufic,

he obferves, has been thought

proper by fome,
" but it is not

only unnecefTary, but degrading
to a gentleman and a foldier."

nTAILOR, the art of becom-
**

ing one, a work publifhed
and announced as the joint pro-

duction of a fociety of adepts in

the profejfion !

" The objecl of our book is

tofurnifh the world with a com-

plete guide to ornamental cover-

ing ; a comprehenfive analyfis of

beauty and elegance in drefs
; in

which infinite pains have been

taken, and various talents united

to form rules, applicable, in all

cafes, for cutting out garments ;

a work which will, on the firft

view, convince the uninformed

mind, that, with a little applica-

tion, he may become a compleat
tailor!"

A fatirift once wonder'd any man
could be fo foolifli as to think of

dying in a country like England,
where infallible remedies were of-

fered for every difeafe to which hu-

man nature is fubjecT:; and, furely
he muft be deficient in tafte, and

infenfible to grace as well as

fafliion, who wears an ill-made

coat; when broad cloth, ftay-

tape, and buckram, are the fub-

je6t of literary and fcientific dif-

cuffion ;
and where the {hears,

admeafurements, and proportions

of a habit maker, are guided by
anatomical precifion, and mathe-

matical demonflration.

In the moment of preparing

my prefent volume for the prefs,

a fpirited, a kindred artift,ihough

not a tailor, incited by patriot-

i.fm, or provoked by great exam-

ple, has publifhed, what he calls

an Addrefs to the noble and ge-

nerous Ladies of Great Bri-

tain,

In this elaborate production,

he ventures to aflert,that although

Frenchmen, and other foreigners,

have, for a long time, infolently

pretended they were the only

connoiffeurs in the art of making

JJioes, fur the faire/l part of the

creation, an art co-eval with the

human fpecies'j he does not doubt

convincing any lady, who will

favor him with a vifit, that it is

equally in the power of an Eng-
limman, to hit off exactly, and to

the fraction of a hair's breadth,

the length of her foot.

(t He does not doubt convinc-

ing any woman of fafliwn^ who
will honor him with a call, of

the total ignorance of thefe out-

landifh pretenders to the myfle-

rics of a fcience they unworthily

profefs, and in which they obfli-

nately
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nately perfevere, in fpite of na-

ture and their ftars ; without

credit tothemfelves, or comfort to

the kingdom at large."

HPEA, the leaf of a Chinefe
-*

fhrub, which, gathered at

different feafons, and prepared in

various ways, often defcribed,

but never clearly underftood, is

become an indifpenfable article

of European life
; conftitut'mg in

its moft fimple and coarfe form,

part of the homely but unfub-

ftantial fubfiftence of the cotta-

ger, while the refined and more

expenfive preparations of it, af-

ford a fragrant beverage to the

luxurious, the fedentary, the de-

licate and fair.

This bewitching exotic, a pow-
erful inftrument of finance, as

well as a clomeftic favorite in

Downing ftreet, enabled Mr.

Pitt, by a COMMUTATION, not

exactly equitable, to put feveral

millions into the exhaufted trea-

fury of theLeadenhallfovereigns ;

whilft the commodity in quef-

tion, diminifhing in goodnefs, as

it was railed in price, his far-

famed act has darkened our win-

dows, and difturbed the comforts

of our brcakfaft.

Yet, after all that wit can in-

vent, or ingenuity alledge, it

cannot be denied, that the Tea

Bill, with other mcafures, in

fpme degree connected with, and

following it up, has produced a

vaft addition to the public reve-

nue, and infli&ed incurable

wounds on contraband traffic.

It is not introduced in this

place, to difcufs its political im-

portance, or its effefts on our

health, though I underftand it to

be a point generally agreed on by
medical men, that a vegetable fo

generally, and almoft univerfally

ufed, whofe infufion is fwallowed

by thoufands, and tens of thour

fands, nearly eight hundred times

a year, cannot, taken in modera-

tion, with cream and fugar, be fo

injurious as certain writers have

defcribed it.

The eloquence of an ancient

on the fubje<St of wine, has been

often remarked
; perhaps a par-

tiality equally ftrong, may be

excufed in a man, whofe morn-

ing folace, and whofe even-

ing pleafure, is the tea table ;
de-

licious neclar ! which difllpatcd

the melancholy of Dr. Johnion,
and after the fatigues of travel-

ling, and the fiery ray of an Ita-

lian fun, afforded to Mr. BIT-

done, a cordial reltorative, be-

yond all that wine or cookery
could afford.

Who has not experienced the

falutary dilution of a cup of tea,

after a dinner, which, tempting

him beyond the bounds of mode-

ration, has rtupificd and debili-

tated his faculties ;
on thcie oc-r

cafions
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fions it is a fovereign remedy for

what a French author calls the

horrors of digtfiion.

Where is the man who has not

frequently felt thankful fora fum-

nions to lea, which, in exchange
for execrable wine, and converla-

tion more abominable than its

dregSjgavehim female fmiles, live-

ly company, a fragrant beverage,
and intereliing beautiful objects?
Yet I have heard the call to tea,

lamented, by thofe who preferred

bumpers, toafts, and other topics,

equally revolting to tafte and

common fenfe.

Tea and cards may have intro-

ducedyo/rte evils, but we certainly

are indebted to them, for that

general moderation, fo defirably

oppofite to the filthy exccfles of

the laft century. They have ef-

fected a revolution in our man-

ners, which divines and fatirifts

long, and vainly attempted ;

they have abridged a period too

often devoted to intemperance,
and are temptations fufficiently

powerful to feduce the bou vivant

from his bottle, and the vices at-

tached to it. Whether they have

rendered us more trifling, effemi-

nate, and infipid, and whether in

certain particulars, we are quite
fuch fafe characters, as compa-
nions, friends, and inmates, I

will not determine.
"

T was miking into all the

xmnianlinefs of intoxication, ri-

baldry, and nonfenfe," faid the

late Lord Lyttleton, in a letter

to a friend, who finned and re-

pented more than moft men,
" when the goddefs of prudence,

in the two-fold fliape of a tea-pot

and a pack of cards, relcued me
from a ni^ht, which commenc-O *

ing in drunkennefs, would have

terminated in infamy and degra-

dation."

In the enjoyment of fuch be-

nefits, let us not be too fcrupu-

loufly nice in examining the mo-

tives which incite us.

But I have wandered from the

circumllance which firft led me
to the fubjeci of my prefent ar-

ticle ; it was the immenfe quanti-

ty of bullion annually fent out of

the kingdom, for the purchafe of

this fafciharing vegetable. I fpeak

not of one, of ten, or of twenty
thoufand pounds being yearly

remitted, it would be no more

than a drop out of the ocean, at

grain of fand from the defarts of

Arabia.

It is a more weighty, a more

ftupendous mafs of out going, of

which I wi(h to fpeak; enormous

chefts, cart and waggon -loads of

folid hard money, monthly or

yearly exported, and fent to the

Chinefe market, without a pof-

fibility of a fingle penny-weight
of the precious metal, ever again

returning to England ; the pro-

duce of a few trinkets, and half

a dozen
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a dozen hundred weight of tin,

are icarccly worth mentioning.
I rejoice, that an expenditure,

injurious in every political and

commercial view, (for the crafty

mandarin would reject and mock
our bank notes) I rejoice, that

an annual drain, which perfever-

cd in, would exhauft Potoji and

Golconda, has attracted the feri-

ous notice of government, and

as I am informed, was the origi-

nal ftimulus to Lord Macart-

ney's embafiy ;
the purpofes of

which were evidently defeated by
the infidious arts of a commercial

rival.

I (hall feel happy if my little

effort at all contributes to rouze

public attention to the objecl: in

queftion ; all poffible methods

ihould be tried to tempt the cun-

ning Chinele, to alter or improve
in our favor, an intercourfe,

which, continued in its prefent

niode, muft be ruinous and fatal.

Is there no intrepid genius,who
could be prevailed on by fame,

and a vaft reward, to plunge into

the heart of their empire, to wind

into the core of their myfteries,

and difcover their modes of cul-

tivating and preparing tea?

Would it not be poilible, in fome

of our fettlements, in a fimilar

latitude, to find a fpot in which

the tea-tree might be planted,

and thrive?

The bufinefs of which I fpeak
is fo important, I had almoft

faid, fo eflential to our exiftence,

as a commercial kingdom, that

art, fraud, or violence, if all

other means fail, muft be ufed

to attain our purpofe.
Could not a fufficient number

of natives, acquainted with the

procefs, be prevailed on to ac-

company our Eaft India com-
manders on their return ? if en-

ticing will not do, fuch is the

neceffity of the cafe, that I would

at all rilks, and in any manner,
feize fix or feven properly quali-

fied, bind them hand and foot,

and after telling them that liber-

ty and ample reward fhould im-

mediately follow, a candid and

real communication ; I would

detain them prifoners till the

truth of what they faid had

been confirmed by repeated tri-

als.

If the Emperor of China mould

refent fuch conduft, I would tell

him, in an audible voice, and

with a Britim fquadron at the

mouth of the Canton, to give ef-

fet to my words, I would tell

him, that the whole world is a

collection of focieties, each in

fome way connected with, and

to a certain degree controuled by
the intcrefts of another ;

that in

private, as well as public inter-

courfe, mutual accommodation
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is a paramount law, that he muft

find out or create wants and

wifhes, amongft his fubjecls,
in

our power to i'upply, and equal

to our demand, for the produc-

tion of his kingdom.9
In a word, after confeffing

the importance of the tea-

trade, as a considerable branch

of revenue, and the {hipping as

undoubtedly a great national ob-

ject; in every point of view, po-
litical or commercial, we muft

not perfift in watting- by every

wind, and every wave, fuch car-

goes of the precious metals, and

pouring them profufely into the

lap of a haughty, fufpicious, fan-

taftic nation ;
whom it is diffi-

cult, if not impoflible to perfuade

to take even the final left propor-

tion of Engliih articles in ex-

change.

Pocketing our money withaf-

fe&ed gravity, but inward con-

tempt, they gracioufly permit
us to load our (hips with their

magic leaf; we quaff the deli-

cious infufion, and forget the

ftate of beggary to which a con-

tinuance of this trade, in its pre-

Jent form, will inevitably reduce

us, if perfcvered in for another

century.

Confiderable pains were taken,

for a long time, to convey the

feeds of the tea-plant to Europe,

but jn vain ;
it was found, that

the oil in which they abound,
becomes rancid, and deftroys
their vegetative power.
A Swedim captain, aware of

the circumftance, or initrucled

by fuperior fagacity, planted

fome frefh feed in a garden pot,

previous to his quitting China,
in feventeen hundred and

lixty-

three, and the experiment was

found to fucceed.

The plant exhibited as the

tea-fhrub, before that time, in

Englifh gardens, was the Caflinc.

The lively Vivaat Denon, a

traveller and writer, worthy let-

ter companions and a Letter

caufe, defcribes A TEA-POT among*/ O
the ornaments reprefentcd on the

walls of an Egyptian ruin.

The utcnfil he mentions, might
have been employed in infufing,
and in pouring forth the infu-

fion, of other vegetable fubftan-

ces: the fimple art of
extracting

by maceration, the flavor or the

virtue of plants, I mould appre-
hend has been praclifed in moft

countries, at an early ftage of ci-

vilization.

HPEMPLE OF THE DRU-
**

IDS, an ancient ftrulure,
and an invaluable fpecimen of

aboriginal architecture, difcover-

ed at Jerfey, on throwing up
ground for the new works erect-

ed in defence of that ifland.

Struck
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Struck with the magnitude of

ftones, which puzzle the calcu-

lator of mechanic power, to guefs
how they were moved ; and deep-

ly impreffed with a conviction of

how much they owed to the me-
ritorious exertions oftheir worthy

Governor, General Conway; the

inhabitants of Jerfey fent the fa-

bric piece-meal, as a durable and

proper prefent to the honorable

military veteran, who, with con-

fiderable tafte, and much propri-

ety of pofition, placed it at his

country refidence ; thus happily

converting the altar of barbaric

rites, and bloody fuperftition,

into . a monument of public

gratitude, and perfonal affect

tion.
'

It would be injuftice to the

tranflator of the French infcrip-

tion, which accompanied this

bulky, but highly appropriate

prefent, not to iniert his verfes.

For ages buried from all mortal

eyes,

Again this fane points purely to

the ikies !

For here, vain homage to rude

rites has led,

And nature fhudder'd while the

viAim bled,

But bleeds no more
j
for now this

pile mall fhow,

Unmix'd emotion, and refining

glow ;

An ifland fav'd a more no lon-

ger griev'd,

For Conway came, and Jerfey

was reliev'd ;

Then go, fond fabric, where our

hearts attend,

The guardian chief, and the in-

dulgent friend,

Go then, fond fabric, and re-

cording prove,

Firm as his truth, and lafting as

our love.

HP E R M TIME, a poetical
-^ Iketch fo called, by a hand,

which I willi would more fre-

quently favor the public with its

productions.
This outline, though fevere,

I am forry to fay is drawn

from the life, and is a correct

defcription of a molt incorrect

race of young men, frequent in

the prefent times, of prodigious

wants, great expectations, and

very fmall deferts, who by pue-

rile caprice, and the folly or va-

nity of parents, are in an ill-ftarred

moment fent to the univerlity;

that rock on which fo many ad-

venturers are flbipwrecked, in

confequence of becoming their

ovvn m alters, at an age of ftrong

paffions and weak judgment, and

fent into the land of 'temptation,

without ballaft, lead, line, or

compals.

Excluded by fituation, and a

narrow
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narrow fortune, from mixing
Avith the joyous circles, by which

they are furroundecl
j pining,

<lejeclcd, unwilling, or unable

to apply to books, they either

Jpitjixpences in folitude, indulge

in grols fenfuality, or to alleviate

difappointment and chagrin,

rufh {incontinently to the prefs,

where they pour themlelves out

in effufions of fplenetic poetry,

and exaggerating ebullitions of

fatire.

TERM TIME.

To college once more the young
ftudent repairs,

With a ponderous head and a

pair of light pockets,

To flumber o'er books, for which

nobody cares,

'Till his eyes like his candles,

grow dim in their fockets.

Like a vefTel becalm'd in an indo-

lent ocean,

At life's bufy fcenes, he raves

and he rails ;

While the wind that mould give

the adventurer motion,
Gets into his ftomach inltead of

his fails.

No miftrefs to chat to, no play
to folace,

He in folitude fiohs for hisO
bottle and punk,

And pants for a chajte meretrici-

ous embrace,
A Madona to banifh the gloom

of a Monk.

In his flights to Parnaflus the

fame indifcretion,

Attending the hero in all his

mifdeeds
;

With fcurrility, fatire, lampoon
and digreflion,

A perfect poetical rhapfody
breeds.

Of his tutor quite tir'd, and

teaz'd with his tafk,

He maddens and raves round

his defolate cavern,

'Till he ticks for another oblivi-

ous flafk,

And imports a frefli cargo of

fun from the tavern.

Then at night dealing out in his

cap and his gown,
Exhaufted in fruitlefs purfuits

after knowledge,
He roams like a fugitive

all round

the town,

And returns like a bacchanal,

drunk to his college.

Thus immur'd where a conftant

inanity reigns,

Which alternately feizes his

purfe and hrs fcull,

When his pocket is empty he

puzzles his brains,

When one becomes vacant,

then the other is full.

Yet thofe who in the irritation

of difappointment, or theanguifli

of wounded feelings for a fon, a

brother or a friend, ruined and

mifled
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milled, mention with afperity

our univerfities, mould recollect,

that in thefe leminaries were

foflered, the Hebraic erudition

of Lowth, the vigorous acutenefs

of Warburton, the argumenta-
tive energy of Bifhop Butler, the

oriental learning of Jones and

White, the polemic acutenefs of

Porfon, the tafte of Tom War-

ton, and the clalfical genius of

Crowe, with a long lift of names,
which would convert my pages,
into a literary diretory.

HTERRIF1C DESCRIPTION
The following Hymn, ufed

by a modern religious fociety,

feems wonderfully calculated to

produce ftrong impreffion ; and

if the doctrines of any fet of

men, are to be eftimated by the

lives they lead, I am enabled by
local pofition, to anfwer for the

general correct conduct and mo-
ral rectitude of the aflbciation in

queftion ;
I could alfo produce

among them, many examples of

flagitious enormity, and aban-

doned profligacy, called to re-

pentance and melioration by
the powerful motives here em-

.ployed.

I am well aware of the argu-
ments which may.be offered, in

favor of the more defirable mode
of appealing to the reafon and

gratitude, raiher than to the fears

of mankind, and I would in all

cafes, prefer and try the way of

pleajantnefs firft. But I am clear-

ly of opinion, that there are cer-

tain ftubborn, ftupid, and favage

difpofitions, which can be pre-
vailed on, by terror only ;

and

if temperaments like thefe can be

rendered tame and harmlefs by
no other means, I fee no caufe,

why they are not to be reforted

to.

The conduct and treatment of

fick perfons of different defcrip-

tions, afford a cafe in point : a

prudent man often prevents, fre-

quently remedies, and always
alleviates difeafe by regimen and

an abftemious diet
; other pa-

tients, perhaps nine out of ten,

not poifefiing fufficient refolution

to mortify their appetites, muft

be bliftered, bled, and undergo
other harfh and unpleafant oper-

ations, before they can be rcftored

to a (late of good health : but

to the compofition in queftion.

THE PORTION OF THE WICKED
AT THE LAST JUDGMENT.

I faw and trembled, down they

fell,

Into the pit of flaming hell,

Dire Satan's dread abode ;

The thunders roar, the
light'-

nings flam,

Earth from its centre felt the

cram,
WHICH SHOOK THE THRONE OP

GOD.

A long
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A long vibration jarr'dthe Poles,

Hell clos'd its jaws, on guilty

fouls,

Who their own torments plan-

n'd
;

A* paufe enfu'd, when ftrait the

found

Of filver trumps and harps re-

bound,

To greet the chofen band.

The arch of heaven opens wide,

The j
uft afcend from every fide,

And reach the throne of grace,

At God's right hand they take

their feat,

Their Saviour and their friend

they meet,

For Chrift hath made their

peace.

He pleads their caufe, doth all

their frailties know,
His blood atoning, makes them

white as fnovv.

Speaking ofthe various modes

of working on the hopes and

fears of mankind, by denuncia-

tions of divine vengeance, and

by repeatedly preffing the aweful

fubjecls of heaven, hell, death,

and a future judgment, it hath

been obferved by one of the anta-

gonifts of the late John Weftley.
" that a heart convinced by

reafon, and warmed by the beau-

ty of holinefs, is furely a more

acceptable facrifice in the fight

of the Almighty, than one

wrought on by terror, and fub-

dued by abjecl fear."

Such a theory is creditable to

the heart of this ingenious

writer, and foothing to every
well informed rational man, but

there is ftrong reafon to doubt,

if fuch an influence only, with-

out other aids, would be likely

to fucceed, or indeed has been

found to fucceed with the mul-

titude, the majority of whom,
are ofa very different defcription.

The faft is, that fuch trials

have been long and repeatedly

made, and that the inftruments

this gentleman recommends, in

ten thoufand inftances have been

found to fail.

npHEATRICAL INSO-
1 LENCE.
The unbecoming condu6l of

thofe individuals who fupported

by public patronage, frequently

treat their benefactors with rude-

nefs and infult, hath been often

remarked and feverely cenfured

in this publication ;
an inftance

of this fpecies of ingratitude
which took place at Athens, is

recorded by a Greek hiftorian.

A tragedy having been an-

nounced for public reprefenta-

tion, the Athenians, on the clay

appointed, afiemblcd in crowds
;

but juft as the piece fhould have

commenced, a popular alor,

who,
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who, according to the cuftom of

that age, was to have played a

principal female part, retu fed to

act, unleis he was iminedlately

iurnithed with a more fplendid

drds, and a greater train of at-

tendants.

The infolent upftart was told,

. that if he had communicated his

.wifhcs at an earlier period of the

bufinefs, they ihould certainly

have been complied with, hut

that his expecting a new drefs

and additional attendants, at a

moment when the people were

impatiently expecting the tra-

gedy to hegin, was inconfiftent

and abfurcl. The player oblti-

nately perfifted in his retaliation

not to act unlefs his terms were

complied with ; the delay, alter-

cation and confufion exalperated

the manager fo much that he

forcibly pufhed the ftubborn

blockhead on the ftage, at the

fame time obferving to him in

an audible voice
;

IC How can

you be fo ridiculous as to

wifli to make a parade and (hew,

when you fee among the audi-

ence, the wife of Phocian, the

greateft
of our commanders, the

plained drefl of all the audience,

and attended only by a fingle

{lave.

This well timed reproofexcited

a loud and nnivcrfal applaufe;

the corrected offender, who de-

ferved to have been hi fled from

the theatre, felt he was wrong,

apologized for his prepofterous

conduct, and immediately per-
formed his part.

r

jTHEMISTOCLES,
a Grecian

commander, who, being en-

gaged in a naval expedition with

Euribyades. a Lacedemonian,
ventured to differ in opinion with

that hot-headed chief, on the

manner of conducting their en-

terprize.

During the difcuffion, which,

on the part of Euribyades, was

conducted with unwarrantable

violence, he forgot himfelf in the

transport of palfion, and railed

his arm, as if in the act of in-

flicting on his affociatc, a blow.

Themiftocles, inftead of being* O
deterred from fupporting his

opinion by this grofs violation of

decorum, lupprett'ed or fubdued

his feelings, and, with a ftrength

of mind not often exhibited on

fuch occafions by military men,

heroically Jacrificed private re-

ientment to zeal for the fervice

of his country.
"

Strike,"

faid our public-fpirited Athe-

nian,
"

ftrike, but hear what I

have to fay."

A gallant Englifii admiral,

who never fled from a french-

man, in confequence of a pro-

feffional difpute, received a chal-

lenge from an inferior officer.

" As foon as I have performed
the
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the duty in which I am engaged,
I am ready to meet the gentle-

man, at any place, in any man-

ner, and at any time, he pleafes ;"

was the anfwcr, in which the

claims of his country, and the

etiquette of a Britifh officer, were

not neglected j
an anfwer equally

creditable to his fpirit and his

fenfe of duty.

Themiftocles, on a certain oc-

cafionj demanding of a con-

quered country, a large and im-

mediate contribution ;
and not

meeting with prompt obedience,

made ufe of the following ftrong

language ;
"

I bring with me
two powerful deities, PERSUA-

SION AND FORCE."
" And we," replied the ex-

haufted Provincials,
"

bring

agaiuft them, two opponents

equally powerful, WANT AND
IMPOSSIBILITY.

HpHEORY AGAINST
* FACT.

It is I underftand an efta-

bliflied opinion of the prefent

day among profeffional men, that

irnprem'ons made on the mind
of a pregnant woman, cannot

in any way affect her unborn

infant. Yet numerous and well

authenticated relations have

ftrongly inclined many perfons

to think differently. Malbranche

relates, that a Parifian female

of his day, tempted by unumi-

VOL. III.

able curiofity to fee a public ex-

ecution, was fo ftruck with hor-

ror, that me was foon after de-

livered of a child, with bruifes

and fractures on different parts

of its body and limbs ; iimilar

to thofe of the malefactor, who
had been broken on the wheel.

A friend of the editor's, to

whom this circumftance was

mentioned, and an orthodox

thinker on the fubject, raifed a

long and loud laugh againft the

relater of it, a venerable divine :

"
Nothing," faid the humoring

who when he has any thing to

fay, thinks the wit a fufficient

apology for the rudenefs of his

interruptions,
"
nothing is eafier

to account for
;

the poor terri-

fied woman^ who by the way,

ought to have been at home

mending her hufbarid's dockings,-

would naturally endeavour to get

away from a fight which affected

her fo difagreeably ;
and in the

preffure of a rude and unyielding

crowd, which generally collects

on fuch occafions^ might very

probably be fqueezedand bruifed,-

herfelf as well a's infant, in the

manner you defcribe, without

having recourfe to any fuper-

natural means."

He who U laughed at, will

not long be liftened to ; the

qaoter of Malbranche, attempted
to reply, but every word was

overpowered by the noify mirth

T of
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of his companions. Yetjimilar

accidents of pregnant women
alarmed by mutilated beggars,

monkies, mongers, &c. &c. have

frequently come under the no-

tice of the writer of this article,

and many perfons of undoubted

veracity.

The common -place fcientific

anfwer to facts like thcfe, is as

follows :
" the pofition you \vi(h

to fupport is impoflible and un-

tenable, for a nervous intercourfe

and communication between the

mother and faetus hath never yet
been difcovered, by the moft ac-

curate diflectors and diligent ana-

tomifts and phyfiologifts : and

till fuch nervous connection,

hath been pointed out, it is inir

putfible for a man at all ac-

quainted with the animal eco-

nomy, to be of your opinion.
tt The circumftances you men-

tion, and the monftrous births

you point out, I do not mean to

doubt ; but be aflured, they were

mere lufus natures., and would

have taken place precifely in the

fame way without the previous

and intervening accidents. Such

appearances take place every day
in plants, herbs, and trees, and

I hope you do not attribute it in

them to the effect of a thinking

principle."

It has been obferved in reply,

that to allow that impreffions of

the mother may aflet her child,

is no more difficult to account

for, than thofe finking refem-

blances between them in form,
countenance and difpofition.

Thole reafoners on this fub-

ject, who cannot relinquiih their

opinions, becaufe the nervous

communication hath not yet
been difcovered, have been tol d,

that this is no proof of its non-
rxidence

; their mode of arguing
has been compared to that of an

ingenious gentleman recorded

in a former volume, who denied

the circulation of the blood, be-

caufe it was incompatible with

the received notions and doc-

trines of Ariftotle.

FORBIDDEN.
Of the various kinds of

food prohibited by the Mofaic

ritual, many confcientious per-
fons have doubted whether the

pofitivc injunctions againft the

ufe of blood, as an article of diet

have ever been formally and ef-

fectually revoked by the Chrif-

tian difpenfation.

Thofe who would fee this fub-

ject learnedly handled, may con-

fult an elaborate diflertation of

Curcellaeus, a Geneva divine,

written profefledly on the fub-

ject, which, having ?io oilier look,

and during the gloom of a No-

vember day, I once perufed;

perhaps few readers will imitate

my example ; it however grati-

fied
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ficd my appetite for informa-

tion, and innocent occupation.

This writer infifts that animal

food, of courfe blood, was not

allowed to man before the fall of

Adam ;
the following, is one of

the texts by which he fupports

this opinion ;
" J have given

you every herb bearing feed, and

the fruit ofevery tree bearing feed,

TO YOU IT SHALL BE MEAT ',"

the dominion given in a fucceed-

ing chapter,
" over the fifli of

the fea, the fowls of the air, and

every living thing that creepeth

on the earth ;" Curcellaeus con-

fiders as meaning only, that they
mould be made ufe of for the ad-

vantage and comfort, but not

flain for the food of man.

Other reafons given by this

author againft making ufe of

blood as an article of diet, are,

that the prohibition extended to

all mankind, and not to the

Jews fpecifically ;
that mention

is made of it by the apoftles ;

and laftly, that two very ferious

fins are forbidden in the fame

precept, and it muft be confeffed,

that whatever latitude as Chrif-

tians, we may allow ourfelves, in

this and other refpefts, in con-

fequence ofthe abrogation of the

Mofaic law, it muft be confeffed,

that feeding on blood, thought

by fome, a dainty diet, is a prac-
tice contradi&ory to correct

tafte, unfecmly, difgufting, and

if not pofitively denied in the

New Teftament, frequently fpo-

ken of with disapprobation.

I am aware, that abftaining

from the vital fluid, recommend-

ed and practifed during the early

ages of the Chriftian church, has

been generally confidered as a

temporary inJ2m6lion} to render

the change from Judaifm to

Chriftianity gradual j and to ac-

commodate the new fyftem in

fome degree, to the innocent pre-

judices of Jewim converts.

Yet whether from affectation,

falfe delicacy, conftitutional, pe-

culiar antipathy, or early paren-

tal impreflion, I fhould find it

very difficult to entertain a

friendfliip for, or to be intimate

with a blood-eater; indeed a

whimfical, but facetious writer

of the laft century, infifts, that

by indulging ourfelves in this

ff
fanguinary and unhallowed

diet," we (hall acquire the qua-
lities and difpofitions of the

animals whofe blood we fubfift

on.

Could this fanciful theory be

once fatisfactorily eftablimed,

fome important improvements

might be made in the treatment

of a clafs of difeafes or defects,

which have been generally con-

fidered as out of the reach of

medical affiftance.

Stupid, dull and inanimate

characters; might quaff enli-

T 2 vening
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vening draughts from the veins

of the elephant, the fox and the

monkey ; ferocious, favage, un-

manageable tempers might be

fweetened or lowered into inild-

nefs, by the blood of turtle

doves, fawns, and lambs ;
and

certain conftitutions deficient in

firmnefs, and courage, might

acquire thofe defirable qualities,

by a fupply from lions, tygers,

and wolves.

HPHUANUS, an hiftorian, ge-

nerally refpecled for fidelity

and candor.

I honor my compilation with

the name of an author, who is

the fountain head from which

modern hiftorians have drawn

their mofl valuable materials, for

the purpofe of producing the

following pafflige from his works,

which excited and deferved the

well -directed munificence of Dr.

IVJead, the fpirited exertions of

Buckley, a fenfible and public-

fpirited bookfeller, and the labo-

rious accuracy ofCarte, a learned,

judicious, and well informed com-

piler.
" To other evils," fays Thua-

nus,
" we add intolerance, we

harrafs mankind with violence,

fire, fworcl, and confifcation, for

matters of opinion, inftead of

applying the healing lenitives of

inftru&ion, which gently infi-

nuate themfelves into the mind.

Cf We forget, that religious

fortitude, like the ftoicifm of an-

tiquity, defpifing pain, torture,

and death, is only confirmed by

perfecution. If we are certain

that men err on important points,

and it mould at lad be found

neceflary to work on their fears,

let the denunciations be incon-

teftibly founded on fcripture,

and extend only to the offenders

incurring divine punifhment.
" The primitive church was

ever averfe to (bedding human

blood. Auguftine interceded

with the Proconful of Africa,

that Proculianus, a leader of the

Donatifts, might not fuffer death,

thus overcoming evil with good.
We prefer, fays Gratian, in-

ftrucTtion to command ;
we love

admonition better than threats.

Compulfion is not a legal me-

thod of removing fchifm from a

church.

"The proteftants whofe power
and numbers daily leffen in times

of peace, have always increafed

amidfl arms and contention. The

conclufion of all the arbitrary pu-

nifhments, which have marred

the benign precepts of the gof-

pel, and, at different times, dif-

graced France, Germany, Eng-

land, and the Netherlands, has

been an entire feparation from

the religion of their forefather?,

of a confidcrable portion of

mankind j
the richcft, the moft

a&ive
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a&ive and Ingenious, who have

been either marked at home, by
hateful diftintionsj or driven to

foreign realms.
" Thefe things are fpoken of,

not with a view of again canvafs-

ing the long debated queftion,
on the propriety of punifhing
feftaries ; but to {hew, that

thofe have ever ated moft pru-

dently, who, according to the

maxims of the primitive church,

thought that religious differences

mould be concluded rather by
amicable invefti (ration, than ter-

f O *

minated by force of arms.
t{
Away, then/' concludes

the excellent Thuanus,
'"

away
with thofe bloody, thofe unfea-

fonable exclamations, that peace
can never be made with heretics ;

let fuch irrational declarations

be treated with the contempt

they deferve ; let the advocates

for religious perfecution dread

an imitation of their own into-

lerance, in thofe they opprefs :

let them recollect the deftruclive

commotions, the cities and pro-
vinces laid wafte, the outrages,
the animofities in families, and

the aggravated fufpicions, pro-
duced on both fides, from zeal,

embittered by rancour."

^HUNDERING LEGION .

for a mort account of the

controverfy on this fubjet, fee

MOYLK, WALTER.

nPICKLE, RICHARD, au^
"" thor of Anticipation, a

pamphlet, in which the peculi-

arities of many members of par-

liament, of all parties, are hu-

moroufly and fuccefsfully rallied,

without ill-nature ; he has alfo

been honored with the fufpicion

of having written that excellent

piece of folemn irony, the Heroic

Epiftle to Sir William Cham-

bers, but no acknowledged pro-

duction of Mr. Tickle's gives

probability to fuch a fuppofi-

tion.

My reafon for introducing his

name in this work, is, to point

him out as an example to young
men of genius, who mean to de-

rive from their literary talents

notice, patronage, and prefer-

ment.

With a rare union of ingenu-

ity and prudence, he difplayed

his powers, and prefented him-

felf to the public, without of-

fending any man. After ample

applaufe and ,ample compenfa-

tion,he retired unmolefted, todo-

meftic tranquillity and affluence,

the general favorite and the ge-

neral friend ;
an enviable lot,

which the tempers of Pope,

Akenfide, and Churchill, un-

fortunately would not fuffer them

to enjoy.
In the prefent day, I could

mention names, high in the

walks of polite literature, criti-
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cifm, hiftory, and fcience, but

unblcfied with this invaluable

fpecies of political prudence,

who, in the virulence of party

rage, having overleaped the

bounds of moderation, and wan-

dered into the land of invective,

have found themfelves furround-

ed by a thoufand admirers, but

not a fingle friend to diffipate the

gloom of a melancholy hour, or

affift them in a moment of dif-

trefs ; who, after the applaufe of

the multitude has been forgotten,

have patted the remainder of

a life which prom i fed better

things, in the fties of fenfuality,

in hopelefs inactivity, or the de-

bating ftruggles of pecuniary

embarraflment.

This gentleman's death, fince

my former impreffion, is faid to

have been attended with circ urn-

fiances unpropitiousto the theory

in fupport of which I had pro-

duced him; but his having yield-

ed to the torrent of diflipation

which overwhelms the wifeft and

beft of us, does not overfet one

ofmy aflertions. He had certainly

attained eminence and prefer-

ment, by exhibiting his literary

powers without offending either

cotemporaries or competitors ;

his wanting prudence and refo-

lution to refift the fools or the

rogues who furrounded him,

was wholly out of the queftion -,

his conduct, as a literary man,

may ftill be held up as a falutary

lenon, however we may lament

the errors or the misfortunes of

his private life.

HTIMELY INTERCES-A SIGN.
Two inftances are recorded,

in which antfTeclual appeal was

made ; in one cafe to the fears,

and in another, to the religious

prejudices, of conquerors, who,
had never before fliewn any

propenfity to feeling, or hu-

manity.
Yet on thefe occafions, their

extravagant fury was arrefted,

by the cool expoftulation, ad-

mirable prefence of mind, and

well-timed dexterity of individu-

als, neither exalted by rank, nor

eminent for intellectual abili-

ties ; individuals whom, in any
other point of view, they would

have crulhed as worms beneath

their feet.

The firft was foon after the

conqueft of China, by Zingis,

who, enraged by fome real

or imaginary oppofitioa to his

ferocious defpotifm, iffued an

order for exterminating, by an

iudifcriminate maflacre, the;

whole of the miicrable natives,

men, women, and children.

The murder of millions was

already on the thremold of per-

petration, whenYelutchou!.!

honeft and intrepid Mandarin,

who
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who pofleffing (what honeft men

frequently defpife, and will not

always exert) the valuable art of

adapting hirrifelf to the circum-

ftances, and neceflity of the

times in which he lived, without

forfeiting his integrity ; this

worthy, and what is of more im-

portance, this ufejul man, rufh-

ed into the prefence of the

haughty and exafperated Khan.

Having acled as interpreter,

and being a favorite ; in an erect

attitude and elevated voice, he

thus addrefled the conqueror :

(< Is it thy intention to deftroy

thy faithful Tartars, as well as

the Chinefe?" " Should the

hair of the head of a (ingle Tar-

tar be injured," replied Zingis,
(( I will defolate the face of the

earth." " Then re-call the order

thou haft given," faid the Man-

darin; "for the utter deftruc-

tion of'both nations will be the

inevitable confequence of its be-

ing carried into execution."
" Doft thou mean, by the

refiftance the Chinefe will

make?" faid the Khan, with a

mixture of indignation and con-

tempt ;
"
Know, rafh man, that

I condemn thy menace, as much
as I defpife their power : they
have fled, and will fly before my
hardy bands, as fheep from the

tyger, or as duft dilfipated by
the northern blaft." "

I enter-

tained no fuch thought," faid the

Chinefe,
" and after hearing

what I have to fay> thou wilt be

at liberty to follow thy own in-

clinations ; but of this thou

niayeft reft affured, that if thy
commands be literally executed,

peftilence and famine will foon

deftroy thy troops.
11 Who can, or who will inter

fo many millions of dead bodies,

which if unburied, will infect

the air you breathe.
" Another object, is alfo wor-

thy ofthy confideration; the indif-

criminate deftruclion propofed,

will not leave a fingle artifan, or

afingle flave, to adminifter to the

comforts, to marpen the wea-

pons, or to till the ground for

their Tartar lords.

"
Butjhould a. few of the mi-

ferable natives be fpared from

the general havoc, by policy or

by intereft, who can infure thee

and the companions of thy con-

queft, from the fecret confpira-

cies, the. midnight dagger, and

the poifoned bowl of the furvi-

vors.
" I appeal to thy own fenfe

and feelings, if it is poflible for

any human creature to ferve with

complacency or attachment, the

aflaffin of a parent, a brother, or

a child ? It is contrary to nature,

and to reafon ; whatever may
be. their profeflions, blood for

blood, the erofions of cruelty,

and revefcge, the nioft fafcinat-
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ing and mod incxtinguifhable of

all our crimes, will lurk in the

fecret recefles of their hearts.

" I therefore pray," conclud-

ed the excellent Yelutchoufay,
confcious of the impreflion he

had made, and the ftrong ground
on which he flood,

"
I humbly

pray, that the rebellious and the

guilty may be feverely punifhed,

but that the induftrious citizen,

the inoflfenfive ruftic, the hardy

laborer, their wives and their

children, may continue to ferve

thee unmolefted : tkatZingis and

his faithful Tartars may live

likewife." The conqueror lift-

ened with attentive obedience,

to his pacific counfel, and in-

ftantly re-called, the favage man-

date he had iflued.

The fecond example of influ-

ence happily exerted, was during
the predatory expedition of Na-
dir Sha, into Hindoftan, in the

middle of the eighteenth cen-

tury. As foon as the mercilefs

tyrant entered Delhi, he ordered

every gate in the city to be fliut,

and clofely guarded ;
and it was

proclaimed by found of trumpet,
that no one mould enter, or go

forth, on pain of death.

The provifions within the

walls being inadequate to daily

confumption, famine was fpeed-

ily the confequence of this fevere

Decree j and the unfeejing mon-

fterfaw thoufands perilling from

hunger, or devouring fubftances,

at which nature revolts, without

pity or regret.

Surrounded by death, in its

moft hideous and agonizing

forms, and with the (hrieks and

groans of ftarving wretches af-

failing his ears, he directed mar-

tial mufic to be conttantly play-

ed, and indulged himfelf with

apparent unconcern, in the plea-

fures of the table ; aggravating

injury by infult, he ordered

the theatre to be magnificent-

ly illuminated, and a play to

be performed for his amufe-

ment.

At this mufical and dramatic

exhibition, Tucki, an actor and

a finger, pleafed the barbarian

fo much, that he exclaimed in

his tranfports, he would grant

the player any favor he fhould

alk, confirming his declaration

with a folemn oath.

The hero of the piece, who

amidft all the afiumed gaiety and

fplendor of an Oriental drama,

ftrongly felt for, and warmly

fympathized with the forrows of

his countrymen, inftantly prof-

trated himfelf before Nadir, and

taking a fair advantage of his

voluntary offer, immediately
faid :

" Command, O kin,
that the gates of the city may
be opened."
The cruel invader, thus fur-

prifcd into an act of humanity,

paufe<j
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paufed for a moment, but recol-

le&ing his oath, and uniting

fuperflition with enormity, he

granted the prayer of Tucki, but

retired frowning and difappoint-

ed to the palace.

A fimilar appeal was made in

the reign of King Henry the

eighth, King of England, by
Willaim Summers, the court

buffoon.

HPITLES OF BOOKS, names
"^ of places, and of perfons, a

fubject, the treating of which,

in eood hands would admit of a

confiderable difplay of learning

and ingenuity.

The title of a book, though

apparently of little confequence
to readers who feek only amufe-

ment or information, is of more

importance to authors and book-

fellers, than may at firft be ima-

gined, and were the editor of

this collection to defcribe the

pains and anxiety it coft him,

/p compofe his title pagej his

readers would probably enjoy a

laugh at his expence.

The great difficulty in this cafe,

was to avoid promifing too

much, a fpecies of irapofture

too frequently occurring, and

generally productive of future

difappointment ; but although
a name fufficiently defcriptive of

light fuperlicia) reading, was

found, it did not melter the work

from cenfure, nor is it altogether

fatisfactory to the reftlefs ca-

price of its editor.

But independent of policy or

real utility, in this and a thou-

fand inftaaces of far higher im-O

port, how much are we the flaves

of our ears and our eyes. Friend-

fhip, affection, and intereit are

perpetually facrificed to the

whims of delicacy and the affec-

tation of finer feelings ;
I have

obferved in another part of this

collection, that however I might

refpcct abilities and a good heart

under a rugged exterior, I found

it difficult if not impoflible to

aiTociate with and be friendly

towards a perfon of a harm, gut-
tural voice, a nafty or a vulgar

name, goggling eyes, black

teeth, or a deformed perfon ;

and I could point out numerous

in fiances in thefe pages, where a

culpable and ridiculous weaknefs

of a fimilar kind has often mi fled

me.

In the article Olympia, a fa-

vorite article with the man who

compiled it, I have wholly fup-

preffed mentioning the name of

a worthy individual, her huf-

band, merely bccaufe it was

Gruntler
;

and the poor city

where they lived is alfo dropped
in the narrative, becaufeforfooth

it was called Swinefurd.

Yet, however my diflike of

inharmonious and unfcemly
n aii{es,
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names, may have occafionally

led me aftray, I hope and believe

that it has never caufed me to

diviatc from truth and common
fenie. If I chufe in relating a

mifliap, to fay that a traveller

knocked me down, inftead of re-

lating that it 'was Tom Long the

carrier, who did me that favor,

I do not depart from fact, how-
ever deficient I may be in par-

ticularly identifying the perfon ;

fuppreffing names, and for fuch
reafons, is I acknowledge, ab-

furd, filly,
and ridiculous j but

it is very different from dittorting

facls, and violating hiftorical

truth, which would defervedly

draw down on my head hatred,

contempt, and punifhment.
This brings to my mind a

place in Ireland of a denomi-

nation ftrange and uncouth,

Swandlingbar, which attracted

the notice and raillery of Dr.

Swift ; on enquiry, he found,

that it derived its origin from

a combination of the two initial

letters of the names of feveral

commercial men who had efta-

blifhed a mart or manufactory
on this fpot.

It was, I believe, during the

American war that a volume

called Cafpipina's Letters, was

publifhed, not ill written, but

which confiderably excited the

curiofity of the public, till the

niyftcry was developed by a lite-

rary traveller, who informed, us

that the writer of the book in

queflion was Mr. Jacob Duche,
curate at Saint Peter's in Phila-

delphia, in North America, and

that the curious title prefixed to

his book, was compofed of the

initial letters of the words print-

ed in Italick
; this fame Mr.

Duche, if I miftake not, was a

perfonal enemy, and a literary

antagonift of the excellent Wafh-

ington.

After fo much has been faid

and written againft puffing title

pages, it is furprizing, that men
in other refpects of good fenfe,

fhould fall into fo prepofterous
an error; as the refentment of

the public, on fuch occafions is

always proportionate to the ex-

pectation raifed, and the difap-

pointment produced. That good
wine needs no buJJt is an adage

equally applicable to the pro-
ductions of the pen, as well as

the vine ; this proverb is laugh-

ably illuftrated by a little ftory

in one of Mr. Garrick's Thea-

trical Trifles.

To turn a penny, once a wit,

Upon a curious fancy hit ;

Hung out a board on which he

boatud,

"Dinner for two-pence, boil'd

and wafted."

The hungry fee, and in they

With
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With eager eye and fmacking

lip;
"
Here, bring this roaft and boil-

ed, pray"
Enter potatoes drefl each way.
The guefts at once the houfe for-

f'ook,

They danin'd the dinner, kick'd

the cook
;

The landlord found, poor Patrick

Kelly,

There is no joking with the

belly.

nriTus, POMPONIUS, AT-

TICLJS, an eminent and

wealthy Roman, the correfpond-
ent of Cicero, the friend of Cae-

far, of Brutus, and of Pompey,
who, in the various contentions

of a corrupt and declining re-

public, verging rapidly, and per-

haps neceflarily into an abfolute

monarchy, avoided taking a de-

cifive part, either on the popular
or the Patrician fide. The com-
mon friend of all, he was ready
on every occafion, with his pen
and purfe, to comfort and con-

fole greatnefs in, adverfity, or vir-

tue in diftrefs.

Few men have -dexterity and

refolution enough to fupport fo

arduous a character, a character

in which neither perfonal inalig

nity, nor political hatred, could

find out a blemifh or a weak-

nefs.

During the (forms and torna-

does of the French revolution,
the experiment was tried by
many, but the majority fell a

facrifice to unfounded fulpicion,
democratic ferocity, or their own
unguarded conduct.

I once heard one of the firft

characters in this country, make
the followingdeclaration: "Were
a revolution to take place in Great

Britain, or a civil war to break
out in England to-morrow, I

have fo many, and fuch valuable

friends of all parties, ranks, and

denominations, that I mould pre-
fer

fuflfering the cruelleft of deaths,
to drawing the fword again ft any
of my countrymen :" a fentiinent

in which the compiler ofthis col-

lection warmly joined, and has
not yet found any reafon to change
his opinion.

, COLONEL, a com-
mander in the parliamen-

tary army, which dethroned

King Charles the firft, and de-

ftroyedthe Englifti conftitution;
he was alfo author of a

rnaflerly

pamphlet, called, Killing, no

Murder, and firmly oppofkl the

defpotifm of Cromwell
; refifting

oppreffion and ufurpation, what-
ever name they afTumed.

Part of one of his fpeeches has

been quoted againft quakers and

others, who, when the fafety of

their
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their country depends on mar-

tial energy, preach the pacific

doftrines of moderation and non-

refillunce
; doctrines, under our

prefent circumftances, much
more mifchievous than treafon or

rebellion, as the language they
hold to murderers and robbers, is

this,
" You may fecurely attack

and plunder us, for we will not

repel you."
" We are advifed to be mode-

rate, and I think we ought to be

fo
;
but I do not take modera-

tion to be a virtue in all cafes.

If I were fighting to fave my life,

fhould I do it moderately ? If I

were riding on horfeback, and

robbers purfaed me, would it be

advileable to trot moderately
r

, left

I fhould fpoil my horfe ? Were

any of us in a finking (hip, would

it not appear ftrange to recom-

mend moderate pumping to the

failors, left, forfooth, a fever

(liould be brought on by the vio-

lent exercife ?
5>

Another fpeech of Colonel

Titus has been produced againft

thofe who, in the prefiure of war,

are perpetually bringing forward

the ruinous ftate of the nation,

and proclaiming our inability to

continue it
;

a mode of proceed-

ing, the moft likely of all others,

to encourage our enemies to per-

feverc.

" We are in a dangerous con-

dition," faid this public-fpiritcd

member of parliament, whofe

conduct holds forth a ufeful ex-

ample to all parties ; and during
a reign, to'whofe corrupt fupine-

nefs, France is fo much indebt-

ed,
" we are in a dangerous fitu-

ation, a powerful enemy abroad,

and diflatisfied fubjecls at home :

I cannot help comparing r.he ftate

to the houfe of a gentleman, very

much out of repair, and he calls

his friends to confult what fliould

be done.
l( One finds fault with the

wainfcot, another complains that

the windows are broken, a third

is for new (luffing the cufliions

of the chapel, afourth infifts, that

thieves have ftolen the plate and

valuable furniture. The furvey-

or prefently enters in hafte, tells

the proprietor his timbers are rot-

ten, and that without immediate

fupporters, the houfe will direct-

ly tumble down. In the mean

time, his fcrvants are drinking
and caraujing in the butler'span-

try, end the few Joler-mindad

per/mis he has about, him, are

difputivg about non~ejjentials.

'IPOAST, a ftrong ariftocratic

on-, given at a corporation

dinner, in the weft of England,
after many loyal and confti-

tutional fentimcnts had burft

forth.

" Alay the Tree of Liberty te

trunj'plantcd from France infn

IhU,
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Hell, and eternally lear, as

fruity thefouls of all Republi-
cans*"

A wag in company, from

whom I relate the circumftance,

obferving the temper of his aflfo-

ciates, and eftimatipg their ta-

lents by their converfation, was

foon after called on for a fenti-

ment.

At the moment the chairman

addreflTed him, a recent creation

of peers, was the topic of conver-

fation, and he ventured on the

following ambiguous reply; in

which he concealed the willies of

a jacobin, under the femblance

of
aritlocracy.

"May all men be made peers:"
it was drank with three times

three.

HTONTI, LAURENTIO, an

Italian projector, the firlt

inventor of a fcheme for annui-

ties with benefit of furvivor-

fhip, which ilill retain his

name.

Meeting, like other adventurers,

with little encouragement in his

native city, he quitted Naples,

and, on the ftrerigthof a recom-

mendation to Cardinal Maza-

rine, went to Paris. He loon

became a favorite with that un-

popular minifter, who liftened to

his plans with approbation, and,

aware of the attachment of man-

kind to whatever refembled a

game of chance, thought it a

likely method of foothing general

difcontent, by enabling the dif-

fipated, the needy, and the ava-

ricious, to become rich without

manual labor, and wealthy with-

out the toil of invention.

But the French parliament of

fixteen hundred and fifty-three,

with ftrong prejudices againft

every thing of Italian origin, re-

fufed to regifter the edid-l. The
fortunes of Tonti were fhipwreck-
ed with thofe of his patron; and

it was the fate of his invention,
to be afterwards adopted byLcwis
XIV. who, in the urgency of his

diltrelfes, produced by the league
of Augibourg, created, what he

called, a Tontine Royal.
This propofal, the people af-

fe&ed by the fituation of their

fovereign, or from caprice, liber-

ally encouraged ; and each per-

fon, on paying three hundred li-

vres, was entitled to ten per cent,

per annum
;

the intercit due to

any fubfcriber who died, beinn-O
divided between the furvivors.

The annuitants were regularly

paid ; and in the year feventeeu

hundred and twenty-fix, the wi-

dow of a French furgeon, whofe
father had fubfcribed for her in

her maiden name, of Charlotte

Bonamie, was the laft
furviving

fubfcriber. For two (harts,

which,
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which, with the incidental ex-

pences, had coll little more than

thirty pounds, this lady was, for

fevcnil years, in the actual re-

ceipt of a fum, equal in Engliflv

currency, to three thoufarid

pounds a year.

Since that period, different na-

tions have adopted Tonti's expe-

dient, wilh various fuccefs; and

this luxuriant exotic, was floii-

rifhing with rapid vegetation in

England, till the commencement

ofthe war oftheFrench revolution.

" Of all the phantoms," fays

a late writer on reverfionary pay-

ments, "of all the phantoms,
to entice and deceive the multi-

tude, none are more mifchievous

than Tontines ; they have excited

a fpirit of gambling and idle fpe-

culation, in a clafs of people,

whofe fcanty income of three or

four pounds a year, is already in-

adequate to the fupply of their

wants. This folly has involved

many of them in diftrefs, and

others finding thcmfelves unable

to proceed in their weekly pay-

ments, have loft the money they
had already advanced.

" To moderate expectations,

and leflen difappointment, it may
not be improper to flate the cir-

cumftances which will probably
take place, at the final diviiion of

their Mock.
" The increafe of money,

when improved by compound iu-

tereft, and the continual mor-

tality of the human race, are the

principles upon which all Tontines

are evidently founded, and from

which they derive all their en-

couragement. But in the (hort

termoffeven years, the accumu-

lation of money, and the diminu-

tion of the human fpecie*, are fo

inconfidcrable, as to produce lit-

tle or no effecl ; and the contri-

butor of fixpcnce per week, will

hear with furprizc, and probably
with difappointment, that, at the

end of feven years, his contribu-

tion, at four per cent, compound
intereft, will amount only to ten

pounds five {hillings and three

pence j that after the expences of

management are deducted, the

greateft probable number of

deaths, will augment it to little

more than eleven guineas, not

forgetting, that during the whole

period, a man's family is expofecl

to the hazard of lofing the whole

of his payments, by death
;

to

perfons of the defcription I have

mentioned, a heavy, and fome-

times a ruinous lofs."

Another confederation may alfo

be added, to generous and feeling

minds, a powerful one ; the pro-
fits of thoie whofe circumftancea

enable them to perfevere in their

payments, will increafe exaclly

in proportion to the number of

feceders. Thus a good part of

what they are to receive, will be

formed
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formed of many a miferable pit-

tance, from the pockets of the

widow and fatherleis, from the

loweft, the moft diftrefied, and

unfortunate portion of man-

kind.

HPOO NICE FOR A STATES-
"- MAN, was the objection

made to a gentleman often men-

tioned in this collection.

With refpecl: to the ftuhborn-

nefs of moral and religious prin-

ciples in thnfe perfons, who fill

official fituations, it was obferved

by a late writer, that they milft

not be toofcrapulous ; that if they

carry with them into place that

tendernels of confcience, fo high-

ly defirable in-private life, it will

be impoffible for public bufmefii

to be carried on.

In proof of this aflertion, he

produced the example of a gen-

tleman, whom it is impoffible to

name without praife, Sir Charles

Middleton.

Certain papers having been

prefented to the worthy baronet,

for his fignature as acommiffioner

of the navy, he declined, in a mo-
ment of inexpedient reluctance,

he hpneftly declined doinoj it,

declaring,
" That he confidcred.

himfelf as refponfible in another

world, for his conduct in this."

The country lott a meritorious

arid faithful fervant.

HTOPLADY AUGUSTUS,
" a learned enthufiaft, and a

popular preacher.

To this en."" jnt Calvinift, a

member of the church of Eno--o

land, and an unaccommodating
ftickler for the doctrine of pre-

deftination ; one of his antago-.

nifts, on a certain occasion, made
a memorable reply,

" Thole

whom you cannot convince by
the ftrength, you confound by
the fubtlety of your argu-
ments."

It has been obferved by one

of his biographers, that Mr. Top--

lady's fyftem of divinity, was

more the offspring of paffiort

than of reafon
;
that his devotion

was governed by the ebb and

flow of fancy and affeclion ;

that he was one day in a land

flowing with milk and honey, the

next" famimed in a barren \vil-

dernefs ;
now tiptoe on Mount

Pifgah, in all the. tranfports of

enthufiafm
;
and anon, groaning

in the valley and lhaciow of

death.

<( The religion of fuch per-

fons," continues the fame wri-

ter,
(( deformed by whim, ca^-.

price, and eccentricity, loles the

character of Chriftian purity and

peace ;
it partakes, at times, of

the jealoufy and confidence, the

.freedom and the diftance, the

turbulence and impotence of a

love
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love adventure
;
now rapturous,

enterprizing, foaring, and irreve-

rcnd
;
the next moment paralyfed

by defpair, trembling as it were

in nervous and hyfieric convul-

fions, and bafely creeping into

every thing that is unmanly and

abfurd."

It is degrading the Almighty
Creator of the univerfe, to fup-

pole he can be pleafed with fuch

extravagancies.

Yet, in fpite of fanaticifm,

and a large fhare of vanity, there

was a portion of liberality in his

tamper, which the bigots by
whom he was furrounded, re-

garded with a fcowling and fuf-

piciouseye; he mixed in foetal

intercourfe with perfons of all

perfuafions and all denominations;

he did notconfider orthodoxy as

incompatible with civility; and

heared, with a fuppreffed fmile,

the declaration of a well-known

character, who, being cenfured

for his avoiding thofe who en-

tertained opinions different from

his own, replied, that it ivas not

in Ids nature, to hold any inter-
4

conrfe with thofe who he knew

were in the high road to hell.

But, as a writer, Mr, Topla-

dy dgfcended to an acrimony of

flvle, not confident with his ufu-

al deportment, which, generally

fpeaking,
was that of a well-bred

man j
it has been obferved, I

know not how truly, that few

inftances occur of rigid Calvi-

nifts, who are not foured in their

tempers, and deficient in good
manners.

Although much followed in

London, his country parifhioners,

at Broad Hembury in Devon-

fhire^ of which place he was vi-

car, do not appear to have cor-

dially or generally embraced the

opinions of the fubjel of our

prefent article ; after taking
confiderable pains, he laments,

in one of his pamphlets, that

in the whole of his parifh,

which was large and populous,

there were only three perfons on

whom he had rcafon to think,

the work of grace was begun ;

Dame Hutchins, Farmer Taylor,
and Joan Venn.

It is recorded as a favorite fay-

ing of Mr. Toplady, or one of

his friends, that,
" in religious

difficulties, reaj'oning z'y of no

avail, the only effectual ftep a

fimier can take, i?, (imply to caft

anchor on God's naked promifc."
In \\\$fpiritual experiences, or

what he calls, a Journal of God's

gracious Dealings with him, the

irregularity of his fits of devotion

is fingularly defcribed by him-

felf.

' ( Before I left my chamber, I

held fwcet converfe with the Fa-

ther of fpirits ; and for a few
minutes, my comforts were of

the moft exalted kind; but in

left
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lefs than an hour, I was grieved
with the bubblings up of in-

dwelling fin, and was for fome

time in a mod trying ftate of

temptation ;
but . the Lord pre-

ferved me from falling, and to-

wards the evening,
(elJen/illy en-

joyed theprefence ofmy heavenly

Father :" Such was the language
of a perfon of deep learning,

ftrong fenfe, and whom I once

called a man of genius, in the

prefence of one well able to de-

cide on fuch a queftion, and

ftrongly difpofed to contradict

my aflertion, had he been of a

different opinion.

In another place he thus pro-

ceeds
;
"But for the fear of ex-

pofing myfelf, and difturbing the

family, I mould this day have

roared out through the difquie-

tude of my heart ; my heavenly

pilot difappeared, I funk deep in

the mire, the winds and waves

overwhelmed me ;" the next day
his confolations were "

inexpref-

fible."

He relates in one of his letters

the fubjeb of a long and (harp

debate he once carried on with

Mr. Burgh, the ingenious and

public-spirited author of the

Political Dif'quifitions. In this

difpute, if the evidence of Mr.

Toplady may be relied on, he

drove, (to ufe his own expref-

fion) he drove his antagonift into

this dilemma,
S( that God doth

VOL. III. U

all he pqffilly can, to hinder

moral and natural evil ; but fuch

is the perverfenefs of mankind,
that they will not permit the Al-

mighty to have his wifh." I

ufed to fufpecl this paffage, fe-

le&ed from a long converfation,

to be fomething like that fpe-

cies of wire - drawn evidence,

fometimes procured by counfel,

learned in the law, who, by
means of a long firing of Ikilful

interrogatories, will undertake to

make a man fay whatever they

chufe.

Mr. Toplady was a good part

of his life engaged in contro-

verfy with John Weftley, whom
he ufed to call the Bifliop of

Moorfields ;
in this conteft,

they did not exhibit any portion

of the meek fpirit of Chriftianity;

the little I recollect from a

tranfient perufal of their pam-

phlets, at fo remote a period,

(almoft thirty years ago) inclines

me to think, that Toplady had

been ill ufed, and was on the

right fide of the queftion.

Their firft difagreement, though
afterwards extended to other

points, originated from the fub-

jecl of our prefent article tranflat

ing into Englifli, fome Latin work

on predeftination, with which he

accufed the apoftle of the metho-

difts, of unfairly interfering.

In that fpirit of predominancy

whichWeftley was too apt to af-
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dently entitled by fuperiorfanctity

and indefatigable zeal, he hinted

atToplady's being a young tranf-

lator; the latter replied fome-

what warmly,
" That it was bet-

ter to be a young tranflator than

an old Plagiary;" and accufed

John of uniting in his character,
(i the fo'phiftry of a.T'cfuit, thedic-

tatorial authority of a Pope, and

the craft of an attorney;" he con-

cludes with calling him,
" a reft-

lefs Arminian, the Bell-wether

of deluded thoufands."

It has been frequently remark-

ed as a fingular circumftancc,

that the long contcftcd doctrine

of neceffity, fo flrenuoufly fup-

ported by Mr. Toplady, and

others who profefied themfelves

friends to revelation, mould be

generally maintained byfceptics

and unbelievers.

Yet, on this intricate queftion,

he argued with confidence, and,

as he imagined, with fuccefs ; he

law not, or would not fee, that

agency, virtue, moral retribution,

and refponfibility, are infepara-

bly connected ;
that the pangs of

a guilty confcience,or the plcafure

which arifes from reflecting on a

good action, without liberty, are

myfterious, and paradoxical, if

not contradictory.

It may however be amufing,
if not intirucAive, to hear fomcof

his arguments ; this is one of the

many mftances, in which a Ikil-

ful fophift, mailer of his tools,

deludes others as well as himfelf;

it appears to me, that the rock

on which he
fplits, is, prov-

ing too much.
" A felf-determininc; power,

infers abfolute independence ; it

is not ealy to conceive, that a

being who is lord of himfelf,

ihould be accountable to any

other; he can neither believe,

nor dread a judgment day ; he

who has no fuperior, can never

hold up his hand at the bar as a

felon
; Paul was a knave for af-

ferting fuch an improbability,

and Felix a fool for trembling at

it."

The doctrines of Calvin have

generally been confidered as com-

fortlefs and gloomy> and I be-

lieve have often been fo called in

this collection ; Mr. Toplady
defends them in the following-

words.
" Why are Calvin's doctrines

reprefented as gloomy ? Is it

gloomy to believe, that the far

greater part of the human race

are created for endlefs happinefs?

For I conceive no reafonable

doubt can be entertained con-

cerning the falvation of very

young perfons ;
and it is com-

puted by perfons converfant in

fuch calculations, that more than

half
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half of the human fpecies die in

their infancy, arid that a very
confiderable number of the re-

maining half, are cut off in early

childhood.
" If then, as there is the

frrongeft reafon to think, many
millions of thofe who live to ma-
ture years, in every fucceflive ge-

neration, have their names in the

book of life
;
how very fmall,

comparatively fpeaking, how very

fmall is the portion of thofe who

perifh everlailingly.
<( For my own part," con-

cludes Mr. Toplady, in an ele-

vated tone,
" for my own part, I

folemnly profefs before God, an-

gels, and men, that I am not

eonfcious of being endued with

that i elf determining power^which
Arminianifm would afcribe to

me as a human creature ;
I am

clearly certain that I have it not,

and that I do not vvifh to have

it.

(( Were my all-wife and all-

powerful Creator, to make me an

offer of transferring the determi-

nation of any'one event from his

own will to mine
;

I would ear-

neftly entreat, that the fceptre

might ftill remain with him, and

that I might ftill continue to

have nothing to do in the direc-

tion of a tingle incident.
"

Joy in heaven over one

firmer that repenleth," was an-

other fubjet which exercifed his

ingenuity and eloquence, but

expofed him to the irreligious

banter of one of his antagonifts,
who accufed him of begging the

queftion.
* e This joy," fays Mr.

Toplady,
" arifes from a certain

proof, that the new convert is

one of the ele&, the angels know,
and are well affured, that he

could not have repented, had he

not been previoufly elected.

" A contrary belief would have

untuned the harps, and chilled

the praifes of the inhabitants of

the realms ofblifs ; there are no

ele&ion^doubters, no denyers of

predeftination, and free grace in

the kingdom of heaven ; they are

all as orthodox as the fun is

bright, in thofe happy regions."
In another of his works, he

affertSj that " there is nothing
abfurd or unphilofophical in the

metaphyfical theory of appari-

tions ;
that his opinion is con-

firmed by fcripture authority, in

two inftances
; the transfigura-

tion of our Saviour, and the cafe

of Eliphaz."
He further infifts,

" that Sa-

tan is incomparably more ortho-

dox, than nineteen in twenty of"

our divines, for that devils be-

lieve and tremble/' Addreffing
his hearers or his readers in a

firing of interrogatories, he pro-
ceeds

;

" Do you think there is

fuch a being as an Arian devil,

a Socinian devil, or a Sabellian

v 3 devil ?
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devil ? Is there an Anti-Tri-

nitarian, an Arminian, or a Pel-

agian among them ? No ; depend
on it none

; there are no Here-

tics neither in heaven, nor in

hell ; it is only on earth, that

men have the dreadful prerogative
of out-finning the very devils

themfelves."

But it is time to fmifli an ar-

ticle, which has confiderably
1'welled beyond my firft defign,

and has probably awakened the

impatience of my readers
;
but

I cannot conclude without ven-

turing my opinion, that Mr.

Toplady, with all his parts, all

his vigor, and all his learning ;

injured the caufe he meant to

defend.

In too many inftances he treat-

ed facred things, if I may be al-

lowed the term profanely; he

dived fearlefsly and with levity,

into depths where angels tremble

with awe ; he,^ught to have re-

coLe&ed, that the fubjecls he

fo confidentially difoufled and

fettled, can never be finally de-

termined on, in our prefent ftate

of exiftence, that the deepeft

thinker, and the clearefl reafoner

of US all, MUST WAIT THE GREAT

TEACHEtt, DEATH.

The mode in which he treated

thofe (I mean his mode as a

writer) who differed from him,
was equally oppofite to Chrif-

tianity, propriety, and good fenfe;

he converted religion into a fyf-

tern of metaphyfics, and explain-

ed the pure and limple precepts

of Chrift, by the cafuiftry and fyl-

logiirnsof a do&or of the fchools.

As to the doclrines he profeff-

ed, they may ultimately be right

or wrong, but in either cafe, his

zeal overleaped the boundaries

prefcribed by that Saviour whofe

gofpel he preached; he argued
more like a combatant, ambiti-

ous of (Inning as a difputant,

than a Chriilian paftor, anxious

only to do good.

Spirits like his, armed with

powers adequate to their zeal,

would creel a Calviniftic inquifi-

tion on a proteftant bafis, {lain

our reformed church with the

blood of martyrs, and let the

world on fire.

I am led to theL conclufions,

not from there being any thing

peculiarly or prominently intole-

rant in Mr. Toplady; but the

points he inculcated, and the en-

thufi "ftic and fanatic fpirit with

which he enforced them, would

have led him and his followers,

in fpite of themfelves, to perlecu-

tion, on this incontrovertible

principle, which has been ex-

emplified in different ages of

the world j at London and Ge-

neva, Lifbon and Madrid, at

Conftantinopfo, Mexico, Peru,

Paris,



TRAVELLING. 293

Paris, and Rome j
I TORTURE

YOU IN THIS WORLD, TO PRE-

VENT YOUR EVERLASTING DAM-
NATION IN THE NEXT.

To'fuch doclrines, Jo defend-

ed, I impute the rapid progrefs
of deifm and infidelity ; but -al-

though I cannot rejoice with a

modem writer, becauie l< the

wild-fire of religious fanaticifm,

has met with fo ufeful an extin-

guimer;" it is ferioufly to be

lamented, that mankind will not

find in good fenfe and modera-

tion, a remedy for men diibrders,

without having recourfe to dead-

ly poifons, by way of antidote.

HTOWNSHEND, MAR-
A

QUIS OF.
This nobleman, when Viceroy

of Ireland, had, as may naturally

be fuppofed, many unfuccefsful

candidates for court favors, but

all who recolleft the noble lord

in that exalted ftation, cannot

but remember his unwillingnefs
to let any man leave the caftle

diflatisfied.

Thofe perfons who had been

making requefts, which it was
out of his power to grant, he

ge^-

nerally conducted to a certain

room, where he mewed them a

caricature of him'felf, as Lord

Lieutenant, with his hands tied

I'dhJndhim, and faid to befketch-

ed by his own hand. Though
difappoiuted in theobjedt of their

purfuit, the parties generally
went away in good humour, and

often with a hearty laugh.
It cannot be denied, that to

be thus tranjported to Ireland

handcuffed, muft be humiliating
to a man of fenfe, and independ-
ent fpirit j yet even that ftate of

vaflallage, difguiled in the filken

drapery of court finefle and foft

words, is far preferable to the

perfonal and pointed indignity of

being fent over the water, a re-

prefentative of royalty, with

foothing language and fair pro-
mi fes ; an.d to be ordered by the

next mefTenger, to aiSl dire&ly

contrary to, or wholly difavow

them.

nPRAVELLING. The follow-
^

ing has been thought, not

a bad defcription of a good man
and true of the city of London,
the firft time he takes his feat in

the York Fly, on a journey to the

north ;
and whole excurlions

have never before extended be-

yond Richmond, Staines, or St.

Albans; obfervingthat the fketch

was taken more than forty years

ago.
" A thoufand apprehenfions

fill his mind ;
the farther he is

wheeled, the greater is his trou-

ble; and counting the mile {tones,

which to many is an amufement,

only feryes to heighten his em-

bar raflinents.
" At
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(f At the end of
fifty miles,

be begins to think, what a ter-

rible thing it muft be, to die in a

ftrange country ; he is furprized
to fee other paffengers fwallowing
the coffee, grounds and all, and

calling luftily about them for

more buttered toaft, while he

cannot touch a morfel
; a rafter

of [bacon and a tankard of ale, is

recommended by a fellow travel-

ler, but his ftomach heaves at

the bare mention of it ; he at

laft fwallows a glafs of fpring

water, with a few hartmorn

drops in it.

"
They proceed on their jour-

ney, the poor gentleman grows
worfe and worfe $ he is fure a

fever is coming on, and no

James's powder can be had; how

happy would he be to lofe a few

ounces of blood j but what man
in England can open a vein like

Mr. Keen, who has bled him and

his father before him.
f( One of the company taking

pity at his defponding condition,

offers a few carraway comfits,

or fome gingerbread nuts ; he is

inflantly feized with a violent

tooth-ach, and having no Green-

ough's tinfture at hand, fears he

fhall go diftracted with the pain.
" His apprehenfions of the

coach breaking down, or over-

turning j
a fractured fcull, brok-

en limbs, highwaymen, piftols,

and footpads, continue to harrafs

his mind
; perfons fo void of

feeling as not to be fenfible of

fuch dangers, after a jumble of

four fcore miles, may be able to

eat their dinner, for his part he

cannot fo eafily fit down and fall

to ; a little bit of bread pudding,
for nature requires fomething,
and a glafs of wine and water,
after much perfuafion, he at laft

forces down.
" He now begins to find

there is much wind in his cafe,

and would gladly expel it, and at

the fame time comfort the bowels

with a little Daffy's Elixir, but

unfortunately he forgot to bring
a bottle with him.

<f At night a warmed bed and

a little fack whey, difpofe him
to fleep but not to reft j

his af-

frighted imagination again is bufyj
he beholds in one confufed fcene,

his beloved wife weltering in her

blood ; his ineftimable fet of

China broken into a thoufand

pieces ; flocks tumbling, his

banker in the Gazette, his houfe

in flames, and his children in the

workhoufe.
" Who can fupport fuch mi-

fery ? he wakes in agonies, as.

real as if thefe evils had actually

befallen him ; and can hardly

perfuade himfclf it is a dream ;

he would give a thoufand pounds
to be that inftant in London ;

this is impoflible, but for a thou-

fand pence, he might foon be

tranf-
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tranfported thither, but the fhame

of returning without having ac-

compliftied his journey, deters

him.

The fecond day he finds him-

felf more tolerable; reaches

York in the afternoon, and won-

ders how he was able to go through
fuch fatigues."

HTRERET, a learned French-
"-

man, under the regal go-

vernment, who, on fome un-

founded pretence, was taken out

of his bed, at two o'clock in the

morning, and carried to the Baf-

tile.

After a confinement of feveral

weeks, and in perfecl ignorance

of the caufc of his imprifonment,
the lieutenant of police at laft

called to take his examination :

" Will you have the goodnefs,"
faid Treret, as that officer enter-

ed his room,
" will you have the

goodnefs to tell me, for what

crime I am fhut up in this

place ?" The lieutenant replied

with great coolnefs,
" I think

you have a great deal of curi-

ofity."

HTRIPLE ASSESSMENT, a

fubjeft, which at the mo-
ment one of my former editions

was fent to the prefs, was a fub-

jecl of general complaint.

Yet when the urgency of the

times, and the difficulties which

prefcnt themfelved to a national

financier, in taxing real property
are confidered, I (till am of opi-

nion, that the affefled taxes,

with a few exceptions, offer a

fair and probable criterion of

ability to pay.

Yet the arguments of thofe on

the oppofite iide of the queftion,

ought to be heard; they inflfl,

that the greateft number of per-
fons affected by this meafure.,

are the middle clafs of tradef-

men, the majority ofwhom, be-

ing fpeculators with the borrowed

property of 'others, are not able

to bear additional burthens.

They further infift, that this

tax, as it afcends to the more
elevated and wealthy ranks of fo-

cicty, is not levied in an aug-.

men ted ratio, proportionate to

their ability to pay.

If a tradefman, they fky,

fcarcely raifed above mediocrity,
is taxed an additional ten pqunds
a year, the wealthy tribe of ac-

cumulators, whether in cottages,

inns of court, counting houfes,

or palaces ; whether in al-

leys, or in fquares ; in drawing.

rooms, or garrets ; and up to

their ears in rouleaus, India

bonds, and bank-notes, mould

pay their fives, their tens, their

twenty thoufand pounds a year.

Thus equitably modified, I

can-
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cannot think it right that fo co-

pious and fo fair a fource of reve-

nue mould be abandoned.

But if it is of importance to

procure general confidence and

content, not a living creature,

from the king to the beggar,
Should be exempted ; all enjoy

protection, therefore all mould

contribute towards paying for

it.

No man mould be repofing at

his eafe, on a bed of down, while

flints, thorns, and briars, are

lacerating and wounding his

neighbours j many of whom are

lighting his battles, or buffeting
with winds, with waves, and em-
battled foes, in his defence; thofe

who do not ply the oar or moul-

der the mufket, mould not grudge

ample contribution, for the re-

ward and fupport of thofe who
do.

In a former impreffion, I fpoke
of a politician who roared too

loud to be heard, but who now
can roar no more.

He infifted, on my mentioning
a clafs of men, who are lightly,

if not wholly untouched by pub-
lic and parochial burthens

; THE
GROUND LANDLORDS OF LoN-
DON AND WESTMINSTER.
While their tenants and un-

der-tenants are finking into the

earth under the iron rod of tax-

ation, he ufed to defcribe thcfe

wealthy individuals, as enjoying

princely revenues, and fubject to

no outgoings ; yet I apprehend,
their property, whatever it may
be, is Subject to the inquifitorial

power of the income tax.

.POLITENESS, a

fketch by a female hand,
to which this collection hath

been already indebted.

f Politenefs is a juft medium
between formality and rudenefs j

it is in fa6l good -nature regulat-
ed by quick difccrnment, which

proportions itfelf to everyfituatjon
and every character ; it is a re-

ftraint laid by reafon and bener

volence on every irregularity of

temper, of appetite, and pkffi-

on. It accommodates itfelf to

the fantaftic laws of cuftom and

fafhion, as long as they are not

inconfiftent with the higher obli-

gations of virtue and religion." To give efficacy and grace
to politenefs, it muft be accom-

panied with fame degree of tafte,

as well as delicacy; and although
its foundation mult be rooted in

the heart, it is not perfect with-

out a knowledge of the world.
" In fociety it is the happy

medium which blends the moft

difcordant natures ; it impofes
filence on the loquacious, and in-

clines the mod referved to furn-

ifh their (hare of conversation ; it

repreiles the defpicable, but

common ambition of being the

moft
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woft prominent character in the

fcene; it increafes the general

defire of being mutually agreea-

ble; takes off the offenfive edge

of raillery, and gives delicacy to

wit ;
it preferves fubordination,

and reconciles eafe with propriety;

like other valuable qualities,
its

value is beft eftimated when it is

abfent.

<c No greatnefs can awe it into

fervility, no intimacy fink it into

coarfe familiarity ;
to fuperiors,

it is refpetlful freedom, to infe-

riors, it is unaffuming good -na-

ture, to equals, every thing that

is charming ; ftudying, antici-

pating, and attending to all

things, yet at the fame time ap-

parently difengaged and care-

lefs.

" Such is true politenefs, by

people of wrong heads and un-

worthy hearts, difgraced in its

two extremes, and by the gene-

rality of mankind, confined with-

in the narrow bounds of mere

good breeding, which is only one

branch of it.

HTYRAWLEY, LORD, a

pleafant reply he made to a,

Lifbon merchant,who was com-

plaining how very much the ba-

lance of trade was againft his

countrymen, in their commercial

jntercourfe with Great Britain.

*' The whole of pur bullion is

parried to England," concluded

the Portuguefe, I believe a Mr.

Solomon da Cofta, (l and as lonz9 O
as this continues to be the cafe,

we cannot but be a poor and

miferable people."
"

I can point out to you an

eafy way of preventing it," re-

plied the noble lord. " How?"
ie Never eat, and wear no

clothes."

This hint, faid an ino-enious
* O

relater of Lord Tyrawley's reply,

might be ufefully applied in molt

cafes of deranged finance, whe-r

ther public or private; one difh

and one coat, inftead of ten,

will, in moft inftances, be found

a fovereign remedy for this fpe-

cies of complaint in the cheft, in

the prefent day fo generally preva-
lent.

HTYRTJEUS, a Greek poet
*** of very remote antiquity,

who, like infpired perfons of an-

other defcription, is faid to have

been of little confideration in his

own country.

He is defcribed as a deformed,

poor, and aim oil blind old man,
and fomewhat difordered in his

fenfes ;
at the fiege of Mefiene,

theLacedemonians,beingdirec~led

by the oracle, to employ an

Athenian general, the farcaftic

citizens of Athens, fentthem, in

mockery, this crazy old fchool-

mafter, who, however contemp-
tible and forbidding his appear-

ance
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ance might be, rouzed them by
the magic of his numbers, or the

energy pf his recitation, to vic-

tory and renown
;
he appears to

have poflefied a confiderable por-

tion of that valuable art, which

many have in vain endeavoured

to acquire,

JE>re ciere vlros, martemque ac-

cendcre cantu.

This fact, fupported by indif-

putable cotemporary evidence,

has exercifed the wit, and excit-

ed the doubts of feveral modern
writers ; yet the French revolu-

tion, which has taken place be-

fore our eyes, if we may believe

one who was a powerful affiftant

in the bufinefs, the French re-

volution would never have taken

place, but for the popular airs

of Ca Ira, the Marfelloife Hymn,
and the Reveille du Peuple.

In England, the ele6tric effecT:

of " God fave the King," and
tf Rule Britannia," has been

feen, heard, and probably fell,

by many of my readers
; parti-

cularly if they omitted {landing

up, or uncovering their heads,

while one of thefe popular tunes

was playing.

To the ftimulating eflfe&s of

the war-fongs of Tyrtaeus were

added, a firm reliance on oracu-

lar propheiy, and the irreiiftible

phrenfy of fuperftitious entliufi-

afm.

del pour les Grecs a pave le

chemin.

Of the following fragment,
which is rather after the manner

of Tyrtceut) .than precifely his,

and recently publifhed, I can.

only fay with a lively writer,

often quoted in this collection,

s'il rfeftpas verltallement Tyr-
tee} il merite bisx de Vctre.

Halcyon peace has fled the

land,

Hofts embattl'd crowd the

ftrand ;

Spartans rouze to Spartan toil,

Strangers tread fair freedom's

foil.

Life to human kind is fweet,

When life and precious freedom

meet ;

When they part, the charm is

gone
To fweeten death, is honour's

boon.

Death when time or chance may
call,

Is nature's ftern award to all ;

Death, our native land to fave,

Is honour's bounty to the brave.

Then fpare not toil, then fpare

not life,

In the peril-braving flrife,

Then
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Then Spartans rufli on Sparta's

foes,

Fierce with your invaders clofo.

O how glorious
'tis to fight

For freedom, country, children,

wife
;

O what honors deck his grave,

Whofe death thofe deareft ties

can fave.

T TNACCOUNTABLE AT-

*T TACHMENTS.
The numerous instances we

fee of women without beauty,

fenfe, or accomplifhment, exer-

cifinga wonderful influence over

the moft caprk:ions rakes, and

what is' more, fecuring it during

life, hath often excited furprize :

the following paflfage,
in a Ro-

man author, who is fpeaking of

Caligula, may ferve to throw

fome light on the fubject.
" Caefoniam neque facie in-

figni, neque aetale integra, ma-

tremque ex alio viro, trium filia-

rum, fed luxurioe ac lafcivias

perditae, et ardentius et coniian-

tius ainavit ; faepe chlamyde et

galca ornatam, militibus often-

debat, amicis nudam."
" He long and ardently loved

Caefonia, though me pofiefied

neither youth nor beauty,and was

the mother of three children, by a

former hufband ;
the conftancy

of his attachmenl was attributed

to her drefs and manners, which

were in the higheft degree, irri-

tating and voluptpous ; proud of

pofleffing fuch a prize, he was

fond of gazing at her, as (he

paraded before the foldiers dreff-

ed in armor ;
to his more inti-

mate friends he introduced her

without armour."

The tyrant, by a fpecies of

felf-deception, which in one

way or another, we all of us

practice, ufcd to infift, that the

children (he had borne, long be-

fore he knew her, were his
;

to

corroborate his aflertion, he ad-

duced a curious proof, which is

no bad fpecimen of the charac-

ter and I pint of the man. It was,

that they were from early life,

fo naturally favage, that they ex-

preffcd this hereditary difpofitioa

by fcratching, biting, and gnaw-

ing the fingers and faces of their

little play-fellows and compa-
nions.

Was it a Pope who feeing a

young man that very much re-

lemble.d him, afked the flranger

if his mother had not formerly
vifited Rome,

" No, Sir," faid

the youth,
u but my father

has."

A few reflections connected

with the fubject ofunaccountable

attachments, may be feen in the

latter part of MANON L'EscAUT,
and in the article, MARY MAN-
CINI.

UN,
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TJNEQUAL MATCHES.
Volumes have been writ-

ten, on the prepolterous abfur-

clity of old age expetting com-

fort and happinefs, by uniting it-

felf in wedlock with youth and

beauty ; yet, although fuch

unions have in many inftances

led to mifery and murder, de-

crepitude will -have its frolic,

dotage will be dangling its doll.

An old ox-ntlcman made a goodwJ ''

reply to a friend who advifed

him to riiarry a young wife, be-

cauie it would be fo comfortable

to be -coddled or cuddled, I for-

get which was the word, during

the cold winter nights, by a

pretty woman.
"I am greatly obliged by

your kind attention, but it is

my wifli to referve the little

ilrength and fpirits which re-

main, to fupport the pains and

infirmities of old age.
"

I have befides contracted

fo many habits, and have fuch

a number of peculiarities in my
humor and way of life, which

are by long ufage become a fe-

cond nature, that if I were put

out of than, it would make me

very unhappy.
"

But, thefe confederations

out of the queftion, I have too

much pride to iubmit to be re-

garded only . as a convenience ;

for you may reft afiured, .that

an old fellow will never be ac-

cepted, as a hufband, by a young
woman, in any other light.

((
I determine to live and die

as I am, lelt my forehead (hould

be expofed to a certain difgrace-
ful appendage j

if young men
are not always exempt from this

misfortune, how can an old man

hope to efcape j
and if he does,

he may be haunted with the idea

of it, he may fitjpecl that he is a

cuckold, though he is not ; this

perhaps is a greater evil than

really to be one without fufpect-

ingit."
But in the decline of life, all

men are not fo prudent, a few

months only have elapfed, mice

the following curious and deli-

cate reply was made, by a hardy
veteran of feventy-four, obfti-

nately bent, on committing theJin

ofmatrimony with twenty-two.
It was in anfwer to the editor of

this article, who prefuming on a

long friendfhip, had difluaded him

from taking iuch a ftep, and had

ftrongly infifted on the impoffi-

bility of a pretty young woman

loving an infirm, peevifh, dif-

eafed old man, and on the great

probability of her proving un-

faithful to his bed.

^ All you can fay," anfwered

this worthy member of the epi-

curean five,
(( All you can fay,

will have no effect, in influencing

my conduct ;
I am relolvcd to

marry, at every rifk : and as to

what
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\vhat you obferve of the impofli-

bility of the tender paffion, un-

der certain circumftaiices, being

mutual, it may be true, but in^

that refpe6t 1 am wholly indif-

ferent; let me but poflefs and

enjoy, it is. all I afk, reciprocal

affection, in my opinion, is not

elfeatial to pleafure.
" Do I expect from the tur-

tle and the venifon I fwallow

with fuch a zeft ? am I fuch a

fool as to expert lhat there mould

be any partiality and attachment,

fubfillino; between thofe daintiesO
and the palate of my mouth ?

No, no, depend on it your no-

tions on the fubjeet are chime-

rical
; letevery_ man enjoy him-

felf in his own way ;
I am not

fuch a fool as to fpoil my enjoy-

ments as fome of you reflecting

cautions folks do, by examining
them too clofely, and refining

too much on the nature of

them."

After fuch an argument, and

from one nearly approaching the

threfhold of the houfe of death,

I did not feel inclined to urge

perfuafion further, but as defpe-

rate difeafes fometimes require

defperate remedies, and as I

had ftrong claims to be heard, as

well as fome intereft in the hap-

pinefs of his intended wife
;
he

permitted me to take down a

book from one of my (helves,

and I read to him the following

narrative FROM THE RECORDS

OF A COURT OF JUSTICE.

Monfieur D'Efcombas, a

wealthy inhabitant of Paris, re-

folved as old age came on, toO *

marry ;
after taking fome pains

to find a proper woman, at leaft

one he liked, his choice at length
fell on a woman, who was in

fat, the laft he ought to have

chofen
; (he was the daughter of

his jeweller, not more than nine-

teen, very handfome, giddy, vain

of her perfonal accompli.fhinents,

and already attached to Monjoy,
an officer in the corps of .engi-

neers, young, well made, gay,
and gallant, but pennylefs,. and

deeply in debt.

The military man's vifits had

been forbidden for fome months

before old Mons. D'Efcombas

made his offer, which was at

firlt received with a mixture of

horror and contempt on the part

of the lady ;
but tbe pecuniary

diftrefies of her father, his relb-

lution in cafe of refufal, to (hut

her up in a convent, and the

fplendid equipage, preients, and

fettlement of the grey headed

lover, at length prevailed on

the young lady to accept his

hand.

From the moment (lie became

Madam D'Efcombas, flie was a

miferable woman; love in an old

man has been called, what in

fa6titis, atroul'lejonicdijcaft:; flic

had
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had always di diked her hufband,
but bis fretful temper and un-

ceasing fufpicions made her de-

teft him
; Monjoy foon difco-

vert-.d the iLite of her mind, and

procured interviews, in which

fhe forgot her marriage vow.

But he declared that he would

not permit another, however

iacred and unalienable his title,

to (hare that beauty, to which,

according to the theory of prior

attachment, he confidercdhimfelf

as
fairly

and legitimately entitled.

He made no icruple of declaring

repeatedly in the prefence of this

unfaithful wife, that he would

take the 'firft opportunity of dif-

patchingherhufband. That which

we familiarize by perpetually

thinking and {peaking of, we are

foon ready and easrer to commit ;

Monjoy foon alter perpetrated

this crime, at midnight, in a

dark walk of the garden of the

Luxembourg palace, to which

under fome faHe pretence, he

had decoyed the unhappy old

man.

In confequence of feveral fuf-

picious circumftances, Monjoy
was taken into cuftody and com-

mitted to the Chatelet ; the mi-

ferable, the guilty wife, vailing

her lover in prifon, v. as detained

as an accomplice.
After a certain time, the of-

fender was tried bulure the par-

liament of Paris, found guilty,

and condemned to be broken

alive on the wheel ; this lenience

had partly been put in execution,

when the offender, who had

been religioudy educated, de-

manded abfolution of his con-

feflbr ; this the holy father re-

fufed, unlefs the criminal would

point out his accomplices, or

confefs whether any one was

privy to the murder, or his de-

fign of committing it.

The mangled, mutilated

wretch, in the agonies of pain
and guilt, defired that Madam
D'Efcombas might be fent for j

when brought into his prefence,

he charged her with a previous

knowledge of his defigning to

commit the murder ; exhorting
her at the fame time, to fpeedy

repentance. She immediately

fainted, and was taken back to

prifon ; the coup de grace was

foon given to the tortured wretch,

and the faithlefs wife, a few

weeks after was hanged at the

Place de Greve.

The jeweller died of a broken

heart, declaring in the anguifh
of parental delpair, that by urg-

ing his daughter to fo prepofter-

ous and fatal a union, he confi-

dered himfelf as in fact the

murderer of Monjoy, D'Efcom-

b;i;', and his wife.

A little attention, on the part

of D'Efcombas to the voice

of nature, propriety, prudence,
and
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and common fenfe, would have

wholly prevented fo fatal a com-

plication of
folly, misfortune,

and crime : old men inclined to

take young wives, ihould call to

mind a famous Spaniih proverb ;

Donna ignuda manda I'uomo

fotto la terra.

TJNFAITHFUL LOVER, an

effectual method of reco-

vering one ; not often made ufe

of by the fair fex, and omitted

by Mrs. Woolftoncroft in her

enumeration of the rights of wo-

men ; indeed, few forfaken dam-

fels, if they felt the inclination,

poflefs reiblution, power, or

opportunity for putting it into

practice.

The heroine of our little tale,

was the daughter of a king of the

Eaft Angles, during the Saxon

Heptarchy, between the firth

and fixth century of the Chrif-

tian zera; her father was confi-

dered as a powerful king,al though
his dominions comprehended on-

ly the prefent counties of Nor-

folk, Suffolk, and part of Cain-

bridgemire.

Having been betrothed to Racli-

ger, a young prince,whofe father

was King of the Varnes, a peo-

ple who at that time inhabited a

. country near the mouth of the

Rhine ; from fome motive of

policy, paflion, or caprice, the

lover violated his plighted faith,

and married Regintrude, one of

the daughters of Theodebert the

firft, a Gallic King of Metz, or

Auftrafia, a territory fwallowed

up, and almoft undiftinguiihed in

the enormous acquifitions or

ufurpationS' of France, and now
called Lorrain.

Some women, under fuch cir-

cumftances, would have thought
no more of a man who had thus

proved himfelf wholly unworthy
of her regard ;

but the Saxon

princefs, from the ardor of her

attachment, or the irritation of

wounded pride, a<Sted different-

iy-

Procuring (hips and troops,

fhe croffed the lea, attacked Ra-

diger, defeated his forces, and

after a bloody engagement, he

himfelf became the priibner of

the woman he had forfaken.

Ordering the royal captive to

be brought before her, he ap-

peared loaded with chains, and

expecting death in its moft cruel

form.

The princefs, after firft re-

proaching him for his perfidy,

demanded his reafons for not.

performing the promife he had

fo folemnly made ?

" I was compelled," replied

the prifoncr,
"

I was compelled

by my father, and induced by
the iutreaties of his counleilor^,

to take Regintrude to wife; filial

obedience, and a regard to the

intereft
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intcreft of my country, tempted
me to perjure myfelf, contrary

to my own inclinations
;

but it

is not now a time for words
; I

am your priioner, and prepared
to endure the bittereft tortures

you can inm'ct."

tc You know too well, falfe

man, the ftate of my affections,

to expect any fuch feverities,"

replied the lady,
"

inftantly dif-

rpifs the pretender to that heart

which muft be wholly mine, and

place me on that throne to which

I am entitled."

Radiger cheerfully complied
with thefe conditions, Tent home
the Auftrafian princefs, and the

victorious heroine, proved her-

felf worthy of his bed, his heart,

and his throne.

TJNION WITH IRELAND.
At a moment when this

great quettion was agitated with

acrimonious violence on both

fides of the water ;
when proprie-

ties ofruinandfiavery,werethun-

clered out by patriotism, and

fighed forth by defpondency, it

\vas thought ufeful and enter-

taining, to perufe the fpeech of

Lord Belhaven, a Peer of Scot-

land, in the reign of Queen
Anne, previous to the union of

that kingdom taking place, with

England ;
the fliort aufwer to his

declamation, is,
<:
Compare the

prefent ftate of Scotland with

what it was before that period."
" When I confider this affair

of a union," laid his lordfhip,
"
my mind is weighed down

with melancholy thoughts,which
I think it my duty to lay before

this honorable houfe.
" A free and independent

kingdom, is delivering that,which

all the world hath been fighting

for, fmce the days of Nimrod ; I

mean the power of managing
their own afiairs

j a national

church founded on a rock,

and fenced about by law as well

as gofpcl, is dcfccnuing into a

plain, and levelling itfelf with

Jews, Papifts, Socinians, Ar-

minians, and Anabaptifts.
" The noble Peers of Scot-

land, whole anceftors led armies

into the field at their own proper

coft, are now to be divefted of

their followers and vaflals; are

treated with no more refpect,

than a petty Englifli exeifeman,

and muft wait in the court of re-

quefls, like fo many foliciting

attornies.

ss Our learned judges muft

now ftudy the common law of

England, or they will be per-

petually gravelled with appeals,

certioraris, ejectments, injunc-

tions, and demurrs
;
our manu-

facturers will hang down their

heads in the dciblate ilreets,

and
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and be wormed out of all their

trade, by unkind neighbours ;

our gallant foldiers will be fent

to the plantations, our old corps

be broken, and left to beg,
whilft the junior Englifh regi-

ments will be retained flourifh-

ing and complete.
ts Our induftrious tradefman,

loaded with new taxes and impo-

fitions, muft drink water inftead

of ale, and eat his pottage with-

out ialt : the hufbandman's corn

will fpoil upon his. hands for

want of fale, he will curfe the

day of his birth, dread the ex-

pence of a family, and debate

whether he ftionld marry or do

worfe. Our common mother,

Caledonia, fitting the while,

like Ccefar in the midft of the

fenate, looking ruefully around

her, covering herfelf with her

robe, receiving the fatal blow, and

breathing out her laft figh with

Et tu quoque mi fill.

" Are not thefe, my lords,

very afflicting thoughts ? Are

our eyes blinded, our hearts

hardened, and our hands bound
j

do our tongues faulter ? that we
do not mind the things which fo

highly concern us in this our

day ?

" The Lord forbid
5
man's

extremity is God's opportunity,
he is a prefent help in time of

need ; fome unforfeen Provi-

dence will yet caft the balance

VOL. ill. X

in our favor, none can deftroy

Scotland but Scotland herfelf 5

hold your hands from the pen,
and you are fecure ; I fay with

Judah,
e Let not our hands be

upon the lad, he is our brother;
1

there will affuredly be a Jehovah

Jirah, fome ram will be caught
in the thicket, ere the bloody
knife reach the throat of our mo-

ther.

" There are many wife and

prudent men among us, who
think it not worth their while to

open their mouths ; can there be

a more important oceafion, when
a monarchy, founded more than

two thoufand years, fupported

by valor, wifdom, and expe-

rience, is on the eve of being
diflblved ?

" There are others among us,

who are able to fpeak well, and

to good purpofe, but dread the

frowns of great men
;

I fo-

lemnly call on fuch perfons, as

they mail anfwer to God, to re-

member their oaths
;

if at this

crifis they hold their peace, THEY
AND THEIR HOUSE SHALL *E-

KISH.
"

It is of importance, under

our prefent circum fiances, to en-

quire concerning the nature of

the parties into which we are di-

vided, Whigs and Tories; names

as oblcure, my lords, as Guelfs

r.nd Ghibilines, and each of a dif-

ferent defcription in the two

king-
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kingdoms; a Whig in England
is a heterogeneous creature, in

Scotland he is all of a piece ; a

Tory in England is a fiatefman,

and often a placeman ;
in Scot-

land he is quite otherwife, he is

there an anti-courtier.
<f A Whig in England is like

Nebuchadnezzar's image, made
of different inetals, different

principles, and different defigns ;

the Whigs, take them altogether
are like a piece of fine mixed

drugget, of various threads, fome

fine and fome coarfe, but altoge-

ther making a comely appear-
ance. The Tories are like a

piece of loyal made Englifh cloth,

the true ftaple of tiie nation, all

of a thread
; yet if we look nar-

rowly into it, and place it in dif-

ferent lights, we mall perceive a

diverfity of color.

" The Tories are fometimes

like the moon at the full, as

appeared in the affair of occafi-

onal conformity ; at other times

they feem under a cloud, eclip-

fed as it were by a greater body ;

this was evidently the cafe-in the

meditated project of calling over

the Princefs Sophia ; this We

may however clearly fee, their

defigns are to out moot theWhigs
with their own bow.
" The Whigs in Scotland, are

the genuine true Hue prejlyte-

rian, who, without confidering

time, intereft, or expediency,will

venture all for the kirk ;
but

fomething lefs for the Hate ; to

defcribe a Scotch Tory, is more

difficult.

" Of old, when I knew them

firft, a Tory was an honefi-heart-

ed companionable fellow, who,
as long as he was protected in

his perfon and property, was not

very anxious by what hands the

government was adminiftered; but

fince divinity has become the fa-

fhion, and that Chriftianity and

falvation depend upon epifcopal

ordination, I profefs I know not

what to make of the Tories.

" My lords, if thefe divifions

are not prevented by her maje-

fty's royal endeavours, the whole

ifland will be fplit in two j
while

we are under the afflicting hand

of Providence, all diffention

fhould ceafe ; I hope we may
yet arrive at profperity and hap-

pinefs : and if the prefent propo-
fal for a union, were ten times

worfe than it is, I will not de-

fpair, if we do but hold together,

and bury old animofities ; I de-

fire that an AGAPE, a feaft of

love, may take place,where every

man fitting down, may forgive

every one his neighbour, and eat

his meat with gladnefs.
" The circumftances of th

two countries, as hath been al-

ready obferved, are indeed very

dif-
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different J the fituation of Eng-
land is great and glorious ; their

affairs prudently managed both at

home and abroad ; their armies

victorious j the greateft generals
of their enemies, their prifoners ;

and their fleet the terror of the

world j their commerce pervad-

ing the univerfe ; their capital

the emporium of Europe ; their

wealth, that great finew of war,

immenfe j and their national

treafures expended with ftrict fi-

delity.
" It is quite otherwife with

us, my lords, we are a poor ob^

fcure people, though formerly
of better account ; placed in a re-

mote corner of the globe, with-

out name and without alliance j

1st us therefore fet afide divifions

and bickerings, when Hannibal

is at the gate $ he is at the end

of this table, he is at the foot of

this throne, his hands are on
thefe Regalia."

UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE,
a rock on which many mo-

dern politicians have
fplit ; a

point on which, after making
every allowance for argumenta-
tive evafion, and political leger-

demain, I have fcarcely found

two perfons exactly agree.
In a former volume, an article

was affigned to Thomas Paine,

whole opinions on this fubject
have been diffufed by the zeal of

his friends, and more by the in-

duftry of his opponents, who in

their diligence to counteract the

poifon, have, I fear, propagated
fome of the moft mifchievous of

his tenets.

This unlucky effect has been

produced in a manner fimilar to,

but with principles and purpofe

Very different, from the villain*

ous proprietor of a certain de-

teftable preparation, once famous

in its way.
After expatiating on its effica-

cy, the quack ufed to conclude

with an infidious caution, in

capitals, by way of N. B. Per-

fons in fuch and fuch fituations,

muft not, on any account, make
ufe of the medicine, as it will

infallibly procure
********

3 the

Vfery effecl: for which the rafcal

wifhed the public to underftand it

was meant, and pointed out, and

for which he ought to have been

fufpended on a gibbet, twenty

years ago.

Amongft the moft violent

fupporters of the doctrine of

Univerfal Suffrage 5 I have ob*

ferved, an equivocal, if not a

contradictory conduct j a blend-

ing of oppofite fyftems, an A-

malgama of republican and mo-
narchical ingredients, which

cloathed the naufeous pills of

democracy, in an ariftocratic

gilding.

By thefe dexterous artifts the

X 2 violent
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violent inflammatory ocklocrafic

(is that the right way of fpellhig

your confounded hard word Mr.
A n) the ocklocratic fpirit has

been lowered by explanatory fu-

pcrfufion and the virulence of the

gas has either wholly evaporated,
or been rendered by thefe means,
inert and harm lei's.

I attributp thefe phenomena
to a ftrno-olc in the human bread,9W J

a natural druggie between a

fondnefi for popularity, and the

Inong impulic of internal con-

viction.

liopelefsof, though notdefpi-

fing
.

popularity, if I could ho-

neftly attain it, and fearlefs of

cenfure fur declaring my opinion
on any fpeeulative point, I have

ventured to give it towards the

conclufion of the prefent article;

but I firft prefent to my readers,

partofafpeechofThomasPaine's,
on our prefent fubject, read in

French to the Convention, by
Lanthenas, on account of the

author's deficiency in the Gallic

language.O
" Perfccuted in England, and

weakened by long confinement

in the Luxembourg, for defend-

ing the people ; I could not re-

(ift the defire I felt to give my
opinion on the important fub-

jecl, which now occupies your

attention; principles depend not

on circumftances, they are elaf-

tic, and beyond the reach of con-

troul, they fiourifli when the

man who promulgated them, is

crufhed to atoms.
" The plan which has been

prefented to you, will alienate

from you the affections of the

laborious clafles of fociety. The
conftitutional act prcfcribes, a-

niong other conditions, of being
clafled among your citizens, that

of paying contribution ;
this is

clearly a violation of the three

fit ft articles of the declaration of

rights ;
1 wifh to know what

name you will give to thole who

pay no contribution ?

ff You acknowledge, that the

common good is the end of all

fociety, and that government is

instituted for the purpofe of gua-

ranteeing to all, the enjoyment
of their rights ; but according to

the article in dilcuffion, the end

of fociety is only the happinefs
of thofe who pay contributions.

If the article be decreed, the

rich will ultimately be the only
citizens ;

an inconfiftent line of

demarkation will be drawn be-

tween the rights of man, and the

rights of the poor.'*

My readers will perceive, that

the author of this fpeech has

not abandoned his principle,

though he has quitted his

country ; as it contains more of

argument, and lefs of virulence,

than fome of his productions,

I was tempted to preferve it in the

pre-
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prefent collection ; and becaufe

it is the foundation of a great

portion of the oppofition, which

has been raifed againil Thomas

Paine, by his adverfaries in this

country.
It would, however, be difficult

in any civilized ftate, to point
out a clafs of men who do not,

in fomeway or other, contribute

to the exigencies of the govern-
ment under which they live ; if

they do not pay vifibly and avow-

edly in afiTefled taxes,they confnme

fome neceffary article of life,

which at the Cuftom-houfe, or

Excife-office, helps to augment
the public revenue.

Befkles, as hath been often ob-

ferved, every man's labour is his

property ; and he who exerts

his faculties in any conftant oc-

cupation, manual or mental,

pays his quota, and often in a

fpecies of bullion, the moft valu-

able of all others, to the public

treafury.

In (olid argument, and debated

as a queftion of right, I conf'efs I

cannot fee the fhadow of a doubt

with refpeft to the equity of

univerfal fuffrage; but tried on
the touchftone of general expe-

diency, and focial utility, I am

compelled to hefitate on the pro-

priety of
eftablifhing it.

Every form of government hi-

therto eftablifhed, has, in a long-
er or fhorter fpace of time, lapfed

into abufe and corruption ;

thefe have at length called forth

the correcting hand of meliora-

tion and reform, and no efta-

blifhment yet invented, has been

found powerful enough to refift

the interference of fuch a con-

troul, when guided by truth,

zeal, and good fenfe.

But if once a government was

eftablifhed on the broad ban's of

univerfal fuffrage, it would oe

compofcd of materials fo im-

perifhable, its ftrength fo enor-

mous and omnipotent, that no-

thing on earth would ever be able

to check or con-eft it.

It would be a Briareus with

ten tboufand hands, an Argus
with millions of eyes; and how-

ever oppreffive, mifchievous, or

miftaken it might prove, there

would remain no dernier rej'ort

to appeal to
;

the only mode of

refitting or amending fuch a go-

vernment, would be to fubvert

it ;
and this from its enormous

power would be almoft impof-
fible. We. are convinced by the

experience of part ages, that go-
vernments purely democratic,

are mbject to the fame evils, in-

fatuations and errors as other

forms.

To univerfa! fuffrage, there-*

fore, as tending to eltablifh a

defpotifm which no power could

amend or controul
;

to univerfal

fuffrage which places the peo-

people,
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people, that moft formidable and

irrefiftable of all weapons, in the

hands of artful, ill-defigning

men, T give without referve, an

unqualified negative.

With the fame hand, and pre-

cifely on the fame principles,

that I would plant a dagger in

the heart of an opprefiive blood-

thirlly tyrant, who trampled on

all laws, human and divine, I

would apply the lighted match

to a culverin loaded with grape

{hot, againft democratic or re-

publican tyranny,

TJRBAIN GRANDIER, a

canon in the church of

Loudun in the Orleanois, dur-

ing the early part of the feven-

teenth century, and a popular

preacher, who by virtue of a

handfome face, and an agreeable

delivery, drew -after him large

congregations, over whom, par-

ticularly the females, he was ac-

cufed of exerting an improper
influence.

Having excited the envy of his

cotemporaries by his excellence,

or deferved their cenfures by his

nrifcondu6l, for they told ftrange

ftories of his converting the cloy-

ilers of the cathedral into a place

pf aflignation ; he was cited be-

fore the official of Poiftiers, whq
after a real or pretended ex-

amination of witneffes, pro-

nounced againft him a fenteiice

of degradation, but the canon

appealing to a fuperior jurifdic-

tion, was pronounced innocent.

In the courfe of the profecu-

tion, provoked by ill
ufage,

he

treated with the contempt they

deferved, the monks of a con-

vent ofcapuchins, in the neigh-

bourhood, confidering them as

promoters of the vexatious and

expcnfive fuit he had experi-

enced. Although the object of

their malice efcaped, they vow-

ed vengeance againft him ; he

had alfo been fo imprudent as

to fpeak and to write againil

celibacy, making ufe of an argu-

ment not eafily anfwered,
' that

thofe who have no wives of their

own, are very apt to make ufe of

the wives of other people/

A few years after, certain weak

headed women inflamed with

zeal, or overcome by vapors and

Eau de Vie, fancied themfelves

bewitched, and the circumftance

reaching the enemies of Gran-

dier, they thought it a favorable

opportunity for revenging the

infult they had received, and

perfuadcd the filly people that

the canon of Loudun had

brought them into their prefent

condition, by magic art.

The unlucky Urbain was again

taken into cuftody, and an abu-

five but witty fatire, called the

Cobler of Loudun, having been

written a year before, the capu-
chins
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chins found means to prfuade

Cardinal Richlieu, who was

grofsly abufed in it, that their

prifbner was the author. The

enraged ftatefman immediately

appointed a commiffion for car-

rying on a procefs againft

Grandier for witchcraft; a pro-

ceeding which reflects difgrace

on the minifter's memory, as

he muft himfelf have laughed

at the ridiculous charge, but

thought it a good opportunity to

crufh an enemy, without ap-

pearing at all to intereft himfelf

in tfie bufinefs ;
an abominable

mode of proceeding, too fre-

quently practiced by perfons

who are neither cardinals nor

prime miuifters. If Richlieu

had confidered the fubject of

our prefent article as actually the

author of the defamatory libel,

it was his duty as a gentleman,

to have proceeded openly againft

him.

The commifiioners appointed

to try Grandier, met, and were

fb credulous or fo devoted to the

wimes of Richlieu, as to give

the matter a ferious hearing ; a

number of foolilh or malicious

perfons made oath, that they had

at different times and at the in-

ftigation of the canon, been pof-

iefled by devils ; they mentioned

the name of each infernal fpirit

which had by means of Urbain's

fpclls, entered into them, Afti-

taroth, Afmodeus, Uriel, and

many others, with which I will

not defile my page.

I blufti for the folly
or the

malignity ofhuman nature, when

I relate that the unfortunate man
was found guilty and condemned

to die ; when he heard the fen-

tence, without difcovering any

emotion, he only defired a (hort

time to prepare for another world.

In the autumn of the year fix-

teen hundred and thirty-five,

and in a Chriftian country,

he was actually BURNT ALIVE,

for a crime he could not com-

mit
;

a transaction which will

brand the name of Cardinal

Richlieu and the wretches he

employed with eternal infamy,

as it is impoffible that any of

them could believe in the truth

of the charge they brought

againft him.

Urbain Grandier was a man of

good fenfeand vivacity, furround-

ed by crafty knaves, and cunning

fools, (for however contradictory

the term, many fuch there are)

who envying and hating a man in

every refpect their fuperior, took

advantage of his want of pru-
dence to work his ruin. On this

occafion, his enemy Richlieu

employed the bafe paffions, and

abfurd prejudices of mankind

as apt inftruraents to murder

the man he hated ; if there was

any u'itcherafi in the cafe, it

was



$12 VAILLANT.

was evidently of that fpecies, by
which the editor of this collec-

tion, and nine out of ten of his

readers, have often been led aftray .

A ILLANT, JOHN, a

French antiquary, of acute

intellect, and indefatigable ap-

plication, who, becoming an or-

phan early in life, might have

fuffered the various evils entailed

on that helplefs ftate ;
but the

Jofs of parents was amply fupplied

by a maternal uncle, who receiv-

ing the infant into his houfe,

reared it with tendernefs and af-

fection j
and as the boy grew

up, faw, with delight, his efforts

more than re-paid, by the grati-

tude,correct conduct, and literary

progrefs of his nephew.
At the age of twenty-four, he

took his degree as a doctor in phy-

fic; this fcience he practifed a few

yearsasaprofeffion; but returning
to Beauvais, the place of his

birth, for the purpofe of recover

ing his health, after a violent fe-

ver, a circumftance happened,
which prefented a new, an intcr-

eding object to his mind, and

determined his future deftina-

tion.

Soon after his arrival, the te-

nant of a little farm he inherit-

ed from his uncle, called, and on

beine told thatMr.Vaillantrwas inO

bed, and indifpofed, infiftcd ear-

neftly, that wherever he was, he

muft directly fee himj after a

fhort delay, and many urgent en-

treaties, he was admitted.

Defiring the attendant to with

draw, and carefully locking the

door, the peafant drew forth a

bag, from which he poured on

the bed, in which the aftoniflicd

Vaillant was lying, a number of

gold and filver coins, which he

had discovered in tilling the

ground ;
f l

I confidered them as

my landlord's property, and fliall

now be able to deep in peace,
fince I have got rid of fuch dan-

gerous commodities." Uttering
thefe words, he immediately

quitted the houfe.

Surprized at the fingularity of

this addrefs, and affected by the

honefty of the ruRic, whom he

properly rewarded, Vaillant paf-
fed feveral days in examining the

fubterraneous produce of his

farm; a branch of fcience which

had never before occupied more
than a cafual portiqn of his time

and attention.

The precious relics afforded

an agreeable relief to the tedious

hours of a convaltfcent
;
his cu-

riofity was irritated, and as his

health improved, the prc-difpof-

ing fparks of genius were gradu-

ally drawn forth. That which

accidentally offered as a tempo-

rary relaxation, became, by a

union of habit and inclination,

the leading point of his fiudies ;

and,
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and, finally, the principal occu-

pation of his life.

Similarity of purfuits, brought
him acquainted with Seguin, au-

thor of feveral ingenious DifTcr-

tatiotvs on Medals ; by this gen-
tleman he was introduced to the

Minifter Colbert, to Meflrs.

Lamoignon, and Harlay. He
was feat by the firft into Italy,

Sicily, and Greece, for the pur-

pofe of enriching a collection

which had been prefented to the

King of Fiance, by Gallon,Duke
of Orleans.

A perfon better qualified could

noteafily have been found; nor,

had he been permitted to chufe,

could Vaillant have felecled an

employment more exaelly con-

fonant to his own wiflies
;

he

had acqxu'red the enthufiafm of

an antiquary, an enthufiafm,

which abforbing the faculties of

its votaries, has been often ridi-

culed, but to which we are in-

debted for much valuable know-

ledge, and the iblution of many
important doubts.

In the courfe of his travels, he

viewed with delight the match-
lefs remains of ancient art, in

that ftore-houfe of antiquities,
from which fuch confiderabie

exportations have been made by
French marauders.

Having procured large additi-

ons for the royal cabinet, collett-

fti information, and improved his

tafte, Vaillant returned with im-

patience to France; and foon

after publifhed his Coins of the

Roman Emperors, from Julius

Czefar to Poflhumus, a ufeful

referential work, and an indif-

penfable article in the library of

every collector.

This publication eftabliflied his

reputation; and the minifter

was fo well fatisfied, that he dif-

patched him in fix teen hundred

and fcventy-four, on a fecond

miffion.

His rcfearches on. this occa-

fion, were eminently fuccefsful;

but the (hip in which he return-

ed, was unfortunately taken by a

Corfair, and poor Vaillant, with

a valuable cargo of medals, and

heavy laden with hopes and

fears, was plundered, and carried

into Algiers.

As France was then at peace
with thele pirates, and the ufual

contributions, which civilized fo-

ciety fubmits to be levied on

them, had very lately been lent,

there could be no pollible pre-
tence for this outrage, but down-

right robbery.
The collector was detained fe-

veral months in this neft of

thieves, which is a reproach to

the fupinenefs, the impotence,
or the jealous fpirit of the mari-

time powers of Europe. Not-

withftanding the repeated recla-

mations of the French Conful,

he



314 .VAILLANT.

he might have pafied his life in

captivity, had notliis friends, by
a well-applied prcfent, prevailed

on the barbarians to fet him at

liberty j and he was permitted to

rc'-purchafa the moft valuable of

his coins.

Eager to return, and anxious

to leave a country hateful to God
anil man, he feized the firft op-

portunity of embarking in a vef-

iel bound to Marfeilles; but two

days after his departure from Af-

rica, a Salle rover bore down,
and in fpite of all their efforts,

gained faft upon them.

Our traveller now experienced

that blafting of renewed hope, fo

peculiarly galling, and which has

been defcribed as making the

heart fick
;
but being determined

not to IK- deprived of thofe trea-

fures which he had taken fuch

pains to procure, and bought at a

double price, he retired to the

cabin, and fele&ing his moft va-

luable coins, proceeded to fwal-

iow them, confidering his fto-

mach as the fafeft and moft in-

acceffible of all repofitories.

He had fcarcely fmiihed his

nnpleafant repaft, when the fa-

vages approaced, hailed, and were

in the acl: of preparing to board

them ; when a brifk gale iudden-

]y fpringfng up, effectually fe-

parated the fhips, a violent

ftorm came on, the waves rolled

mountains high, aud alter run-

ning before the wind feveral

days, in a tempeftuous fea, they
were driven oil the coaft of

Spain.

Drenched with fea-water, half

dead with fatigue, terror, and

cold, and extremely incommoded
with what he had taken into his

ftomach, Vaillant was carred on
mens* flioulders through the furf;

and, but for the well-timed hof-

pitality, of a friendly Spaniard,
would have periflied under his

fufferings.

The moment his health per-

mitted, he returned to Paris, and

confulted feveral medical friends

on the fubje& of his hidden treci*

Jure, which he had reafon to fear

would be productive of injurious

effects on his conftitution.

Leaving, by their advice, hij

cure to nature, he was gradually

reftored to health
;

an Otho, a

fcarce piece, and I believe an uni-

que, proved the moft obftinate

and trouhlefome, as well as the

moft valuable of his inmates.

So keen was our adventurer

in purfuit of knowledge, or fo

earned were his patrons in em-

ploying him, that after a (hort

interval, he vi filed the remoteft

parts of Egypt and Perfia.

Without experiencing the pe-

rils of his former voyage, he con-

fiderably augmented the royal

cabinet, added to his own intel-

lectual ftores, and imparted the

fruit



VAILLANT. 315

fruit of his labors to the public,

in a Medallic H iftory ofthe Syrian

Kings; a work replete with.found

erudition, and (what is rare on

fubjefts of antiquity) with new

information.

Scantily furnifhed with mate-

rials, and obliged cautioufly to

pick his road through intricacy

and obfcurity, but occafionally

afiiftcd by Jofephus, and the

book of Maccabees, he has filled

a chafm in a perplexed dy:-dfty

of kings who reigned from the

death of Alexander, till Syria,

finally fubjugated by Pompey,
became a Roman province.

On the unerring evidence of

infcriptions and medals, he has

produced the names, and accu-

rately fixed the duration of the

reigns of feveral kings, concern-

ing whom hiftory is wholly filent.

It is not my intention, in the

prefent article, to mention every
work for which the republic of

letters is obliged to Vaillant ; his

]ife appears to have been wholly

occupied by fcientific travels, and

literary refearch.

He was alfo as much valued

for the qualities of his heart, as

his antiquarian knowledge, and

became the perfonal favorite of

Cofmo the third, Great Duke of

Tufcany, who annually fupplicd

him with the beft wine his do-

jninioris could afford.

renerally refpected, and fo

fortunate as to pafs through life

without experiencing thai; envy
and oppofition, which eminence,

particularly literary eminence, fo

often excites, he died at the age of

feventy-five; and I conclude this

hafty outline with a little trait in

his domeftic hiftory, not gene-

rally known.

When a young man, he lud

been introduced, in his. medical

capacity, to a reipeclable family,

of which two amiable daughters
formed a part.

The beauty and good qualities

of the youna;eft, made an impref-

fion on the phyfician, who flat-

tered hiiwfelf that his attentions

were not difagreeable.

But the delirium, the delicious

delirium of a firft paffion, was in-

terrupted by Vaillant 's perceiv-

ing that he had undefignedly at-

tracted the regards of the elder

lifter; who, imprudently yielding

to an impulle, which fo few of

us are able to refift, ferioufly

alarmed her parents, but particu-

larly the lovers, when they found

there was no alternative for

the unhappy woman, but hope-
lefs death, or Vaillant's facri (ic-

ing his inclinations to benevo-

lence and pity.

With a laudable felf- denial,

which few men in Inch a fitua-

tion would imitate, he led to the

altar the fifter of his firft love,

who, nobly fuppreffing the ftrug-

gle*
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gles of contending paffion, re-

peatedly affured him, (he fliould

confidcr his faving her fitter's life,

as the moft convincing proof of

his attachment to her.

lie furvivt-d the object of his

duty, rather than choice, whom
he treated with tcndernefs and

attention, hut again a fingle

man, found it impofiible to pre-

vent the recurring tide of his

earlicft hopes, which, though

yielding to the honorable impulle

of pity, had never fubfided.

He ftili fa\v, and ftill loved the

fitter of his deceaied wife; this

lady alfo felt the pure ft, and moft

ardent affection for a worthy

man, who in obedience to her

earneft, oft repeated, but heart-

breaking entreaties, had yielded

the firft wifli of his heart.

Such circumftances, not often

"paralleled in reallife, promifed to

render two excellent perfons

miferable for life ;
facrifices to

canonical regulation, the inno-

cent victims of levcre deftiny.

Their fituation powerfully a-

wakened the iympathy and feel-

ings of all who knew them ; the

affair was fubmitted to the good
fenfe of Julius Rofpigliofi, who,

at that time prciided in the chair

of St. Peter, under the title of

Clement the ninth. The rigor

of the ecclefiaftic was conquered

by the feelings of the man
;
a ilif-

penfation was granted by the

pontiff, and the authority of the

church fanctioned a union,

prompted by nature, and hallow-

ed by mutual inclination.

a minifter of the

gol'pel in the latter part of

the fi ixteenth century, and in the

opinion or the declarations of his

enemies (for opinion and pro-
fefilon ibmetiines are at variance)

a reputed atheift, for which he

wa? BURNT ALIVE.

Yet, after a revolution of two

hundred years, a cool and unpre-

judiced enquirer, will hear with

horror and furprize, that a man
fo unmercifully facrificed on the

bloody altar of irritated fuperfti-

tion, was a poor Neapolitan

prieft ;
a preacher, and a fierce

difputant on the entities, the

quiddities, and the univerfalities

of the fchools, againft whom a

charge of nonfenfe, rather than

infidelity, might have been

brought with considerable pro-

priety.

We may form an opinion of

the innocence, the depth, or the

unintelligible nature ofJome of

his diiquifitions, from the follow-

ing fentenee, which was the

fubject of many an elaborate dif-

cuflion, and occupied a number

of his pages : for he was an

itinerant divine, who computed,

travelled, and held public difpu-

tations, fora lubfiiknce.

The
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The extract of which I fpeak,

were it in my power, I would

willingly tranflate :
u UTRUM

CHIMERA BOMBINANS IN VA-

CUO POSSET CO.MEDERE SECUN-

DAS INTENTIONES."

Yet when he dropped fcholaf-

tic jargon, and ventured on the

terra firma of realbn and com-

mon fenfe, he could be clear,

explicit,
and philofophic,

as ap-

pears from the following deicrip-

tion of the Almighty Creator of

the univerfe, in which the atliei/l

Vanini is pious, rational, and al-

moft fublime ;
it is not eafy to

quote the paffage,
without indig-

nation again (I the wretches who

fo cruelly deltroycd him.

GOD EXISTED FROM ALL ETER-

NITY, HE CREATED ALL THINGS,

AND GOVERNS ALL THINGS;

OMNIPOTENT, IMMUTABLE, AND

INFINITE, TO WILL, WITH HIM

IS TO DO.

To prevent any fufpicion of

this being only a time-feiv'mg

compliance, in order to make

his peace with the church, it

may be neceffary to obierve, that

the paflage I produce, was writ-

ten feveral years before he was

accufed of irregular opinions,

and at a time, when it was im-

poflible to fufpecl him of hete-

.rodoxy.

The work from which it is

taken, was publifhed with the

privilege and approbation of the

univerfity of Paris, and the fol-

lowing eulogy, written by a doc-

tor of the Sorbonne, prefixed.

Vaninus, vir, mcnte potens fo-

phiceque magifter

Maximus, Italise decus, et nova

gloria gentis.

He indulged and openly avow-

ed the vifionary theory of Plato,

' that there was a regular chain

of created beings, from the great-

eft to the leaft/ from Jehovah to

a mite, forming an unbroken link

between the Creator and his

creatures ; an idea perhaps more

beautiful than true, but as far

from atheifm, as exifteiice is from

nonentity.

Vanini appears to have been

a man of ftrong fenfibility, and

in the warmth of difpute, often

loft his temper ;
on thefe occa-

fions, overleaping the bounds of

moderation and propriety, he

lapfed into culpable grofsnefs

and rude perfonal invective.

In one of thefe unfortunate dif-

graceful paroxyfms of paffion,

to which the beft and wifeft of

us are fometimes liable, he

quarrelled with Franconi, a fu-

rious bigot, with more zeal than

good fenfe, but, as in fuch per-
fons is frequently the cafe, with

a coniiderable (hare of low cun-

ning.
His arguments were ridiculed

by
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by Vanini, not only as weak,
Init as contradictory to the very

pofuions he wi(hed to citablifh.

Unable to cope with his ad-

verfary on the fair ground of

truth and rational deduction, the

cowardly Franconi, determined

to be revenged in an unjuftifi-

able, but more cruel and effec-

tual way.

Recollecting that his opponent
had created many enemies, by
the freedom of his difcourfes,

and taking advan^^e of certain

unguarded expreflions, he cited

him before an inquifitorial tri-

bunal, on a charge of atheifm.

Vanini appeared, and being
aflced by the judges, his opinion

concerning the exiftence of a

God, anfwered,
" that he be-

lieved and adored as the church

did, a God in three perfons.
" The very ftraw on which I

have been treading/' faid the

prieft, or rather the philofopher,

taking one from the ground,
" the very ftraw on which I

have been treading, is a proof if

any proof were wanting, that

there is one great, fuperintending

Almighty Creator of the uni-

verfe."

He then proceeded to expa-

tiate on vegetation, the laws of

gravity and motion, and the in-

difpenfable necem'ty of ONE SU-

PREME GREAT FIRST CAUSE,

WITHOUT WHICH, NEITHER MO-

TION NOR VEGETATION COULD
TAKE PLACE.

Religious perfecution in this, a9

in other in (lances, was converted

into an engine for gratifying

private malice
;

on any other

principle,it is difficult to conceive

how a man prtfefliug fuch te-

nets, (for the Almighty only
can read the human heart) it is

difficult to fay how a man, avow-

ing fuch fentiments, could be

confidered as an atheift. Yet

this was his fate, and he expired
in the devouring flames

j
his un-

relenting and exafperated perfe-
cutors infiftins, that the declara-

tions he made before the judges,
were to be imputed to fear, and

not to conviction.

They alfo alledged againfthim,
the criminal indecorum of keep-

ing a miftrcTs, and what in their

eyes was a mil more heinous*

tranfgreffion, the practice of

witchcraft : in proof of the latter

charge, a large toad was pro-

duced, which, Vanini, having a

turn for experiments in natural

hiftorV, and being a dabbler in

phyfic, kept alive in his room

feveral years. His judges denoun-

ced the poor toad as a daemon he

worshipped, and fentenced it to

be committed with him to the

flames.

Much flrefs hath been laid on

the manner in which Vanini

died j by one party he hath been
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defcribed as expiring with ex-

emplary firmnels, and in the

calm dignity of injured inno-

cence
; by others he is faicl to

have acknowledged the juftice of

his fentence, and to have perHh-
ed in the agonies of contrition,

uttering dreadful {hrieks, and

piteous groans.
I confider the point in quef-

tion, as wholly unconnected

with, and independent of the

truth or falfehood of the caufe in

which he fuffer'ed : it feems to

me a bufmefs entirely depend-

ing on conftitution, and ftrong

nerves ; I can eafily conceive, a

Newton or a Lock, enduring

pains, tortures and burnings,

with a fecondary degree of for-

titude, in cafes where they

would be eminently excelled in

this fpecies of decifive argument,

by a coal-heaver, or the fire-cat-

ing aflbciate of an exhibiting

Conjuror.

The theory I wiih to eftablifli,

with refpeft to confidering death

as a teft of truth, is (Irongly ex-

emplified, and remarkably eluci-

dated by three articles in this

collection, ENGELBERGER, EFI-

CHARIS, and FELTON.

^TASSENT, CATHERINE,
the daughter of a French

peafant, who, at the age of feven-

teen, and, in the humble capacity
of a menial, exhibited a Spon-

taneous, benevolent intrepidi-

ty, which entitles her to a place

in this collection.

A common fewer of confider -

able depth having been opened
at Noyon, for the purpofe of re-

pair, four men pafling by, late in

the evening, unfortunately fell

in, no precautions having been

taken to prevent fo probable an

accident.

It was midnight, before theirO *

fituation was known, and in

addition to the difficulty of pro-

curing affiflance at that unlea-

fonable hour, every perfon who
came was intimidated, from at-

tempting to refcue the fuffocated

men, for fear of a fimilar fate.

Fearlefs ofdanger, and irrefift-

ably impelled by the cries of

their wives and children, Cathe*

rine Vaffent, a fervant of the

town, infilled on being lowered

without delay into the noxious

opening ; and, fattening a cordv

with which (he had furnillied

herfelf previous to her defcent,

round two of their bodies, afiift-

ed by thofe above, (lie reftc-d

them to life and their families ;

but, in defcending a fecond time,

her breath began to fail, and, after

effectually fecuring a cord to the

body of a third man, (lie had luf-

ficient prefence of mind though
in a fainting condition, to fix

the rope firmly to her own hair,

which hung in long and luxu-

riant
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riant curls round a full and well-

formed neck.

Her neighbours, though they
felt no inclination to imitate her

heroifm, willingly contributed

fuch affiftauce as they could

iafely afford j
in pulling up what

they thought the third man's

body, they faw with furprize and

concern the lifeleis body of Ca-

therine, fulpended by her hair,

and fwinging on the lame cord.

Frew air, with proper remedies,

foon reflored this excellent girl ;

and I know not whether moft

to admire her generous fortitude

in a third time exploring the

peftilential cavern, which had

almoft proved fatal to her, or to

execrate the timidity of the bye-

Itanders, for not (baring in the

glorious danger.
In confequenee of the delay

produced by her indilpofition,

the fourth man was drawn up
an irrecoverable corpfe.

Her conduct did not pafs un-

noticed ; a procefiion of the cor-

poration, and a folemn Te Deum
took place on the oceafion ;

Catherine received the public

thanks of the Duke of Orleans,

the bimop of Noyon, and the

town magiftrates ;
an emblema-

tic medal, with considerable pe-

cuniary retribution, and a civic

crown were alfo bellowed upon

her ;
to the-fe were added, the

congratulations
of her own heart,

that bed reward to a benevolent

mind.

Perhaps I may be blamed for

declaring, that I ftiould have

concluded my little narrative

with more pleafure, if the work-

men, and furveyors, whofe neg-
lect occafioned this accident, hud

been thrown into the fewer.

A baker is occafionally put
into a hot oven, when tire perni-

cious adulteration of bread irri-

tates the Emperor of the Muf-

fulmen ;
the Jujpenfton of a few

agents and contractors, it isfup-

pofed, would have a falutary in-

fluence in our army and navy ;

and half a dozen waywardens,

furveyors, and poft boys, care-

lefs and intoxicated, annually

breaking their necks, would pro-

bably prevent many fatal acci-

dents, and untimely deaths, to

ufeful members of fociety.

VENTRILOQUISM, the #>
of modifying the voice in

fuch a manner, as to make it ap-

pear, literally fpeaking, to pro-

ceed from the ftomach ;
but this

art, which I apprehend can only

be attained by perfons pofleffing

a peculiar organization in the

mulcles of fpeech and degluti-

tion, applied in a general Icnfe,

qualifies the praiStifers of it, to

make their words leem to pro-

ceed fft^ii any diftance, or in

any dilution they may chuic.

Various
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Various authors have written

on this curious fubje&, Eufta-

thius, Biftiop of Antioch in the

fourth, his tranflator, Leo Alla-

tius at the beginning of the

feventeenth, and Brodeau, a

learned critic of the fixteenth

century ; it is alfo mentioned by
our countryman Dickenfon in

his Delphi Phosnicizantes, Ox-

ford , 1653 ;
but no writer hath

entered ort it in fo full, andj but

for his eternal digreffions, fo en-

tertaining a manner, as the in-

genious De La Chapelle, in a

work, published at Paris nearly

thirty years ago.

By thefe writers, the fingular

narrative of the interview ofSaul,

King of Ifrael, with the Witch
of Endofy has, in their opinions

been fatisfadlorily explained ;

they confider the fpeech ad-

dreffed to the unfortunate mo-

narch, as actually proceeding
from the mouth of the reputed

forcerefs. .

To corroborate this opi-

nion, they obferve, that in

the whole of this transaction,

the king appears to have been

overwhelmed by guilt and almoft

fenfelefs with defpair, with-

out fortitude of body or of

mind ;
" he had eaten no bread

all the clay, nor all the night,
and there was no ftrength in

him," he thus became the eafy
VOL. III.

dupe of an artful woman, who

reaped every advantage of time,

place, and a difturbed imagina-
tion. As Saul, proftrate on the

ground, and in the agonies of a

wounded mind, trufted wholly to

the account of the familiar

fpirit, and to his ear
;
for it does

not appear that he himfelf actu-

allyJaw all that is related in the

twenty-eighth chapter of the

firft book of Samuel j the mo-
ment " he perceived that it

was Samuel, he ftooped with

hisface to the ground.'
1

The reputation acquired and

the influence eftablifhed by the

antient oracles, have alfo been

fuppofed to be derived from the

fame fource j as the prieft, poffef-

fing this valuable acquirement^

might himfelf deliver forth the

refponfes, without incurring any
rifk of difcovery, from an un-

faithful accomplice, a fubter-

raneous communication, or the

aid of a hollow tree.

Of this wonderful talent,

which, like the Ars Divinitoria,

the fubject of another page in

thefe volumes, fcems to depend
on fome peculiarity of ftructure

in the animal machine, an in-

ftance occurs in this collection,

in which Vcntriloquifm was ap-

plied to forward the purpofes of

a rejected lover. See BRABANT,
LEWIS.

Y VER-
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VERSAILLES,
a

palace, built at an enormous

cxpcnce by Lewis the fourteenth,

Kins; of France, who when itO *

\vas finifhed, and what fome pa-
lace-builders forget, paid for,
burnt every paper that could fur-

nidi an eftimate of the expen-
diture.

The king was one of thofe

common characters we meet

with at the corner of every ftreet;

his feeling and good fenfe made
him afhamed of a bad aclion,

but did not prevent his commit-

ing it; for furely to build a

palace which coft more than

a million of money, at the ex-

pence of his fubjects, and when

he already had more houfes

than he could make ule of, can-

not be defended.

Verfailles, from an obfcure

village, became a large town,

and, although the feat of a

court, the inhabitants of it du-

ring the late revolutionary mania,

were remarked as the moft furi-

ous and fanguinary enemies of

the king.
This has been accounted for

in the following manner by the

democratic writers
; becaufe they

were near the feat of 'the difeate,

and daily eye-witnefies of the de-

graded ftate to which ariftocracy
had reduced itfelf , its moft vio-

lent enemies being often found

among the reptiles who feed on

its corruptions.

I recollect the words, but not

the name of fome writer in the

reign of King Charles the firft,

who makes the unhappy mo-
narch exclaim as follows :

The fierccft furies that do daily

tread

Upon my griefs are thofe,

Who from my bounty gain'd
their daily bread.

^ERTHAMON DE CHA-
VAGNAC, a French ec-

clefiaftic, Biftiop of Montauban,

during the reign of Lewis the

fourteenth, an intrepid catholic,

and as far as his authority could

be exerted, a "zealous perfecutor
of the proteftants, agairift whom
he produced an argument, which

in a triumphant moment, he

called decifive.

" A certain nation," fays the

bifhop,
(C our enemies by here-

ditary antipathy, afford a ftriking

example of the Almighty's man-
ner of dealing with a people that

caft off the yoke of the true faith.

" Once feparated from the

fupreme pontiff,the ftate was tof-

fed about in an ocean of troubles

and calamities ; the various fels

collected together and formed a

chaos ;
the fpirit of faction and

party got the upper hand ; no-

thing
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thing remained fixed, divine or

human
;

and amidft (he thick

darknefs which arofe on every

fide, all things feemed to he-

come uncertain or indiffer-

ent, except the facrilegions dog-
ma of fupremacy in fpirituals,

attributed to the fecular power.
(( The enemies of epifcopacy

having prevailed, true religion

was utterly annihilated, and the

regal dignity ignominibufly de-

ftroyed ;
then it was, that for the

firtt time, the world law revolt-

ed fubje&s forcibly feizing and

dragging to prifon, a king, whofe

only crime was his having borne

too patiently their firil at of

feclition : a parliament making
off all fuperior authority; with

one hand ftriking at biihops, and

lifting the other again ft the head

of their fovere'ign 5 indecently

aecufmg, impudently flandering,

and unjuftly condemning him
5

they at la(l led their monarch

to the fcarTokl, like beafts of

pfcy.

'

The peopld, in the mean time,

aftonimed and giddy at this exe-

crable parricide, continued to

driuk large draughts of the ine-

briating principles of fanaticifm

and independence, running like

madmen after a phantom of li-

berty, whilft like Haves they

paid to a tyrant that obedience

Which they refuted to their law-

ful king. What a feries of

crimes ! hire a king murdered in

his led
; there, another tumbled

from his throne, and all the

royal family baniflied."

I will not deny 16 this ani-

mated writer the praife of reli-

gious zeal and impreffive elo-

quence indeed I have often com-

pared the late Mr. Burke to him ;

a comparifon, confidered as a

compliment by the friends of that

highly endowed writer, who ap-

pears to have inherited the bi-

llsop's mantle, and actually made
ufe of many of his phrafes : they
alfo ftrongly refembled each

other in unaccommodating; arif-Q

tocracy, ftrong paffions, and ex-

aggerating mifivprcfentation.

Chavagnac's defcription of the

ftate oFEngtand previous to and

during the ufurpation, is corre6t

in many facls, although a king
defeated, imurifoned, tried, con-

demned, and put to death after

a long and bloody civil war,
cannot properly be faicl to have

leen murdered in his led, with-

out one of Mr. Burke's poetical
licences.

But the ingenious bifhop's at-

tributing the evils he dcfcribes,

to the EnprlHh nai ion's for/'aking
the true religion, and

abolifhing

epifcopacy, is one of thofe mif-

takes into which the moft-.fenfi-

blemen are often hurried by fore

Y 2
feelings,
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feelings, and warm imaginations.

Every one acquainted with the

hiftory of that period, could have

told him that the Independents,
who after the defeat of King
Charles the firft, ruftied in and

trampled down the monarchy and

conftitution, had little to do with

the firft caufes of diflenfion be-

tween the king and parliament ;

caufes, at firft, purely political,

and evidentlyfounded on the mif-

taken and overweaning opinion
of the royal prerogative on the

part of the king, and the exafper-

ated paflions of the parliamen-

tary leaders.

I have occafionally wiflied in

different parts of this collection,

for the power of working a mi-

racle ; I hope and truft I mould

not ahufe the important gift.

Were I really poffeffed of it, I

would re-call to life the remains

of the biftiop of Montauban,
from their long repofe on the

banks of theGaronne, for the pur-

pofe of fhewing him his country ;

that country which he ufed to

defcribe with fo much compla-

cency, as the feat ofuncontami-

nated orthodoxy, and pure catho-

lic Chriftianity.

The miftaken, but fenfible ec-

clenaftic, would fee with forrow

and indignation, that the enor-

mities under which he fo pathe-

tically defcribes the Englifli as

labouring, were pra&ifed with

circumftances ftill more (hock-

ing, although France externally

and apparently, was ftill attach-

ed to the true religion ;
he would

confefs with a figh, that caufes

very different from thofe he

enumerates, had precipitated a

powerful and well-meaning mo-

narch from his throne, deftroyed

a wealthy, and powerful religious

eftablithment, and deluged a

country with blood at a moment,
when the Catholic Faith reigned

triumphant, and when a confi-

derable number of its inhabitants

were fincerely and ardently at-

tached to its religious inftituti-

ons, as they have amply and

fignally proved by facing death,

imprifbnment and exile, rather

than violate integrity of princi-

ple, and facrifice the indepen-

dency of private opinion.

The following apoftrophe, ad-

clreffed to Mr. Burke, by the late

Dr. Tucker, Dean of Gloucefter,

is equally applicable to the Bi-

ftiop of Montauban, and the

member for Briftol.

" I find it rather difficult to

ftate your meaning with accuracy

and precifion ;
not that you are

unable to exprefs your own

thoughts with the utmoft clear-

nefs and energy ; but you are

unwilling. You excel in the

art of ambiguous expreflion,

that is, you give one fenfe to

your readers, and referve another

for
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for yourfe^f, in cafe of being
called upon to defend what you
have faid.

" Sometimes you exprefs more
than you mean, and at other

times lefs
; but at all times

you have one general end in

view, which is this ; to amuje
with, tropes and jigures, and

greatfwelling words, your au-

dience or your readers, taking
at the fame time good care, not

to let them fee your drift and

intention, till you have drawn

your net around them."

T7ERUE, JOHANNA BAP.
V T1STA, daughter of the

Duke de Luynes, and a much
loved wife of the Count de Ve-

rue; a woman of extraordinary

beauty, intellect and accom-

pliflvment, but an unfaithful

wife
; to this defect in duty, her

hufband undefignedly contri-

buted.

Not content with poffieffing

inch excellence, joined to a love

of retirement and domeftic life;

the thoughtlefs and imprudent

count, was perpetually fpeaking
of her charms to his royal mafter,

Victor Amadcus, King of Sardi-

nia and Duke of Savoy, the fub-

ject of an article in this volume
;

a fovereign, who with many
good qualities, was alternately a

prey to female art, capricious in-

fatuation, and unavailing repen-
tance.

Hearing fo much of the Coun-

tefs de Veriie, and her hufband

frequently boafting how much
(he excelled all the ladies he faw,

the king aflced why he did not

bring her to Turin. As if im-O

patient of the happinefs he en-

joyed, and in an unlucky mo-

ment, he introduced her at

court, (he became a favorite with

the queen, who little fufpe&ed
that (he was encouraging a

rival in the affections of her huf-

band.

Amadeus foon became paf-

fionately fond of her ; princes

and kings it has been faid make

rapid ftrides in love
;
the coun-

tefs fafcinatedby royal attentions,

irritated by fome real or imagi-

nary neglect on the part of her

hufband, forgot her duty, and

forfeited her reputation.

A feparate eftablifhment,

guards, and other accompani-
ments of royalty, foon proclaim-

ed to the indignant public, her

fplendid infamy.

The injured queen, was for a

long time unacquainted witli

their amours, till with a defign.

of (hewing the height of his re-

gard for the fair favorite, and in

that peculiar fatality, which of-

ten accompanies guilt, Victor

actually invited his royal con-

fort to a public entertainment,

given in honor of the birth of a

child he had by the countefs.

It
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It was not till the company
fat down to table, that the eyes

of the unhappy wife were open to

the cruel and unfeeling conduct

of her hufband. The guilty

countefs was adorned with fome

of the mofl valuable of the je-

wels, which had been prefentcd

to the queen on her marriage ;

naturally provoked at fuch inde-

corous and unfeeling treatment ;

after reproaching them for thus

adding infult to injury, the

queen immediately quitted the

room.

For the honor of the count,

it ought to be recorded, that the

moment he perceived the con-

fequences of his folly approach-

ing, he could not reconcile it to

himfelf, to remain a filent and

contented fpectator of domefiic

dimonor ;
he repented a thoufancj

times, as we all do, of our indif-

cretions, when it is too late.

Having demanded an audience

of the king, which as guilt is al-

ways a coward, was denied
; in.

a ihort interview with his infa-

tuated wife, he pointed out the

ingratitude
and bafenefs of her

conduct; fpoke of the frail

texture of; royal, attachments, and

unlawful love; profeffed himfelf

ready to forgive what had paired,

e would directly fcparate

from her fednccr, and with her

hulband, that hufband whom

fhe once profefl^d to love, quit

Turin for ever.

Their converfation was inter-

rupted- by a mefiage from the

king, who probably dreaded the

refultof fo trying a druggie; but

the lady fhewing no fyniptom of

returning duty, the count left

her in agonies ; and after indig-

nantly rejecting a penfion of two

hundred thoufand livres, fettled

on him by the king, whom had

I been the injured hulband, I

would inftantly have put to

death ; the count quitted Turin,

arid repaired to Paris.

In the blandifhments of unhal-

lowed pleafure, and forgetful of

her nuptial vows, three years

patted quickly away. At length,

perceiving a diminution of royal

favor, ftimulated by compunc-
tion, and a return of fupprcffed

affection for her abfent huuban-i,

and probably difgufted, as every

ftnfible and delicate woman muft

be, at her degraded condition,

which excepting the thin veil of

fplendor, differed in nooneefien-

tial, from the odious and obfcene

fituation of a proftitute, with the

additional character of a foul

and ungrateful adullrefe ; the

countefs determined to leave the

king-

Taking advantage of his ab-

fence, on a journey lo Cham-

bery, and affificd by her brother,
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who refided at Paris, with whom
flie had correfponded on the fub-

ject, relays of poft-horfes were

provided at fhort diftances ; (lie

departed from Turin, and was

half-way to Paris beforeAmadeus
was apprized of her departure.

The queen's jewels, with a

letter for the king, were found

on her toilette ; me apologized
for her conduct, imputing it

to the anguifh of repentance
for her finful life ; me exprefled

the warmeft fenfe of his kindnefs

and attentions, and concluded

with earneftly entreating his ma-

jefty to be reconciled to the

queen, as it would add confider-

ably to her peace of mind to

hear that, (lie was no longer the

occafion of feparating him from

fo good and worthy a woman.

Victor, chagrined at her ab-

rupt departure, and apparent
want of tendernefs, bitterly curf-

ed the whole fex, in a tranfport
of rage, but impelled rather by

neceffity than inclination, reluc-

tantly followed her advice.

The countefs, unhappy, al-

though confiderably enriched,
and flill feejing the impreffions
of her firft love, that love, which

however faithlefs or unworthy
the object of it, or \\e ourfelves

may prove, we never recollect

without regret ; .the countefs, in

the hope of being able to com -

penfate for her failure, by future

good conduct, and probably w idl-

ing to emerge from the infamy
of her condition, planned a re-

conciliation with herhufband.

This purpofe me wiihed to

accompliih without fubjecting
herielf to the mortification of a

notorious refufal
; an opportu-

nity foon offered of putting her

fcheme into execution, and in

her own way.
A public entertainment, with

a grand mafqucrade, being an-

nounced to be given by a prince
of the blood

;
a few louis d'ors

to his valet, enabled the lady to

find out, that the Count de Ve-
riie was to be prefent, and the

drefs he was to wear.

While the unfaithful wife was

making thefe enquiries, (he could

not help detaining the fervant, an

old and faithful domeftic of the

family, to afk him a few queftions

concerning his mailer ; the life

he led, and the company he

kept.

The feelings of the countefs

may be gueflcd at, when the va-

let informed her, that his mafter

had neither enjoyed health nor

fpirits fince he left Turin ; that

his fifter, alarmed at the ftate of

her brother's health, had infiftecl

on his confultins; a phyfician,
who defcribed the difeafe as an

affection of the mind, entirely

out
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out of the reach of medicine, and

recommended company and dif-

fipation.

On this principle, the unhappy
man had been prevailed on to

promile his filter that he would

accompany her to the mafque-
rade. The valet added, that the

count faw little company, but

fpeut the greateft part of his time

alone in his room
;
that his chief

attention feemed occupied by a

picture, on which he fixed his

melancholy eyes for hours toge-

ther. " A picture," replied the

countefs, with augmented emo-

tion,
" a picture, and ofwhom?"

" Of yourfelf, ma'm," faid the

valet, in an emphatic expreflive

manner, and immediately quitted

the apartment. The adultrefs,

as if a dagger had pierced her

vitals, inftantly funk on the floor,

in the agonies of bitter repent-

ance.

Whilft me had been pafling

her unhallowed hours in cham-

bering and wantonnefs, her de-

lerted hufband, the object of her

earlieftlove, and for whom, even

in the moments of infidelity, fhe

was not able wholly to fupprefs

her affection, her deferted huf-

band had been folitary, difcon-

folate, comfortlefs, and unhappy;

ftill doatinff on the unfaithful

blafter of all his joys.

Such reflections llimulated the

natefs to purfue her purpofe

with augmented eagernefs ;
(he

prepared for the mafquerade, and

refolved to appear in the afTumed

character of Diana.

The day which was to decide

her fate at length arrived
;
and as

midnight approached, being con-

veyed to the feftive fpot, fhe was

literally what fhe appeared to be,

the goddefs of the night. Her

fplendid and expenfivc drtfs,orna-

mented with jewels, which were

not within the reach of common

finances, ant| her fuperior air and

deportment, attracting general
attention.

It was fome time before the

count appeared ; when at laft he

entered the room, fupported by
his fitter, his debilitated appear-

ance, and flow pace, foon caught
her eye, HE WAS THE GHOST OF

DEPARTED JOY.

Having feated himfelf near

where fhe fat, the countefs foon

contrived to enter into converfa-

tion with him, in that kind of

audible whifper, which, on fuch

occafions, is the general vehicle

of folly or of crime. From the

ftate of her feelings., fhe was

unable to exhibit external gaiety,

while difcontent fat heavy on her

heart.

Affecting, or actually experi-

encing indifpofition, and hinting

a with to retire, (lie mentioned,

with reoret, that her carriage was
^j * _

fent home, with orders not to

return
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return till a late hour. The

count, feeling interefled in the

fate of the fair ftranger, offered

to attend her home in his own

coach, which he had ordered to

wait, defigning to make a fhort

ftay; with apparent reluctance,

but inward fatisfaclion, ftie ac--

cepted his offer ; and they were

driven to a houfe, in magnifi-

cence, nearly approaching to a

palace, in the Fauxbourg St.

Germaine.

The count, though ill able,

infifted on handing the lady from

his coach
;
as fhe defcended, the

mafic, by accident or defign,

dropped from her face, and dif-

covered that countenance he had

fo often looked on with tender-

nefs and rapture, drowned in

tears.

He paufed for a moment, dif-

tra&ed by love, which was (till

ardent, and refentments propor-

tionately keen ; the latter predo-

minated, and, in the anguifh of

a hulband, irreparably injured,

he turned from the woman he

once adored, without uttering a

word.

The miferable countefs, finkin<rO
under the horrors of her fituation,

was conveyed by the attendants

to her apartment ; and cle Vcru'e,

notwithstanding the {fate of his

health, foon after joined a regi-

ment on actual femce, and met

with that death, he had long and

ardently defired.

This is another of the numer
rous instances daily occurring,
in which a little prudence, and

a little eomon fonle, would have

prevented irretrievable calami-

ty.

The Count de Veriie ha:! too

high an opinion of his wife's

chaftity, and thought Hie would,
like gold, be more pure for pafl-

ing through the fire ; I repeat oa
this occafion, what I have fo

often faid ; poor human nature

is not made of materials for f'uch

trials
; LEAD us NOT INTO TEMP-

TATION, is a fafe axiom, laid

down by one who well knew,
becaufe he made us what we
are.

VICIOUS EXTRAVA-
GANCE.

Of this tendency, which I

have been told, is the bur-

then ofmy Jong, the
diftrefling

effects have been frequently

pointed out in different parts of

this collection; but I would willi,

in my endeavours to inculcate

the leflbns of a generous econo-

my, I mean that economy which
curtails its own enjoyments, to

enable it to provide for the

wants of others, I would wifli

to diftinguifh between that fa-

iliionable meannefs, that a&ual

poverty
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poverty produced by felfifl) gra-

tification, and two other appa-

rently iimilar, but very different

fyfti-ms of economy.
The firft may be defcribed as

an habitual love of money, a me-

chanical attraction of the lingers

and palm of the hand towards

guineas and hank -notes, accom-

panied with a reflection fo footh-

ing to human pride, that the

poifelfor excells nine in ten of

the perfons he meets in the num-
ber and value of thefe precious

rouleaus, and fafcinating pieces

of paper.

The other is a laudable fyftem
of felf-denial and moderation,
an ahftjnenee from fuperfluous

pleafure and indulgence, for the

purpofe of affording comfort and

relief, to misfortune and dif-

trtfs, but more particularly to a

ufeful clafs of individuals in the

piddle ranks offociety,who above

parochial relief, flruggling with

calamity, and concealing want by
decent effort, too often efcape

the rapid but benignant glance
of modern charily.

Flow delightful the tafk to

afiift, privately, and without the

pain of public acknowledgment,
fnch worthy characters, while

the ft LIrdy beggar, or the worth -

lei's, fhabby-gcnteel mendicant,

throwing themfelves on the

public
without c.xertion, (bould

whine and lament, unpitied, but

not unfcourged.
I have ventured to cenfure, on

two occafions the neglected dif-

cipline of our univerfities, in the

bufinefs of fuperfluous expendi-

ture, and I rejoice to hear that on

this point and in other refpects

they are considerably improved ;

in another article, I have given
to royal munificence and prince-

ly generofity its proper name ;

but my reader (hall be no longer

fatigued by repeated references ;

a page, a far more interefting

page, the book of human life is

open before his eyes.

In how many of the faces

he meets in this over-grown

metropolis, abforbed in bufi-

nefs or in pleafure, in how

many faces will he fee, eroding

care, and diftorting vexation, ill-

difguifed and lurking behind the

aflumed mafk of gaiety and un-

^concern? How few the coun-

tenances which exhibit an eafy

heart and the calm compofure of

innocent content ?

Such are the inconfiftencies,

and if they were not tragical in

their effects, the ridiculous in-

confifteneies into which we are

feduced by pride and affecta-

tion
;
on ill-founded hope and

chimerical expectations, on a

twenty thoufand pound prize, or

the death and legacy of a forty-

eighth
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eighth coufin, we erect a cob-

web fabric of doubtful poflibili-

ties, and indulge in habits which

render us at once poor and ridi-

culous.

At a fingle touch of the wand
of time, of truth, of accident or

common fenfe, the filkcri pavi-

Ijon vaniflies, the building dif-

appears ;
we ftart from the dif

graceful walking fleep in which
we prete7ided to be, and find

ouifelves undone.

But the evils entailed on vici-

ous extravagance fall more heav-

ily on the innocent than on the

gyilty ;
in the urgency of embar-

ra(ftnent, we lofe
fight of moral

rectitude, adding fraud and in-

humanity to crimes which have

already undone us
; whole fami-

lies, friends and affociates are

ruined by furety.fhip or by loans

procured in the unfuipecling
hour offocial merriment; hum-
ble induftry is taxed to feed the

cravings of pride, and enormous

charges made in every 1'pecies of

traffic we follow.

Children educated in habits,

which, even in profperous times,
-it is impoffible for them to con-

tinue, and, on the firft approach
of difafter, thrown on, fociety,

helplefs and unhappy, with all

the tendencies of luxurious indo-

lence, f'alfe refinement, and mor-
bid

fenfibility.

But nptwithftanding thefe and

a thoufand fuch fpectacles ho-

vering or howling around us,

crowding the hofpital and ejeft-

ed from the jail, we ftill perfid ia

the miferable fyftem of living a

little like other people ;
and are

heard at intervals complaining
of taxes, times, and tardy rents j

forgetting that ECONOMY is THE
PARENT OP EVERY VIRTUE, and

that we create the evils we la-

ment, or aggravate them by

folly and perverfenefs.

When we are at la ft borne

down by the preflure of,calarni-

ty, and irrecoverably finking into

the abyfs of defpair, it will af-

ford us little confolation to re-

flect, that we lived genteelly. \

that our wives and daughters

excelled their neighbours in.

the elegance and fplendor of

drefs ; that, of our fons, Tom
was a jolly dog, George a wit,

and Edward a line gentleman.

\fICTOR AMADEUS, King
of Sardinia, and Duke of

Savoy, a warrior and a (latef-

man, who after revifing the laws

and improving the revenues of

his country, refolved, in the

decline of life, to quit his

throne.

Having; fecured to himfelf aJ

houfehold and an income, which

he thought equal to all his

wants ; in a moment of de-

pondence, caprice, or vexatiou,

which
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which thofe who have worn a

crown are bed able to defcribe,

he figned an a6t of abdication,

and his fon, with the ufual cere-

monies, was declared his imme-
di te fucceflbr.

But Amadeus exhibited a me-

lancholy proof of the difficulty

in defcending from fupreme au-

thority to private life ; with all

his attainments, he had neglected
to qualify himfelf for that which

half the world fo ardently pant

after, but which a kind diftribu-

tion ofProvidence has fortunate-

ly put out of their reach, a ftate

of abfoluteleifure. Thofe hours

which had been agreeably and

ufefully occupied by important

enterprize, interefting difcuffion,

or fplendid enjoyment, dragged

heavily on in the ftillnefs of in-

active retreat.

Let profeflional and commer-
cial men, exhaufted by the con-

flicts of competition, and -in-

flamed by the ardor of getting

money,\vho wifh to retire to their

feats ; let them paufe before they

lign and feal, and confider the

cafe of the royal iufferer I re-

cord.

It may teach them a ufeful

leflbn,
" that the worft impor-

tunities, the moft embarraffing

perplexities of bufinefs, are foft-

ne.fs and luxury, compared with

the inceflant cravings of vacancy,

and the uniitisfat&o:y expedients

ofidlenefsj" occupation is the

only preventer of chagrin, and

employment the grand fpecific

for fuppreffing the anxieties ofan

a&ive mind, which for want of

falutary avocation, will too often

torment itfelf.

The fubjecl: of my prefent ar-

ticle, irritated by the rapid and

unfeeling transfer of kindnefs

and attention in thofe, who,
when he was king, had profefled

themfelves the humbleft and

moft faithful of his fubjecls ; and

ftimulated by the felicitations of

an ambitious miftrefs, who figh-

ed for the attendance of a court,

and the pomp of a drawing room,

demanded, in a fatal moment, to

be reftored to his crown and

fceptre.

From the peculiar fituation of

European politics, and, proba-

bly, from that love of power and

pre-eminence, which reigns tri-

umphant in the moft republican

breaft of us all, his requeft could

not be granted. The harfhnefs

of refufal was foftened by delay,

and by referring fo momentous
a point to the council.

The advifers of the young

king deliberated, but were not

likely to recommend a pro-

ceeding, which would have oc-

cafioned their own difmifiion
;

in confequence of the rcftlefo.

nefs of Amadeus, and the intri-

guing fpir it of his favorite, the
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young kuig wan under the necef-

Jltij of irnprifoning hisfatherfur

life!

Fatal neceflity ;
Miferable

parent ! and, in fpite of his ele-

vation, unhappy fon !

But, before we decide on the

conducl of one or the other, let

us not be too fure, after having

refigned fupreme power, in a mo-

ment of vifionary philofophy, or

impatient inquietude ;
let us not

be too fure, that finding it ne-

ceflfary to our happinefs, we

fhould not make a fimilar at-

tempt to recover it. Fathers

probably will think, that a fon

ought to have refufed to a pa-

rent nothing in his power to

beftow.

Thofe who may charge the

young prince with a want of af-

feclion, mould recollect the fond-

nefs for feeptres, natural at

his age ; they mould alfo confi-

der, that the wifh of Amadeus,
to recover that which he had

coolly and unrequefted, given up,

with all legal formality, was in

itfelf, according to the laws of

civilized fociety, treafon and in-

juftice j
that in cafe the young;

prince had prevailed on himfelf

to make the facrifice, and fur-

render that which he lawfully

noflefled, to an old man govern-
ed by a woman, it would, in all

probability, have been fatal to

himfelf, and highly injurious to

the peace and intereft of the peo-

ple he governed.
This was, in {hort, one of

thofe fituations, in which no

good man, or feeling fon, would

ever wifli to be placed ; and

the emotions excited in the

young man's breaft, muft have

equalled or furpaffed, in poig-

nancy, the pangs of wounded

fenfibility and mortified am-

bition, felt by his wretched

father.

Perhaps, after all, the haughty
favorite of the old man's heart,

was alone to blame. There is a

period of our lives, when if we

liften not to the voice of reafou

and religion, when corrupted by
vicious habits, we are too apt to

yield ourfelves to the impotent

imbecility, of our paflions, and

become the defpicable tools of

artful, unprincipled females.

Defperate is the condition of

that man, miferable are his

friends and relations, who, in his

declining life, exchanges con-

fiftency, honor, and juftice, for

the vapid dregs of impurity.
It would be no bad addition,

toour ftatutes, were they not al-

ready too voluminous, to fix a

period when tottering old age
(hould ceafe to have the power of

marrying, or difpofing of its pro-

perty, to the injury of a lawful

descendant.

Certain right honorable legacy

hunters
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hunters would probably be dif-

appointed in the illicit obje&s of

tlu:ir artful attentions; but mif-

cry, diftrefs, fhame, and morti-

fying ridicule, would be pre-

vented in many a family, depriv-
ed of a fupport to which it was

entitled by law and nature
; and

ruined by hoary decrepitude lift-

tning to the plaufible, bnt felfifh

fuggeftiona of fome fplendid jefui-

tic declaimer, or fafcinated by the

meretricious glances of a merce-

nary beauty, angling for an old

man's heart ; an old man inde-

coroufly ajfe&ing, in December,
the inconfiftent and exhaufting
frolics of May.

STEPHEN,
commonly called Lahire,

the valiant affociate of the brave

Dunois, who raifed the fiege of

Montargis, with a comparatively
fmall number of men, in the fif-

teenth century, when France, fo

often doomed to popular or regal

defpotifm, was alternately ravag-
ed and re- conquered by the

Englifh invaders, the amorous

Charles the feventh, and the mar-

tial Maid of Orleans.

A (hort article is affigned to

this gay and gallant'Frcnchm an,

for the purpofe of noticing a fin-

gular prayer, which, on the faith

of an old, but pleafant French

hiftorian, he is faid to have made

ufe of previous to his marching
to battle.

As Lahire approached the ene-

my, feeing; accidentally a regi-

mental chaplain, he demanded of

him abfolution. " You muft

firft confefs your fins," faid the

pried.
" T cannot fpare time

at prefent," replied the captain,
f( for we are this moment pre-

paring to fight, and as to fins, I

hope I have not demeaned my-
felf worfe than my neighbours.''

His requeft being granted, he

drew his fword, and raifing his

eyes to heaven, exclaimed, "Deal

with me, I befeech thee, O Lord,

this day, as I would with thee,

if I were God, and thou wert

Lahire." He then led on his

troops.

We are not fufficiently acquaint-

ed with the period in which he

lived, to determine whether the

lively, the chara&eriftic., but ir-

reverend idea of Vignoles, was

precifely his own ; but the

thought, natural in a man ambi-

tious of mowing gaiety and un-

concern in the hour of danger^

cannot be comprehended in the

fliort lift of thofe things which

have been faid but once. After

travelling through many a page
in various forms, afcribed to dif-

ferent perfons, but its origin ac-

knowledged by none; it has

been fcized by an Englifli 1m-

mourift,
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mou rift, and poet, I believe Mat-

thew Prior, who has put it into

the mouth ofMartin Elton Brod,
a Dutchman, yet a wit.

17ILLACERFE, MADAM, a

French lady, of noble fa-

mily, dignified character, and

unblemifhcd life, whofe death

was diftinguimed by a greatnefs
of mind, not ufual in her lex,

and when we confkler all its cir-

cuni (lances, unequalled by the

mod renowned heroes of anti-

quity.

The fhort hiftory of this ex-

cellent woman, is, I believe, ge-

nerally known, and will proba-

bly be recognized by many of

my readers, but. me is fo ftriking
an example of Chriftian forti-

tude, philofophic fufTering, ge-
nerous forbearance, and angelic

love, without the leaft alloy of

vanity, felfiftinefs., or fenfuality,

that the aflfefting narrative can-

not be dwelt on too long, nor

repeated too often.

An early, a mutual affecYion,

had taken place between the fub-

jeet of our prefent article, and

Fefteau, an eminent furgeon of

Paris; but from the infurmounta-

ble obftacles which in thofe days

(1700) fo ftri6tly guarded fupe-
rior rank, all further intercourfe

was prevented than animated

civilities, when opportunities of-

fered, and foft but fecret vvimes.

The lover would have perifli-

ed, rather than by a rafh proceed-

ing, degrade the object o/ his

affections in the eyes of her fa-

mily and the world ; and his

miftrefs, taught by love, the

omnipotent leveller of all diftinc-

tions, though me felt too power-

fully the merit of Fefteau, who,
in the fcale of unprejudiced rea-

fon, far outweighed a thoufand

pretenders to frivolous accom-

plifliment and fuperficial attain-

ment ; me nobly refolved

To quit the object of no common
choice,

In mild fubmiffion to ftern duty's

voice,

The rauch-lov'd man, with all

his claims refign,

And facrifice delight at duty's
ihrine.

Several years parTed in this

honorable conteft with the paf-

fions
;
in which duty and honor

triumphed over wild wiflies and

felfifh appetites. Madame Vil-

lacerfe, from an indifpofition

which confined her to her cham-

ber, but not to her bed, was, by
the prefcription of a phyfician,

ordered to be bled.

Fefteau, as furgeon to the fa-

mily, being fent for, his counte-

nance as he entered the room,

proved the ftate of his mind.

After gently touching her pulfe,

and
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and a few profefiional queftions,

in a low voice, he prepared for the

operation, by tucking up that

part of a loofe drefs which cover-

ed her arm ; an interefting bufi-

ncfs to a man who had long la-

bored with the moft ardent at-

tachment to his lovely patient,

whofe illnefs diffufed an irrefifti-

ble foftnefs over her features,

and lighted up the embers of an

affe&ion, fupprefled, but never

extinguished.

Preffing the vein, in order to

render it more prominent, he was

obferved to be feized with a fud-

den tremor, and to change his

colour : this circumftance was

mentioned to the lady, not with-

out a fear, that it might prevent

his bleeding her with his ufual

dexterity. On her obferving,

with a fmile, that (he confided

entirely in Fefteau's Ikill, and

was fure he had no inclination

to do her an injury, he appeared

to recover himfelf, and fmiling,

or forcing a fmile, proceeded to

his work, which was no fooner

performed, than he cried out,
f{

I AM THE MOST UNFORTU-

NATE MAN ALIVE, I HAVE
OPENED AN ARTERY INSTEAD

OF A VEIN."

It is not eafy to defcribe his

diftracYion, or her compofure; in

lefs than three days, the ftate of

her arm, in confequence of the

accident, rendered amputation

neceflary, when fo far from ufing
her unhappy furgeon with the

peevifh refentment of a little

mind, (he requefted of him not

to be abfent from any confulta-

tion on the treatment of her

cafe, and ordered her will to be

made.

After her arm was taken off,

fymptoms appearing, which con-^

vinced Fefteau and his affbciates,

that lefs than twenty-four hours

would terminate the exiftence of

one who was an ornament to her

fex; the voice, the looks, the

anguifh of her lover, as well as her

own feelings, convinced her of

the folemn truth.

This opinion, her earneft and

folemn entreaties, entreaties, on

a death bed, not to be dif-

regarded, obliged her friends to

confirm, and a few hours be-

fore that awful moment, which

none can elcape, and which bold

bad men only affetl to defpife,

after defiring the attendants to

leave the chamber, Madam Vil-

lacerfe addrelTed her difconfolate

furgeon in the following words :

" You give me inexpretfible

concern for the forrow in which

I fee you overwhelmed, nolwith-

ftanding your kind efforts to con-

ceal it. I am removing to all

intents and purpofes, I am re-

moved from human life and all

that relates to it, it is therefore

highly incumbent on me to be-

gin
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gin to think and aft like one

wholly unconcerned in it.

I feel not the leaft refentment

or difpleafure on the prefent oc-

cafion. I do not confider you as

one by whofe error I have loft

my life
;

I regard you rather as

a benefactor, who have haftened

my entrance into a bleffed im-

mortality.
" But the world may look on

the accident, which, on your ac-

count alone, I can call unfortu-

nate, and mention it to your dif-

advantage, I have therefore pro-

vided, in my will, againft every

thing you may have to dread

from the ill-will, the prejudices,

or the felfifh mifreprefentations

of mankind "

This pattern for Chriftians^

this example for heroes, foon af-

ter expired. A judicial fentence,

devoting his fortune to confifca-

tion, and his body to exquifite

tortures, could not have produc-
ed keener fenfations of mifery
and horror, than Fefteau felt du-

ring her addrefs, which was an

emanation of celeftial benignity,
an anticipating revelation, a di-

vine ray from the fpirit of that

God who infpired and loved her,

and in whofe prefence (he was

fhortly to triumph and adore.

But when he conterhplated her

exalted gooduefs and unparalleled

magnanimity in fuffering pain
and mortal agonies, inflicted by

VOfc, III, 25

an unhappy man, who, of all

others, loved and doated on her

moft j when he faw her dying

look, and heard that groan which

is repeated no more, fiek of the

world, difpirited with human
life and its purfuits, angry be-

yond forgivenefs with himfelfj

he funk into the fettled gloom
and long melancholy of defpair*

This is one of the many in-

ftances in which a little fore-

thought, and a fmall mare of

prudence, would have prevented
much ferious evilj and irretrie-

vable calamity.
I have faid, in a former article^

that love^ though not curable by
herbs, may be prevented by cau-

tion, and as it was impoflible that

Madam Villacerfe's relations

could be entirely flrangers to the

partiality of Monlieur Fefteau,

they mould induftrioufly have

prevented all intercourfe between

the young people.
The agitated frame and de-

ranged appearance of her lover,

obferved previous to the cataf-

trophe, by a gentleman nearly
related to the lady; and from

whole letter I derive the materials

of my narrative, pointed him out

as the moft improper man for

medical or furgical affiftance,

which requires coolnefs, dexte-

rity, a fteadyhand, and a collect-

ed mind.

In the fudden and difaftrous

acci-
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accidents to which human life

is, ou .every fide, and at every

moment, expolcd, it will fre-

quently be found, that thofe con-

nected to us by the neareft and

'deareft ties of blood, frk-ndihip,

or affe&ion, are often, by thofe

very circumftances, difqualified

from affording us prompt and ef-

fectual relief.

The fond mother, whofc in-

fant is a conltant fource of toil,

which only a mother would wil-

lingly fubuiit to, and of delight,

which all muft envy, on feeing it

fuddenly fpring from her arms

into a deep and rapid ftream,

would probably fink to the ground
in a fainting fit, or an hyfteric

convulfion
;
thus would fhe be

rendered, by the ardor of affec-

tion and the violence of her feel-

ings, wholly unable to fnatch

her child from death.

A by-ftaiider, perhaps a repro-

bate and a fcoundrel, uninflu-

enced by philanthropy, love, or

a fenfe of duty, and amply re-

paid by half a crown, would,

with all hisfenfes about him, di-

reclly plunge in, and, a ftranger

to the unmanageable ecftacies of

a mother, reftore the darling to

her arms.

^7ILLENA, MARQUIS OF,
a Spanifh Grandee, and a

fubjeft of Charles the fifth. Em-

peror of Germany. In his con-

tefts with Francis the firlt, King
of France, Charles had received

considerable afliftance from Bour-

bon, a Gallic rebel, and a near

relation of th unfortunate mo-

narch, who was defeated, and

taken priioner at the battle of

Pavia.

In the adverfity of his rival, a

generous mind would have miti-

gated the calamities of war, by
Hiildnefs and affability ;

but in

the rancour of a vindictive heart,

the emperor endeavoured by

every means in his power, to

mortify his prifoner,- while he

treated the faithlefs Frenchman
with marked attention and re-

fpeft.

The Spaniards, though elated

with victory, beheld this infulting

behaviour with concern.
"

It becomes us," faid the in-

fidious Charles to the fubjedt of

this article, at a moment when

he thought him off his guard,
"

it furely becomes us to treat

the illuftriousConitable of France,

from whom we have received

great and effectual aid, with all

pollible honor and hofpitality : it

would pleafe me very much, if

he were invited to rcfide in the

Villena Palace, during his (lay at

Madrid/'
"

Sire," replied the marquis,
whofe juftifiable pride overpower-

ed
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e<3 all dread of the fubtle defpotifm
of the emperor,

"
I can refufe

nothing to my fovereign ;
but

your majefty muft not be fur-

prized, if, immediately on Bour-

bon's departure, I level my palace

to the ground. Once contami-

nated with the prefence of a

traitor, it never can be a fit habi-

tation for a man of principle and

honor."

T7IRGULA DIVINITORIA,
* or Divining Rod, a forked

branch of hazel, and occasionally
of other wood, in the form of a

V, by the afliftance of which,

dexteroufly or myfterioufly plac-

ed in the hand, certain adepts

have difcovered, or have pretend-
ed to difcover, mines and fprings
of water under ground.
This

{ingr.lar phoenomenon, in-

veftigated by the extenfive know-

ledge, and attefted by the difin-

terefted probity of Monfieur

Thouvenel, has alternately excit-

ed the wonder, and provoked
the doubts of mankind, who,
from the earlicft times, have

confidered it as the prerogative of

human reafon, to deny what can-

not be explained.
Yet philofophy is not without

its prejudices, and often rejects,

as impoflible, that which after-

wards proves to be facl.

The incomprehenfible attrac-

tion of the magnet, if it did not

challenge ocular demonftration,

would be confidered equally mi-

raculous, and by many, be ftout-

ly denied. Two centuries ago,who
would have believed in the exift-

ence of the ele&ric fluid, which,

realizing the fj&itJous tales ofen-

chantment and romance, enables

the modern artift to point out,and

almoft to call down thunder from

the fides, and to conduct, with-

out injury, the forked lightning

along the prefcri'oed magic path
of a flerider wire.

Had a mind, fufficiently vi-

gorous, prefented itfelf at that

period, to explore thefe asthereal

wonders, could they have been

publilhed with fafety? Would
the age have liftened to the pre-

fumptuous reafoner,without con-

figning him to difgrace, impri-

fonment, or death ?

The faculty, or genius forfub-

terraneous difcovery, which is

the fubjedT: of my prefent article,

is referred by thofe who afifert

its exiftence, to the theory of ef-

fluvia or emanation, which, a6t-

ing powerfully on the nervous

fyftem of perfons endued with

high fenfibility, produces, in the

practifer of the divining art, as

he approaches a fpot under which

fprings arife, internal (enfationsj

nearly approaching to morbid

affection, and an external mo*
tion* which is communicated to

the hazel rod,

z 2 Thefe
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Thefe fingular emotions, none

of which are obferved to take

place over Jlagnant waters, are

followed by head-ach, fatigue of

body, debility of mind, and

other fymptoms of nervous irri-

tation.

That warm dry ftate of the at-

mofphere, fo favorable to el eel-

ric experiments, is alfo obfcrved

to render thefe impreffions, more

powerful and unerring ;
while a

full meal evidently diminifties

the capacity; an inflammatory

fever, which confined a profeffbr

of this art for a fortnight to his

bed, deranged his fyftem, and

interrupted his practice for three

months.

Thefe fails have been exa-

mined, and apparently fubftan-

tiated by Thouvenel, and the

cautious profeflbr Sigaud de la

Fond, two refpectable foreigners;

by Pryce, the well-informed, but

dry hiftorian of the Comifh

mines, ad by Cookworthy, a

credulous Devonfhire chemiftj

by Ribeira, a captain, who de-

ferted from the Spaniards in

Queen Anne's reign, and was

appointed commandant of the

garrifon at Plymouth, who dif-

covered in this manner a mine

at Oakhampton.
" From my natural conftitu-

tion of mind and body," fays

Pryce,
" I was not capable of co-

operating with the influence of the

divining rod;" but he has not

undertaken to defcribe the parti-

cular conftitutional defecls of

himfelf or others, unblefled with

this myftic quality, which, from

his words, ihould feem to de-

pend on a peculiar nervous fen-

fibility, an harmonious diftribu-

tion of animal fpirits, on ftrong

faith, or a warm imagination.

The cautious Spaniard, menti-

oned by Cookworthy, made no

difficulty in fuffering perfons to

fee him ufe the rod, but he never

could be prevailed on to difcover

the modus agendi,without which,

the mere fight of an adept, ftalk-

ing along the ground in meafur-

ed fteps, with a flick in his hand,

could be neither uleful nor fatis-

faclory.

The fecret has been pronounced

by many, to be one of thofe of-

tentatious nothings, which, under

various defcriptions, have for ages

defied or infulted the reafon and

curiofity of mankind, and muft

long fince have been divulged by

vanity, indifcretion, or avarice,

had there been in facl any thing

to difcover.

" The praclifer of the divining

art," according to the direlions

of Cookworthy, who feems to

depart from the theory of Thou-

venel, and attributes the phce-

nomenon to attra&ion, and a pre-

vious
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vtous preparation of the rod, by

inclofing metal in its fubftance ;

" the pra&ifer of this art muft

(lowly advance, holding the rod in

his hand, with his arm half ex-

tended, and one foot placed for-

wards, obferving to depofit a

guinea under one, and an half-

penny under the other foot, and

the rod will be drawn down ;

fliift the pieces of money, and

then the rod will be drawn to-

wards the face, or backwards to-

wards the gold, which is thus

proved to pofTefs the ftronger
attraction."

It furely is a difadvantage,
that the rod dips with equal vi-

gor to a poor as to a rich mine,

that it will incline as ftrongly to

a filver pejiny, as the mines of

Potofi ; and that a projector, im-

plicitly depending on the infor-

mation of the divining rod, might
be hurried into endlefs and ruin-

ous expence, and ranfack the

bowels of the earth, in confe-

quenee of a ftray farthing, or a

few yards of copper wire, placed

by a roguifh boy, beneath the

path of an unfufpe&ing di-

viner.

After a paufe for fufpence, a

rational, unprejudiced enquirer,

may venture to iuggeft, that the

aid of the rod has been generally

called in on occafions, where,

from previous enquiry, or col-

lateral circumftance, fprings or

mines were fuppofed really to exift.

In fuch cafes, the dexterity of ex

perience and obfervation, the ca-

rnal advantages of local know-

ledge, and a thoufand hints to be

gathered from ruftic information,

affifted by mineralogical ikill,

have contributed to its credit,

when in truth the whole of its

miraculous powers, originated

from the exertions of common
fenfe.

Another circumftance ought
alfo to be confidered, that remark-

able difpofition in the majority of

mankind, to indulge the chimae-

ras of enthufiafm, the dreams of

imagination, and the tale of won-

der, rather than liften to the fp-

ber dictates of reafon, becaufe

they fometimes convey un-

welcome tidings to the human
heart.

We need not, I fear, make a

long fearch in the pages of hif-

tory, for frequent inftances of

men, highly gifted in fcience,

learning, and, till then, of un-

fufpeted integrity, who, in an

unguarded moment, a moment
fatal to wifdom, as well as beau-

ty, having been feduced into the

by-roads of impofition, have af-

terwards obftinately remained

the firm avowers of vifionary

fyftems, and faclts notoriouily

falfe and unfounded.

Should however the credibility

of ttyefe phenomena be con-

firmed
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firmed' by future experience ;

fhoukl the attempts, to eftablifh

materialifm, ultimately fucceed,

the improvement of the divining

fcience, may be rendered fubfer-

vient to medical purpofes, as

well as to mental and moral im-

provement.
If we could be prevailed on to

believe, that the thinking prin-

ciple in man, is a grain of fait,

or a bubble of air, an electrical

Ipark, or a drop of water, a glo-

bule of oil, or a particle of earth,

it is not impoffible that the di-

vining rod;, by the help of mag-
netifrn and electricity, may form

interefting communications with

the faculties and affe&ions, the

tranfa&ions and fecrets, of this

hitherto invifible principle.

It may difcover mines of vir-

tue which are hid, and currents

of generality and genius, which

flow unnoticed and unknown ;

it might bring to light, motives,

plans, and purpofes, that would

undeceive dupes, and difconcert

iwpoftors.

For a remarkable, and appa-

rently, a well-attelted mftance of

this fingular faculty, which ap-

pears to have been exerted for

private benefit, as well as public

utility; fee the article BLKTON, a

French peafant, whole unaffected

Simplicity of manners, and lur-

prizing accuracy in fubterraueous

jproguoilic, daggered^ though it

could not fubdue, the ftubbortt

iticredulitv of the indefatigable
Abbe Monge.

OF PETRONT.
* ID an age of political

prophefy, and dramatic ghofts,

the following fingular relation

caught my eye, authenticated by
the refpe&able evidence of Pe-

trarch and Boccace.

Petroni, a Carthufian monk
of Sienna, in the middle of the

fourteenth century, generally re-

fpeted for his blanielefs life and

fan&ity of manners, was regard-

ed by his cotemporaries as a

worker of miracles, before and

after his death.

Having pafled his lif^e in reli-

gious aufterities, and nearly ap-

proaching the article of death, he

uttered, under the impreffion of

ini'piralion or good defign, many
pious exhortations, one of which

forms the fubject of our preleat

article ;
but Boccace fliall tell

the ftory in his own way.
" I was a few days fince fur-

prized by a vifit of an extraordi-

nary nature; Father Ciani, a

friar of Sienna, came to my houfe

at Florence, and telling my icr-

vant that he wiflied to fee me,

having fomething of importance

to communicate, was admitted.

Cautioufly (hutting the door, and

calling his eyes round the room,

as if to fee that uo third perfon
was
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was prefent, he thus a'ddreflcd

me, in erect attitude and folernn

tone of voice.

({ I come at the exprefs defire,,

and in confequence of the dying

injunctions of the holy Father

Petroni, to warn you of your
fate.

"
It was by the more imme-

tliate will of the Almighty, re-

vealed to the dying faint, as his

foul was taking its flight to the

realms of bliis, that L am charg-

ed to reprefent n y-u, the dan-^

gerous confecjucaccs of perfifting

in your prefent puriuits ;
and by

the fame authority, I earneftly

exhort you, again it proitituting

talents fo excellent as your's, to

the fervice of Satan, by flimulat-

ing rebellious pafijons, and aug-

menting the general depravity of

manners.
(< What fervices might you

not render to religion and virtue,

if you would properly exert thofe

powers with which God hath fo

eminently bleifed you, but which,
as you now pervert them, will

not fail conducting you to ever-

lafting perdition. How glorious
will be your rewards, if inftead

ofabandoning yourfclf to the in-

ordinate fallies of a lewd imagi-

nation, you would renounce

poetry, romance, and profane

authors, and devote the remain-

der of your life to the perform*.

ance of your duties as a fincere

Chriftian, and a prudent man."

Boccace, terrified at fofingular

a declamation, and feeling that

there was much of truth and

ftrong argument in the words of

Ciani, demanded of him, for

what reaibns, and by what means

the Garthufian Petroni fixed fo

particularly on him, and knew

any thing concerning him : for

Boccace, at that period, was not

fo generally known and admired

as a writer :
" Such was the Di-

vine will, fuch the exprefs reve-

lation from heaven," i -plied the

religious meffenger,
" and I

think myfelf happy in being the

humble inftruinent in fo defirable

a work ; but it is not to you on-

ly that I am charged to go ; I

have fimilar eommiffiona to exe-

cute in different parts of Italy,

France, and England, with per-
fons in fituations far more dillant

than your's, and equally Grang-
ers to the dying faint."

With thefe words Ciani de-

parted, leaving a ftrong impief-
fion on the mind of Boccace,
who had been ftri6Uy and reli-

gioully educated, though after-

wards feduced by paffion, ima-

gination, a full pulfc, and

bad example, into the (lies of

fenfuality, which have been com-

pared to a painted fepulchre.

He immediately refolved to

re-
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reform his manners, to bid adieu

to poetry and women, and weed

his library, which confifted in a

great meafure of profane authors.

He became a different man, fays

his biographer, having previoufly

led a vicious, diffipated life, and

would willingly have fupprefled

his Decameron, had not the nu-

merous copies clifperfed abroad,

rendered fuch a ftep impoffible.

With refpect to the miracu-

lous part of the bufinefs attribut-

ed to Petroni, it cannot efcape

the fagacity of my reader ;
it is

impoffible to confider it in any
other light than a deception, con-

trived by friend (hip and affe&ion,

to withdraw, or rather to drive

an individual they loved, from

the deftrucYive fafcinations of

voluptuoufnefs, and on whom

they were of opinion, that no

other appeal would have operated.

Happy would it be for man-

kind, if the fame means had al-

ways been exerted in effe&ing

purpofes fo falutary and defirable.

T 70LTIMAD, CORNELI-
* US, a humane Dutchman,

an inhabitant of the Cape of

Good Hope, whofe intrepid phi-

lanthropy, impelled him to rifle,

and (as it unfortunately proved)

to lofe his own life in confc-

quence of heroic efforts to fave

the lives of others. Returning

from a ride in the year feventeen

hundred 'and feventy- three, he

faw a fliip driven on fhore in a

ftorm, near Table Bay, not far

from the South River fort : the

ftate of the velfel, and the cries

of the crew, on this occafion,

flrongly interefted him in their

behalf.

Voltimad, being unable to

fwim, provided himfelf with a

rope, and being mounted on a,

powerful horfe, remarkably muf-

cular in its form, he boldly plung-
ed with the noble animal into the

fea, which rolled in waves fuffi-

ciently tremendous to daunt a

man of common fortitude.

The fpirited horfe and its wor-

thy rider, approached near enough
to the {hip's fide, to enable the

diftreffed feamen to lay hold ofthe

end of a cord, which he threw

out to themj by this method,

and their grafping the horfe's

tail, he was happy enough, after

returning feveral times, to con-

vey fourteen perfons fafely on

fhore.

But, in the warmth of heroic

benevolence, he did not fuffici-

ently attend to the prodigious

and exhaufting efforts of his

horfe, who, in combating with

the boifterous billows, and bear-

ing a confiderable 'burthen, was

almoft fpent with fatigue, and

debilitated by the quantities
of

fea-water which, in its prefent

agitated ftate, could not be pre-

ventecj
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vented from rufhing in great

quantities down the throat of

this excellent creature.

In fwimming with a heavy

load, the appearance of a horfe

is fingular, his forehead and nof-

trils are the only parts to be feen;

in this perilous fituation, the

leaft check on his mouth is ge-

nerally confidered as fatal ; and

it was fuppoied, thatfome of the

half-drowned Tailors, in the ar-

dor of felf-prefervation, pulled

the bridle inadvertently; for the

noble quadruped, far fuperior to

the majority of bipeds, who har-

rafs and torment his fpecies,

fuddenly difappeared with his

matter, they funk, and rofe no
more 1 !

This circumftance, which it is

impoffible to read or to relate

without emotion, induced the

Dutch Eaft India company, to

ere& a monument to Voltimad's

memory, they likewife ordered,

that his defcendants and relations

fhould be provided for.

Before this intelligence reach-

ed the Cape, his nephew, a cor-

poral in the fcrtfice, having foli-

eited to fucceed him in a little

employment he held in the me-

nagerie, was refufed, and retired

in chagrin to a cliftant fettle-

ment, where he died, before the

^ireftors recommendation arrived.

While we lament Voltimad's

fate, arid the ingratitude his rela-

tion experienced, a circumftance

ariles in our minds, which ftill

aggravates the misfortune.

In this bold and fuccefsful at-

tempt to reach the (hip, if this

benevolent man, inftead of em-

barrafling himfelf and horfe with

a fatal burthen, had given the

failors the end of a long rope, it

might have been fixed to a cable,

which, with proper help, might
have been draggedVm (hore, and

the whole (hip's company faved,

without involving their two bene-

factors in deftruftion.

As it is of importance to point
out methods ofefcnpe in fitua-

tions, in which we too often lofe

all prefence of mind, it may prove
ufcful to mention fome circum-

ftances relating to a Danifti (hip

which was wrecked at Moflel

Bay, in the neighbourhood ofthe

Cape.
In this inftance, by means of

two lines, which were conveyed
on fhore, a ftout rope was ftretch-

ed in a doping direction from the

(hip's mart to a poft, firmly fixed

in the ground ; on this rope, a

large metal ring was hune;, to

which each man was feparately
made faft, and (lid on (hore one
after another, till the whole of

the crew were fafejy conveyed,
over breakers, through which no
boat could poflibly have made

way, without being overfet
; in

a few days the (lorm fubfided, a

good
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good part of the cargo was fav-

ed, aud fent in waggons to the

Cape.
But it is always difficult, and

frequently unpoflible, to carry on

aa .ntcrcourfe with the (bore,

which, in this inifouce, was ef-

fected by a feaman's tving a rope
round his body, and boldly com-

mitting himfelf to the waves.

Such daring individuals do not

always prefent themfelves, and

various methods of convoying a

line from {hips in diitrefs to peo-

ple on (ho"re, or vice verfa, have

been devifed by human ingenui-

ty; by fixing a fmall cord to an

arrow, (hot by a vigorous hand

from a bow, or to a ball fired from

a nmfket, or a fwivel, loaded with

a quantity of powder, propor-

tionate to the diftanct*; by fixing

a line to a buoy, and trufting to

its being thrown on more.

An apparatus has alfo been

invented, by which a (hell, fill-

ed with lead, may be thrown

from a mortar, which, with a

iine'fix.ed to it, will link fuflici-

ently deep into the earth, to al-

low the crew of a fliipwrecked

veflel, to draw themfelves on

ihore.

^7OLUMINOUS BOOK, a

* curious reafon again ft pub-

lifhing one, if it is on a fubject

likely to cxpofe its author to

pains and penalties.

" Whilft I was at Mofcow,"

fays a plcaiatu traveller,
"

a,

quarto volume was pubhihed, in

favcr of the liberties oi the peo-

ple, a fingitlar fubject, when we
ccnfider where the book was,

printed; in this work, the ini-

quitous venality of public func-

tionaries, and the conduct of the

fovereign, were fcrutinized and

cenfured with great freedom.
" Suck a book, in fuch a

country, naturally attracted ge-
neral notice, and the offender

was foon taken into cuftody.

After being tried in a fummary

way, his production was deter-

mined to be a libel, and the

writer condemned to eat his own

words.
t( The fingularity of fuch a

fentence, induced me to fee it

put into execution : a fcaffold

was erected in one of the moft

public ftreets of the city, the

imperial provoit, the magiftrates,

the phyfician and fargeon of the

Czar attended ; the book was

feparatcd from its binding, the

margins cut oft", and every leaf

rolled up into the form of a lotte-

ry ticket, when taken out of the

wheel at Guildhall.

" The author was then ferved

with them, leaf by leaf, by the

provoft, who put them into his

mouth, to the no fmal! diverfion of

the fpectators; and he was oblig-

ed to fwallow this unpalatable

food
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food on pain of the knout, in

Rufiia, a puniihment more

dreaded than death.

" As foon as the medical gen-
tlemen were of opinion that he

had received into his ftomach as

much as at one time was con-

fident with afety, the tranfgref-

for was fent back to prifon, and

thp bufinefs refumed the two

following days ;
after three very

hearty, but unpleafant meals, I

am convinced, by ocular proof,

that every leaf of the hook was

actually iwallowed."

A great book is a great evil,

faid an ancient writer, an axiom,

which the unfortunate writer in

queftion, felt to his coft.

"yOLUPTUARIES foliloquy,

the well-meant composition
of a modern writer, exactly

agreeing in its tendency,with, the

profeffed purpofe of this collec-

tion.

VOLUPTUARIES SOLILOQUY,
<( I find myfelf in pof-

Ceffion of fortune, youth, and

health, and am determined to

enjoy them. As pleafure is my
object, I m uft contrive to make
it lading ;

it is evident, that if I

throw away the means, I can no

longer compafs the end. I per-

ceive that I mutt not game ; for,

though I like play, I do not like

to lofe what alone can purchafc

that, which I propofe to enjoy j

and I do not fee, that the chance

of winning other people's money,
can compenfate for the pain I

muft fuffer in being deprived of

my own. I have refolved there-

fore that I will not be agamcfter,
there is not common fenfe in the

thought.
" But if I give up gaming, I

am determined to take my iwing
ofpleafure. I muft therefore alk.

myfelf the queflion, what is plea-
lure ? Is it high living and hard

drinking ? There is nothing

very elegant in it, I confefs ;

glutton is but a forty fellow, and
a drunkard is a bead

j bcfides, t

am not lure my confutation will

bear excels. I (hall get the gout,
and grow out of ail (liape ; I ftiall

have a red face, full of blotch &j,

a foul breath, and be loathfome

to the women. I cannot bear to

think of that, for I doat upoa
them. I prefer the favors of the

fair, to the company of foakers,

fo farewell to drinking; I will be

fober, beoaufe I love pleafure.

ft

(i But if I give up wine, I will

re-pay myfelf for the facrifice ; I

will have the fined
girls that mo-

ney can purchafe, money, did I

fay ? What a found has that.

Am I to buy beauty with money*
and cannot I buy love too ? for

there is no pleafure even in beau-

ty*
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ty, without love ;
this unlucky

queftion gravels me.
tl
Mercenary love is nonfcnfe;

it is flat hypocrify, and difgufting;

I ihould loathe the fawning caref-

fes of a diffembling harlot,whom
I pay for falle fondnefs. It is

impodible to feel the genuine

pailion of love for a harlot
; fhe

inuft be a modeft woman ; and

when that befalls me, what then?

Why then, if I am violently in

love, and cannot be happy with-

out her, there is no choice, I

muft marry her ;
for pleafure

is my obj.ect, and marriage is

my lot, I am determined there-

fore to marry, becaufe I love

pleafure.
" As I have quitted all other

women for a wife, I am refolved

to tafte this firft of pleafures

without alloy; I muft be cautious

therefore that nobody elfe takes

the fame pleafure too ; for, otheiv

wife, how have I bettered my-
felf ? I might as well have re?

mained upon the common.
"

I mould be a fool indeed, to

pay extravagantly for an article,

and let others (hare it with me ;

I am therefore determined to

keep her to myfelf, for pleafure is

my only object ;
and this, I

take it, is of a kind that will not

admit of participation.
" The next queftion is, how I

muft contrive to keep her to my-
fclf ? not by force, not by lock-

ing her up, there is no pleafure

in that notion
; compulsion is

out of the cafe, inclination is the

only thing; I muft make it her

intcreft, and her wifti, to be faith-

ful.

" I will be kind and attentive

to her; becaufe I will not de-

ftroy my own pleafure ;
and T

will be very careful of the temp-
tations I expofe her to, for the

fame reafon. She fhall not lead

the life of your town ladies. I

have a charming place in the

country, where we will pafs molt

of our time; there Jlie will be

fafe, and / (hall be happy. I

love pleafure, and therefore I will

have little to do with that intri-

guing town, London. I am de-

termined to make my houfe in

the country as pleafant as pofii-

ble.

(t But if I give up the gaieties

of a town life, and the club, and

the gaming-table, and the girls,

for a wife and the country; I will

have the fports of the country in

perfection ;
I will keep the beft

pack of hounds in England, and

hunt every day in the week.

But hold a moment there, what

will become of my wife, all the

while I am following the hounds?

Will {he follow nobody, will no-

body follow her ? A pretty figure

I fhall make, to be chafing a Ihig,

and come home with horns on

my own head. At leaft, I will

not
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not rifle the experiment : I (hall

not like to leave her at home,
and I cannot take her with me,
for that would fpoil my pleafure;

and I hate a whipper-in in pet-
ticoats. I perceive therefore I

muft give up the hounds, for I

am determined nothing fliall

ftand in the way of my pleafure.
ts Why then, I muft find out

fome amufements that my wife

can partake in; we muft ride

about the park in fine weather ;

we muft vifit the grounds and the

gardens, and plan out improve-

ments, and make plantations ; it

will be rare employment for the

poor people.
" That is a thought that never

liruck me before j methinks

there muft be a great deal of

pleafure in providing employ-
ment for, andadminiftering to the

comfort and inftru&ion of our

poor neighbours.
"

I fhall like a farm for the fame

reafon, and my wife will take plea-

fure in a dairy; (he mall have the

moft elegant one in England. I will

alfo build a confervat'ory, and (he

fhall have the choiceft collection.

of plants arid flowers in the coun-

try. I have a notion I fliall take

pleafure in them myfelf.
"
Then, there are a thoufand

things to do within-doors
;

it is a

fine old manfion, I will give it an

entire repair -,
it wants new fur-

niture, that will be pleafant work

for my wife. I perceive, I could

not afford to keep hounds, and

do this into the bargain ;
but this

will give me moft pleafure, and

my wife (hall partake of it.

" I have an excellent library,
fo that with mufic, books, gar-

dening, a few friends, and a

young family, for we probably
fliall have children, I find there

are a vaft many pleafures in a

country life : and what a fool

fliould I be, to throw away my
money at the gaming-table, or

my health at any table
; or my

affections upon harlots ; or my
time upon hounds and horfes ;

or employ either money, health,

affections, or time, in any other

pleafures or purfuits, than thefe,

which I now perceive, will lead

me to folid happinefs in this life,

and fecure a good chance for it

hereafter."

\70LUNTEERS AND PRO-
V VINCIAL CORPS.
I would wi(h to do juftice to

many worthy individuals, who
have gallantly ferved their coun-

try; I am convinced that their

well -timed energy has preferved

us, and will ftili preserve us from

external attacks, and internal

commotions.

But thefe important benefits

are not without alloy, they have
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in many inftances been procured
at the ex pence of fobriety and

domeltic duty.

Fathers of families, induftrious

tradefmen, and young men or'

regular life and convocation,
have imbibed the gay manners,
convivial habits, and diffipation
of military bon vivants.

Bufineis is neglected, the

connting-houfe is converted into

an orderly, or rather a disorderly
room

; the ledger mud give way
to an eflay on tactics, or milita-

ry manoeuvres ; and if bills are

not delivered, drafts difcountcd,

or cuftom-houfe entries forgot-

ten, it is confidered as a iuffici-
'

ent excufe, that the lieutenant is

attending drill, or that it is a

grand field-day ;
affairs of the

grcateft moment muft give way,
if they at all interfere with con-

fee-rating the colors, a birth-day

anniverfary, or the excefles of a

reels dinner.

Such little matters, will be

laughed at and defpited by men
of rank and large fortune ; but to

perfons of an oppofite defcrip-

tion, many of whom are unhap-

pily feized with a military ma-

nia, they are productive of con-

fequences, which, but for their

fatal and diftreffing effects,would

almoft render them ridiculous.

Several inftances have occur-

red witbiu the very controlled

circle of the editor's acquaint-

ance, where a declaration of

bankruptcy has quickly followed

a military promotion of the fame

perfon, and been evidently the

confequence of it.

I cannot but confider the com-

manding officers, in every in-

itance, as highly culpable ; it is

not only criminal, but mean, to

entice men of narrow incomes,
to imitate their expenfive man-

ners, and diffipate in a regimen-
tal dinner, as much as the fubaU

tern probably has for the lupport
of his family a week.

To every fervice of a military

kind, I would attend with ala-

crity, but when thofe are per-

formed, we fliould return to a

due performance of the functions

of private life, left while we
avoid one evil, we incur by a

union of folly and crime^ ruin,

ridicule, and difgrace.

The following mode of raiting

volunteers in Scotland, has been

communicated to me by a High-
land farmer.
" Your leafe expires next year,

ifyourfon does not immediately

enlift, remember that I give you
notice to quit."
At the moment of preparing

this article for my printer, a ftrong

lenfation has been produced on

the public mind, by Sir Robert

Willbn's pamphlet, written pro-

lefituly
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feficdiy, and by a meritorious

profefiional gentleman, againjl

volunteers.

A fhort anfwer may be given
to this well-written, and I doubt

not, well-meant, but extremely

ill-timed, and very inexpedient

flourifh : fact and experience are

in. every initance againft the

knight's deductions, and, if it is

worth adding, the Emperor Na-

poleon differs in opinion with Sir

Robert.

Volunteers, or if you would

ratherhave it fo,NationalGuardst

eftablithed the French revolution,

and fuccefsfully oppofed the ve-

teran troops of Frederic and Leo-

pold ; to volunteers, Lord Corn-

waliis lowered his colors, and the

army of Burgoyne furrendered

their mufkets
j

the fame fpecies

of levy alternately refilled or de-

fied the cool confcious fuperio-

rity (in his, as in other inftances

often iniftaken for tardinefs) the

cool confcious fuperiority of Sir

William Howe, and the fertile

refources of his fucceflbrs.

INHUMANITY.
Mod decent frequenters

of the London theatres, have, at

different times, had their cars

affauited by loud exclamations of
"

Play up Nofey," thundered

from the gallery; and at a period,

when the caufe which .fir ft

produced it, had long ceafed to

exift, and by many, at this time

is not underftood.

This outrage on public feeling

was firft occafioned by Cervetto,

a performer on the violin, vvhofe

nofe was unfortunately the molt

prominent feature in his face.

In confequence of this unluc-

ky malformation, a man of inof-

fenfive life and decent manners,
was regularly perfecuted by the

galleries for many years, and at

laft actually compelled to aban-

don the only means by which he

was able to procure a liveli-

hood.

This prepofterous, but not un~

common fpecies of cruelty, was

attacked by a fatirical poet, (I

believe Mr. Murphy) who la(hed

the popular follies of that day,
in a feniible and fpirited perfor-

mance.

Have ye not roar'd, from pit to

upper rows,

And all the jeft was what a

fidler'snoie.

Parfue your mirth each night, the

joke is ftronger,

For a= you fret the man, his nofe

grows,longer.

Of Cervetto, Mr. Garrick

ufed to relate, the following cir-

cumftance. In one of the nioic

interefting fccncs of a favorite

part, when the attention of the

whole
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u hole houfe was rivetted on this

excellent aclor, the long-nofed
muiician gave vent to a long

yawn, and io loud, as to be heard

by every one.

The manager was confiderably

vexed, and fending for the offen-

der immediately after the play,

demanded an explanation.
"

I

afk ten thoufand pardons," faid

the fidler, in broken Englifh,
ts but I always yawn extremely
loud when any thing interefts me

very much." With this artful

apology, he left the room, after

being told, that in future he muft

fupprefs fo fingular a fymptom of

Approbation.

AKEFIELD, GILBERT,
a feceder from the forms

and doctrines of the church of

England ;
a man of confiderable

learning and acutenefs ;
but trted

on my favorite touchftone of ex-

pediency, prudence, and com-

mon fenfe, his conduct was

grofsly erroneous.

His defects on thefe moft ma-

terial points, involved him in

difficulty and danger, injured

him in the opinion of many of

his beft friends, and ultimately

Ihortened his life.

Such are the evils of learning

without prudence, of zeal in-

flamed by party fury, and of an

obUinaU- adherence to firft prin-

ciples, which* as hath been re-

peatedly inculcated in this

though of themfelves and unat-

tached, perfectly innocent, may
be brought forward and enforced

at times, and under circumftan*

ces, which render them, not

only inexpedient and inadmiffi-

ble, but highly dangerous and

unwarrantable.

Such was precifely the cafe,

and the moment when Mr.

Wakefield, with all his firft rate

abilities, came forward as a poli-

tical pamphleteer. What fol-

lows I need not repeat; Felix

quern faciunt aliena pericula

cautum.

Two excellent writers, well

acquainted with the late Mr.

Wakefield, and once, with the

editor of this collection, are evi-

dently pufliingforthe fame road;

I intreat, I befeech them, to arreft

their career, to paufe, before they

arrive at the fame goal; I have

not fpelt the word with a J.

The purpofe of my prefent

article, is, to remark Mr.Wake-
field's arguments againft focbl

worfliip, in contradiction to ef-

tablifhed rules, immemorial cuf-

tom, and general utility.

Yet, with ftrong convictions

of the inexpediency of his pam-

phlet on this fubject, and infpite

of a religious education, and pa-

rental example, as well as precept,

I confefs with concern, that in the

difcord, repetition, and negligent
rou-
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tine of a crowded congregation,
I feel not that heart-felt, devout

compunction, that humble men-

tal pro fixation, which thefolitude

of a cloiet produces, and which

are fo natural, in an intercourfe

between omnipotence and im-

perfe&ion.
When falutary contrition,

over-flowing gratitude, and pre-

difpofing habit impell me to ad-

drefs my Maker, I confefs my-
felf ftrongly inclined to retire

with one of the men, who, as

Scripture records, went up to

the Temple to pray.

On fuch an occafion, I hope
and truft, I mould not approach

my Creator with a falfehood in

my mouth : of all men on earth,

I could with the leaft truth, and

the word grace, thank God,
that 1 was nut as other men are;

considering religion as an opera-
tion ofthe heart rather than abu-

finefs of the lips, I would fecede

like the parabled tranfgreffor, to

folitude and filence.

But if the fervor of felf-accu-

fation burft involuntarily from

njy bofom, and the agonies of a

bleeding Redeemer harrowed up
my foul, I would merely fay,
fe GOD BE MEflCIFOL TO ME A
SINNER."

In reply, it has-been well ob-

ferved, that a fyftem of contem-

plative devotion, fuch as is here

iuggefted, is calculated only for

VOJL. in.

the refined feelings of the mo-
raliftandthe philofopher, but that

it is not fuited either in theory
or practice, to the grofs concep-

tions, and unformed minds of

the multitude ; who, conftantly

employed in providing for the

wants of the moment, and with-

out ftated intervals of leifure for

prayer and religious inftru&ion,

would inevitably lapfe rnto a

ftate of brutality, ignorance^ in-

difference and vice.

, JOHN, a coun-

try fnrgeon, and a fatirU

cal poet.

By too free an exercife of his

wit, that dangerous weapon,
which few poflefs, without at-

tacking their neighbours, he

rendered his fituation uncomfort-

able, and at laft relinquished the

different branches of a pro-

feflion^ which he praftifed for

many years^ at a borough in

Cornwall.

He is faid to have experienced
the fate of Dryclen, who was

praifed and cudgelled for ano-

ther's rhymes $ itisnot improba-

ble, that a man of genius, at-

faulted by dulluefs and maligni-

ty, flioukl repay infult with far-

cafm, and oecafionally feel the

refeutment of thofe who had

flrong arms, but weak heads.

He accompanied Governor

Trelawney to Jamaica, where he

officiated as a clergy uia,n, and

A a was
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was preferred ; but that correct-

nefs of manners which we ex-

pect in a Chriftian minifter, was

incompatible with the eccentric

imp ulies of a poet j he loon got
ri.d of what one of his prede.cef-

fors has called, the mechanical

part of the pricfthood, and ftimu-

Kited by a confcioufnefs of fupe-

rior merit, hallened to the me-

tropolis.

Having aflumed the name of

Peter Pindar, he long amufed

the town by fatirical and laugh-
able productions, written in a

ilyle
and in a ftrain peculiar-

ly his own; kings, minilters,

peers, connoifleurs, painters, and

hiftorians* have alternately fmart-

ed under his lam. His attacks

on a great perfonage, though in

my opinion always wrong, have

in fome inftances been tolerated

for their humor ; but the fa-

t.irift too often forgot, that a

kin<r (hould be treated like aO

gentleman.

Yet, Peter is faid to have been

efficacious, as well as entertain-

ing ;
fome he has punifhed,

more.he has reformed. Several

perfons well known at court, and

in the belles lettres, were fair

jrame, and he has completely
limited them down.

The empty, pert, arrogant,

infipid coxcomb has vaniflied
;

affected connoifleurs, ignorant

patrons, and pretended Jiterati,

have diminifhed their impor-
tance.

From eating raw meat, and

baking themfelves in ovens, men
of fcience have engaged in ra-

tional purfuits, and have turned

their attention to ufeful ob-

jects.

The late productions of this

author are confcfledly unequal
to the firft efforts of his mufe ;

nor ought we to be furprized.

Where is the mind ftored with

inexhauftible materials ? Will

the field that never lies fallow,

annually produce a plentiful

crop ? fome friend mould adviie

the dotor to abilain for a time

from the prei's ; io will he return,

with renewed vigor, and enter

again the lifts with ftrength un-

impaired.
The forte of Peter Pindar lies

in telling droll ftories, and re-

citing ridiculous anecdotes, but

he degenerates, occafionally,

into perfonal virulence, and is

fometimes culpably indelicate, as

well as illiberal.

The fubjel of ourprefent ar-

ticle has been ftyled the Hogarth
of Parnaflfus ; whatever occurred

in the fcenes of fafhtonable or

common life, fhabby, affected,

bafe, or mean, he has placed in

points of view, at once odious,

ridiculous, and irrefiftibly laugh-

able.

I once read his lines on the

mid-
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midnight freaks of cats, which
he dcfcribes as he faw them from

a window, by moonlight, ftand-

ing in his ftiirt ; and his direc-

tions to a carpenter, on the fub-

jecl of preparing a coffin, fup-

pofed to be written by ahufband

who hadjuft loft his wife, in which

he particularly defires the fcrews

may be long, and the oak fub-

ftantial
;
and they produced in

the company greater burfts of

merriment, than I ever faw pro-
duced by any literary competi-
tion.

With all the humorous pro-

penfities of Peter Pindar, his pen
has produced feveral fonnets,

breathing the genuine language
of poetry and good tafte

; tender,

pathetic, and delicatdy fenti-

mental, infpiring the raptures of

love, and the foft emotions of

clefire ; yet on the fcore of poli-

tical expediency, he. is culpable in

a high degree ;
he has endea-

voured by every means in his

power to ridicule the executive

branch of our government ; ridi-

cule is the parent of contempt,
and if we once defpife any man,
however exalted by rank or

office, we (hall foo.n feel inclined

to difobe him.

ROBERT, Earl

ofOrfordj an eminent Eng-
hfli flatefman, whofe memory,
iince my former hupreffion has

been dexteroufly, but not in every

inftance, fuccefsfully defended by
Mr. Cox.

It was the opinion of Sir Ro-

bert, that every man had his

price ; Mr. Viner, who could

dine on roafted mutton one day,
and eat it cold the next, is faid

to have been the only inftance

this minifter met with to con-

tradict his theory.

He who lives within his in-

come, is certainly the. moft in-

dependent man ; and ifwe fell OUF

votes to candidates, or help to

fink their fortunes in contefted

ele&ions, I fee no right we have

to complain of the venality of

members of parliament.

During the American war, a

little proftituted paltry borough
in the weft, fent up inftru&ions

to their representative^ to which

he paid no attention, obferving,
a few days after, at a friend's

table j
"

I bought them at a fair

price, and do the fcoundrels think

I will not make my money of

them ?"
*

I have a point of fome hn-

portance to carry in the houfe of

peers, and beg the favor of your

grace to apply perfonally to your

brethren, the bifhops," faid Sir

Robert, (a few months before he

retired, but when his power was

vifibly declining) to his friend the

Archbifhop of York, (I believe

Dr. Blackburnc, the iubjeA of

A a 2 an.
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an article in this collection)

the prelate (book his head at the

propofal of perlbnal application,

and made the following reply,
" My good friend, there is but

one way to proceed with them,
and you may be afi tired I will put
it in practice; trouble yourfelf
no further about the matter, and

be fecure of their votes, as if

they had already given them."

The archbimop for a few days
took to his bed, tied up his

knocker, the pavement before

his houfe was covered with ftraw,

and by means of his phyfician,

reports were circulated of the

extremity of bis danger. The

biihops caught at the bait, re-

turned to their minifterial duty,
and Walpole fucceeded; a

few days after, they had a

hearty laugh over their wine,
at the trick they put on lawn

fleeves.

This minifter appears to have

been of the opinion of Hobbes,
" That war was the greateft of

all poffible evils," and Europe
wa* certainly indebted to him
and Cardinal Fleury for a long
interval of peace. That this

blefling was fometimes purchafed
at the expence of national honor,
and fometimes of national trea-

fure, they did not pretend to

deny ; yet a love of peace may
fometimes lead us to make too

great facrifices to it.

Sir Robert has generally been

confidered as the promoter and

contriver of an at of parliament
for fubmitting dramatic perfor-

mances to the infpeclion of the.

Lord Chamberlain, which is, in

my opinion, afalutary reftri6\iou

on the liberty of the prefs ;
it

was the Manner of effecting it,

that gave offence.

An underling was procured
'

to fcribble a dramatic piece,

called the Golden Rump, a far-

rago of obfcenity, blafphemy,
and political abufe ; a ridicule

of every moral and religious in-

ftitution. It was then prefented

to Giffard, one of the managers,
who previoufly taught his lelfon,

carried it to the minifter
j

he

{hocked at fuch a mats of enor-

mity, carried it down to the

houfe, recited fome of the moft

exceptionable pafiages, and anacl

for fubmitting plays to the Lord

Chamberlain's infpeclion, pafled

almoft unanimously.
If the clandestine fabrication

of the piece could be proved on

the minifter, it would merit fe*-

vere cenfure ; but like other

political manoeuvres, which Ihun

the face of day, fo much privacy
was obferved, that it is impofiibls

to prove it on him ; yet the op-

portunity was too favorable to

be accidental.

Sir Robert Walpole was well

acquainted with the irritability

and
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and warm temper of his mafter,

the good, the excellent old king ;

by occafionally giving way to it,

he made his advantage, and is

faid, fornetimes to have fubmit-

ted to perfonal indecorum.

On a certain occafion, coming
from court, he met the Duke of

Argyle, and faw that he was dif-

compofed ; enquiring the caufe,

he found that the king in the heat

of a moment, had been guilty of

fome impropriety to the duke,

who was not formed of fluff to

fubmit to ill-treatment from any
one. " Your grace mult not

mind it," faid the premier,
"

it

has happened to me a hundred

times." "Very true," faid the

duke,
" but remember, you

are not Argyle ;" he then walked

iullenly to his carriage.

All the benefits prornifed to

the country by a lone; oppofition
to this minifter, appear to have

been defeated, by differition and

felf-intereft
;

Sir Robert had his

peerage in his pocket, and Mr.

Pulteney degenerated into a filent

vote, on the fame bench with

him. Thus has it ever been, we

change men, but perfevere in

bad meafures
;

a love of office,

and not of our country, is too

often the motive for ftate alter-

cation with political leaders :

When will they act

from patriotifm alone ?

Led not by love, but interefl and

pride,

They will not let a king their

vaflals ride,

That power, they to themfelves

referve alone,

And fo through thick and thin,

they fpur old roan.

'ARD, JOSHUA, a dry-

falter, or to fpeak more

correctly, a dry -Jbrter, of

Thames-ftreet, and afterwards

inventor of certain medicines,

which, though now fo little is

heard of them, rouzed in their

day univerfal attention, and be-

came a fplendid foundation of

fame and fortune, to the lucky

projector.

His houfe in the city, and the

whole of his property, having
been deftroycd by fire, at a pe-
riod when infurance was little

pradtifed, his commercial prof-

pefts were blafted, and he was

fpurred by the ufeful, but un-

plcafant ftimulus of a ruined for-

tune, to intellectual exertion.

After purfuing chemical ftudies

a few years on the Continent, in

an infpired or a propitious mo-

ment, he hit on his famous DROP
AND PILL.

With thefe and other power-
ful agents at his difpofal, he re-

turned to his native country, and

excited no fmall oppofition, by
a bold
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a bold, but generally fpeaking, a

fuccefsful pratice, in a numer-

ous but obftinate clafs of difeafes,

which, before and fince his

time, have fo often proved a

ftumbling block to the practi-

tioners of phyfic.

His opponents, in the more

regular platoons of their profef-

fion, attempted in vain to crufh

this refolute interloper, by argu-

ment, by ridicule, and by legal

authority. He produced a long

catalogue of hopelefs cafes, aban-

doned by the faculty, but fortu-

nately treated by himfelf ; he

retorted on his enemies the accu-

fation of ignorance ;
and boldly

charged them with locking up
or neglecting potent prepara-

tions, which they were too in-

dolent or too timid to make ufe

of themfelves, and too envious

to allow the privilege to others.

An application he recom-

mended for the king's hand, efta-

blifhed his reputation beyond the

reach of malignancy or com-

petition ; and he was protected,

by a folemn vote of the Hoijfe

of Commons, from the anathe-

mas and interdictions of the col-

lege,

We may judge of the refpect-

able ftate of hjs finances, when,
on being deiired to name the re-

muneration he expected from his

royal patient, he replied, that per-

to drive his equipage

(which was 'remarkable for bulky

magnificence) throughSt.James's

Park, would be the moft gratify-

ing fee.

In addition to this and other

diftinguifhing marks of royal

favor, promotion was beftowed

on his nephew, General Ganfell,

whofe military refcue from an

arreft afforded fuel, many years

afterwards, to the inflammatory
invective of Junius.

The circumftance of medi-

cines once fo celebrated, being
now almoft forgotten, has in-

duced certain adepts in the art

of doubting, to quertion their

having ever been really entitled

to the reputation they once en-

joyed.
When we recollect the bafTs

of thefe
preparations,

it would

be foolifh and abfurd to doubt

their active powers, particularly

when we confider the miracles

of chemiftry, and its wonder-

working operations on a mineral,

fflected from the materia me-
dica by one who, whatever his

defects might be in a regular

profeffional education, was

confefledly pofletled of gifts

which, though no fcience, are

fairly worth them all, acutenefs

and common fenfe.

To this may be added an ob-

fervation, which I have had oc-

cafion to mention more than

once in this collection 3 it is,
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that the bulk of mankind often

require more than common in-

ducements to entice them to

purfue the path which leads to

their own welfare.

Common motives have been

found generally
inefficient ;

fomething more than mere light

and fhade are required, to enliven

the ftill picture of private life,

and the dull uniformity of bare

utility. To render it attractive,

it mud be occafionally varied,

cmbellifhed and contraftcd, by
the romantic wildnefs of Salva-

dor, the painful di 'plays of Spag-

noletto, the delicate ftrokes of

a Titian, and the r<orbidezza -jf

Guido. In a word, fancy, ima-

gination,
"and fplendor, mi'ft be

called in
; fenfibility mull be

.awakened, pride foothtd, and

enlhufiafm rouzed, to forward

the wholefome impreffions of

truth and plain fact.

To take advantage of this

theory, which I have enforced

and exemplified in the article

PARACKLSUS, and to apply it,

with dexterity, to the various

wants and wifhes of mankind,

feems the whole myftery of

quackery, in law, phyfic, and

divinity.

A cool, fober- headed Eng-
lifhman, with all his preju-

dice againft the political quack-

ery, whims, caprices and me-

taphyfic legerdemain
of his

French neighbours, if in.
;:

.

r
.

pofed, and advifecl 10 take phy-

fic by hi * family apothecary,

would perL.i;;s
liften to him with

furly impatience, and, 2 .'tor

many itrutjgles,
fubmit to his

difcipline with the nauiea of

hopelefs indifference.

Perhaps the fame odd com-

pound of ftefh and blood, virtue

and infirmity,, would attend- with

admiration to the fiouriihing ha-

rangue of an empiricrk, defcend-

ing from his fplendid vehicle ;

furvey the liveries and his equi-

pago with complacency, and

after hearing of fpecifics, ano-

dvnes, and cordials, f,v allow all

he heard and all he faw with

implicit confidence, on being-

told, that my Lord Dafhall had

found vaft benefit, or th;-t Lady

Mary Jehu had taken them with

wom-erful effect.

Before we fmilc at or con-

demn fuch conduct, let us be

well aflTured, that on the moft

important occafions of life, we
have acted with lefs folly, or

been guided by greater wif-

dom.

The following jeud'efprit, ap-

peared in a public print in the

year feventeen hundred and

thirty-fix ; it was occafioned by
Dr. Ward, the Chevalier Taylor,

and Mrs. Mapp, a famous bone-

fetter, appearing together in the

boxes of the theatre in Lincohts-

Inn-
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Inn-Fields. Part of the en-

tertainment of the evening con-

fifted of a piece in which mock

reprefentatives of thefe three

celebrated perfonages, who form

a group in Hogarth's Confulta-

tion of Phyficians, were intro-

duced on the ftage.

While Mapp to th' a&ors fliew'd

a kind regard.w *

On one fide Taylor fat, on th'

other Ward ;

When their mock perfons of the

drama came,

Both Ward and Taylor thought
it hurt their fame ;

Wonder'd how Mapp cou'd in

good humor be ;

61
Zounds, cry'd the manly dame,

it hurts not me,

Quacks without art may either

blind or kill,

Butdemonftration (hews \haimine

isfldll."

It may be no improper appen-
dix to Ward's article, to obferve

that his cotemporary, Mrs.

Mapp, the fubjecl: of the pre-

ceding panegyric, was the

daughter of a bone-fetter, in

North Wiltfhire, and remark-

able for her mafculine form and

coarfe manners.

From natural acutenefs, and

the opportunities afforded by her

father's practice, having turned

Jjer attention to the management

of fractures and diflocations, and

having acquired conliderable dex-

terity, particularly in the applica-

tion of bandages, (he fettled at

Epfom,andin theinfolenceoffuc-

cefs, or the prefumption of real

merit, advertifed, that (he would

not permit any medical man to fee

her apply a roller, without a

previous fee of five guineas.

Having excited the avaricious

hopes of a lover, by the little

fortune which her father had left,

in an ill-ftarrecl, or rather an im-

prudent moment (he married,

but her perfon not being attrac-

tive, this faithlefs partner re-

treated with the whole of her

property. Bereft of father,

hufband, and money, our un-

daunted female bore her mis-

fortune with refolution, and, by

induftry or bold practice, ac-

quired confiderable profit and

fame in her paternal profeffion j

(he was patronized by Sir Hans

Sloane, and being frequently

fent for to town ; on fuch occa-

fions it was her pride or her

folly to appear in a coach and

four.

A medical friend, by tradi-

tional information of his father,

from Sir Hans, informs me, that

the cafes in which our female

furgeon fucceeded, were for the

moft part, fractures which had

never united, and that the whole

fecret of her
procefs was, to en -
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-deavour, by various, and often

violent means, to excite a new

inflammation, which generally
caufed the. bone to unite, and

effectually anfwered the defired

purpofe.
In one of her vifits to the me-

tropolis, from the grandeur of

her equipage, or the peculiarity

ofherdrefs, a long loofe robe,

our adventurer being mi (taken

for a minrefs of the old king, or

ibme unpopular German per-

fonage, was flopped, furround-

ed, and bitterly reviled by the

niob.

On being informed of the jeo-

pardy of her fituation, (he ex-

tricated herfelf with admirable

.prefence of mind, by the follow-

ing laconic addrefs to the mul-

titude, for whole meridian it was

admirably calculated. " Damn
your bloods, don't you know
me? I am Mrs. Mupp the

bone-fetter." The crowd huz-

zaed, the coachman fmacked his

whip, and conveyed his miftrefs

in triumph and fafety to her
houfe.

With the ufual profufion of
thofe who get money eafily, and
in the infatuation

particularly
incident to perfons of her de-

fcription, fh'e lived without pru-
tfence, and died in wretchednefs

want.

Another diurnal poet was alfo

infpired to (ing the praifcs of

Mrs. Mapp,

Ye furgeons of London who

puzzle your pates,

To ride in your coaches and pur-
chafe eftates,

Give over for (hame, your pride
has a fall;

The do&refs of Epfom has out-

done you all.

What
fignifies learning or going

to fchool,

When a woman can do without
reafon or rule, k

What puts you to non-plus
and baffles your art ;

Her petticoat practice has now-

got the ftart.

In phyfic as well as in faflu'on we

find,

The neweft has always the run
with mankind ;

Now Mapp's all the cry, her

fame's on record,

Forgot is the buftle of Taylor and
Ward.

Pame nature has given her a

doctor's degree,
She fecures ev'ry patient, and

pockets each fee ;

So if you don't inftantly prove
her a cheat,

While fhe's in her chariot, you'll

trudge in the ftreet.

WARTON,
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'ARTON, THOMAS, pro-

feflbr of hiftory, fellow

of Trinity College, Oxford, poet-

laureat, and, in the opinion
of a learned critic, treated un-

juflly in this compilation.

Theonly drawback I can or wim
to make, from the antiquarian

acutenefs, the correct tafle, the

various and indifputable merits

ofTom Warton, was his tempt-

ing young men, from ftudies

which were to qualify them for

the fiipport of their future lives$

to frivolous attainments, luxu-

rious habits, and a fyftem

which he preached and praclifed

ib fuccefsi'ully himfelf,
t( to

laugh and grow fat." By his

powers of converfation, which

were wonderfully fafcin<.

beyond thole of any man I

ever knew, -and I am con-

vinced, without any view but

the natural one of receiving

and communicating pleafure, he

drew many a young man from

the thorny path of applica-

tion.

The jovial attic board thefun
ike feather, of good dinners,

anniverfaries, mufic meetings,

expeditions to Wallingford, Lon-

don, or Woodftock, and a

thoufand arts, of affording va-

riety to the dull famenefs of an

Oxford life, which Tom poflef-

led beyond molt men ; fuch

amufements were fair and con-

fiftent, in a profcflbr ofaccumu-
lated preferment, who had in his

time raifed no fmall contribu-

tions on the bookfellers. But

they were ruinous to thole who
had to make their way in the

world, with narrow fortunes ;

who were ill-qualfied to climb or

creep in law, phyfic, or divinity,

by their knowledge and at-

tention being confined or divert"

ed; to circulating a bon mot,

tranflating an antient black letter

infcription, determining, which,

college excelled in long corks, or

had a cook beft qualified for

'ferving up harrico of mutton-,

and hafhed calf's head.

During the latter years of his

life, warned by the fatal and

alarming cataftrophes of two of

his favorite companions, he felt

and acknowledged his erroneous

conduct ; when I confider the

good points in Tom's character,

I ani inclined to attribute the

faults I have alluded to, rather to

the fpirit of the times in which,

and of the perfons with whom
he lived, than to any obliquity of

defign, in the individual him-

fclf.

I have feen lines addrefied to

the fubject of this article, foon

after the change in his fyftem

and opinions ; the writer was a

young man, who exhibited early

proofs
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proofs of intellectual energy, but

fplit on the rock of mifapplica-
tion.

Miftaking what ought only to

be the amufernent of an idle

hour, for the bufinefs and occu-

pation of his life, he fo pafled
one half of his days, as to wholly

occupy the remainder in repen-
tant refle&ion, and bitter accu-

fation.

The poet began his addrefs

with lamenting, the mortifying
conclufion ofhis academic vifions,

which had been once gilded by
the morning ray of fanguine

hope ; he tells the laureat, that

his new advice is come too late,

that he found it very difficult to

confidcr that, as the wrong road,
which had been folong, fo gavly,
and fo fuccefsfully trod, by a man
of genius and high attainment ;

he then proceeds, in a meafure

nearly approaching to what has

been denominated doggrel :

But you tell me that to (bine as

a wit, is a jeft,

That one grain of low
cunning's

worth a tun of the reft

To fucceed in the world, and
that prudence and fenfe,

Secure a man fame, and friend-

mip and pence ;

While ill-fated genius you're

ready to fwear,

Builds chimaeras and caftles aloft

in the air;

And I'm tempted to think pru-
dence better by half,

Than wit, and a knack at making
folks laugh.

Great men ufe a bard, as rakes

ufe a whore,

When their end is obtairi'd,

they'll fee her no more :

Thus to poets like me, fome kindi

modern patron,
Gives his beef and his port, for

joking and
flatt'ring;

But when we retire, he feels no

concern,
If we fnore on a bulk, or fle%rt

in a barn.

Few are able or willing* like

fon I fear,

To allow a poor authdr three

hundred a year :

Or few will be found, tho' I'm
loth to obferve it,

Very few, who like Akenfide,

richly deferve it.

Come then, common fenfe, be a

friend to an elf,

Who alas is a foe to no man
but himfelf :

When the fever of gaming pof-
fefles his foul,

And love irrefiltible proffers the

bowl,
When faftiion and tafte whifper

both in his ear,

To live like a man with three

thoufand a year;

(Tho' his elegant ardors and

wifhes to curfe,
'

He
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He has fcarce ever more than ten

pounds in his purfej)

When Bacchus and Venus, thy

poet invite,

Do thou jog his elbow, to wilh

them good night:
When Mahometan White is

Coating due Eaft,

On the wings of poor Badcock,
who dy'd in the Weft

;

(Tho' Gabriel neglecting his

Bath pater-nofter,

Swears that White is himfelf an

Arabian Impo/ior ;)

When amateurs feeble are pre-
*

tending to chatter,

Of learning and tafte, yet know

nought of the matter;

When arm'd at all points great

Bellendine Parr,

'Gainft Curtis'j zeal wages claf-

fical war,

Of difputes long forgot, will be

fitting the refufe,

And re-publifh old pamphlets, for

the fake of a preface,

Kxcell all your Warburtons,

Jortins, and Hurds,
In fonorous expreffion, and ter-

rible words
;

Shon'd Gibbon thefecond obfce-

nities quote ?

And put them in Latin by way
of a note.

Or Julian praife, who threw out

iuch mabby taunts,

And boafted his beard with many
inhabitants ?

Shou'd this firft of h'iflorlans col-

lect from his ftores,

That Conftantine rais'd a reve-

nue on whores ?

Or declare with a grave philofo*

phical meeknefs,

Seduction and rape, an amiable

weaknefs ?

Teach me then my new guide
more precious than ruby,

To nod, fmile, and bow, on each

drivelling booby,
Let the roughnefs of fatire then

fmoothly be fill'd,

And preferment (hall call me her

favorite child.

But adieu to thefe trifles, from

joke I'll be parting,

Since you frown at fatirical

hints, my dear Warton,
And advife me to ftudy, in

White, Blair, and Jortin, J

And inftead of abufing great men
in my letters,

Like,you, get prefermentby flat-

'ring my betters :

Or the cudo-els take up againft

Gibbon unchriftian,

Under mild Horjley's banners,

that learned Philiftian,

Who arrows polemic fo keenly
doth try a-

'Gainft the grand innovator, un-

Prieflley Goliah.

I've try'd all thefe arts 'till in-

vention's cxtinguifird,

Call'd Moor independent, and

North a great linguift,

Said
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Said their brethren the bifhops
were one great example

Of piety, learning, and charity

ample j

I have raiPd againft fchifm,

prais'cl Grenville for wit,

I have bullied with Thurlow and

fiourifli'd with Pitt ;

I've attack'd a French writer,

who, neglecting his beads,

Obferves (while he fcatters here-

tical feeds)

Biftiops (horten commandments,
but lengthen their creeds.

All this I have done, arid what's

my reward ?

To preach faft a-fleep half Far-

ringdon ward,

To eat once a week the Church-

warden's mutton ;

Hear his wife and his daughter
retail city wit,

While Mils is fo narvous, me
can't eat a bit ;

Tho' I know all the time, fpite

ofmincing and munching,
She has eat fowl and ham by the

pound, for a luncheon :

Tempted ftrong by her cafh to

take for a wife,

What's fure to torment me the

reft of my life :

Thus for fad nafty mixtures, to

doctors we fend,

Tho' the ftomach revolts, yet our

habits may mend.

Thus to ftarve as a curate, I my
life muft devote,

Or marry a woman, who's juft

like a goat ;

Whofe beard on her chin grows
fo mockingly high,

That fhe wants a (harp razor,

much cftener than I ;

Her mother foft whifpers, as (he

helps me to gravy,

Ireully imagines our Polly wou'd

have you.
I once was in love, but how the

times alter,

Now Hymen's filk noofe, looks

to me like a halter
;

Muft I, once remark'd for an

elegant wi(h,

From turbot and falmon, fit down
to fait fifh?

Muft I, once fo bleft by the

Manciple's daughter,
Who amongft Oxford bucks

madefuchterrible {laughter?

Muft I, who have rifled a boforn

of fnow,

At laft feed in London on liver

and crow ?

Muft I, who admir'd a delicate

fkin,

Bed and board with a woman as

ugly as fin ?

Amonftcr, afcarecrow, by night
and by day,

To freeze all defire, fright paf-
fion away :

Who ferves her poor face (O
that cruel fmall pox)

As great auctioneers -ferve a vile

countr, bjx ;;

E'er



366 WARTON.

E'er the clay of falc comes, ev'ry

effort is try'd,

With whitewafh and plaifter, the

mud-wall to hide,

Yet the bidders all find, tho'

ply'd well with tokay,
The pleafure ground boggy, and

the ehimnies all fmoky.
The life of apeafanfcfar pleaianter

proves,

Contentment and health with

the woman he loves,

Tho' fortune denies him ra-

gouts and rich treats,

Delight gives a zeft to the morfel

he eats,

He awakes undifturb'd by ennui

or pain,

To charms which a monarch

wou'd figh for in vain ;

The vigor
of health infpirits each

kifs,

While Cupid and Hymen both

hallow the bliis.

Such once were my dreams,
when my mind us'd to rove,

On the arrow of Cupid, and Ve-
nus's dove

;

Is there not caufe enough for a

man to be forry at,

But the fubj-eft we'll quit, now
for you Mr. LAURF.AT :

You remember I promis'd I'd

take fhortly the freedom,

To fend you inuruftions, wou'd

you deign but to read 'em.

I have fent them at laft, but at

Trinity College,

You are fo full of antiques, and

of old gothic knowledge,
Of kuights-fees, of priefts, of

old books of mafs ;

Of old frefcoed walls, and otd

painted glafs ;

Of devoting your time to black

letter'd nonfenfe,

Which to read or to write has

been given up long fince.

As if it imported three half far-

thing candles,

Whether Alfred was chriften'd,

or his daughters worefandals;

If the heel of Achilles was im-

perfe&ly dipt,

Or if Milton, at Oxford, is the

laft who was whipt ;

Tho' Johnfon has try'd, like a

friend to our church,

To prove the republican tailed of

birch
;

Or to find by a lucky inquifitive

knack,
That Auguftus had never a fiiirt

to his back :

That Zenobia's eyes were black

as a floe,

That fhefcolded Longinus when

he trod on her toe ;

That queen Cleopatra was a fvvec*

charming linger,

Had a mole on her neck, and a

crooked fore -finger ;

That RICHARD the third, whom
we all fo abufe,

Was a goodJort oj man as ever

wore (hues.

On



WARTON. 367

On ,fubjefts like thefe, while For Norman minftrelfy, and ivy'd

you're folemnly preaching, towers,

I prefume on your patience, and Knight-errant tales, and Spenfer's

venture on teaching : fairy bowers,

But left by my verfe, I the In dulcet notes, and harmony
theme (hou'cl difgrace, divine,

My doggrel I'll quit, and alter Le* admonition point thy moral

my pace.
line*

Let thefe great truths, the cour-

INSTRUCTIONS to the LAUREAT. tier's chat o'erwhelm ;

When with your annual ode you
" A king of parties rules but

next rcfort,
half his realm,

Wou'd you for once but warble Or Whig or Tory, let true merit

truth at court; be,

By truth I mean, notbafe malig- The only badge of worthinefs to

nant rhymes, thee,

That (lander kings, and vilify the Pofleft of that, tho' not a finglc

times, vote,

That injure humble merit, pa- Chcrifh the ftranger in a thread-

tienl, meek, bare coat.

And force the tear down woman's 'Tis not to view a fleet with fails

lovely cheek, unfurl'd,

With coarfe invective the rude Of nightly trace the planetary

page adorn, world ;

And hold misfortune up to pub-
'Tis not with trifling mechanifm

lie fcorn. to play,

Now our lov'd king, whofe fate And wafte, in happy nicknacks,
- made nations groan, half the day;

Is firmly feated on fair reafon's 'Tis not with fervants, to throw

. throne, off reftraint,

Now let thy laurel'd mufe, fe- Here, Siddons, read, and leach

renely gay, good Weft to paint,

Pour truth's choice
gifts on this To faft and pray, to roll th' up-

aufpicious day, lifted eye,
Then future times, thy praifes Are what the verieft' bigot c.m

.mail rehearfe, fuppl}/ ;

And hail thee more than a mere 'Tis not to tempt by pageantry
man of verfe. and glare,

The
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The mobs huzza, the crowds un- As he departs, the fteward makes

meaning ftare,
his bow,

In thefe the bays from thee are Of all his goods and chattels maf ,

eafy won, ter now.

By pray'r and faft the bigot Phi- Your royal offspring, we admit,

lip fhone, demand

And while his Belgic regions Your loft iblicitude and rearing

flow'd with blood, hand,

A fawning clergy call'd him great Yet fubje&s are your children,

and good. who obey,

In ats like thefe thy fame can And claim ypur tendered love as

never live, wtllastheyj
For thefe are proofs that any man What if for us you had unlock'd

cou'd give. your ftore,

What though the nation haftily And rich yourfelf,
and fpar'd the

complies, real poor ;

With frequent mefiages, and Left us untax'd, a fliort liv'd

large fupplies : peace to prove,

Tho' often craving, ftill fo odd You have no cuufe to doubt your

your fate, people's love.

You beg of bankrupts, yet ac- Survey thy land, with pity's

cumulate. melting eyes,

Thus fome you'ng heir whom Devour'd with import, taxes*

wealthy fires have left, and excife ;

Of no one gift, but common Feel for their woes, thy private

fenfe bereft, favings give ;

Thoughtlefs and gay, expenfive Struggling; with want, in mifery

arts explores, they live
;

With glitt'ring gamblers, and Except the chofen few, in afflu-

Italian whores ; ence proud,
Newmarket betts, election con- Who fly to London's fafcmating

tefts dire, crowd,
And diffipation fet his foul on Leaving the haplefs villager a

fire ; prey
At laft reflection comes when all To pain and hunger through the

is fperit, tedious day.

And pofts him quickly to the To Cam and Ids turn a fearch-

Continent ; ing eye,

Oa
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On cither {lands a univerfity, Haftes to that living, he has pur-

Whcre old abufe fupports her chas'd dear,

drowfy reign,

And reafon cries reform, but

cres n van

And life devotes to doubt, fuf-

Penfc a"d fear.

Next view that church in which

There raw from fchool the beard- tllou art fupreme,

lefs frefh-man runs, Where bifhops flumber, deans

To drefs and freedom, fmg-fong,
and chapters dream ;

wine, and duns.

Pleafure's allurements he at firft

No airy vifions their's, like luck-

lefs bards,

repels,
TneY dream of gold, and wake to

But the bowl mantles, and his rich rewards
5

pulfe rebels; Here thofe \vho labor moft, are

Ungovern'd there, a copious paid the word
;

(lore he lays, The curate thin, with holy drud-

Of pangs repentant for his future

days.

Tutors and prolors, all in ruin

join,

g'ry curft,

Trembling, with hat in hand, he

fees from far,

The mitred prelate in his fplendid

They dare not frown, who help to car \

drink his wine
;

There hateful tythes from braw-

His eyes old coins inftead of bi- ny labor tear,

bles fearch, The hard-earn'd morfel of the

Hume and Voltaire prepare him fcanty year.

for the church ;
For a few weeks the pluralift may

At length amended by affliction's fport,

rod, But fpends his happier hours at

The man of fin^ becomes a man cards and court
;

of God. Leaving his curate to the ruftrc

A vacancy proclaim'c^ to ardent taunt,

hopes, Again ft church
livings he muft

A lonely Yellow he no longer ever want.

mopes 5 Fanatics, infidels, and tythcmen's
That metaphyficj that perplexing jars,

cre
,

ed
,

The parifli fill with hatred, vice,
Opprefs'd with debt, he figns, anc| wars>

but does not read
;

VOL. III. Yet
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Yet abfentces are not of ills the

worft,

Opprefs'd by reftdents, are doubly
curft

;

Behold yon pars'nage, where a

pallifade

And new made fafh, overlook the

border'd glade ;

Amiclft his flock, of ills to fill

their cup.

The reftor lives, he lives and eats

them up :

His rev'rence hear, in church-

men's rights how loud,

Deep learn'd in modus, and his

glebe well plough'd j

Thereftorfee, \vell ikill'din-

price of com,
Do fenfe and learning his

arch'd brow adorn ?

He was at college every fcho-

lar's fcorn :

But faith untainted, orthodox

fupplies

The want of other Chriflian qua-

lities.

What volumes thofe which

claim his conftant looks ?

No doubt a bible, and fome godly

books ;

A fmall miftake, look nearer,

you'll difcern

Blackftone, a Tra& on Tythes,

and Juftice Burn :

His WORSHIP dread, by his com-

mands abide,

The laws of God and man are on

his fide.

Here the poet takes occafion to

raife his voice againft uniting the

Juftice of peace with the clergy-

Man, a cuftom he olferves daily

gaining ground, lutfraught ivith

ferious evils , and too often arm-

ing the Little tyrant ofhisparijh t

with dangerous and irrefiftible

power ;
the laws of God and man

are called in tofup-port him
;

le-

Jides, the palm of the divine, be-

comes ly this means frequently

tarnijhed, ly the greafy paw of

thcfmuggler and the poacher.

Around his houfe the fcowling

fmugglers lag,

To leave the hare, or drop the

monthly keg.
Like old inquifitors, who preachM

the word,

He to the bible adds a two-edg'd
fword :

Him if on earth our gentle Sa-
"

viour fees,

Who mildly came difpenfing

joy and eafe,

He fcarce will think a minifter

of peace.

His furious tenets charity con-

found,

While Athanafian curfes echo

round.

Martyr of vice, and ruddy with

the bowl,

He ev'ry Lent ftills damns his

neighbour's foul ;

And
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And tho' religion, heav'nly

maid came down,
To foothe our forrows with a

heav'nly crown,
He turns this manna the Almigh-

ty fent

To curies, tyranny, and punim-
ment.

His deeds, his vain profeflion

clearly prove,

Forgot that new, that left com-

mand, to love.

If from his fold a wanderer

fhould creep,

And rational difienters catch the

(heep j

Wou'd the poor animal meet

hetter fare ?

His head, his heart, his fleece

wou'd fuffer there.

For Chriftian doctrine, and for

truths divine,

Where faith and works together

{hou'd combine,

Sceptic furmife and metaphyfic

play,

Whicl) hint and doubt the word

of God away ;

The Chriftian iyftem to our re-

lijh haftres,

Theology and politicks together
dafhes

;

" To an age refin'd, an age like

this we fee,

Forms of religion flhou'd adapted

be,

Improved, explained, a mere new
moral code,"

WAS IT FOR THIS THAT JE-

SUS SHED HIS BLOOD,
His PRECIOUS BLOOD; so MANY

MARTYRS DY'D ?

AH SURELY NO A SAVIOUR
CKUCIFY'D,

SHALL BE MY FAITH, OR
NONE.

And can we wonder that from

guides like thefe,

Who from religion banifli Chrif-

tian peace,

The crowd mifled (hou'd turn

their fickle eyes,

To fuperftition, rant, and mock-

eries ?

Thefe points demand thy care,

my royal fire,

Reform in thefe, thy people all

defire,

Except the (leek ecelefiaftic

moth,

Who will defert thee in the day
of wrath ;

Thefe and a fervile, bafe, infidi-

ous tribe,

With ftatefmen's quibbles,wou'd

thy reafon bribe,

Thefe hoary errors, keep at any
rate,

Calling religion, a mere wheel of

ftate.

Reform, my fire, ill all give thee

lafting fame,

And Patriot King (hall be thy fu-

ture name.

b 2 WAT-
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HENRY, the

fon of a Lincolnfhire

grazier, a clafs of men in whom
I have often experienced mild

manners, warm hofpitality, and

correb information, under a

rough exterior.

By diligence and fuccefs in his

fchool exercifes, particularly in

arithmetic, the fubject of our

prefent article, excited the hopes
of his parents and inftrucliors,

and at the age of fixteen, deferved

and obtained the patronage of

Mr. Whichcote, who was for

almoft forty years a worthy re-

prefentative for the county of

Lincoln.

This gentleman's intereft pro-
cured for him admiffion into the

academy at Woolwich, where lie

became thefcholar, and ultimate

ly the friend ofMr.ThomasSimp-
fon, an individual eminent in his

day, and remarkable for profound

knowledge, and abftra&ed reve-

ries, which at times wholly ab-

forbing his faculties, gave, to one

of the firft of our Englifli mathe-

maticians, the appearance of an

ideot and a dunce.

Mr. Watfon, at an early age,
received a commiffion in the

Corps of Engineers, and was
foon diftinguifhed for unremit-

ting induftry, and vigorous intel-

lect; he engaged in the moft

a&ive and perilous fervices of the

war of feventeen hundred and

fifty-fix,
affifted at the fiege of

Bellifle, and afterwards at the

taking of the Havannah.

It was in attacking the laft

of thefe places, that his quick

lighted energy considerably fa-

cilitated the capture of the

Mono CASTLE. This enter-

prize had been previoufly pro-

nounced by his affociates, as a

tedious and defperate bufinefs,

only to be accomplifhed by lap ;

a mode of proceeding tantamount

to defeat, in a climate, far more

deftrucYive than the fire of the

enemy.
"

I will engage to make a

practicable breach in four and

twenty hours, or perifh in the

attempt," were Watfon's words,

and although carried apparently
lifelefs to his tent during the

cannonade, he performed his pro-

mife.

On this occafion, he received

public thanks of the commander

in chief, Lord Albemarle, and

afterwards a flattering mark of

approbation from his fovereign,

at a crowded levee.

Considerably advanced in rank

as well as reputation, he accom-

panied Lord Clive to Bengal,
where his good intentions, and

well-dire&ed plans, are faid to

have been counteracted by
tf

par-

ty jealoufy and French intrigue;"

though
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though it is not eafy to conceive

how Gallic influence could pre-

vail in Englifh councils.
" The lame malignant fpirit,"

fays my authority, a warm and

partial friend or the gallant colo-

nel, and occasionally treading in

the fteps of the defenders of Mr.

Haftings,
ef the fame malignant

fpirit purfued his patron Lord

Olive, who was cenfured for fe-

verities always exercilld by con-

querors, more efpecially when
fuch fevcrities were the only
means of fecuring fafety to the

victors, and retaining what they
had acquired."

I appeal to the good fenfe and

integrity of the worthy writer,

whole words I quote, whether

there were not many corrupt and

unjuftifiable proceedings on the

part of Lord Clive, wholly un-

connected with the means of fe-

curing the fruits of victory. I

have been ready in various parts

of this collection,! have beenmore

than ready to do jufticc to the

merits and public fervicesof this

noble lord, I called him in one in-

fiance the faviour of our com-
mercial and territorial pofleffions

in the Eaft Indies; but there cer-

tainly were fpots in this eafteru

fun, which I {hall ever confider

it my duty, as a fervant of the

public,
to notice and to cenfure ;

although certain eminent writers

have acted differently.

But I return to Colonel Wat-
fon : thofe hours of retirement

and leifure, which Europeans in

India generally pafs in languor,

liftleflhefs, luxurious eafe, and

gentle inactivity, he devoted to

literary, fcientific, and other

ufeful purfuits, though not im-

mediately connected with the

military profeffion.

He felt and indulged a ftrong
bias towards every thing which

related to the fafety, health, ce-

lerity, and means of defending
or maneuvering a fhip ;

he

tranflated Euler's famous treatife

on that fubject, and received from

the ingenious author a fupple-
ment in manufcript, which does

not appear in the early French

editions
;
he planned, commen-

ced, and would have carried into

execution, extenfive and impor-
tant improvements in the foreign
docks of the Earl India compa-

ny, but his intentions, fays the

writer I have before quoted,
tf were again fruftrated by envy
and felfimnefs."

Without wifliing at all to de-

tract from the colonel's acknow-

ledged merits,! am enabled to fay,

on good authority, that his plans
for eftablifhing naval arfenals,

and enlarging our docks and

harbours in the Eaft Indies, how-
ever excellent, and clearly de-

monftrative of his zeal and ca-

pacity, were wholly incompatible
with
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with the deranged ftate of the

finances of the Eaft India com-

pany.
In perilling the materials to

which I am wholly indebted for

the prefent article, it was impof-
fible not to remark their tenden-

cy to irritation and complaint ;

I am ready to make fome allow-

ance for the conftitutional and

national warmth of the author, I

agree that his refentments were

derived from an amiable and ge-

nerous fource, and that the blincl-

nefs and ingratitude of the world,

and the general conduct of man-

kind towards their friends and

benefactors., too often juftify the

language of complaint.

Yet, a man who was able to

expend forty thoufaud pounds on

fpeculation, and who bequeathed

a fortune of near fifty thoufand

guineas to his natural daughter,

a fum wholly acquired in the

fervice ;
the friends and family

of a man fo circumftanced, can-

not with jultice or truth accufe

his employers of having been

niggardly, in remunerating his

fervices.

rAY TO KEEP HIM,
an old, but excellent

fong, quoted incorrectly in a

former article.

Ye fair marry 'd dames who fo of-

teii deplore,

That a lover oncehlefs'd, is a lo-

ver no more,

Attend to my counfel, nor blufh

to be taught,

That prudence muft cherifh what

beauty has caught.

The bloom ofyour cheek, and the

glance of your eye ;

Your rofes and lillies may make

the men figh,

But rofes and lillies and fighs

pafs away,

And paffion will die as your beau-

ties decay.

Ufe the man that you wed like

your favorite guittar,

Tho' mufic in both, they are both

apt to jar ;

How tuneful and foft from a de-

licate touch,

Not handled too roughly, nor

play'd on too much.

The fparrow and linnet will feed

from your hand,

Grow tame by your kipdnefs and

come at command ;

Exert with yourhufband the fame

happy fkill,

Their hearts, like your birds,

may be tam'd to your will.

Be gay and good-humor'd, com-

plying and kind ;

Turn the chief of your care from

your face to your mind ;

'TJS

\
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'Tis there that a wife muft her

conquefts improve,
And Hymen may rivet the fet-

ters of love.

'yyEDDERBURNE, ALEX-
ANDER, an advocate of

North Britain, who, after being
educated for, and pra&ifing at

the bar of that country, quitted
it in confequence of certain un-

pro\oked, illiberal, and unjufti-
fiable words, addrefled to him
from the bench.

Refolving not to fubmit to

that which he could not correct,

the fubject of our prefent a.Mi-le

left the court, to which he never

returned, with the following re-

ply ; "My lord, you have faid

that as a judge, which you dare

not juftir'y as a gentleman."
The fuiiy prefident, readier to

give offence, than to. apologize
for qr de : end it,was filent ; hefelt

he had ailed \vro:ig, but wanted

generofity and ftrength of mind
to acknowledge it; and this per-

fonal infult, difhonorable only to

the perfoii who was guilty of it,

was the firft caufe of our fortu-

nate lawyer's repairing to Lon*-

don.

On his arrival in England, he
enlifted under the banners of op-

pofition, and inch was his repu-

tation, his fpirit, or his zeal,

that the minifter of the day foon

found it nccefiary to fecure his

fervices ; he was appointed Soli-

citor-General, on the refigna-

tion or difmiffion of Mr. Dun-

ning, amidft the inve&ives and

groans of his party.

In a caufe which came on
foon after the appointment, his

political tergiverfation, received

a memorable dreffing from his

predeceflbr in office, who, not-

withrtanding his hoarfe guttural
utterance and everlafuag hems,
has feldom been equ?lled as a

pleader ; nor can the editor think

of orni<n;ion him at this diftnnt

period, without ftrong. emo-
tions of love, admiration, and

regret.

Mr. Wedderburne became,
not long after, the defender, and

what required no fmnll {hare of

ingenuity, the fuccefsial defend-

er of the firft Lord Olive, who
is faid to have feut him the title

deeds of a freehold eftate, for his

fee.

Having repeatedly incurred the

cenfure of verfatility for hi.s al-

ternate direliciion and fupport of

different parties, he ultimately

fteered h:s veffel into the wifhed-

for port, became Lord Lough-

borough, and fucceeded to the

higheft honors ambition could

aim at, or regal patronage be-

ftow.

It is for the purpofe of no-

ticing and confidering the charge
of political verfatility, fo often

pro-
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produced againft him, that I

grace my page with his lord-

Ihip's name ;
this tafk I feel my-

felfmore particularly called on

to perform, becaufe at a certain

time, I bellowed forth moft vo-

ciferoufly on the fubjecl:, with

more violence and perfonality,

than was confident with decen-

cy or juflice; an error which I

readily confefs. On this fub-

jecl:
I crave my reader's indul-

gence for a few minutes.

To refift the minifter of the

crown whenever he palpably and

unneceflarily deviates from refti-

tude, economy or the principles

and fpirit of the Englim conili-

tution ; to keep in referve and

occasionally to hold forth to the

executive branch, a refource,

a great body of intellect, honor,

and integrity, whenever info-

lence, obliquity, or ignorance,

(hall render a change of the

king's fervants neceflary ',
alter-

nately, impartially, and difinter-

eftedly to defend and define the

rights of the fubjeft and the pre-

rogative of the crown ;
to be

equally inimical to regal and de-

mocratic tyranny ;
to be unful-

lied and intrepid guardians'of the

public purfe; to fee that the

treafures of the country (hall be

poured forth only on occafions

which imperioufly demand them ;

but at the lame time, and on the

unerring principle, that public

welfare is the iupreme law, to

take efpecial care, in the great

and tremendous queftions of

peace or war, that no unworthy

facrifices of future intereft, ho-

nor, and fecurity, mall be ramly,

timidly, or unguardedly made ;

that no bafe and ignominious

conceffions, conditions, or ftipu-

lations be admitted, merely to

purchafe the (hort-hved, preca-

rious, and perifliable
meed ot

tranquillity, which may be dif-

fipated in a moment by infidious

profligacy, and leave us amidft

the ruins of our cities, towns,

and ftrong holds, to be curfcd

and execrated by generations yet

unborn : for thefe reafons, and

on thefe and other important oc-

cafions, a parliamentary oppofi-

tion is and may be highly ufeful

and neceflary, to the happinefs

and profperity of a country.

But if every man, who on

a few fpeculativc unimportant

points, has occafionally differed

in opinion with a minifter, is, for

the remainder of his life to pur-

fue him with unabated malignity

and perfonal rancour ; if, in fpite

of expediency, jullice, truth, or

common fenfe, and in the mean

hope of fucceedingto hispoft,and

providing for a train or' hungry

dependants, he isindifcriminately

to oppofe every meufure of the

man who has once been his

antagonift, however calamitous
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the fituation of the country, or

urgent the call for unanimity,
and zealous co-operation ;

I can-

not conceive a more iniquitous

perverfion of the name and de-

fign of a minority.

As we are on the fubjecl: of

oppofition, will Mr. *****
par-

don a (hort addrefs.

It is impoffible for any man
to deny the fuperiority of your
diurnal Ion louche, your poli-

tical acutenefs, your point, your

humor, and your wit ;

Micas, velut inter ignes luna

minores.

but on the fcore of propriety,

patriotifm, and expediency,many
of your friends and well-wifhers,

amongft whom the editor is anx-

ious to preferve a place, have

their doubts of your taking the

proper ground.
Situated as we are., and with

ourexiftcnce threatened by a ra-

pacious ufurper, who calls in to

his aid, perjury difguifed by dif-

fimulation, and fraud enforced

by power ;
is it right, is it rea-

fonable foranyEnglimman, more

particularly for one pofletfed of

Mr. *****' s parts, property and

reputation, to call our
refitting

plunderers and affaffins a ridicu-

lous war; is it policy, juflice,pru.
dence or common fenfc, to de-

ride our refources, and magnify
tboie of the enemy; to coyer

columns after columns with bor-

rowed declamations againft mili-

tary exertions, fo honorable to

the heads, the hands and the

hearts of all concerned ?

, JANE, a wo-
man tried and condemned

for witchcraft at Hertford in the

year feventeen hundred and

twelve,

This abfurd verdict was given

againft the opinion of the learned

judge; he told the jury that

young and not old women were

witches.

On this occafion Mr. Bragge,
incumbent of the parifh in which

the prifoner refided, declared,
" That on the faith of a clergy-

man, he believed Jane Wenham
to be a witch." " On the faith

and credit of a judge," replied

the magiftrate, "I take you to

be no conjurer."
The old woman was fayed

from the malignity of vulgar pre-

judice, by the falutary interpo-
fition of the crown.

,JOHN, though
not abfolutely the found-

er of his feel, an early, a confi-

derable, and zealous methodift

preacher,
who appears to have

(elected, with fagacity, his reli-

gious fyftem from the Catholic,

Geneva, Lutheran, and Mora-

vian churches.
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By courting perfecutiou, and

inviting contempt, (with him, a

favorite tenet) he fuccefsfully

worked on a powerful paffion in

the human breaft, which concili-

ates us more readily to thofe,

who pra&ifing; or affecting the fins

and infirmities common to our

nature, place themfelves on a

flattering level with the common
herd of mankind, whofe pride is

wounded, and refentment ex-

cited, by a prefumptupus preten-

fion to manners more correct,

and conduct more perfect, than

their own.

On this foundation ftone of

felf degradation, he reared a

ftruclure of popularity, fanatic

defpotifm, influence, and chari-

table contribution, which, falling

little fhort of the fplendid pin-

nacles of Dominick and Ignatius,

promifes to fa1' exceed them in fta-

bility and duration.

During his infancy, a houfe

in which he was fleeping being
on fire, the child was fnatched

from the bed with much diffi-

culty, and narrowly efcapcd

burning. Ex igtie ( ercptus,

he happily applied to himfelf;

and this brand cauaht from the
< -

iire, afterwards proved a zealous,

nfeful, and, I believe, a con-

fcientious well-meaning man.

It has been lamented, that I

c'.o not join the cry again ft the

enthufiafm and rant of metho-

difm. But while we have fo

many carelefs clergymen, I fee

no medium for the lower ranks

of matkiml to obferve, between

a total direhclion of religious du-

ties, or their tollowinp-, what I

readily agree they too often prove,
blind guides.

Yet, with all its evils, and

with various ahfurdities, metho-

dilrn has been found effectual in

purifying the vulgar, and amend-

ing the mob, who require other

motives, and inftruments more

powerful than reafon and com-
mon fenfe, to alarm, to rouze,

and ftimulate their hopes and

fears.

A fcore or two of weak-head-

ed people hanging or drowning
themfelves, and a dozen or two

lufty hazards, got by their vigo-
rous paftors in an unguarded

moment, is furely purchaiing, at

a cheap rate, regularity of man-

ners, peace, and order, among
our hewers of wood and drawers

of water.

Mr. Weftley diffufed among a

delpcrate, a dangerous and dege-
nerate race of men, in the neigh-
bourhood of Brifiol, a love of de-

cency and religious knowledge ;
a

praiJe-worthy and meritorious

work, often attempted in vain.

To Ipread o'er American wilds,

order and civilization j to pour
on the aftonifhed mind of the

iavage cannibal, gofpcl truths.;

to
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to bend untutored ignorance to

faith or acquiefcence, have fig-

nalized the martyr, and canoniz-

ed the faint. Yet I am of opi-

nion, that greater difficulties

prefent themfelves to the re-

claimer of a European, wallow-

ing in filthy iniquity, and obftt-

nately perfifting in furly igno-
rance.

The man who attempts to co-

erce and reftrain habits fo invete-

rate, and paffions fo furious ; and

to teach animals fcarcely fufcep-
tible ofany pleafure, but the moft

grofs fenfual gratification, has ob-

ftacles to furmount, unknown to

an inftructor of the firnple, but

unpolluted fons of nature.

Pafling on a certain occafion a

confiderable thoroughfare, I was

a fpectator of the different treat-

ment preachers of the gofyel

experience, in different filua-

tions,

Being flopped by a crowd, the

voice and zeal of an itinerant

holder-forth, excited my atten-

tion. I littened to his extempore

harangue, which was animated,

jfenfible, and well delivered ; his

efforts were fervent, his language

clear, and his arguments, drawn

from heaven and hell, death and

judgment, were affecting.

The multitude was motionlefs

and filent, when two beadles

made their appearance, fuddenly

jaid hands on the preacher, and

led him off (I think illegally) in

difgrace.

From the fame fpot, a boy

might have thrown a (lone againft,

a church, which affords a fine-

cure of eight hundred pounds a

year to a young Oxonian, who is

an excellent mot, and rides the

beft gelding in a neighbouring

county.
It was the fate of Mr. Weftlef

to come under the la(h of Dr.

Warburton, who, in his Doctrine

of Grace, after what has been,

called horfe-play, fays, that tha

devil acted as midwife to Weft-

ley's new-born babes.

In this, and other works of

the Bifhop of Gloucefter, there

is too much levity for a bifliop,

and too much uncharitable abufe

for a Chriftian.

The following bold apoftrophe
occurs in one of John Weftley's

productions,
f< If I leave at my

death ten pounds above my debts,

and the little arrears of my fello\v-

(liip, let every one bear witnefs

againft me, that Hived and died,

a thief and a robber." The

pofthumous flate of his finances,

eftabliflied the-truth of this de-

claration.

Part of a hymn on a female

finner, juft expired, written by
this apoftle of methodifm, is

worth recording ; it once made
a ftrong irnprefiion on me, and

diffufed a pleafing, and I hope
an
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an improving raelanchoty overmy
mind, on hearing it recited by

one, whom I have not often

heard without emotion, and

feldom without amendment. To
this lady , and the companion of

her life, this collection is confide r-

ably indebted, and the editor of

it dill more, for many of the

^.pleafanteft,
and fome of the moft

ufcful hours he ever pafied.

The following are Weftley's

affecting Stanzas.

Ah r lovely appearance of death !

What fight upon earth is foO i

fair ;

JSot all the gay pageants that

breathe,

Can with a dead body com-

pare;

With folemn delight I furvey

A corpfe when the fpirit is

fled,

In love with its beautiful clay,

And wiming to lie in its

ftcad.

The wanderer's head is at reft,

its achings and throbbings are

o'er,

That quiet,
immoveable breaft,

Is heav'd by affliction no

more.

This heart is no longer the feat

Of fickiK'fs, of forrow, and

pain,

It ccafes to flutter and beat,

It never fhall flutter again.

Thofe lids (he fo feldom cou'd

clofe,

By forrow forbidden to fleep,

Seal'd up in eternal repofe,

Have ftrangely forgotten to

weep.

It has been (hrewdly faid, by
the fubject of the prefent article,

in his Obfervations on the His-

tory of England (for he was led

by the verfatility of genius, to

hiftory and phyfic, as well as di-

vinity) that the family of the

Steuarts never had, at any time,

a right to the Englifli crown.

He fupports this aflertion from

the circumftance of Ifabella,

confortof King John, being the

wife of another man, the Count

de la Marche, at the time the

king married her, which certain-

lv bafturdized her children by

John. But even John himfelf

had no right,
for prior to him

was Matilda, from whom King

George the third is lineally de-

fccndcd.

The Primitive Phyfic of Mr.

Weftley had the merit of good

defign, but venturing out of his

depth, in a fubject,
on which he

truftcd to exploded receipts and

fimtaftic whim, rather than judi-

cious authors, or actual obfcrva-

tion 3
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tion
;
fome of his remedies are

ineffectual, too many highly

dangerous, and the work laid him

open to the attack of a vigorous

afiailant.

A modern writer, who adds the

energy of truth to good poetry,

has paid the honed tribute of

well-earned praife, to a man who

fpent a long and active life in

the fervice of his fellow crea-

tures.

RoundWeftley's urn no fanguine
laurels bloom,

No widow's curfes murmur on

his tomb ;

No blood-dain'd fpectres haunt

his parting hour,

Grin round his bed, and o'er his

pillow low'r ;

No butcher'd orphan glares in-

dignant by,
To fcare the (lumbers from his

clofing eye,

But peace comes fmiling with a

feraph's wing,
And deals the barb from death's

relenting ding.
To his lad hour, the good man's

meed is given,
APPROVING CONSCIENCE, AND

APPROVING HEAVEN !

With all the warmth that geniusG
cou'd impart,

He pour'd the living precept on

the heart
j

Confol'd the feeble, and con-

firm 'd the
ftrong-,

And led the timid fearlefsly

along ;

Grief, licknefs,, forrow, want, his

bounties (har'd,

And needy worth was fure of its

reward.

Not even avarice, the vice of

age,

Clouded the ludre of his life's

lad dage ;

Rich in the treafure of a feeling

mind,
He knew no good but that of all

mankind.

\ITHAT ARE WE DO-
ING ? A natural and

ufeful quedion, in the mouth of

every man we meet, to which an

obvious and eafy reply may be

made.

After an armed truce, and

peace without fecurity, we are

again at war with France, whofe

territorial acquisitions, and popu-
lation are too great for the fafcty

and repofe of Europe ; t,o that

empire, already too powerful,
have been added the maritime

provinces, navigable rivers, drong

holds, wealthy cities, and flqu:-

rifliing towns of Flanders,

which have been for many cen-

turies the mart for Englifh manu-

factures j
a valuable and regu-

lar vent for the productive com-

mercial genius of Great Britain.

Vaft indeed, and rapid have

been the drides of that military

republic-,
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republic, or rather that repub-
lican monarchy to the univerfal

empire of Lewis the fourteenth,

to prevent which our anceftors

bledjNaflau contrived, and Marl-

borough conquered in vain.

Such are the refources of the

foe we have to encounter ; yet

thefe and other evils we now ex-

perience, might have been pre-

sented in the reign of Queen
Anne ;

to determine preciiely

whofe fault or whofe crime it

was, at that interval of culpable

negligence or perfidious corrup-

tion, would require, and has

required, a voluminous difcuf-

iion.

It however, does not admit of

a doubt, but, that, at the period

of which I fpeak, the wild bull

might have been ham-ftrung,

the maniac might, and mould

have been everlaftingly crip-

pled.

When we confidcr the paft,

and behold the prefent ftate of

France ; the Revolution in that

country, although commenced

and carried on, under other

colors, appears to have been a

deep-laid icheme for corrupting

the principles, difturbing the in-

ternal tranquillity, i'ubverting the

conftitution, and fcizing the

commercial advantages of Eng-
land.

The infidious plan for llowing

up this country (I quote the

words of a Frenchman) and for

carrying into execution a deadly

lut pacific warfare, with the

fources of our happinefs, was

dictated by ambition, felfiihnefs,

French aggrandizement, and

French vanity ;
but good faith,

humanity, gratitude
and com-

mon honefty, were wholly ban-

i flied from it.

Such being the generous policy

laid down and adopted by our

enemy 3 that of difarming us by
a hollow truce, and fapping the

Iprings of our wealth and nation-

al energy, by hoftile commercial

enactments, war is clearly our

fafeft, our only refource.

But, is every man in the king-
dom prepared to contribute fif-

teen millings in twenty out of

all he poflefffs ? Are we quali-

fied owe and all, and if qualified,

are we inclined to moulder the

mufket ? Is there a fpirit of co-

operation and contribution pro-

portionate to the magnitude of
their /take, in the more wealthy
and elevated claflfes of fociety ?

Undue alarm, and torpid in-

fenfibility fhould be avoided ;

but he who looks boldly in the

face ofdanger, is bell able to op-

pofe it.

Whatever be our fate, the

part we have acted, and /till

have to aft, is honorable to the

fpirit and refources of the coun-

try j on every fliorc, and on every

fea,
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fea, our campaigns have been

brilliant and fuccdsful ;
invinci-

ble armies fubdued, whole fleets

destroyed, or reluctantly wafted

into our ports. Victory abroad,

at 'home profperity, peace and

plenty ;
is it ridiculous Mr.

***** to have procured and

to defend fuch important blef-

lings ?

Whilft the kingdoms of Eu-

rope have been humbled, dif-

membered, or fraternized, and

the German empire is triturated

into impalpable powder by Gal-

lic empiricifm j
Great Britain,

dignified, firm, and ferene in

confcious fecurity, and eminent-

ly afcemling in the feale of poli-

tical importance, mounts in

the whirlwind, and defies the

ftorm.

But it is not only as Britons

fighting for our God, our king,

and our country, that we mall be

diftingnifhed in after ages; the

part we have afted as Chriftians,

as men whofeel what they pro-

fefs, has been allb glorioufly

confpicuous.

With many near and urgent/

claims on our charity and bene-

volence at home, we received,

we hofpiiably received ten thou-

fand miferable fugitives, from

the diffipated repentant prince,

to the humble cure ; forgetting

antient prejudice, and prefent

hoftilitv, we {heltered them

from murderers and robbers, we
treated them with liberality and

kindnefs.

With fo many rational fources

of folace and fatisfaction, why
or wherefore mould we defpair ;

peace with the barbarians had

paralyfed our commerce, which

already feeling the energy of the

fon of the illuftrious Chatham,
i's rapidly reviving ; the ocean is

covered with our fhipping, and

the timid Gaul, if he ventures

with his invincible flotilla only

to the mouth of his harbour, is

in a moment involved in fiery

deftrution ;
-fo may he pe-

rifh, and his councils perim with

him !

TftTHAT BOOKS SHALL I
VV READ? a queftion often

afked, but feldom fatisfa&o-

rily anfwered ;
it was put to

Mr. Pope by the ingenious

Doctor Young, when the poet
was preparing himfelf for ordi-

nation.

In a moment of frolic, the

tranflator of Homer, replied
" Thomas Aquinas." Young,
in the fimplicity of his heart, and

not yet a courtier, thinking his

friend in earneft, immediately

purchafed the works of the au-

thor he recommended, and re-

tiring to his clofet, devoted him-

felf wholly to ftudy.

It was foon ob Served,. that the

author
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author of the Night Thoughts
did not appear us ufual among
his friends; and Pope calling

at his lodgings, discovered him

wading up to his neck in Aqui-
nas ; a hearty laugh took place,

and but for this lucky explana-

tion, an interefting poet, and a

good parifli prieft, would have

been lofl to the world.

Sir Richard Blackmore, when

a medical lludent, made a fimi-

lar application to Sydcnham,
who recommended Don Quixote;
whtther he followed the doctor's

advice is not recorded; yet I

think if he had perufed, felt, and

properly tafted that fine vein of

folemn ridicule, fo exquifitely

fketched by Cervantes, who pof-

iefles the rare art of telling the

mod laughable (lories, with fea-

tures unmoved ; it might have

prevented Blackmore devoting
fo much time, and wafting fo

much ink and paper, to the en-

chantments of Merlin, the he-

roic Arthur, and his puiflfant

knio'hts ; it would have favedO *

him from the fatirical, (hafts of

Pope, and the injurious, becaufe

unmerited, panegyric of Dr.

Johnfon.

Although fo much has been

Jaid and fung, to the difparage-

nient of Blackmore, and his

niufe; if not a good poet, he ap-

pears from cotemporary and tra-

ditional evidence to have been

what is a far more praife-worthy,
and important character, a fincere

Chriftian, and a good man
;
a

confcientious difcharger of the
p

duties of private life; humane,
and charitable, with a wife of

fimilar difpofitions.

Aflbciating rarely with gay
and elegant circles, they pafled
the lalt years of life, as moft

rational beings would wifti to

pafs them, in tranquillity and

retirement, preparing for the

great journey we all muft take;
Sir Richard had probably found

his mufe, a pleafant fire-fide

companion, after his medical fa-

tigues, and as every man is at

times inclined to mount ahobby-

borfe, perhaps an aerial pegafus,
is the leaft expenfive, and under

the 'guidance of difcretion, as

little mifchievous as any.

Inftrutions as to the proper
method of fludying have often

been given, and catalogues of

hooks which young men ought
to read, have frequently been

made
;

in the prefcnt ftate of

literature, it would be highly

defirable, to have a lilt of books

which need not, or ought not to

be read.

Such an index expurgatorious,

would be ufeful in forming a

modern library, and is indeed

become abfolutcly neccfiary for

the direction of the common
clafs of readers, who are per-

petually



WHAT WORK A WIFE SHOULD DO. 385

petually miftaking compilations
for original works, and for want

of proper guides, inrlead of go-

ing to the fountain head for in-

formation and amufement, fome-

tnnes quaff from muddy, and

fometimcs from unwholefome

ftreams.

A catalogue raifomie nearly

anfwering this defcription, was
once attempted by the late Mr.

Patterfon, a man to whom mo-
dern collectors in this country
are under confiderable obliga-
tions.

I have fomewhere feen propo-
fals for executing a plan of this

kind addreffed by a fociety of

learned men, in one thoufand
feven hundred and thirty-four,
to that illuftrious patron of lite-

rature, the Marquis Scipio Maf-
faei

; but a project, which pro-

perly executed, would have laid

open, and at one view, all the

fources of original information,

produced by a
lirange fatality,

a moft violent paper war
; the

various departments of
learning,

were to have been allotted to the

different perfons aceording w the

nature of their purfuits and quali-
fications

; but for want of union
and concord, the whole, except
the profpectus of which I fpeak,
which was well" drawn, fell to
the ground.

VOL. III.

>HAT WORK A
WIFESHOULD

DO," extracted from a book of

hufbandry, publiflied in the ear-

ly part of the fixteenth century.
If a man had prefumed to hint

to the late Mrs. Woolftoncroft,
that a married woman who fol-

lowed thefe directions, mi^ht be* O
as happy in herfelf, and as ufeful

a member of fociety, as one

formed upon her plan, and ex-

hibited in a certain fingular, and

very reprehenfible book, publifh-
ed fince her death j the bare fup-

pofition would probably have

produced a fneer from the he-

roine, and a contemptuous
frown in the philofopher, who
in the memorial he has left of

his deceafed wife, has palpably

overleaped the boundaries of de-

corum and good fenfe : perhaps
the leeptie who is for difcufiins;

and unveiling every thing, had

in his mind the fen tintent of a

certain poet, and was of opinion
that he was

" Never fo fure our wonder to

create,

As when he touch'd the bounds

of all we hate."

But the old fauhioned doctrine

of domettic duties, and female

occupations, rauft not be for-

gotten,

c c When
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l{ When firft thou awake ft in

the morning, lift up thy heart and

voice in thankfulnefs to God
who made thee; thus calling to

mind thy Maker at thy early

rifing, thou {halt fpced better for

it the reft of the day.
"
Having arrayed thyfelf as

becometh a decent houfewife,

fweep thy houfe and drefs thy

difli-board, and fee that all things

be fet in due order within and

without, that the kine be milked,

the calves fucklecl, and the milk

ikhmtied j then let the young
children be taken up, warned

right wholefomely all over them

in fpring water, combed and

kirtled, and fit down with thy

family to break fa ft.

" Corn and malt muft be order-

ed for the mill, and that thou have

ihy meafure again, mete it to and

from the miller, who elfe will

not deal truly with thce
j

or thy

malt will not be dried as it fhould

be.
" Thou muft make butter and

chcefe according as the weather

nrgeth, and the cows fill the

clifhes
;

the fwine muft be ferved

morning and evening, not for-

getting the poultry j
and when

the time of year cometh, thou

wilt take good heed how thy

hens, clucks., and gcefe, do lay j

gather up their eggs diligently,

and when they wax broody, let

them right cunningly, fo that

neither beaft, fwine, nor vei*min

hurt or molcft them j all whole

footed fowls thou knoweft will

fit a month, and all cloven-foot-

ed fowls, three weeks, except

pea-hens, turkies, cranes, and

buftards.

"
I advife thee earneftly to

remember well one thing j
when

in winter time, that the days be

fhort and the evenings long, and

thou fitteft by the lire, and haft

fupped, coniider in thy mind,
whether the w-orks that thou and

thy maidens do, are of advan-

tage equal to the fire and candle,

the meat and the drink that they
confume ; if not, go to thy bedj

fleep, and be up by time to

breakfaft before day-light, that

thou mayeft have all the day

before thee entire, to thy bufi-

nefs.

" In the beginning of March
it is time for a wife to have ait

eye to her garden, and to get as

many good feeds and herbs as

(he can for the pot and the plat-

ter
;

in March alfo is the feafon

to low flax and hemp, it needeth

not for me to fliew how it fliould

be fown, weeded, pulled, water-

ed, dried, beaten, broken, tawed,

hackled, fpun, wounden, warp-
ed and wove, for in fuch mat-

ters peradvcnture, thou art better

inftructed than me.

It is my bufinefs to obferve,

that altl -ugh a woman cannot

wholly
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wholly and altogether get her

living honeftly by the diftaflf,

yet it mould always be ready
for a paftime ;

it ftoppeth many
unemployed gaps, and pro-
videth articles, both for bed

and board, for which hard money
muft otherwife go forth from thy
hufband's purfe there be fpinf-

ters as well as wives, who make
it a matter of confcience, never

to buy meets, body-clothes, tow-

els, fhirts, fmocks, and fuch like.

"
It is a wife's occupation to

winnow all manner of corn, and

to keep a watchful eye, that the

day-labourers and out-dwellers,

bring not with them, nor carry
forth nor conceal their pokes

(bags) which under a pretence
of holding their bottle and

fcrip, only ferve to lower the

heap on the barn floor.

te Tt is a wife's occupation to

wafh and to wring, or to fee

well after and be among them,
that the foap and fire-wood be

not made wafte of; to be briflc

at harveft, and in time of need,
while the coppers are boiling the

provifion, to help her hufband
load the waggon or the cart ; to

go or ride to market, and fell her

butter, cheefe, eggs, chicken,

geefe, and pigs ; to purchafe all

neceflary things, arid to make
a true reckoning and account
thereof to her hufband, when
Ihe returns."

To addrefs the above homely
directions indifcriminately, to

women of all ranks, would be

caricaturing advice, and con'-*

verting wholefome rules, into

ironical ridicule.

Yet, if the majority of our

young women of fcanty expecta-

tions, would not fix their eyes f'o

fteadily as for the moft part they

do, on the more elevated and

wealthy clafles of fociety, whom
they vainly and ruinoufly attempt
to imitate

5
if in their views,

their education, their habits,

their drefs, and their manners*

they could happily be prevailed

on to attend more to domeftic

duty, and lefs to trifling amufe-

ment, and ornamental accom-

plimment; if they could be con-

vinced that to make a pudding
or a ihirt, or even their own

gowns, is a fpecies of knowledge
rather more ufeful, than dancingD
a minuet, talking bad French, OP

fpoiling a piano forte; we might
in that cafe hope to fee gradually

diminifhed, that mockino- and

enormous mafs of venal beauty,
which renders our pafling the

ftreets, after a certain hour, dif-

treffing to our feelings, hazard-

ous to the morals, and injurious

to the health of the rifing gene-
ration.

Women, indeed, formed on the

narrow, unphilofophic plan, here

aimed at, would probably not

c c 2 reach
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reach that criterion of abfolnte

perfection and equality, fought
after and expefted byMrs.Wool-
ftoncroft, they perhaps would in

fome refpes, come under the do

fcription of what {he calls domet ic

drudges ; furely a more definable

ftate, than being drudges to in-

famy and prostitution.

Women thus educated and

thus inftructod, would probably

revolt, at living as concubines

with one man, or at indulging

warm wifhes for another, the

hufband of a friend ; they would

not only fubmit to ftated returns

of religious worfliip without re-

pugnance, but would feize with

eagernefs and pleasure every op-

portunity of pouring forth their

hearts in gratitude and adoration

to the Almighty Creator of the

univerfe.

:
When their laft hour was

come, as reasonable beings, fen-

fible of their frailties and faults,

they would naturally caft an

anxious eye towards that world

unknown ; they would neither

defire nor deferve the panegyric

of a modern philofopher ; by

quitting a fcene of trial, and

temptatiori, on which eternal

happinefs, or eternal mifery de-

pended, with cold indifference, or

fupprefled anxiety.

HAT MUST YOUNG
WOMEN DO ? A quef-

tion occurring at the one hun-

dred and ninth page of my firft

volume, and mcceeded by the

following words ; cuftom forbids

their making overtures to men ;

they cannot, however heartily

they may wifti it, get married

when they pleafe.

Indeed it is importable to vifit

a theatre, a church, or a water-

ing place without remarking the

number of agreeable women,
nine tenths of whom will wafte

their fweetnefs in the defert air.

If this is an evil, which per-

haps admits of doubt, a reme-

dy for it has been peremptorily
demanded of me, by a lady, who
fometimes reads, and fometinies

writes for this compilation.
If it is an evil, to have a num-

ber of pleafantwell-dreffed mem-
bers of fociety, who make good

daughters, good filters and ex-

cellent aunts, the only remedy

is, that the young women in

queftion mould form their habits,

their drefs, and their manners,
to that clafs of fociety which can.

marry.
The female who is determined

never to wed without a carriage,

a town and country houfe, See.

8cc. mould recollect, that there are

about half a million of loth fexes

of the fame opinion, and that

in fuch a lottery, the prizes are

few} indeed, I have known force

of thefe nice calculating damfels,

who
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who fancied they had fuc-

ceeded, make miferable unhappy
wives.

But for a woman who is fatis-

fied to accept a man's hand from

the middle ranks of life, who pre-

fers comfort to fplendor, and in-

ternal peace to external ihew,

who can fubmit to pafs an hour

or two every day in her kitchen,

make a pudding for her hufband,

and mend his ftockings without

flying into hyftericks ; a woman
who is fatisfied with a treat once

in a year or two at Margate or

Brighton, but isjufl as well plea-

fed and much happier with the

arm of a man fhe loves, up Con-

ftitution-hill, round Kenfington

gardens, and fometimes a focial

Jhake to Richmond
j

a woman
fatisfied with thefe fimple but

real pleafures, unlefs ihe has

fome intolerable defefts of body,
mind or temper, may in my
opinion, get a hufband any day
of the week, if (he als with

common prudence and difcre-

tion.

JOHN, an

orthodox divine of the

church of England, re6lor of a

parifh in the county of Cornwall,

the name of which I find it ex-

tremely difficult either to write

or to pronounce, and author of a

Hiftory of Manchefter, which

ought rather to have been called,

occafional remarks on the general

ftateof Britain, under the Romans
and Saxons, as it fwellsfar beyond
the legitimate bulk of a local

hiftory, in fize, extenfive range,

and diverfified fubjecl:4

This learned and animated

writer is a ftrong mannerijl, if

we may be allowed to apply a

painter's expreffion to a literary

man.

Were one of his productions
to be copied by a Chatterto-

nian artift, on old parchment,
and in the character, phrafe,
and obfolete expreffion of other

times ;
were it to be immured

in an old cheft, or buried in the

recefles of Herculaneum, and at

a proper feafon to be produced
with the cobwebs, mouldinefs,

and venerable ruft of antiquity,
I could inftantly difcover the

Manchefter hiftorian, by his deep

learning, acute refearch, etymo-

logical fldll, and what is not al-

ways united with them, his flow-

ery ftile and rhetorical flourifh,

but more than all, byhisdecifive
tone and plaufible dexterity, in

referring all evidence, direct,

collateral, or by implication, to

the confirmation of his own hy-

pothefis.

In - one of his publications,

Mr. Whitaker fupports with

pertinacious ingenuity, the doc-

trine of a Trinity, in a manner,

according to his own account,
a

equally
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(f
equally new and juft, con-

firmed by a train of hiftorical

reafoning, comprehenfwe in
1

its

fcope, and decifive in its effi-

cacy."
Readers at all in the habit of

indulging doubt or enquiry, will

naturally wifh to know, what

mode of reafoning or what evi-

dence has enabled the Cornifh

rector to decide, as it were by
mathematical demon ftration, a

qaeftion which has proved a

iource of perplexity or bitter al-

tercation to many great and

many good men,

lie afierts, that the Trinita-

rian myftcry
<f derives its origin

from the antient Hebrews, who

received it from their anceftors,

the Patriarchs, and retained it

through every period of their

luftory, till the coming of the

iVeffiah."

One of the principal founda-

tions on which he refts his hy-

ppthefis, is, that the Almighty,
fpeaking in the fir ft perfon, in

the book of Genefis, makes ufe

of the pronoun and its relative,

in the plural number,
" WE

vvill make man alter OUR own

image:" yet this proof fo fatis-

factory to its triumphant pro-

ducer, and imputed by many to

the idiom of an Oriental lan-

guage, has not appealed the

anxieties of the fcrupulous.

For this and other peculiari-

ties, I have heard him cenfured,

in words applied by him to.

David Hume, with a little alter-

ation; they poffefled very differ-

ent qualities, but had they been

compounded by fome miraculous

or chymical procefs, into one

man, the terlium quid, would

have been an excellent and fault-

lefs writer, each of them poflef-

fmg in an eminent degree, what

the other wanted.
11 He is too fanguine to be

confident, too fond of a favorite

hypothefis to be accurate, too

much warped by local predi-

lections to be authentic, too

flowery, verbofe, and declama-

tory to be correct ;" yet after

all his faults, fome of which

many readers confider as beau-

ties, I am not acquainted with

any modern writer who excells

Mr. Whitaker, in tracing the

obfcure etymologies, and eluci-

dating the dark periods of our

Anglo-Saxon hiftory.

On fubjects of fcripture criti-

cifm, he is elaborate and ingeni-

ous ; in ecclefiaflical remark oc-

fionally diligent and fuccefsful,

and equalled only by Mr. Bad-

cock j
but falls fhort of the South

Molton critic in concife energy,

concentrated copioufnefs, and

argumentative clofenels.

WICK-
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JOHN, a

fludent of Merton, in the

fourteenth century, and reclor

of Canterbury College, Oxford,

a foundation afterwards fwallow-

td up in the magnificent firue-

ture, founded by Cardinal Wol-

ley, at Chrift-church.

He fulfilled the duties of his

office with credit, till, by the

intrigues of the Vatican, he was

removed ; two crimes were laid

to his charge, fuperiority of ta-

Jent, and prefuming to think for

himfelf, while the income of his

reclorftiip attracted the avaricious

wifties of his fucceffbr, Wood-
hull, a hungry regular, who was
at once hated and defpifed.

It has been frequently object-
ed to Luther, that if the mono-

poly of indulgences enjoyed by
his order had not been invaded, he

would have held his peace. Had
Wicklifle been permitted to en-

joy his poft undifturbed, thofe

religious doubts, firft produced

by the injuftice of his oppreflors,

perhaps might have been diflbl-

ved in the dangerous funlhine of

luxurious eafe.

As the Almighty only can

read the fecrets of the heart, I

will not decide on the motives

of our intrepid reafoner, who was

fpirited and energetic, while the

majority of his cotemporaries
were bound in the fetters ofcredu-

lity, and fcholaltic chimaera ; his

was the merit of firft leading the

way to unperverted truth, he

made rapid advances in demo-

lifliing popifli errors, at a period

remotely anterior to Luther and

Melan6lhon.

The dodrines which Wick-

liffe preached, and in which he

was openly countenanced by the

Duke of Lancaster and his fon,

were wonderfully bold for the

age in which he lived j they are

additional proofs of what has

been often inculcated in this

work, that forcible argument,
uncontrovertible deduction, in-

terefling truth, and even common,

fenfe, will not on all occafions,

infure a favorable reception from

mankind, blinded by fuperftition,

and prejudiced againft their be-

nefaciors, by the felfifh fuggef-

tions of interefted and irritated

teachers.

The human mind muft be gra-

dually trained and prepared by
the mild influence of literature,

philofophy, and fcience, or the

precious feeds will fall on a foil,

either choaked with weeds, or

unfriendly to vegetation.

The tenets maintained by the

fubjecl: of this article were thefe:

I. The confecrated bread and

wine are not the real body, but

only the emblem or figure of

Chrift.

II. Rome is no more the head

than any other church, nor was

more
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more power given to Peter than

the other apoftles.

III. When the church mifbe-

haves, or makes an ill ufe of her

endowments, it is not only law-

ful, but meritorious, for a prince
or temporal lord to take them

away.
IV. The gofpel affords fuffi-

cient direction for the conduct of

a Chriftian; all other rules or dif-

cipline eftablifhed by men, in

matters of faith, may or may not

be followed, according to the

conference or convictions of

every individual.

Wickliffe, who, contrary to

the fate of many reformers, died

a natural death, was publicly ex-

amined by his old enemies Arch-

bifhop Langham, and Courtney,

Bimop of London, before a vail

concourfe of people, in St. Paul's

church.

On this occafion, he was ac-

companied by his patrons, the

Duke of Lancafter and Lord

Percy, and a difpute arifing be-

tween the fpiritual and temporal

peers on a point of ceremony,
whether Wickliffe mould fit or

ftand, the people took part with

the bifhops, and the meeting
broke up in confufion.

The following words pafled

between Courtney and the Duke.

Bljhop.
t( It is unreafonable that

a clergyman cited before his or-

dinary mould fit during his au-

fvver. He (hall ftand." Duke

of Lartcqfter.
"

Wickliffe, fit

down; for you, my lord bifhop,

you are grown fo proud and ar-

rogant, I will take care to humble

your pride, and that of all the

prelates in England."

Bi//iop.
(l My confidence is in

God alone, who gives me bold-

nefs to fpeak the truth." The

Duke, fpeaking ibftly to Lord

Percy,
" Rather than take this

from the bifhop, I will drag him

by the hair of his head out of

the church."

The fubject of our prefent ar-

ticle was Rector of Lutterworth

in Leicefterfhire, and at a public

meeting of the clergy in that

county, was reproached by

Knighton, a canon of Leicefter,

in the following words :
" You

have trandated the gofpel of

Chrift out of Latin into Englifh ;

that gofpel which was entrufted to

the clergy and the doctors of the

church, that they might minifter

it to the laity and the weaker fort,

according to the exigency of time

and occafion
; by your means,

this Scripture jewel, this evan-

gelical pearl, has been rendered

vulgar and of fmall account, and

will at laft be trodden under the

feet of fwine."

With equal propriety, Knigh-
ton miejht have addreffed himfelf

to the cutler, who furniflied

knives for the purpofc of eating

dinners :
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dinners :
ce You have done an

imprudent a&ion, you have put

inftruments of deftruclion into

hands which may perpetrate mif-

chief with them; a paffionate

man may murder his neighbour,
and a defponding one commit

filicide."

WIDOW OF EPHESUS,
the faithlefs relict of a

doating hufband, the circum-

ftances of whofe ftory have been

related and embelliihed by poets,

hiftorians, iaiirifts, and wits, for

the purpole of raifing a laugh at

the expence of thofe widows who

propofe themfelves as patterns of

inconsolable and everlafting afr

fh'6lion ;
it proves, if any proof

were wanting, that the mod out-

rageous expreifions
of forrow and

regret, may be fpeedily followed

by flagitious
conduct.

A pafTage in Petronius, and a

taj/b relievo, dug from the ruins

of Nero's palace, are the tefti-

monies in favor of this tale, on

the truth of which, learned men
have not exactly agreed.

The weaknefs of human refo-

lution, and the probability of

<over-a&ed, great, oftenfible for-

row, not being always real, and

feldom of long duration, have,

however, given currency to the

anecdote, from the days of John

of Salifbury, a bifhop of the Gal-

church, at the clofe of the

twelfth century, to the time of

Euftace Defchamps, who, in

thirteen hundred and ninety-

three, compofed a fliort hiftory

of this tranfa&ion in French

verie.

A wire-drawn novel, on the

fame fubjet, publimed in duo-

decimo, at London in 166.5, un-

der the aflumed name of Harris,

fcarcely deferves to be mention-

ed; though confidered and covet-

ed by collectors as a fcarcc book,

it is a ftrange uninterefting med-

ley of wild digrefiions, fceptic

opinions, and culpable obfcenity.

It is not a little rlngular, that,

among the various fuperftruc-

tures built on the ground-work
of Petronius, Du Halde mentions

a Chinefe publication, caft in a

dramatic form, and apparently
borrowed from the frail fubjecl
ofour prefent article. Perhaps it

may be a(ked, did the Satyricon
ever find its way to the libraries

of Pekin ? To this it may be an-

fvvered, that human nature is the

fame in all countries
; that with-

out having perufed the fatirift of

Nero, a writer of common faga-

city, and a little knowledge of

the world, would naturally de-

fcribe widows like their fex, in-

conftant, and young men as hot-

headed and amorous.

The frail fubjeft of our pre-
fent article has afforded materials

to various writers. The follow-
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ing is taken from an old book in.

obfolete French, and the produc-
tion of the fourteenth century.
<e

Honisn" fays the writer,
l(
foit

gui en mauvefcfamejefa."
A brave but gentle knight was

blefled with a tender and loving

helpmate, who was the delight of

his heart, and the pleafure of his

life
; they were confidcred as pat-

terns of nuptial felicity ;
but all

earthly happinefs is tranfitory.

The dame having been forely

opprefied with a grievous ma-

lady, her fond hufband, from the

effects of anxiety and broken reft

on a delicate conftitution, lan-

guifhed for a few months, and

died.

No bounds were fet to the

lamentations of his unhappy

widow, fhe obftinately refuled

both comfort and food : vowing
that the fhort remainder of her

days ihould be devoted to folitude

and grief j
that {he might honour

the memory of that beloved man,

who, for her prefervation, had

facrificed his life.

She followed his body to the

crave, and, after the funeral rites

were performed, throwing herfelf

on the fepulchrc, with diflievellcd

hair, fliowers of tears, and heart-

rending groans, declared, that

the hand of death alone fliould

tear her from that fpot which

contained the remains of all that

was dear to heron earth.

Her friends made allowance

for violent language and frantic

gefturc, when they confidercd the

magnitude of her lofs, and hop-

ing that the oblivious hand of

time would diminifh the fliarp-

nefs of her pangs, requcfted her

to quit the dreary manfion of

death, and withdraw to her own
houfe. Their words availed no-

thing, and, after repeated expof-

tulations, they left the difconfo-

late fair one in the family vault,

which had been lately and mag-

nificently creeled by her huiV

bandj lights, food, furniture, and

additional clothes were placed in

the maufoleum.

It was the cuftom of that age,

whenever a malefactor was hang-

ed, to expofe his body for feveral

days on the gibbet, as an impref-
five example j

and to prevent its

being flolen (which relations, on

fuch occasions were generally

eager to do, that they might bury
a fight fo reproachful to their fa-

milies) a centincl was placed on
the fpot during the night.

It happened, that on the very-

day of the interment of the

knight, a robber had been ex-

ecuted, and at no great di fiance

from the widow's fubterraneous

apartment.
The midnight hour approach-

ed, and in that feverc fcaion of

riic year when moft men would

prefer a fire fide and a jovial

board.
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board, to a nipping froft, and the

keeping watch over an executed

criminal.

The foldier on duty was a

young man, graceful in his form,

of creditable birth, and decent

education. Imagining that in

fuch a night there would be little

danger of furprize, and rinding it

impoffible to keep himfelf warm

by motion, he refolved to retire a

few minutes from his poft for the

purpofe of procuring an addi-

tional garment, and a cordial

draught to warm his ftomach.

A light i {Tning from the door

of the vault caught his eye, pro-

ceeding to the fpot, he knocks,

and, being queftioned who he is,

and whence he came, briefly re-

lates his ftory, adds, that he is

almoft frozen to death, and begs

admifiion, and a little refrem-

ment.

After fome delay, with mutual

injunctions and promifes of good

behaviour, the door is opened,
and a cup of wine revives the

young man's fpirits. He eager-

ly looks around him, and fees,

with furprize, a lovely female

immured in the caverns of death;

he fwallows a fecond glafs, and

as love and good liquor render

moft men eloquent, attempts
to enter into converfation. The
widow reluctantly informs him
of what had taken place, and

gives him to undcrftand, that fhe

had firmly refolved to live and

die with the corpfe of her huf-

band.

He will not believe what he

hears ; expatiates on the folly of

a young and beautiful woman

burying herfelf alive, and infifts,

that the beft tribute me can pay
to the knight's memory, would

be to return without delay to

fociety, and fpend the income he

had gcneroufly left her in acts

of charity and benevolence, ra-

ther than thus unreafonably de-

vote herfelf to fackeloth" and afhes

for life.

After gently chiding him for

having introduced a fubjedt on
which (he had irrevocably made

up her mind, fhe repents having
admitted the ftranger, and prefles

him inftantly to leave her. He
profeffcs great concern that his

advice mould give offence, lhanks

her for her hofpitality, and hur-

ries back to fee that the body is

fafe : but, in his abfence, the

brother of the perfon who had

undergone the fentence of the

law, watched his opportunity,
and conveyed it away.

Terrified at the circumftance,
and convinced that death would

be the certain confequence of

having quitted his poft, the cen-

tinel leeks in vain for that which
was loft, and, in the unceafing
reftleflhefs of vexation, wanders,

without exactly knowing why,
to
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to the maufoleum of the knight.

In the mean time, his perfon

and advice had made a deep im-

preffion, and had driven every

idea of her clay- cold hufband,

from the widow's heart.

He requefts admiffion ;
the

well known voice produces in her

breaft a fhort lived ftruggle be-

tween pride and inclination j
he

enters, and gives to great love a

vi&ory complete ;
a

t victory,

'however, not without thofe re-

collections of what we ought, but

what we cannot do, and which

give dignity and decorum, even

to defeat.

The young foldier, with terror

in his looks, relates his misfor-

tune, declares himfelf a loft man,
and that difgrace and death will

be his inevitable portion.
" It

would be a pity," replied the fair

tenant of the manfion, in a foft-

ened tone,
"

it would be a pity

^that fo well difpofed a youth as

you appear to be, mould mifera-

bly perifh in the prime of your

days; but, alas! what can be

done, what can a forlorn, a de-

ferted woman do?" " It was

by liftening to that voice, and by
the fafcination of thofe eyes,

that I omitted returning to my
poft, and would they but look

kindly on me," replied the cen-

tinel, gently preffing her hand,
" would they but look -kindly on

me, it would be ample compeu-
fation for death in its moft ter-

rible fhape."
"

Alas," cried the dame,
(f where is my widow's vow,
where is the memory, refpect,

and unremitting forrovv, for my
departed hufband j ah, remorfe-

lefs, bewitching young man, you
have banimed them from my
breaft for ever. Ought I to ex-

pect good faith in a fecund love,

who have fo fpeedily been taught
to forget the obligations due to

my firft. Ah, ungrateful foldier,

ifyou deceive me, but I will not

believe it poffible; I yield to the

omnipotence of love, which, like

neceffity, is the parent of many
inventions, and it points out what

muft now be done to fnatch you
from that death which, I feel,

would be productive of my own.
* f The dead body, fo lately de-

pofited in this vault, muft fupply
the place of that which has been

taken away j .there is neither fen-

fation, reientment, hope, nor

fear with the dead. Heaven is

my witncfs, that while I was a

wife, nothing \vas omitted on my
part for the folacc and comfort

of my departed hufband." They

inftantly opened the coffin, and

bearing the corpfe between them,

conveyed the knight from his

fumptuous maufoleum, and fuf-

peu^ed him on the ignominious
tree,
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tree. So MOURNED THE
DAME OF EPHESUS HER LOVE,
AND SO WAS COMFORTED.'

Thus far moft of the narratives

agree, but their conclufions wide-

ly differ; in one inftance, the

happy pair, after having given
and received fo decifive a proof
of mutual attachment, become

man and wife. In another, the

lady having informed the foldier

that it is in her power to relieve

him from his embarraflment,

makes, in a manner not the mod
confident with female delicacy,

a previous agreement, that if her

plan fucceeds, he mall accept of

her hand in wedlock
; but, after

a performance of the agreement
on her part, the quondam lover

declares, in a furly tone, that a

woman of her ch aracier is not to

be trufted, and quits her ab-

ruptly.

A third relater of the ftory

makes the poor widow take an

active and indecorous part in

maiming and mutilating her

hufband, that 'his body may not

appear different from that of the

malefactor; and the perfidious

centinel, after receiving fuch

ftrong proofs of her love, inftead

of repaying it with gratitude and

rapture, fpurns her rudely from

his embrace, and reproaches her

in bitter language for her unna-

tural conduct;, declares, that if

he had been weak enough to

marry her, he fhould expect to

be fpeedily fupplanted and mur-

dered by fome more vigorous and

fucccfsful rival. With more of

the ftern feverity of an execution-

er than of grateful gallantry, he

then uniheaths his fword, and at

one ftroke, feparates her head

from her body.
With fo much unmerited ob-

loquy, and fo much of unfeeling

ridicule attached to the deferted

ftate of a widow, a date to which

the woman of our heart may the

next moment be reduced ; I may
perhaps be pardoned, for adding
a few words on the fubject.
"
By the infurmountable bar-

rier of a tedamentary forfeiture,

my better half (hall be guarded
from nuptial indifcretion," fays

a man of prudence and forefight,
" ihe fhall not have it in her

power to wade the inheritance of

my forefathers, and the fruits of

the indudry of my life, on a

youthful paramour of eighteen,
or a brawny citizen of Tippe-

rary."

The prudent man fickens, and

dies; his parchment-bound wi-

dow, in the mid-day of life,

ruflies from her weeds, after fix

long months, into the world.

For many years in the unin-

terrupted habit of nuptial en-

dearment and legal gratification,

and with all her paffions about

her, {he finds a cruel, an unjuf-
tifiable
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tifiable embargo laid on the firft

of plcafures ;
laid on too l)y

a

mercilefs tafk-mafter who had

prepared a burthen for his wife,

to which his whole life proved he

was unequal ;
a taik-mafter, who

within fix months of his wedding

day, had a little fniig tiling in

the new buildings ;
who would

w? '

hinjfelf, had he been the furvivor,

have been dropping fugar plums
into the mouth of fome forward

hoyden, or country coufin, or

been hugging the greafy beauties

of his cook-wench, before the

body of his deceafed wife was

cold in her (hroud.
" Thefe are your moral philo-

fophera, who would enforce the

rigid maxims of forbearance,"

cries his injured relict, in the in-

quietude which unnatural com-

pulfion and unjuftifiable coer-

cion ever produce. In the heat

of irritation, flic yields to volup-
tuous indulgence, and finking

into infamy is generally avoided.

" What then is to be done?"

exclaims the anxious father of a

family, with a will voluminoufly
extended into unceafing provi-

fionary inucndoes, a dexterous

attorney at his elbow, and that

devil, a fortune-hunter, waiting
to flep into his {hoes, haunting
his imasfm'ation. "What, is toO
be done ? Is there no way ?"

If you have children, fettle on

them, to the uttennoft farthing,

the whole of your fortune, what-

ever be the amount, to be equally
divided between them after your
own death, and that of their

mother. Bequeath to your wi-

dow, fuppofing her to be lefs

than fifty years of age, abfolutely,

and unclogged with conditions)

an annuity for her life, gene-

roufly proportionate to the mag-
nitude of your fortune.

On the fubject of future mar*

riagc. let her be perfectly at li-

berty, nor expofe yourfelf, by
the fatal, the foolifh, the frequent

error, of fuppofing, that her con-

duel:, whom generofity does not

influence, will ever be rendered

correct by legal reftriction.

It is furely far preferable, that

the (barer of your blifsful hours,

the foother of your early cares,

your children's mother and guide,

whole conduct and example muft

have a powerful effect on their

future lives; it is -far preferable

that (he mould again enter the

ftate of wedlock, though not in

every refpect, according to your

wimes
;
than that me mould ex-

hibit to the world, as in too

many inftances has been done,

a mocking and odious fpectacle

of age without decorum, of a

life commenced in honour, but

ending in mameful proftitution.

In declining life, when the

pulfe ought to beat with fober

temperament, and indicate only

a nurfe
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a nurfe and a night-cap, there

can be no pofh'ble objection

againft preventing tottering im-

becility, and hoary impotence,

from committing the fin of ma-

trimony, under circumftanccs, in

which avarice, folly,
or worfe

motives, muft, on one fide or

other, have been predominant.
In fuch cafes, legal interdiction

feems as necedary as fetters for

a defperate felon, or the coercion

of a ftrait waiftcoat, for an un-

manageable madman.

WILLAN,
JOHN,

boy, at Barnet, and a

contractor for providing the ar-

tillery
with horfes, who (to nfe

a common, and as a foreigner

tells me, our national character-

iftic expreffion) died worth a

hundred thoufand pounds.
In the humble condition of an

attendant at the Red Lion, he at-

tracted the notice of the Duke
of Cumberland, in the year 1 745,

by his unwearied diligence and

fobricty, but more particularly

by his accurate knowledge of

every thing relating to the dif-

eafes, the form, the value, and

the comforts of a horfe.

It is not to celebrate arihoftler,

though fuQcefsful induftry, in

any ftation, deferves praife ;
it is

not to work up infigni'ficance

into heroifm, of which a good-
natured critic accufes me, "that

this article is introduced: Willan,

by humble, but honeft merit,

raifed himfelf from obfcurity to

affluence; without being injuri-

oufly crafty, he attained dexte-

rity in purfuits,
where numbers

fai'l.

But it was not for thefe rea-

fons only that he deferved a fliort

memorial ;
it was to enforce au

important, a fometimes forgotten

leflbn, that I mentioned his name

in this place.

His qualifications were of a

diftincl peculiar kind, and for-

tunate accident placed him in -a

line, where thofe qualifica-

tions, and only tliofe,
enabled

him to do credit to his patron,

to ierve his country with fidelity,

and ultimately to lay a founda-

tion of fortune and of fame.

In the various occurrences of

life, who docs not lament a dif-

ferently conducted distribution ?

who can fee without indignation

many an official fituation occu-

pied by infignificant tools,without

one talent or attainment, to en-

able them to difcharge their duty
with public applaufe, or private

fatisfa&ion.

In thefe and ten thoufand in-

ftances, motives totally foreign to

requifite performance, are thrown

into the preponderating fcale, by

partiality and friendship. I have

known men advanced and pre-

ferred for the following; curious

reafons,
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reafons, becaufe they were God-

children to their patrons, bccaufc

they were odious in a preced-

ing reign, had faved a favorite's

life, or repeatedly forfeited their

own.

The affbciate of a Pharo table

has obtained the command of a

fleet, from which a worthy cha-

racter has been difir.irTed, in a

career of the moft brilliant victo-

ries; envoys have been dif-

patched on important miffions,

tor whom even enemies have

blufhed; a well --played rubber at

whift, being an excellent (hot, a

keen fox-hunter, a three-bottle

man, a hummer of a catch and

glee, have been the means of

providing many a comfortable e-

treat at the Admiralty, the Cuf-

"toms, the Treafury, the Stamps,
or the Excife, for men, whofe

abilities in any other rei'pecl,

'fcarcely qualified them for fign-

ing a Treafury-warrant, or vot-

ing a congratulatory addrefs.

In private life, this prepofte-
rous mifconception, or imere lied

mi{'application of ability, isfome-

times diftrefling, and fometimes

ridiculous, as it occasionally ap-

peals to our duty, as chriftians,

and our feelings as men.

I mv ji
; ..own a pcrfon, who

liotwithftanding his being a very

i'chvlar, and an invincible

I , was forced on a family

as a Matter of Languages, be-

caufe he was father of a nume-
rous offspring, who had loft their

mother.

A furgeon was once
irrejifiilly^

recommended to me at a water-

ing-place, who was paralytic and

purblind; but 1 could not pofli-

bly object to his bleeding me,
as he was a very worthy creature,

and bcfides, had been unfortu-

nate in the world.

Not many years have paffed,

fince a man was crammed down
the throats of a borough in the

Weft, as a Singing-Matter, with
one eye, and a defect in the pa-
late of his mouth, becaufe he was

diftanlly related to a French fur-

geon, ^
who had been particularly

fortunate in his treatment of My
Lord, on his tour.

Tailors verfed in all arts but

that of inakingciothes ; Butchers,

who deal in carrion; and Lawyers,
who know more of whifl than

the ftatutes ; Authors, who un-

derfland more of cookery than

grammar; Phyficians, who are

readier at retailing fcandal thanO

prefcribing; and Surgeons, who
think more of running- horfes

than their patients, are, on every

occafion, rufliin^ in at the ave-

nues of prejudice, or of recom-

mendatory commiferation, to de-

prive us of the advantages of

profefiioual eminence, extraor-

dinary genius, and mechanic dex-

terity.

To
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To EXPECT US TO PREFER A

MAN FROM ANY MOTIVE BUT

EXCELLENCE IN THE ART HE

PROFESSES, IS A PERVERSION

OF MORAL JUSTICE, AND HOW-
EVER IT MAY BE RECOMMENDED
BY CHARITABLE DESIGN, IS EX-

ERTINfe A CRUEL AND IRRATI-

ONAL S?EC1ES OF DESPOTISM.

VyiLLIAMS, MR. the

fchool-fellow, the confi-

dential friend, and afterwards,

the private fecretary, of Richard

Weft, Efq. Keeper of the feals

in Ireland, in the reign of King

George the firft.

This gentleman is mentioned

for the fake of introducing part

of a letter well worth recording,

which, in the anxiety of real

friendmip, he wrote to the widow

of his Patron, on the fubje& of

her Son, Mr. Richard Weft, a

young man of lively imagination
and elegant manners ; who, vi-

brating between a love of literary

leifure, and the feverity of pro-

feffional ftudy, incurred the rifk

of finking into fordid fupinenefs.

A tendency to this inglorious

eafe, is the misfortune of the

age, the natural effedt of morbid

refinement, on an immenfe po-

pulation, from which, and from

the circnmftance of genteel em-

ployme?its, fufficiently numerous,

not offering, our coflfee-houfes

are filled with liftlefs loungers,

VOL. III.

and our jails
with wretched pri-

foners, the unhappy victims of

pride and vanity.

The lady, to whom the letter

is addrefled, was a daughter of

Biftiop Burnet; and the young

man, who is the fubjeft of it,

was in habits of the clofeft inti-

macy with Mr. Gray, a man

fcrupuloufly nice in the choice

of his aflbciates. Several of his

letters are preferved by Mr. Ma-

fon, and his Ode to May, de-

ferved and obtained the praife of

Dr. Johnfon.

Lyons, Jan. 12, 1739.
" I often

think of my friend Dick, and

write on purpofe that you may
communicate what I fay to him.

You have not fpoke of him a

great while ; from whence I con-

clude two things, that he is

pretty well, but does not ftudy

the law; if he did, your fatis-

fation and his, would foon make
me hear of it.

"
Young people do not fee

far, and, what is worfe, do not

care to be advifed by thofe who
can. They will not be the better

for our experience. What would

I not undertake, were I twenty

years of age, and with my pre-

fent knowledge of the world ? It

is at his fervice.

" I have often confidered his

averflon to the law, and lament

it, becaufe it is a natural, and

D d almoft
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ah.: ;ft a fure method of advanc-

ing himfelf. His father's name,
fo much efteemed, his friends

and mine, with his own parts,

could fcarcely have failed. He
has no fortune, at leaft, none

fufficient to keep him clean, un-

leis in retirement, which I know
1

(though perhaps he does not) he

never will chufe.
" My cafe and his were much

the fame. With fmall expecta-
tions of fortune, and lively parts,

I was foon introduced into good

company; they were pleafed, and

I was nattered. ' My boy,' faid

my father, who was an excellent

mathematician, but knew very
little of the world

;

( My boy
fhall qualify himfelf for polite

circles, and fome one or other

of thefe great men will provide
for him.'

"
I direaiy ftudied French, Ita-

lian, dancing, fencing, riding,

drawing, heraldry and mufic.

In fhort, I was made a fine gen-

tleman, inftead of being educated

to a profefiaon; inftead of ac-

quiring knowledge, that was ufe-

ful and neceflary to mankind, I

was furnifhed only with the iu-

perfluities of life. Without a

fortune, I was taught to live as

if I had one. Habits were form-

ed, which if I did not fucceed, t

would make me miferable for the

reft of my days.
"

Something more than Greek,

Latin, French, Italian; &c. was

necefiary ; and I was fhut up for

two years, in order to ftudy the

Hiftory of Europe, Domat on

the Civil Law, Grotius, Puflen-

dorff, and laftly, four folio vo-

lumes of Treaties. This labour

gone through with tolerable fuc-

ccfs, I was next to find a Patron.

My great friends had not been

ufed to hear me fpeak of wanting

employment; they relifhed my
eonverfation, and praifed my
Odes ; however, they fmiled on^

till my father's pockets grew low,

and drefs and chair hire became

too expenfive.
"

Luckily, a Patron was at laft

found, who underftood what wit

and parts were, as he excelled in

them himfelf; but he knew, that

thefe atone, were not enough ;

I endeavoured to convince him,
I had more material furniture in

my head, and fucceeded. We
went abroad together ;

the weight

of his character, which was ex-

cellent, and his being a near

relation of the minifter, gave me
reafon to expefit the moft natter-

ing confequences. What hin-

dered ? Why, the commoneft

thing upon earth, my patron was

turned out, and Mr. Secretary

had to feek for another.

" With better luck than or-

dinary, and two or three great

men's recommendation, another

was found, and my little boat

was
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was again afloat
;

the gale was

profpcrous and the weather fmej
but in a twelvemonth, the Envoy
died. Thefe changes aflonifhed

me; I was a young man, and

did not recollect that people were

to die, or minifters to be turned

out.

u What was to be done now ?

No money, and my former pa-
tron in difgraee. Friends timid

and cold, unable or unwilling to

ferve me. In this condition, in

want of every thing but a fine

Coat and a laced (hirt, I lan-

guifhed on for three long melan-

choly years; fometimes elevated

for a moment, by a fmile, or a

nod, bat for the mo ft part foli-

tary, dejected, and reduced to the

agony of talking of my misfor-

tunes and wants, and that bafeft

of all conditions, the intolerable

flavery of borrowing to fupport
an idle, ul clefs being. What
would I then have given for a

profeffion. My Gnjpk, my wit,

my Italian, my dancing, and my
treaties, were entirely ufelefs to

me.
" In this wretched filuation,

retired eighteen miles from Lon-

don to an obfcure village, in

debt to tailors, drapers, butchers,

and chandlers ftiops, I received

a letter from
1

an intimate friend,

acquainting me, that he was juft

appointed to a confiderable em-

ployment j and defiring me to

come directly to town, and de-

termine which of the confiderable

places, he had to beftow, would

be moil agreeable to me.
" Guefs atmyjoy and gratitude,

I can exprefs neither, any more

than my grief,
but by thofe tears

which now flow from my eyes,

becaufe that friend is no more.
" He overlooked my unfitnefs

for any place under him, from

my ignorance of the law ;
and

obliged me to take the beft he

had to give, which was full a

thoufand pounds a year. His

ace, and my own .proniifcd

riches, for many years to come;

but it was permitted that he

fhould die too, with which I end

the hiftory of myfelf.
" My reafon for reciting it,

you and Dick know too well, it

is to make him fenfiblc, that

WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF

SOMETHING, WHICH MANKIND

CANNOT DO WITHOUT, NEITHER

WIT, TARTS, FRIENDS, NOR PA"-

THONS, CAN SECURE A' MAN

FROM WANT.
" Let us fuppofe for a

j mo-

ment as law is not hfs favourite

ftudy, tnat he fnould fucceed in

the diplomatic path, and be ap-

pointed Secretary to a Miniller

at a Foreign Court ;
let it be re-

memberecl, that he cannot obtain

that without a kind of knowledge
to the full as difficult and dif-

agreeable- in acquiring as the law

i> d 9, of
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of England; as remote from wit

and poetry, and thofe purfuits
with which he has too long
amufed himfelf. But, fuppos-

ing him to have fo far fuc-

cceded, as to be King's Secretary
to the firft embafly in Europe,
he will not be in half fo com-

fortable a condition to a man of

fenfe, as if he was in a three pair

of flairs chamber at the Temple,
in the way of getting only 2001.

a year.
" In fhort, places are fo pre-

carious, the attendance in fearch

of them, fo mean and unmanly,
refufals and delays fo infupporta-

ble, and the lofs of them, when

obtained, fo dreadful to one who
has not a good private fortune,

that it is a line no reafonable

man would ever adopt by choicej

A USEFUL PROFESSION IS BET-

TER THAN A THOUSAND PA-
TRONS.

<( I grieve when I recollect, that

my friend Dick is now twenty-

two, and has not yet read one

book fince he left Eton, for

which he or his family, will be at

all the better as long as he lives."

The Editor of this compilation
is not able to fay what effect fo

much good advice produced ; I

fear not that which the giver of

it wiihed, as Mr. Weft, with a

good heart, and many compa-
nionable qualities, was infe&ed
u'ith the cacoethes fcrilindi,

which, generally fpeaking, dif-

qualifies thofe who labor under

that incurable difeafe, for per-

forming either the common bu-

fmefs, or the more important
duties of life, with efficacy and

fpirit.

WILLIAMS,
RHYN-

WICK, an individual

of debauched manners, and ob-

fcure life, whofe crimes or mis-

fortunes have procured him a

name, by which he will more

eafily
be recognized by my rea-

ders, the Monfter! an igno-

minious diftin&ion, which was

univerfally beftowed upon him,

with other epithets of abufe and

deteftation.

Excited by no one intereft or

gratification,
but the hellim one

which arifes from terrifying and

injuring a lovely but dcfencelefs

part of the creation ; Williams is

defcribed, as having employed
thofe intervals of time which

could be fpared from an effemi-

nate employment, and vulgar

fenfuality, in wandering through

the ftreets, to feek unhappy fe-

males, for the exercife of his un-

accountable malignity.

After much threatening, and

much obfcene language, mena-

cing, gefture, and bitter impreca-

tion
;
with a weapon, and in a

manner hitherto neither difco-

vered nor underftood, he fecretly

and



WILLIAMS, RHYNWICK. 405

and fuddeuly inflicted deep and

dangerous wounds, before the

objects of his malice recovered

from the furprize his previous

deportment produced.
Such has been the ftrong lan-

guage of terror, and indignation,

delivered upon oath in a court of

juftice, and received with im-

plicit faith by the generous fen-

fibility ofafympathizingpublic:
for who, at the recital of fuch

atrocious barbarity, has not felt

for a wife, a mother, or a (ifter ?

And that breaft mud be callous

to humanity as well as juftice,

which has not throbbed with re-

fentment againft the unnatural

maimer of beauty, youth, and

innocence.

The vigorous Roman, who, to

remedy the fcanty population of

his country, fnatched the Sabine

virgin from her weeping mother,

repaired the injury as far as he

was able, by honorable wedlock,

and the gentle endearments of

domeftic love j
in modern times,

the headftrongraviftier, condemn-

ed to death by the laws of his

country, finds fome falvo for his

crime, in the fury of ungovern-
able paflion, or the unjuftifiable

duplicity of a vile coquette, who

excites, abufes, and enjoys.

But the ftrange depravity of

the fubje& of this article feems

to admit neither extenuation nor

defence 5 towards him, feverity

in its utmoft excefs, ia a virtue ;

at the tribunal of gallantry, doubt

and diftruft are treafon, and mo-
deration is almoft confidered as

{haring in his guilt.

But as there are other tribunals

before which this and every other

tranfa&ion mould be deliberately

examined, without prejudice, and

without paflion ;
it is our duty to

obferve, that previous to his be-

ing apprehended, feveral perfons

had been pofitively charged on

oath, with being guilty of the

fame offence, for which Wil-

liams was afterwards committed

and puniftied.

This circumftance, together

with a fpecies of alibi, partially,

but not fatisfaclorily proved on

the trial, authorizes me in ven-

turing to fufped, that he might

poflibly not be the guilty perfon.

Yet, if after coolly examining the.

evidence, it (hould appear i'uffi-

ciently correct and exacl:, to bring

home the charge inconteftibly,

and prove him actually the man,
I mall ftill (for fomc reafons I

mean to produce) be equally un-

willing to allow that he was the

Monfter.

Melancholy experience obliges

us to confefs, that human na-

ture, in its loweft ftate of depra-

vity and degradation, is capable,

when unreftrained by religion, by
fear, or by fhame, of- flagrant

enormities, which manhood re-

volts



406 WILLIAMS, RHYNWICK.

volts^,and decency cannot name.

Yet I believe few inftances can

be produced, in which many
great and repeated riflss and dan-

gers have been incurred, for the

mere unmixt motive of mifchief

only, without fome foreign alloy

of carnal appetite, intereit, ambi-

tion, envy, or revenge.
I can, without difficulty, con-

ceive a hot-headed, unprincipled

fcoundrel, working himfelf into a

paroxyfm, little fhort of mad-

nefs, from the rage of difappoint-

ed luft, or the irritating anguifh
of a certain difeafe, entailed on

illicit love. I can imagine him,

in a moment of proinifcuous and

indifcriminate cruelty, declaring
war againft the whole female

fe.v, and binding himfelf by oaths

and execrations, to maim, disfi-

gure, and deftroy.

. Such inftances, I fear, have

occurred
5

I would confider them

as devils incarnate, as imps of

hell in human fhape ; to {hoot, to

hang, or drown them, with other

noxious animals, beafls of prey,

and mad <lcgs.,
would be a ufeful

and meritorious fervice.

Williams by no means an-

fwere'd either of thcfe defcrip-

tions, for he was the confidential

and happy lover of many women

c/' a certain
dtj''.:ript.iou. ; his

hcafth had no otherwise fufitred,

than from the languid character-

istic debility of a long courfe of

debauchery, which always im-

pairs the facilities, and exhaufts

the frame.

But while his fair friends bleff-

ed him with fmiles, they did not

replenifh his purfe j
his poverty

was abject, he was alrnolt pen-

nylefs, and if he really was the

monftrous culprit defcribcd,

which I ftill doubt, I am clearly

of opinion, his aim was rather at

the pocket than the perfon.
To throw fome light on this

affertion, it will not be amifs to

obferve, that cutting open, and

fometimes cutting oft* the pockets
of females, is by no means an

uncommon fpecies of theft ; that

it poflefles this recommendation,
xvhen performed with dexterity,

the contents of the pocket drop

inftantly on the fpot, and are

taken up by the offender at his

leifure, without alarming the

perfon plundered, and with little

fear of detection.

Jf it mould be objected, that,

in every known inllance, wounds

were inflicted, but the pockets
remained untouched, and that it

was affurcdly bad policy in a pick-

pocket, to give a previous alarm,

by violent language and outrage-
ous behaviour ; I (hull only cxb-

ferve, that the trade he bad taken

'up? and the myftenous manner

in which he carried it on, were

new to him ; that, as a noviciate,

he exercifcd it unlkilfully.
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His virulent language, and

threatening deportment, in the

complicated mafs of evidence

given in, are placed at a wrong

period of the transaction; they

followed, rather than preceded
the offence, and were made ufe

of, when, after being accuied of

jll-de(ign, he had been repeatedly
defired to keep his diftance \ they
are to be regarded as the paffi-

onate ebullitions of difappointed

villainy, affc&ing the honeft

indignation of fufpe&ed inno-

cence.

The'fingular, the heroic, per-

haps, the miftaken zeal of Mr.

Swift, ought not to pafs unno-

ticed ; who, after expofing him-

felf to the unerring piftols of

Col. Lenox, and fearlefs of fe-

male frowns and public refent-

ment, generpufly ftood forth to

defend a miferable man, the ob-

ject of univerfal deteftation.

The culprit, it muft be eon-

fefltd, had to contend with the

learning and abilities of diftin-

guimed lawyers ; with zeal to

iiitnulate, prejudice to give fuc-

cefs to, and lavifh fubfcriptions

to reward their efforts
;

" While
all I could oppofe to fuch pow-
erful combinations," fays Wil-

liams, in a pamphlet, remarkable

for figurative language and ob-

fcure fentiment, the effect of

gloomy guilt, or the perturba-

tion of oppreffed innocence,
(C while all I could oppofe, was

ignorance and indigence, a men-
aced advocate, brpw-beaten wit-

, neffes, a ftorm of prejudice, and

fliipwrecked- hopes.
l< At fome future time, when

the refentments of my enemies

have fubfided, they may be pre-
vailed on to acknowledge, that

public juftice is fometimes con-

verted into a deadly weapon by
private revenge j that prejudice
is the nurfe of error, and reward,
the mother of perjury.
"

Thofe, alfo, who were fo

eager in procuring and pronounc-

ing the fentence againft me, at

fome remote period may be in-

duced to confefs, that, in con-

templating the aggravated mag-
nitude of my offence, they neg-
Jefted to examine, with their

ufual ftriclncfs, the various con-

tradiclioils of my accufers, their

exafperated paflions, and other

circumftanccs, which, if they
could not

pofitively and certain-

ly acquit me of the oimc, at

lead rendered my innocence as

probable as my guilt."

Perhaps, it may be an objed
worthy the confederation of thofe

appointed to expound our laws,

and difpenfe us juilice, whether

demanding excejfive lull, that

iron rod of the old tyranny, and

which, in the cafe of the wretch-

ed
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ed Williams, and others I could

mentipn, is tantamount to per-

petual imprifonment, be confo-

nant with the mild fpirit of the

Englifh conftitution.

If a man's crime be fo atroci-

ous as to merit perpetual impri-

fonment, and the law of the

land annexes it to his crime, in

God's name, be that his fen-

tence. But I tmft the venera-

ble bench will never fo far yield

to the impulfe of popular infatu-

ation, as to punifh crimes with

pains and penalties, aggravated

by poverty and abhorrence, but

to which they never were, by
law, originally attached.
"

I hope," and I thank God
and our forefathers, for the con-

foling hope,
" I hope and truft

that the penal code of England,
is too accurately and precifely

defined, by humanity and com-
mon fenfe, ever to be filenced or

mifled by the anticipations of

prejudice, the outcry of pafiion,

by mercilefs precedents, or the

decifions of times, whofe exam-

ple, it will in every inftance, be

meritorious to avoid.

'ILLIAM THE FIRST,

King of England j part

of a letter written by him to

Pope Gregory the feventh, in the

year one thoufand and feventy-
fix

; when we recollect the ftate

"I men's minds at that period, it

is a proof of the vigorous intel-

lect and independent mind of the

Norman.
" The legate Hubert lately ad-

monifhed me, that I mould do

fealty to your holinefs ; he alfo

reminded me of certain fums due

to the fee of Rome.
" To the latter I made no ob-

jection, but to the former I will

never fubmit, becaufe I never

promifed to do it, nor is there

any good evidence that my pre-

deceflbrs have done it
; continue,

holy father, to pray for us and
the fafety of our kingdom,"

I doubt if his majefty was cor-

rect in what he faid of his prede-
ceflbrs not having done fealty.

INE, a luxury feldom

tafted by authors.

We ought not to lament that

its confumption declines, as a

moderate abridgement may help
to reduce us to a calmnefs and

fobriety, fuitable to our circura-

ftancesand fituation.

In a converfation on the fub-

ject of adulteration, a gentleman
introduced a fample of wine, he

was going to purchafe; the tafters

accidentally calling a little from

their mouths on the fire, the

quantity of its natural or adven-

titious inflammatory fpirit, was

fo great, that it fet the chimney
in a blaze, and was productive of

alarm and expence.
The



WISHART. 409

The owner of the houfe im-

mediately fent for the wine-mer-

chant, related the circumftance,

and infifted on their paying the

damage, the firemen, &c. or

lofing the cuftom of himfelf and

all his acquaintance ; Meflrs.

Elderberry, Sloe, and Company,
fubmitted to the fine with relud-

ance.

The circumftance is mention-

ed in this place, for the purpofe
of calling on gentlemen, to keep
a watchful eye on thefe manu-

facturers in the Oporto trade ;

who, fince the additional tax,

have been more than ufually affi-

duous in their vocation.

Should thefe inventors ofport,

obftinately perfift in their inef-

fectual, and I fear, unwholefome

methods, of improving the fla-

vor, and adding new tints to the

juice of the grape, gentlemen
know their remedy.

Since powder and pomatum
have become an expenfive lux-

ury, it has become a famionable

policy, to abftain from ufing

them ; I recommend it to the

worthy profeflbrs of NEAT AS

IMPORTED, to be careful, left

they pufh their refinements fo

far, as to eftablifti a fimilar mode

among their cuftomers.
" You are an excellent pac-

ker," faid a Ion vivant to a wai-

ter, who brought him a bottle of

wine, of very fcanty meafure,
"

I don't underftancl you, fir,"

replied the attendant. " You
have contrived to pack a quart
ofwine in a pint decanter," was

the explanation.

TZ7ISHART, WILLIAM,
* ^ an eminent Calviniftic

writer, principal of the college of

Edinburgh, and the fubje& of a

pointed farcafm, or as fome

think, of an acrimonious mifre-

prefentation of Dr. Johnfon ;

" YOU HAVE WISHART AGAINST

REPENTANCE," which with his

ufual tone and predominating

emphafis, he pronounced in adif-

pute with Mr. Bofwell, on the

comparative merits of the Eng-
lifh and Scotch divines.

The title of the book alluded

to, was, if I miftake not, The

Danger of a Death-bed Repent-

ance, a pious and energetic work,

in which Dr. Wiftiart confiders

a religious and well-fpent life, as

indifpenfally necefiary to falva-

tion ;
that according to the ex-

prefs words and tenor of the

gofpel, this neceflity is repeatedly

infifted on, without any referve

or exception. Hedefcribes with

confiderable pathos, the fnare
into which fo many thouiands

have been deluded, to go on fe-

curely and uninterruptedly in a

courfe of fin, and to retrieve all

at laft by a death-bed repent-
ance.

He infifts,
ft that all hope, or

even pofiibility of efcaping from

the
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the wages of fin in another world,

by fuch means, is ablblutely ex-

cluded, by the nature and defign

of religion, and the plain declara-

tions of holy writ, that to form

the Chriftian character is, and

muft be, a long and gradual
work of time, application and

ftruggle, that it mult have a be-

ginning, a middle, and an end ;

that a iinner arrelted in the full

career of thoughtlefs fenfuality,

and called to his account, after

only a few hours of repentance .

and remorfe, the effeft of felfifh

fear, and by no means the off-

spring of fpontafteous, habitual

propenfity ;
that itich a perfon

would in fat be unfit to appear

in the prefence of his Maker; he

would not be qualified to aflbciate

with the fpirits
of juft men made

perfect.
" If we nejrle<St to acquire the

necefifary difpofitions, if we do

not endeavour to fubdue thebafe

and malignant paflions; in a

\vord, if we do not acquire a

heavenly temper, change of place

will fignify nothing, we can be

happy no where ;
we muft cre-

ate a heaven in our own bolbms,

before we can expect to enjoy

that which is prepared for us."

I will not refufe to the Edin-

burgh divine, the merit of good
d?fi<][n : nor can it be denied, that

the pofitions he wiflies to

blifli, are fuppqrted by various

paflagcs of
fcripturej

and that the

arguments he produces, are ad-

mirably calculated to make ftrong

impreffions on the human mind^
fo very apt to be ieduced by tri-

fling purfuits and momentary

gratifications, from moral and

religious duties ; yet a fyflera

fomewhat lefs terrific than that

of Calvin, hath been deduced

from the words of our Saviour,

to the dying malefactor, one of

his companions on the crofs;

alfo, from the parable of the la-

borers, who did not repair to

their work in the vineyard, until

the ninth hour.

To thefe, another confidera-

tion may be added, that it is pre-

fumptuous in mortals to pretend
to limit the extent of God's mer-

cy, and thus pronounce, as it

were, ientence of everlafting

damnation on the majority of

their follow creatures, whom hu-

manity, expediency, and com-

mon fenfe, (hould induce us to

leave repofing on the bofom of

their God.

We have fcripture authority

forbelievino-, that in our Father's

honfe there arc many manfions ;

and it is neither impious nor irra-

tional to fuppofe, that there may
be gradations of puniftiment as

well as reward.

I cannot quit fo momentous
and
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and awful a fubject, without la-

menting, that folly and procraf-

tinatipn, which delay to fieknefs,

old age, infirmity, or to a period
which never may arrive, that fa-

lutary taflc, which ought to be

the chief plealiire and bufinefs of

life, in the days of health and

(lability.

Such conduct is little (hort of

maduefs, and can only be com-

pared to the fqns of Belial, re-

pofing on the iilken pavilions of

pleafure,^while thunders roll and

lightnings flafli
; and rioting in

luxurious excefs and criminal in-

dulgence, while the fwordof di-

vine vengeance, upheld only by a

Jingle hair, is fufpended over their

heads.

T, DANGERS OF,
thus pointed out by a

jnodern divine.

" He who poffefles wit, is in

general fo delighted with the

praife and attention it procures,
that he will i'uffer no confidera-

tion of propriety or charity, to

keep it within bounds ; to raife the

loudeft laugh, and keep the table

in a roar of merriment, is his only

object.
" It cannot be denied, that

this is gratifying to a young man
of lively parts, a warm imagina-

tion, and ambitious of fame;
but in the blifs of fuch enjoy-

ments., he ought to recolleft,

that in every large company,
there are many felfifh, ill-natured

people, who, from envy, or for

worfe purpofes, will not fail to

circulate a joke, which probably
firft originated from harmlefs le-

vity, but which diffufed by theft

retailers of fcandal, may render

the objecl:
of it, ridiculous for

life, and ruin him for ever as a

commercial or profeffional man;
for hewhom we have long laughed

at, we (hall foon begin to delpife."

A (Inking inltance of this fpe-

cies of uiifapplication occurs ia

the life of Swift, who conciev-

ing an averfion againft the polU
tical opinions of Serjeant Bettef-

worth, a lawyer of abilities and

reputation in the reign of Queen
Anne; made a rhyme to his

name, which attached an un-

conquerable ridicule to it, and by
the barrifter's own confedion, de-

prived him of a thoufand pounds
a year.

Calling on the dean, he threat-

ened to chaftize him, which the

lampoon certainly deferred; yet
Swift of all party zealots the

moft malignant, pretended to

make an outcry 011 the occafion,

forgetting that it was himielf

who had given the firft blow:

he clearly deferved a threjfdng for

the infult, and ourht to have
.

* O
had it.

" Another common failingo
with men of wit, is, that they

are
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are perpetually tempted to wander

from matter of facl; fo many
little additions to, or deviations

from it, appear neceffary to var-

nijh the tale, that they become

gradually reconciled to falfho.od,

forget that the law of truth is, or

ought to be, inviolable and fa-

cred, and at laft confider the ex-

cellence of a ftory, as a fufficient

apology for its being wholly un-

founded.
"

But, let us fee whither thefe

purfuits will lead
;

the enemies

the \H it hath created, for no man
likes to be made a joke of, and

the provocations he receives, four

bis temper, and exafperate his

pafiions ; anger gets the bet-

ter of prudence, and he degene-
rates into a bully, a duellift, a

fatyrift, or a cynic ; the talent

which firft made him a public

favorite, now eftranges him from

the common benefits of fociety,

and he becomes a living proof,

that even in this life, JUDG-

MENTS ARE PREPARED FOR THE
SCORNER."

WOMEN.
It has been ob-

ferved by a late writer,

that in the conqueft of South

America, the Spaniards received

confiderable affirtance from the

females of the country they in-

vaded.

Columbus would have peril-

ed for want of food, had he not

been fupplied by a woman ;

and Marina, who a&ed in the

double capacity of mi ftrefs and

interpreter to Fernando Cortex,

was actively inftrumental in the

deftru&ion of Mexico, where (lie

firft drew her breath.

The females, in the inftances

I have mentioned, were of that

unhappy clafs, who are generally

attached to their companions,

only by the grofs, unfentimental

tie of carnal appetite : they were

the mere inftruments of pleafure

and convenience, the domeftic

drudges, rather'than the confiden-

tial friends, of their mafters: it Is

natural, if women arc treated as

flaves, that they will, likejlaves,

be indifferent to a change of ty-

rants.

But I could produce ten thou*

fand inftances, from ancient and

modern times, of FAITHFUL, HO-

NORABLE WIVES, who, in the

trying moments of private ad-

verfity, or public di fader, have

heroically expofed themfelves in

the caufe of their hufbands and

their children, to danger, difficul-

ty, and death.

Our French neighbours are

faid to have exprefled warm
wifhes for Englifli girls and Eng-
lifh guineas, nor have I a doubt

of their ardent dcfire to deprive us

ofthofc invaluable treafuresj BUT
THEY MUST HF.WA PASSAGE TO

Til KM THHOtnil OUR II F. ARTS.
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During the arduous ftruggle

in which we are engaged with

an implacable foe, I have wit-

nefi'ed numerous inftances of fe-

male patriolifm, and zealous co-

operation j indeed, fo convinced

are the whole fex, that our foe is

an enemy to every thing decent,

definable, and amiable in life,

that I now hefitate in believing,

that any of our lovely princefies

would fubmit to the foul embra-

ces of an Egyptian marauder;

that humble beauty, and un-

afluming tendernefs, which are

now the only folace of my life,

would, I am convinced, prefer

death to fliaring my paternal cot-

tage, with a Gallic faris-cullottes,

or a hot-headed democratic rene-

gado.

POMAN EATERS, a fpe-

cies of monfter lately

dcfcribed, who kill the objects of

their fury, by means not eafily

accompli Hied, and by which faw

women are faid to have died.

In the courfe of a trial, which

attracted confiderable attention,

a few years lince, an inftance of

this atrocious method of pro-

ceeding, was brought to light.

A witnefs, who was footman

to an unfaithful wife, being aflced

on what occafion it was that he

rft obferved any improper fami-

liarity between his miftrefs and

the friend of his mafter, thus ex-

pi ained himfelf :

"
Walking at a certain time,

in a field adjoining to the houfe iu

which the family refided, I hap-

pened accidentally to look back,

without being aware that any

perfon was behind me ; when I

faw Sir Thomas kiffing my mis-

trefs, as if he would eat her

up.
" Moft of us, at one time or

other of our lives," faid a barris-

ter,
" have fuffered from the in-

dulgence of unruly appetites ;

but when gentlemen proceed to

fuch lengths as to devour their

neighbours wives, they muft not

complain if they are compelled

to pay for fuch, luxuries."

It was obferved, on this occa-

fion, that the wife of the baronet

exhibited no appearance of dis

fatisfa&ion, altho' her hufband

feemed to be eating up Mrs.

D******* ;
{lie called it only a

whet, and faid, that her good
man would return to family fare

with undiminifhed appetite.

SHOES. At a

time when a pair made

of leather, coft a labouring man,
for himfelf only, thofe for his

wife and children wholly out of

the queftion, more than two-

thirds of his weekly pay, it may
be a matter of utility,

as well as

curiofity.
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curiofity, to give the following

dialogue, produced by a modem
traveller, on a fubje&, which in

a late reign formed one of a fVt

o political watch - words,* the

Pope, the Devil, and the Preten-

der; Prance, Poverty, Soup Mai-

gre, and IVooden Shoes.

A. I^et me cheapen this pair

of wooden ihoes.

B. For heaven's fake walk on^

and let me not hear you mention

that, which is juftly held in de-

rifion, contempt, and abhorrence,

by every free-born. Briton.

A. How much a pair, friend?

C. From two-pence to feven-

pence, fir, I have all forts and

fizes.

A. You feem to have a fine

parcel.

,C. Yes, heaven be praifed,

there is no want of 'ihoes in this

country.

B. Such as they are.

C. I believe no place affords

better, or cheaper, fir.

B. Pray now, honeft friend,

how is it poflible for a human
creature to walk in them ?

'C. Was there ever fuch a

fooliih qucftion ? Don't you fee

thoufands in
.
the market, who

never wear any other ? Walk
with them, quotha ! ay, and

run with them, and danee with

them too.

B. T> it poflible that there can

be any warmth in wooden (hoes ?

C. They arc much warmer

than your's.

B. Are they light ?

C. Much lighter, I under-

ftand,/ than ploughmen's (hoes

in England, and full as pliant.

./>. Are they durable ?

C. You cannot eafily wear

them out, only keep them from

breaking, and they will laft a

long while.

A. They certainly are a cheap
and comfortable accommodation

for the poor.

B. Wooden fhoes a comfort !

ridiculous.

A". Let me fee, why then,

for about half-a-crown, a man

may flioe himfelf, his wife, and

half a dozen children.

B. May trammel, may fetter

them, you mean.

A. How can that be, when

you hear they dance in them ?

jB. And fo they might in

chains, and probably with equal

comfort.

A. They are perfectly at 1U

berty to make ufe of others.

B. At liberty in wooden fhoes ?

I am i'urprized to hear a man of

your good fenfe, talk at fuch a

rate.

A. However prepofterous you

may think me, thefe people furc-ly

have the liberty of wearing others,

without moledatioa, whenever

they can afford to purchafe them ;

in the mean time, you cannot

deny
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deny that wooden {hoes, the

object of your prejudice and

averfion, protect their feet from

thorns and flints, better than

your Englifh dog-lkin and ma-

moy ; ufe foon makes them wear

eafy, and the fmallnefs of the

price places them within the

reach of the pooreft man.

B. At what purpofe are you

aiming ? where will all this elo-

quence, in favor of a badge of

ilavery,. carry you ?

A. To a very important one
;

in the northern parts of Great

Britain, where all are lords or

beggars, moes are a fcarce article

of cloathing; nineteen go bare-

foot, for one that is well fhod.

Would it not, therefore, be an

aft of 'charity to introduce the

uie of this kind of fhoe ?

B. Would you fow iedition ?

"would you raife another rebel -

'lion among them ?

A. By no means
5

I only in-

fift, that wooden fhoes are better

than no (hoes at all.

. It may riot be amifs in clofing

this article, .to obferve, that the

Editor has juft paid a guinea lor

two pair of ihoes, and that when
he firlt commenced collecting

materials for the Common Place

Book, the price was only fix

Shillings eacn pair,

yyoOLSTONCROFT,^ v MARY, a vigorous wri-

ter, who, fince fuch important
revolutions have taken place in

the political forms, is of opinion,

there is urgent neceffity for re-

formation in the domellic infti-

tutions of mankind.

This advocate for the rights of

women, wifhine; to raife her fex
* O

to their rank in the fcale of ex-

irtence, fuccefsfully combats the

difgraceful arts by which they

have been rendered the mere

inftrtiments of 'pleafure, the play-

things of capricious paffion ; ihe

infifts, THAT MIND HAS NO SEX,

that the female part of the crea-

tion are as capable of all that is

great and good, as men.; and

that the infidious fyftem of arti-

ficial homage, frivolous occupa-

tion, and petty gallantry, fo ge-

nerally adopted, is only a cun-

insr device to divert their atten-O
lion from more important con-

cerns ;
that it is difguifing fraud

by flattery, and facrificing in-

tereft to indolence. .

Mrs. Woolftoncroft is equally

averfe to- the precepts of Rouf-

feau and Gregory, and indeed to

every fyftem which lays down a

wijli to pleafe, as the paramount

incitement to female acYion j

confiderin<r it as an irrational and.>*'* D

degrading, fpecies of. dependence
'" on
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on a being, equally fallible with

themfelves.

It is her wifh that women
would acquire ftrength of body
and firmnefs of mind j (lie con-

fiders the fafliionable phrafes,

fufceptilility of hearty delicacy

offentiment, and refinement of

tajie, as fynonymous epithets for

weaknefs and imbecility ; (he en-

deavours to convert the lovely

tremblers of the prefent day into

active citizens, dutiful daughters,

good mothers, and ufeful mis-

trefTes of families.

Her defcription of a female,

educated in all the paffive debili-

tating propenfities of a modern

fine lady, is impreffive and pa-

thetic. " When the protector of

fuch a woman dies, and leaves

her with a large family, a double

duty then devolves on her, to

educate them in the character

both of father and mother ; to

form their principles, and fecure

their property.
" But having never thought,

much lefs acted, for herfelf, fhe

has only learned to pleafe men
and depend on them : yet how
is (he to obtain another guardian

for herfelf and children ? a hus-

band to fupply the place of rea-

fon? a rational man, though he

may think her a pleafing, docile

creature, will not choofe to marry
afamily for love, when the world

contains fo many pretty women
without incumbrances.
" What is then to become of

her ? (he either falls an eafy prey
to fome mean fortune-hunter,

who defrauds her children of

their paternal inheritance, and

renders her miferable, or be-

comes the victim of difcontent

and blind indulgence. Unable

to educate her fons, or imprefs
them with refpect j for it is not

a play on words to aflert, that

people are never refpected, who
are not themfelves refpe&able;
(he pines under the anguim of

unavailing regret, and the vices

of licentious youth bring her,

with forrow, perhaps with po-

verty, to the grave."
This affecting fketch, too often

exemplied in life, is well con-

trafted by a different character.
" Let fancy prefent another

woman, with a tolerable under-

flanding, a conftitution ftrength-

ened by exercife, and a body in

the vigor of health j qualified by
intellect and education to com-

prehend the moral duties of life,

to eftimate the dignity and fu-

periority of virtuous independ-
ence. Formed for a due per-

formance of her relative duties,

{he marries from affection, but

not without prudence ; and look-

ing beyond mere matrimonial

blifs, fecures her hufband's re-
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fpeft, before it^ is neceffary to

exert mean arts to pleafe him,
and feed a dying flame, a flame
u'hich nature doomed to expire,

when the objcft becomesfamiliar.
" Fate at length breaks the

tender tie; (he is left a widow,

perhaps without fufficient pro-

vifion; but (lie is not defolate.

The pang of nature, though felt,

is gradually foftened into melan-

choly rcfignation ; fhe returns to

her children with redoubled fond-

nefs, and anxious to provide for

them, affliction throws a facred

fplendor over the character of a

mother.
" Confcious that the being

from whom all our com forts flow, ,

looks down with approbation on

virtuous effort; abliracled, as

well as elevated by grief, (he

cherimes the fond hope, that

thofe eyes, fo lately clofed, may
tfill fee her; (lie fubdues every

wayward pafiion, and fulfils the

important office of a parent with

exemplary propriety.
<c .Exalted to hcroifm by misfor-

tune, me repells love, and, in the

bloom of life, fuppr.cfles a paf-

fion, which might have been

infpired and returned ; concen-

trates her affections on her chil-

dren, and her hopes on a world

beyond the grave.
" I think I fee her furrounded

by her family ; their intelligent

eyes meet hers, whilft health and

VOL. III.

innocence fmile on their cheeks*

As they grow up, the cares of

life are leflened by mutual atten-

tion; and fhe lives to fee the

virtues which me planted on prin-

ciple, confirmed by habit; her

children ftrong in character, in

body, and in mind, able to en-

dure adverfity with unbroken

fpirit, or to enjoy profperity

without being corrupted."

Mrs. Woolftoncroft's opinion

that the woman who converts a

warm lover into a rational and

fincere friend, has no caufe for

regret, however juft and philofo-

phical, may not, perhaps, be

cordially aequiefeed in by ladies

at a certain age. She fpeaks

with ftrong dii'approbation of

boarding fchools, and the gene-

ral fyftem of female education;

but, till both fexes are converts

to reafon, rather than paffion,

much of her theory will be con-

fidered as the refpeclable error of

a fenfible mind, the chimaera of

a romantic imagination, fearch-

ing for unattainable perfection.

To follow all her arguments,
and produce the various bold and

incontrovertible truths advanced

in her work, would fwell this

article to a fize inconfiiient with

the nature of this Collection.

If, however, this fpirited
wri-

ter could prevail on her fepc to

confider drefs, cards, and novel

reading, as the amufement, but

E e not
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not the bufinefs of life > if that un-

thinking race, fluttering through
the ftreets, crouding the theatres,

and fubmitting to the flavery of

fafhion, which they fo often fink

under; difiatisfied at home, and

abroad the difturbcrs of their

neighbours; if fuch triflcrs could

be converted into rcafonable wo-

men, examples of wifdom, piety,

virtue, modefty, and humanity;

J'uch a revolution would rank the

name of Mary Woolftoncroft

with thofe of the greatett bene-

fa6lors to mankind.

It has been obferved, in reply

to fome of her ftri&ures on the

prefent (late of women, that daily

experience proves the eftablimed

fyftem cannot be very unpropi-
tious to improvement ;

that the

various departments of hiftory,

poetry, politics, ethics, and

philoiophy, have been, and ftill

are, graced with a long and

jplendid catalogue of female

worthies ; that in the focieties of

a crowded capital, a provincial

town, or the mafs of a watering

place, we mall find a number of

lilly, idle, uninformed men,
more than proportionate to wo-
men of the fame description.

If the education of women,
in fome refpects, approached
nearer to that of men, they

might, in Jbme inftances, be

happier, but I doubt, in that

cafe, if we fhould love them as

wives, daughters, and fitters ;

particularly, if, as another writer

recommends, they were to ride

on horfclack aftride, and drejjed

infmall clothes : Spe&atum ad-

miffi rifum teneatis amid.

IMENES, a celebrated Spa-
** ni(h ftatefman, a Cardinal,

and Archbimop of Toledo, who,

by the aicendency of great ta-

lents, accompanied with fortu-

nate incident, burft from the

dark cloud which had for fo

many centuries enveloped his

country, and emerging from the

embarraflments of narrow for-

tune, a tender conftitution, and

a numerous, a reduced, but re-

putable family, guided the reins

of a great monarchy with decifive

vigor, acknowledged capacity,

and integrity unimpeached.
A juncture cannot be imagin-

ed which more particularly re-

quired the vigorous exertion of

judgment and refolution, to

check the pride and prefumption

of a rich and powerful nobility,

who, defying the royal authority,

and meanly claiming exemption
from burthens and impofitions

laid on their fellow iubjecls,

efteemed the power of tyranniz-

ing over the pcafants, and op-

preffing the provinces, as the

hereditary and mofl valuable pri-

vilege of exalted rank.

In the fifteenth century, the

caftle
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taftle of 4 Spanifti grandee, with

its adjacent territory, might be

defcribed as a fortrefs, or royal

garrifon, and the haughty lord of

the foil, furrounded by his vaflals

and dependants, as little lefs than

a fovereign prince ;
while the

pomp of his retinue, the fplendor
of his equipage, the luxury of his

table, and his farms, flocks, and

herds, with a long train of huntf-

men, hawks, and dogs, made a

near approach to regal magnifi-
cence.

To remove oppreffive and li-

centious enormity, to reduce

within legal bounds arrogant

pretenfion, to extinguish unjuft

and partial privileges, to enforce

the forgotten leflbns of obedience

and mbordinationj Ximenes, the

fon of a country attorney, was

called from the cloifter, to whichj
with the ufual policy of that age,
he had retired ; thus fecuring

fame, fortune, and rank, by ap-

pearing to renounce them.

Four of our prefent Englifti

bifhops owe their mitres to the

foft interceflion of female pa-

tronage ; and, fince family con-

nection and parliamentary inte-

reft have been long confidered

by the difpenfers of church pre-

ferment, as more powerful re-

commendations than fuperior

capacity and eminent attainment;
I rejoice rather than lament,
that the gentle, but irrefiftible

impulfe of love, occasionally ftep*

in to refcue men of benevolence,

learning, and taftej from the ruf-

tic oblivion, thanklefs drudgery,

and unrequited toil, of parochial

duty.

Ximenes was appointed con-

feflbr to Ifabella, the wife of Fer-

dinand, and Queen of Caftile

in her own right; having thus

fecured the ear of a queen, other

avenues to preferment and honor

were quickly opened to his view.

He appears to have been fuf-

ficiently endowed with two qua-

lities, generally found in ecclefi-

aftics, a quick-fighted attention

to his intereft, and a peculiar

fkill in cultivating, without fcan-

dal (for he was upwards of feven-

ty) female favour and protections

for thefe purpofes, his predomi-

nating character was admirably

calculated.

By the more immediate nomi-

nation of Ifabella, and contrary

to the wifhes of her hufband, he

afcended with decent reluctance,

but filled, with exemplary propri-

ety, the archiepifcopal throne of

Toledo, was afterwards appoint-

ed regent, and diffufed an income

of more than two hundred thou-

fand ducats a year, in rewarding

merit, cloathing the naked, feed-

ing the hungry, founding femi-

naries of learning, and other

public fervices.

The univerfity of-Alcala which

E e 2 he
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he built and magnificently en-

dowed
; fplendid editions of the

Polyglott bible, and the Mofa-

rabic Liturgy, will be tailing

monuments of his liberal patron-

age of learning and learned men.

(A copy of the Cardinal's bible,

Tailed the Complutenfian, from

its being printed at Alcala, fitp-

poj'ed to be the antient Complu-
tum, produced, at the Pinelli

fale, five hundred pounds.)

Though our prelate thus fuc-

ceeded to the higheft honors am-

bition could aim at, or royalty

beftow, he had, early in life, ex-

perienced affliction, that falutary

fchool in which Iboner or later all

muft be initiated, though half

the bufinefs of life confifts in

teaching us to avoid, in(lead of

qualifying us properly to en-

dure it.

Stimulated by reftleffhefs

which has fometimes been con-

fidered as the infeparable at-

tendant of genius, but much of-

tener the confequence of nneafy

fituation, and comfortlefs domef-

tie prol'pe6ls, Ximenes refolved

to vifit Rome, but near the con-

fines of Italy was attacked by

banditti, who, feizing the little

fum his father could advance, left

him wounded on the road.

By the affiftance of a good Sa-

maritan, whom in his profpe-

rity he did not forget, he was

enabled, after a fliort delay, to

continue his journey to Rome,
which pollening at that time

real power, of \vhich it now

fcarcely r iins i ie fhadow, was

the land 01 ecclefiaftic promife,
and the fountain head of clerical

honour and emolument.

From the dexterity of his ap-

plications, or the goodnefs of his

recommendations to Alphonfo

Borgia, a turbulent Spaniard,

abforbecl in enriching his ne-

phews, who fat on the throne of

St. Peter, under the name of

Calliftus the third, he procured
what has been called afpefia.'ve

Lull, that antient fource of con-

tention which entitled the perfon

named in it, to the firlt vacant

prebend, however valuable.

Ximenes, whofe temper and

circumftanecs did not permit him

to relinquish any fair advantage,

on his return to Spain availed

himfelf of this right, with which

he was legally inverted by one

whom he confidered as fupreme
head of the church.

The firmnefs of his demands,
involved him in altercation with

Carilla, at that time Archbifliop

ofToledo, who, ftimulatcd by in-

tcreft, or offended by refiftance,

imprifoned this defender of papal

jurifdi&ion, which it was his

fate, at a future period of his life,

itrcnuoufly to refift, when, ou

the fubjeft of indulgences, he

oppofed the artful blandi diluents,

and
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and humbled the triple crown of

Pope Leo the tenth.

A feditious prieft
was confined

in the lame ..place ;
in a loud

voice, and with fcriptural lan-

guage, he riiifed the drooping

fpirits of Ximenes, exhorting

him to regard the prefent calami-

ty, as a fure forerunner of future

elevation.

After a fhort paufe, fignificant

gefture, and an accurate, or pre-

tended ini '>f his counte-

nance,
ct

I perceive," exclaimed

the enthufiaftic prifoner,
{ '- I

clearly perceive, ia every feature

of your face, ftrong emanations

of the holy fpirit, united with the

no.bleft qualities of the head and

heart
; you (hall be the reftorer

of your family, the faviour of

your -country, and an exalted

light of the church.
" In the fame cell to which I

am now conducting you," con-

tinued our prophetic phyfiog-

nomift, firmly grafping his

hand,
" vvas once imprifoned the

holy prelate Zerevilla, who after-

wards exchanged his fetters for

a mitre. Rely on God's provi-

dence, and the intercedion of the

Blefifed Virgin, to conduct you
from fimilar misfortunes, to

equal, if not fuperior triumph
and exultation."

This prediction of flattery or

or' infatuation, which, had it fail-

ed, would, with Ximenes and

its foreteller, have been bu-

ried in everlafting oblivion, con-

tributed perhaps, like others of

fimilar tendency, to haften its

own accomplishment ;
and the

future regent of Spain, prudently

tempering policy with devotion,

and rendering fanaticifm fubfer-

vient to the purpofes of ambi-

tion, converted the fteps of the

altar into a footftool to the

throne.

This anecdote of phyfiognomy
fo remarkable, feems to have

efcaped the prolixity of Mr-.

Lavater ; I doubt if that ingeni-

ous German makes fufficient al-

lowance for the foreign impref-
fions and alterations effected by

education, fuperftition, philofo-

phy, and intereli, on the human
features. '

By thcfe omnipotent innovat-

ing talifmans, men have been

taught to counteract and aim oft

efface the
gi*eat

biafies of nature

and difpofition, and to conceal

the difpoiition of a ravenous

wolf, or the fccaked vulture, un-

der the gentle femblance of a

lamb, or the mild afpect of a

turtle-dove.

This opinion is happily illuf-

trated by the well-known (lory

of an anticnt fage, who was in-

terrupted in one of his difcbnrfes

by a farcaftic fneerer, in the fol-

lowing words :
" Let the hoary

hypocrite preach up virtue and

phi-
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philofophical forbearance, and

cry down carnal indulgence, as

long as he pleafes, but believe

not a word that he fays, for I fee

by his face he is a glutton, and

a lafcivious debauchee, devoted

to vice and criminal indulgence

himfelf."

The provoked difciples were

preparing to punifli, with fignal

feverity, this infolent traducer

of a preceptor whom they loved

with veneration, and whofe cha-

racter they had long looked up
to and contemplated as the no-

bleft model of human virtue and

perfection :
" Abflain from V'IQT

lence," cried the philofopher,
' 6 let him depart unmolefted j

however wrong his deductions

may be, the data on which he

reafons are not without fome

foundation : I was early and

ftrongly inclined to the vicious

propenfities he alledges againft

me, and {hould probably have

been the monfter he defcribes,

but for the divine precepts of phiT

iofophy, and the preter-natural

influence and interference of that

guardian fpirit which prefided

over the hour of my birth, en-

courages me to refift the allure-

ments of vice, and fecretly di-

rects every action of my life."

I {hould conclude this article

with considerable fatisfadtion,

were I able to exculpate my fa-

vorite character Ximenes from

the odious guilt of religious in-

tolerance, and bloody perfects

tionj but rigid impartiality

compells me to declare, that a

great, and, in many inftances,

an enlightened minifter, the re-

former of various abufes in

church and ftate, who had pu-
nifhed the fpoilers, robbers, and

murderers of Mexico and Peru,

with death and confifcation ;

whofe voice the proud oppref-

fors of his country trembled at

and obeyed, was a zealous and

a&ive enforcer of the rules of

the holy office, an unrelenting
kindler of the fires of the deteft-

able inquifitionj that he per-

fonally attended, with pomp,
and apparent pleafure, thofe

abominable Auto da Fes, which

took their origin from hell.

The caufe of truth might per-

haps induce me to hear with a

fmile, or with a figh, that his

zeal was fo fuccefsful as to pre-

vail, by argument or by threats,

on three thoufand Mahometans

to be baptized in one day ; but his

condemning to flow fires, num-

bers of unhappy Morefcoes and

Jews, who ftubborn in the habits

of religious fuperftition, turned

with horror from the crofs, will

hand down the name of the

cardinal to after ages, as a bigot-

ed and mercilefs tyrant, an en-

flaver of the facrcd rights of con-

fcicnce and private opinion, a

dealer
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dealer of death, and as he

thought, of damnation round the

land, on all whom he, a creature

of frailty and miftake, confi-

dered as enemies of Divine re-

velation.

I have heard, I have frequent-

ly heard with pleafure, but with-

out conviction, arguments in

favor of Ximenes, forcibly deli-

vered, and
artfully arranged by

his countryman, a learned and

ingenious friend, who may per-

haps favor thefe pages with a

perufal ; but I Jlill think that

the regent was fufficiently power-
ful, had he poffeffed the inclina-

tion, not only to have mode-

rated, but to have overthrown
the inquifition, however inter-

woven with the dark maxims and
ftern defpotifm of the Spanifli

government.

IJlitlsm. of opinion, that no

j
unification can be

fairly dedu-
ced from an expreffion made ufe

of, in the parable of our Saviour,
when the various guefts who
were bidden to a feaft, having on
various pretences abfented them-

felves, meflengers were fent to

vifit the highways, to COMPEL
OTHERS TO COME IN.

If reafoning in defence of.reli-

gious perfecution, often derived

from this ftale foundation of po-

pi(h cafuiftry, if compulfion, if

fanguinary compulfion in matters

of opinion, be once received as

obligatory, or even lawful, we
then are bound to applaud rather

than execrate, the torrents of

blood, which have been fhed

from the days of David and

Cambyfes j the Roman cruelties

exercifed on the primitive Chrif-

tians, or by our antient Druids j

the horrid Spanifh exterminations

in South America, and the bloody
maffacre of St. Bartholomew's

Day j the revocation of the edit

of Nantz, or the Sicilian Vef-

pers the lafcivious fury of

Henry the Eighth ;
the unrelent-

ing bigotry of Mary \ the pro-
teftant aflbciation fires of feven-

teen hundred and eighty, the ex*

afperated zeal, and confuming
violence of the Birmingham
bigots.

The tomb of Cardinal Ximenes
is ftill (hewn in the college,

which he founded at Alcala, and

part of the epitaph defcribes his

character, in the Latin of the

age in which he lived :

Prsetextam junxit Sacco, Ga-

leamque Galero,

Frater, Dux, Praeful, Cardineuf-

que Pater,

)ui virtute fua junxit diadema

cucullo.

His device emblematic of the

man, was a rock with an arrow

mattered to pieces againft it ; the

motto Frangitur in Jblido, was

fuppofed to denote his fupreme
con-
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contempt for the defamatory

libels, continually pouring forth

againft his adminiftration..

Firm in confcious integrity,

he heard without emotion, the

calumnies of his enemies, and

the only anfwer he vouchfafed to

a disappointed prieft, who accu-

fed him of luxurious indulgence,

was, mewing him a hair cloth,

which (whatever his external

drefs might be) he 9onftantly

wore next his Ikin.

This prelate is almoft the only

inftance .on record, of an indi-

vidual, at the fame time refpect-

ed and feared ,as a minifter, and

reverenced as a faint, by his co-

temporaries, who generally afr

cribed to him thfc power of work-

ing miracles.

It has been doubted whether

the religious
enthufiafm of

Ximenes, and the canting my-
iticifm of Cromwell, were real

or affe&ed. There perpetually

occur, amidft the victories,

cabinet intrigues and moft ftren-

uous energies of the protector,

fuchfeekings of the Lord, fuch

fanatic nonfenfe, and unintelli-

gible jargon,
that we are dagger-

ed in deciding on his real cha-

racter.

If Cromwell's religion was

hypocrify,
he deferved a halter

;

if it was real, he muft have been

a madman, but of a fingular fpe-

cits j
he was only mad (l North

and North Weft ; when the

wind was Southerly, he knew a

Hawk from a Heron."

This is not uncommon ;
has

not the wifeft man ofus all, fome

darling infatuation,fome indulged

enthufiafm, fome romantic weak-

nefs in theory or practice, which,
at intervals, leads us aftray iium

expediency, propriety and com-

mon fenfe ?

The Spanifh Regent appears
to have been fuperior in fkil!,

predominating dexterity, and

nice management to the Englifh
Protector ;

the latter was equally

powerful, but wielded rougher
and more vifible unmechanic

tools.

That military defpotifm,
which Ximenes once, and only

once, on a trying occafion, dil-

played on a parade from the

window of a faloon, Cromwell

called in too often, and almoft

on every occafion. He probably
accommodated himfelf to the

manners of fterner characters,

and ufed fuch inftruments as

were required by (he coarfer

feelings of the Sans Culottes, by
whom he was furrounded. To
account for the incoherent rhap-

fodies which Oliver delivered for

fpeeches,we fhould recollect, that

although bred at the univerfity,

he had nesikvced tlaffical acquire-

ment, and devoted the golden,

the precious irrecoverable mo-
ments
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ments of youth, to the alternate

and contradictory pnrfuits of

grofs fenfuality, and religious

humiliation.

Had Ximenes been a native of

England, and attained the power
of Cromwell

;
the fingu'ar awe-

infpiring nature of his character,

would have completely fubjuga-

ted, or difiipated, the fpirits and

refolution of the republican and

royalift leaders, by gentle but

irrefiflible means, and without

rendering himfelf like the ufurp-

er, odious to fo conlidcrable a

portion of his fubjeiSts,
a circum-

ftance which paved the way for

Charles the fecond. In that

cafe, and with an able nephew,
the offspring

1 of his own loins,

England micrht Hill have beenO o

crouching at home, and triumph-

ing abroad, under the iron icep-

tre of a protector.

OUNG, EDWABD, a poet

and a divine, with more

imagination than judgment, but

poflcffing a folenin fpecies of

plaintive verfb, peculiarly his

own ; he appears to have been

confcious of its merit, when he

called his collecled competitions,

The Works of the Author of the

Night Thoughts.
The doctor is faid to have

fhut his mutters, and to have

written by a lamp at mid-day,

ornamenting his ftudy with

fkulls, bones, and inftrumcnts

ofdoitthj thus early encourag-

ing, by habitual gloom, and me-

lancholy objects, au imagination

naturally fertile, in ieeking for

or creating '.-bjecls
for discontent.

It has been laid, that if You us;* O
had been a biftiop, he would ne-

ver have been an author
; but

he was far advanced in the pa-

thetic ftrains of complaint, at

a time of life, when hope is

warm in the bofom of moft

men ;
had he attained the mi-

tre, a difappointment in the

primacy might have produced
the fame effects on a mind which

feems to have been endued with

more than common fenfibility,

and to have been depreffed with

temporary obstructions of his

pr-ifpects, which every man ftrug-

ling through life naturally ex-

pects to meet with; and if he

cannot furmount them, does not

think himfelf juilified in retiring

to the cloifter or the hermit-

age.

Yet it cannot be doubted that

THIS GENIUS OF DESCRIPTIVE

WOE, had really felt the arrows

ofdomeftic calamity, and that

difappointed profpec~r.s afforded

him an oftenfible and fufficient

caufe of complaint.
His Univevfal Paflion contains

much juft fatire, good verfe, and

laughable humor ; but its cha-

racter is debility. This poem

having
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having been publifhed before

Pope's Satirical Epiftles made

their appearance, has the credit

of giving the lead to that kind

of writing.

The country 'fquire, uho wel-

comes his friend with a thump
upon his back; the coffee-houfe

beau, who values himfelf on the

learning of his heels
;
the anti-

quary who is indifferent to his

daughter's ftarving, provided

Cleopatra's fafe ; and the lady

on horfeback, who whi/tiesfweet
her diuretic Jlrains, are well de-?

fcribed, and the fatire, as all fa-

tire ought to be, is morally ap-

plied, without the perfonal ma-

lignity of Pope ; yet every reader,

and perhaps for this reajbn pre-r

fers Pope,

In Chrononhotonthologos, a

fatirical drama on the vicious

ftyle of certain tragic writers,

and not badly written, many of

Dr. Young's literary eccentri-

cities are pourtrayed in carica-

ture; particularly the violent

fpeech on the blow, which fur-

niflied a plot to his Revenge,

Bombardinian, the general, on

receiving a box on the ear from

his royal mafter, breaks out into

the moft furious hyperbole ;
calls

on the fun and moon to put

themfelves into eclipfe, bids

hills, dales, feas, cities, run to-

gether, and into chaos pulverize

the world, becaufe Bombardi-
nian hath received a blow.

In another part of this curious

drama, and with Young evidently
in his eye, the king is alarmed by
the arrival of an exprefs to inform

him, that an enemy had invaded

his territory, and that a blazing
bullet bigger than the fun had

laid his royal citadel in afl.es,

Furious exclamations follow, but

the converfation is interrupted by
a meflenger who enters haflily,
and informs his majefty, that the

queen is fuddenly and danger-

oufly feized with a complaint in

her ftomach.

Like a good huuband, this

news abforbs his whole facul-

ties, and he directly exclaims,
ff Bid the phyficians of the

world aflemble in confutation

folemn, and fcdate; more to

corroborate their fage refolves,

call from their graves the learn-

ed men of old, Galen, Hip-
pocrates and Paracelfus ; all, all

attend, and with thein bring,
whole magazines of gallipotted

noftrums ; the man who cures

our queen, fhall have our em-*

pire."

Though the tragedies of

Young are animated, brilliant

and claffical ; though they paint
in glowing language the fury
of rage and revenge, and the

agonies, of jealoufy, and def,

pair)
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pair ; yet it muft be confeffed,

that their beauties are difgraced

by fuftian and rant.

Were I to produce fome of the

greateft beauties, and fome of

the greateft abfurdities that an

Englifh library affords, Young
would be the author I (hould fix

on ; his beauties are fublimity

of thought, and dignity of ex-

preflion ;
his faults are extrava-

gance, bombaft, obfcurity, and

abject flattery.

Yet his Night Thoughts, by
which only he will hereafter be

remembered, irrefiltibly feize the

mind of a reader, and powerfully

intereft him in the midnight for-

rows of the plaintive bard ; they

have a merit which no produc-
tions but thofe of real genius

ever poffefs ;
with fcarce any

facts or incidents to awaken cu-

riofity, they fpeak to the heart,

through the medium of the ima-

gination ; they inftruct, but do

not fatigue us
; they amufe, and

feldom are languid.

His view of the nature and fa-

culties of an immortal foul, clog,

ed by the finite and periihable

materials of its houfe of clay, is

profound, linking, comprehen-

iive, and what in him is rare,

cloj'ely comprehensive.

How great, how fmall, how

abject, how auguft,

How complicate, how wonderful

is man !

How center'd in his make fuch

ftrange extremes,

Of different natures marvelloufly
mix'd :

Connexion exquifite qf diftant

worlds,

DiftinguifiVd link in beings end-

lefs chain,

Midway from nothing to, the

Deity ;

An heir of glory, a frail child of

duft!

Helplefs, immortal, infect, infi-

nite !

A worm, a god !

An angel's arm can't fnatch me
from the grave,

Legions of angels can't confine

me there !

His arguments in favor of in-

finite duration in. a future ftate,

though not logically conclufive,

are beautifully poetic :

te O ye bleft fcenes ofpermanent

delight,#**# *****
Cou'd ye fo rich in rapture fear

an end,

That ghaftly thought would

drink up all your joy,

And quite unparadife the realms

of light.
31

Yet, excepting flattery which

was
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tra? his trade as acourtier ;
a fe.vv

tragical rants, his poetical flights,

ilie imbecilities of old ago;

publifhed, I think unwarrantably,

in feme late volumes, which

his friends ought to have fup-

prdu.t
1

;
with thefe e' ccpion^,

Young is entitled to the rare, but

important praife, of not having
left a line, which for moral or

religious rcaibns, on his death-

bed, he could wifh to have

erafed.

The young author, impelled

by a love of fame, or of money,
who is ardently pufhing forward

in the race for applaufe ;
and the

copious writer who is too apt to

confider rather what will be read,

than what he ought to write,

will do well to weigh this cir-

j and apply it :

Nam fcmel emiffum fugit irrevo-

cable fcriptum.

Mr. Herbert Croft has taken

much pains to prove, that the

character of Lorenzo, frequent-

ly introduced into the Night

Thoughts, could not be meant

for the poet's fon nor, indeed,

does it feem poflible.

But the elaborate zeal he ex*-

hibits, has been attended with

an effect, which the zeal of his

friendihip never designed ; it is a

t.icit conletiion, or rather a proof,

that there were certain traits and

fhong refemblances in the pic-

ture, which rendered fo much in.

duttry and effort ne.ceflary to pre-

vent our unlinking it for a family
likenefs.

Young, in the early part of

life, was fond of murk, and

touched the German flute with

much tafte. Being once on the

river with fome ladies, he played
them leveral tunes, and then put
the flute in his pocket.
Some officers rowing by juft

as he ceafed playing, one of

them rudely afked him, why he

left off.
" For the fame reafon

that I began," replied Young,
" to pleale myfelf." One of

them immediately told him, that

if he did not continue playing,

he would directly throw him
into the Thames. His female

friends b,egan to be mi\ch alarm-

ed, and Young, on then ac-

count, played till they reached

Vauxhall, where both parties

fpent the evening.

Tho doctor had marked his

man, and took an opportunity,

in one of the dark walks, to tell

the i'on of Mars, that lie expected

him to meet him at fnch a place,

in the morning,, to give him a

gentleman's fatisfa&ion, and

that he chofe fwords for the

weapons. The officer was fur-

prized, on their meeting, to fee

Young
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Young advance towards him

with a large horfe piftol, with

which he told him, he would

inftanlly {hoot him through the

head, if he did not dance a

minuet : after fome difficulties,

he complied, and the officer re-

flecting on his impertinent con-

duct, acknowledged the juftice

of his treatment.
"

THE END.

H. Reyneli, jriiiter, 21, Piccadilly.
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